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INTRODUCTION  

 

1. The 32nd Session of the European Forestry Commission Working Party on the 

Management of Mountain Watersheds (EFC WPMMW) was held on 25 September 2019, 

followed by a conference on “Protective Functions of Forests in a Changing Climate” from 

26-27 September in Innsbruck, Austria. The session and conference were jointly organized by 

the Austrian Federal Ministry for Sustainability and Tourism, the Regional Government of 

Tyrol and FAO. The session programme is presented in ANNEX A. 

 

2. The session was attended by delegates from Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, France, 

Germany, Italy, Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia and Turkey representing 11 out of 20 

members of the Working Party. Delegates, lecturers and observers from the following countries 

and international organizations attended the conference: Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 

France, Germany, Iran, Italy, Japan, Kosovo, Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 

Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, Eurac Research, Alpine Convention and FAO. 

 

3. All presentations are available for download on the website of the WPMMW and in the 

FAO meeting repository. 

 

OPENING OF THE SESSION 

 

4. Welcoming words were delivered by former Working Party Chair, Josef KRECEK 

(Czech Republic), in-coming Chair, Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU (Austria), WP Secretary, 

Yuka MAKINO (FAO) and Markus WALLNER (Government of Tyrol, Austria). 

The speakers welcomed the participants, especially the new focal points, on behalf of the 

institutions they represented, encouraging active participation and future contributions to the 

activities of the Working Groups. FAO expressed its gratitude to the local organizing committee 

and colleagues involved in the preparations for the session, including the previous and the 

current Working Party chairpersons. 

 

5. Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU, as the incoming chairperson, highlighted the importance 

of the topic of protective forests in a changing climate and provided an initial introduction about 

the Working Party and its main areas of work. Josef KRECEK, as the outgoing chairperson, 

thanked the organization of the session. Markus WALLNER, on behalf of the organizers of the 

meeting, detailed the programme for the day. 

 

 

OVERVIEW OF WORKING PARTY AND WORKING GROUPS 

 

6. Yuka MAKINO, Secretary of the WPMMW, provided an overview of the Working 

Party, introducing its history since 1950 and governance structure. She further emphasized the 

Working Party as the place where policy and science converge. Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU 

mentioned the importance and long tradition of the Working Party and its activities. 

 

7.  Senol OKTAY KETEN and Josef KRECEK presented an overview of the Working 

Group 1 “Forest and water”. They highlighted the long history of scientific workshops, which 

contributed to science-based policy as well as the next planned activities, including a workshop 

to be held in Prague on 24-25 February 2020.  

8. Thomas FINK and Anthony DUBOIS provided a presentation about the Working Group 

2: “Hazards and disaster risk management in mountains”, focusing on the activities carried out 
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since the establishment of the working group. Since 2014, five workshops were organized, 

hosted by France or Austria. The second phase (2017-2019) of the workshops were based on 

case studies and aimed to address decision-making issues through experience-sharing, mainly 

in the topic of the complementarity of forest and check dams on torrent process. The speakers 

presented an overview of the results and outcomes of the workshops and highlighted that 

detailed information is available online (WPMMW webpage). 

 

9. Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU highlighted the importance of the Working Groups as a 

place of knowledge exchange and training of practitioners, for which Austria as incoming Chair 

will focus efforts. Focal points were invited to think about nominating participants to the 

Working Groups and their activities and were reminded they are responsible for communicating 

and coordination, taking advantage of the different expertise within the Working Party. 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF COUNTRY REPORTS 

 

10. Thomas FINK, Ministry for Sustainability and Tourism, presented the Austrian 

National Report. The presentation focused on the main challenges and solutions of torrent and 

avalanche control in the country. The key points addressed in the presentation were: 

 Since 2/3 of the country is alpine, only 37% of the country can be permanently settled; 

 Austria is exposed to several natural hazards and extreme weather events such as heavy 

precipitation, flood, debris flow, thunderstorm, hail, avalanches, landslides and rockfall, 

which demand both infrastructures and natural measures; 

 The cheapest management option for torrent and avalanche control is to restore and 

maintain forest cover; 

 Damages caused by windstorms and fires in protective forests are responsible for 

increasing risks of natural hazards, such as rockfalls and avalanches. 

11. Albena BOBEVA, Executive Forest Agency, presented the Bulgarian National Report. 

The presentation provided a legal perspective of the protective forests in the country, as well as 

the challenges being currently faced. The main topics addressed were: 

 Protection function of forests are recognized as a primary priority under the forest law 

for soil, water, urban territories, infrastructure, buildings, erosion control and upper 

forest limit; 

 The country has more than 100 years of experience managing forests for erosion control, 

especially in southern Bulgaria near Turkey and Greece; 

 A new priority is how to mitigate the negative impacts of climate change;  

 Forest fires and bark beetle infestation are having larger impacts, contributing to an 

increase of erosion. Projects to address these issues are being currently developed with 

funding from the EU. 

12. Josef KRECEK, Technical University of Prague, presented the Czech National Report. 

The presentation provided an overview of the history and the current situation of protective 

forests in the country. The key topics addressed were: 

 There is a long tradition of protective forests since medieval times, used as boundary 

and to protect the king; 

 Modern idea of protective forests as protection from natural hazards became prominent 

with disasters (e.g. 1997 flood); 
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 Protective forests are recognized in forest and water laws, focusing previously on water 

recharge and water quality and currently on climate change impacts, including pests; 

 A big current challenge is the bark beetle infestation, with approximately 50 percent of 

Czech forests affected. 

13. Alison EVANS, Office National des Forêts (ONF), presented the French National 

Report. The presentation focused on ongoing projects and studies related to protective forests 

in France. The main topics in the field of natural hazard prevention, addressed in the 

presentation, were: 

 Management of aquatic environments and flood prevention (GEMAPI), which has been 

included in the environmental code and includes the concept of defense against floods, 

including evaluation of dykes and embankment systems; 

 Drought and fires in mountain forests, which increase the vulnerability to hazards. Since 

these issues are becoming more frequent, a new strategy to deal with them is demanded; 

 A new national strategy plan on glacial and periglacial risks was developed, aiming to 

coordinate and improve the state of knowledge on these phenomena; 

 Avalanches during the winter season 2017-2018 were higher than usual, reaching more 

than 3000 events, which in turn caused more flooding in the spring. 

14. Richard HEITZ, Bavarian State Institute of Forestry, presented the German National 

Report. The presentation focused primarily on the Bavarian Alpine region, which equals the 

German part of the Alps. The main outputs from the presentation were: 

 Mountain forests within the Bavarian Alpine Region cover an area of 250.000 ha, of 

which 58 percent are protective; 

 57% of Bavaria’s forests are owned by the State of Bavaria and managed by the 

Bavarian State forest enterprise; 

 Definition and legal framework for the management of protective forests is given by the 

Forest Act of Bavaria, confirming special protection against deforestation and affording 

special permissions for clear-cuts in protective forests; 

 Forests are managed by owners. The Bavarian State provides direct financial support 

for sustainable management to private forest owners and local communities as well as 

for special measures (bGWL) within the National forest (e.g. forest roads and planting); 

 The Bavarian Forest Administration is responsible for Sanitation areas (14.000 ha, 9%); 

 There is a special Bavarian program for the adaption of mountain forests to the climate 

change called BWO (“offensive for mountain forests”). 

15. Alberto DEL LUNGO, University of Tuscia, presented the Italian National Report. 

The presentation focused on the policy regarding mountain watersheds and protective forests. 

The main topics discussed during the presentation were: 

 Italy does not have a definition for watershed, defining only catchment, as a physical 

delineation; 

 Mountain catchments provide services and forest cover ensures service provision, which 

is why the forests are protected by laws; 

 In legislation, forests are considered as the “direct protection” from natural hazards; 
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 Mountain catchments need specific management, but due to investment are often 

unmanaged and become degraded; 

 Through integrated landscape management approaches, main mountain watersheds 

become part of broader protection programmes and are protected through the inclusion 

in regional reserves and national parks. 

16. Stephanie EISNER, Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research, presented the 

Norwegian National Report. The presentation provided an overview of protective forests in 

Norway, highlighting the governance system in the country. The key messages from the 

presentation were: 

 By definition, protection forests protect other forests from adverse weather conditions 

and against natural hazards; 

 Individual counties can issue regulations on management and implement at municipal 

level, which leads to inconsistent management in many cases; 

 There are three forest zones in mountainous areas: in upper area no harvesting, in the 

second third single-tree cutting zone and finally harvesting with restrictions; 

 There are few guidelines on how to identify and manage protection forests in the 

country. 

17. Marcin JACHYM, Forest Research Institute, presented the Polish National Report. The 

presentation focused on an overview of protective forests and on current projects being 

implemented in different areas of the country. The main outputs were: 

 National policies acknowledge the protective function of forests; 

 Protective forests cover 53.7 percent of the total forest area within the State Forests; 

 Projects from different funding, including EU, Norwegian funds and own resources are 

being currently implemented in the country; 

 The projects focused in diverse benefits from the protective function of forests, 

including prevention of floods, droughts and erosion. 

18. Zlatica CSONTOS SIMONAKOVA, Ministry of Environment, presented the Slovak 

National Report. The presentation provided an overview of current projects in Slovakia and 

focused on the policy regarding the management of their protective forests. The main outcomes 

were: 

 There is a need of further collaboration between the Ministry of Agriculture, responsible 

for forest management, and the Ministry of Natural Protection, which is prioritizing 

climate change and biodiversity, especially on deforestation and degradation issues; 

 Slovakia Forestry Enterprise has projects to use disclosed nature management, restore 

wetlands and improve water management; 

 There is no specific policy on mountains as the country is 80% mountainous, however 

the Ministry of Transport and Tourism is calling for the development of a mountain 

management strategy. 

19. Simon POLJANSEK, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food, presented the 

Slovenian National Report. The presentation provided an overview of Slovenian watershed 

policy and the main challenges being faced. The key topics addressed in the presentation were: 

 Given the sloped terrain and precipitation, protective forests play a major role in the 

country; 
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 The main function of protective forests in Slovenia is the protection of forest land and 

stands from the effects of erosion processes; 

 Different laws, including Forests Act, Water Act and Environmental Protection Act 

deal with the protective function of forests; 

 Mountain challenges in Slovenia include climate change, forest fires, bark beetle, 

windthrow, ice sleet and the need for more active forest management. 

20. Senol OTKAY TEKEN and Ibrahim ERGUVEN, Ministry of Agriculture and Forest, 

General Directorate of Forestry, presented the Turkish National Report. An overview of the 

country’s protective forests and the main issues being currently faced were presented, as well 

as examples of interventions done in torrent and avalanche control activities. The main 

outcomes from the presentation were: 

 Turkey has large leeward area and is mountainous, which results in moderate to heavy 

erosion; 

 Climate change has affected precipitation regime, leading to a higher intensity rainfall; 

 Main priority of protective forests is to conserve soil and reduce erosion; 

 Recent activities include establishment of dams, reforestation and erosion control, 

considering always the socio-economic conditions. 

 It was recognized the importance of participation on working parties in order to achieve 

objectives of different international commitments. 

21. The national reports presentations will be available for download on the WPMMW 

website and in the FAO meeting repository. 

 

TOUR DE TABLE ON ADDED VALUE OF THE WORKING PARTY 

 

22. Participants of the session were invited to share their opinions about the added value of 

participating in the Working Party. The main outcomes from the activity were related to the 

exchange of experiences that the WP can provide: 

 Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU highlighted the occurrence of forests fires in Austria. Since 

these events are relatively new in the country, Austria does not have high expertise to 

deal with the issue. Therefore, learning from other countries and being in contact with 

other perspectives is seen as very valuable in order to adapt diverse approaches to the 

national context.  

 Senol OKTAY KETEN reinforced the importance of the knowledge exchanging in 

order to overcome common issues and find solutions together. 

 Matjaz GUCEK emphasized the role of the WP as a common place for cooperation and 

exchange of knowledge, especially in the context of climate change. 

 Observers from Austria highlighted the value of protective forests and the importance 

of the WP as a place to engage more research and share knowledge to adapt to new 

contexts. 

23. Yuka MAKINO summarized the discussion, reinforcing the opportunity to integrate and 

develop science-based policy within the Working Party. 

 

WORK PLANNING 
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24. Ansgar FELLENDORF presented the Strategy Papers of the Working Groups “Forest 

and Water” and “Hazards and disaster risk management in mountains”, providing information 

about their leaders, outcomes, mandates and main activities. Working Party members will 

have one month from the session to present inputs to the strategy papers (the inputs may 

be submitted by October 25, 2019). 

 

25. Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU (Austria) presented a formal proposal of the creation of a 

third working group, with the theme “Protective functions of forests”. Alberto DEL LUNGO 

(Italy) noted that the proposed new Working Group was not defined by a concept note to explain 

its roles and activities. In addition, it seemed that the new WG would include several 

crosscutting issues with WG on Forest and Water. Thus, he suggested to merge the new WG 

with WG on Forest and Water, but it was answered that the new WG would include a policy 

component that is lacking on WG 1. Stephanie EISNER (Norway) seconded the proposal and 

the motion was put up for vote. The votes regarding the creation of the new Working Group of 

each country are below: 

 Bulgaria: Yes 

 Czech Republic: Yes 

 France: Yes 

 Germany: Yes 

 Italy: Yes, if it includes the policy component 

 Poland: Yes 

 Slovakia: Yes 

 Slovenia: Yes 

 Turkey: No 

Since the minimum number of votes for approval of the motion was reached, the creation of the 

Working Group 3: “Protective functions of forests” was formalized. AUSTRIA will be 

responsible to develop and share the concept note of the Working Group with other 

members.  

 

26. Elaine SPRINGGAY facilitated a strategy discussion about the Working Group “Forest 

and Water” with Zlatica CSONTOS SIMONAKOVA, Alberto DEL LUNGO, Stephanie 

EISNER, Ansgar FELLENDORF and Marcin JACHYM, focusing on the potential 

opportunities to be developed. The main outputs from the discussion were: 

 The Working Group would like to move from being focused on forest hydrology science 

to focusing on practice; 

 The most discussed topics in the group were:  

o Management of forest in protected headwaters,  

o Forest infrastructure (e.g. roads) role on floods, and  

o Impacts of watershed restoration on water quality and quantity; 

 Other topics of interested highlighted by the group were sustainable forest management 

approaches in a changing climate and landscape planning considering livelihoods and 

the involvement in the WG of representatives of all the stakeholders related to forest 

lands in order to reduce conflicts in land use that often affects forests; 

 As proposed activities for the next years, the group suggested: 

o Establishment of workshops for practitioners based on water availability, 
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o Communication and dissemination of current projects, and  

o Development of science-policy based guidelines for forest restoration and 

landscape planning. 

27. Yuka MAKINO facilitated a strategy discussion about the main activities carried out by 

the Working Group 2 “Hazards and disaster risk management in mountains” and its next 

activities. The participants were Simon CARLADOUS, Anthony DUBOIS, Ibrahim 

ERGUVEN, Thomas FINK, Matjaz GUCEK, Senol OKTAY KETEN, Samo SKRJANEC, 

Vitor VANNOZZI BRITO and Yusuf ZIYA ERGENE. The main outputs were: 

 During phases 1 and 2, the group has been developing workshops focused on torrent 

control, with exchange of knowledge on real problems; 

 TURKEY agreed to host the next workshop and kindly invited the Working Group 2 

participants. The event will be carried out in mid-2020 (date to be confirmed by 

December 2019). Topic will be defined between Turkey and WG leaders before end of 

2019. A suggested topic was “alternative torrent control activities in changing 

precipitation regime”; 

 A publication about the second phase of the workshops will be launched by mid-2020, 

with lessons learned and main outcomes; 

 The participants suggested different topics during the discussion, including:  

o Management and silviculture techniques in high natural hazardous sites,  

o Hazard mapping standardised procedure,  

o Forest fires and their impact on mountain watersheds,  

o Protective forests versus shallow landslides, and 

o Protective forests versus snow avalanches.   

 The participants also suggested next activities to be carried out within the Working 

Group, including:  

o Development of trainings, involving also non-WP countries,  

o Preparation of draft guidelines for different natural hazards, and  

o Inclusion of protective forests in risk management strategies. 

28. Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU facilitated a strategy discussion about the recently created 

Working Group: “Protective Functions of Forests”. Albena BOBEVA, Alison EVANS, Simon 

POLJANSEK and Markus WALLNER, and participated in the discussion, which main 

outcomes were: 

 Relevant topics to be addressed by the Working Group:  

o Protective forests and climate-related risks (e.g. forest fires, storms, drought, 

bark beetle),  

o Adaptation governance on protective forests and climate change,  

o Ownership and economic interests in protective forests,  

o Game and hunting management plan: standards and best practices, and 

o Ecosystem services of protective functions; 

 Suggestions of activities to be carried out during the next years: 

o Development of national and transnational training program about maintenance 

of protection forests within the EFC network, 
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o Establishment of international policy network for the topic of Protective 

Functions of Forests. 

29. Regarding the Working Groups, the next steps agreed during the session were: 

 FAO will create and disseminate a survey to determine the membership and leads of 

the working groups by the end of October 2019; 

 AUSTRIA will include the outputs from the Working Group discussions and the 

inputs from the countries in the strategy papers by mid-November 2019; 

 After the definition of the Working Groups leadership, FAO will update the Steering 

Committee governance structure and upload to the website. 

30. Ansgar FELLENDORF presented the Working Party Action Plan for the next years, 

which included: 

 November 2019. Side-event during the European Forest Week: “Protective Functions 

of Forests in a Changing Climate: The European experience”. Venue: Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

 February 2020. Working Group 1 Conference. Venue: Prague, Czech Republic. 

 Q1 2020. Steering Committee Meeting. Venue: to be defined. 

 Q1 2020. Publication of the report on protective functions of forests. 

 Q2 2020. Publication of lessons learned from workshops (Working Group 2). 

 Q3 2021. Next session. Venue: to be defined. 

AUSTRIA will include in the Action Plan other possible events that were defined during 

the discussion. The final Action Plan will be disseminated with the members. 
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CONFERENCE ON “PROTECTIVE FUNCTION OF FORESTS IN A 

CHANGING CLIMATE”  
 

Introductory remarks  

 

31.  Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU (Austria) opened the conference emphasizing the 

importance of the protective functions of forests in Europe, particularly in the context of climate 

change, and underlined the critical need to ensure these functions. The key note speeches by 

Deputy Governor Josef GEISLER (Government of Tyrol, Austria) and Mayor Georg WILLI 

(City of Innsbruck, Austria) highlighted the importance of forests for the region in different 

aspects, including economy, tourism and protection.  They emphasized that the topic is of 

particular importance for Tyrol and Innsbruck since 75% of the municipality is covered by 

forest. Moreover, that is topic of interest to all society, given that mountains and forests are 

integral to the culture, safety and lifestyle of the area. 

 

32. Yuka MAKINO (FAO) delivered a keynote speech Global alliances for managing 

forests in a Changing Climate, providing an overview of the topic, including global data about 

protective forests and FAO’s main approaches and programmes related to the issue. A call for 

action for governments, practitioners and researchers was made, highlighting the main gaps 

currently faced. 

 

33. Klemens SCHADAUER (Research Centre for Forests, Austria) presented National 

forest inventories – a potential for information on alpine forests. The presentation provided 

information about the European National Forest Inventory Network (ENFIN) and the main 

challenges faced by the network, which include funding and the harmonization of procedures 

and definitions. The integration of technologies, such as field plots inventories and remote 

sensing were highlighted as paramount in order to create models to monitor the forests. 

 

SESSION 1 “POLICY AND CHALLENGES FOR PROTECTIVE FUNCTIONS OF 

FORESTS: INTERNATIONAL APPROACHES”  

 

34. Arthur Sandri (Swiss Federal Office for the Environment, Switzerland) presented 

Country report of Switzerland – Protection forest policy and implementation. 

 

35. Marcin JACHYM (Forest Research Institute, Poland) presented The protective 

functions of forests – Report from Poland. 

  

36. Simon CARLADOUS (Office National des Forêts – ONF, France) presented The 

protective functions of forests in mountain watersheds in the context of a changing climate – 

French national report. 

 

37. Senol OTKAY KETEN (Ministry of Agriculture and Forest, General Directorate of 

Forestry, Turkey) presented Protective forests in Turkey. 

 

38. Simon POLJANSEK (Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food, Slovenia) presented 

Slovenian Country Report. 

 

39. The discussion session with the panelists focused on:  

 Silvopastoralism and possible ways to integrate it in the management plans; 

 Floods and main approaches to deal with the issue in the countries; 
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 Mapping and modelling the impact of climate change in the protective forests; 

 Conflicts among different functions of forests in the management aspect. 

 

SESSION 2 “ADAPTATION STRATEGIES FOR PROTECTIVE FORESTS IN 

EUROPE IN A CHANGING CLIMATE”  

 

40. Johannes HANGLER (Federal Ministry for Sustainability and Tourism, Austria) 

presented Mountain forest governance. 

 

41. Wolfger MAYRHOFER (Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine Convention, Austria) 

presented How the Alpine Convention deals with mountain forests. 

 

42. Michael ENGLISCH (Austrian Federal Research Centre for Forests, Austria) presented 

Impacts of climate change on mountain forest sites. 

 

43. Karl KLEEMAYR (Institute for Natural Hazard Research, Austria) presented the 

project Green Risk 4 Alps. 

 

44. Frederic BERGER (IRSTEA, France) presented The project ROCKtheALPS: 

Challenges/objectives/results. 

 

45. The discussion session with the panelists focused on: 

 Next steps of projects regarding natural hazards; 

 How to assess the protective effects of forests against floods, debris flows and 

landslides; 

 Efficiency and implementation of legal mechanisms regarding protective forests; 

 Importance of exchanging data and knowledge in order to overcome common issues, 

such as scale and funding. 

SESSION 3 “SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF PROTECTIVE FORESTS”  

 

46. Claudia SAUERMOSER (Austrian Service for Torrent and Avalanche Control, Austria) 

presented Management of Protective Forests – Storm “Vaia”. 

 

47. Norbert PUTZGRUBER (Österreichische Bundesforste, Austria) presented Protection 

forests – Challenges and Solutions of the ÖBF. 

 

48. Hideaki MARUI (Niigata University, Japan) presented Role and Policy for Protective 

Forests in Japan - Japanese Perspective on Protective Forests. 

 

49. Georg PIRCHER (Forest Service of South Tyrol, Italy) presented Sustainable 

Management of Protective Forests in South Tyrol. 

 

50. The discussion session with the panelists focused on: 

 Correct approach to deal with dead wood after windstorms, since removing it could 

increase the natural hazards, but keeping it could increase the risk of bark beetle 

infestations; 

 Conflict between game and regeneration of forests; 
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 How to deal with overaged stands in the mountains; 

 Impact of afforestation with exotic species. 

Closing remarks 

 

51. Yuka MAKINO (FAO) summarized the conference and highlighted eight key points 

from the presentations: 

 The key is reduction of risk, not that nothing will ever happen; 

 Forests should be considered part of the risk management plan; 

 Protection forests are important for both mountain risk and riparian risk management; 

 Protection forests are aging and facing issues with regeneration in some areas; 

 Climate change is affecting mountain forests, triggering pest infestations, forest fires, 

increase of precipitation, loss of biodiversity, change in weathering patterns, timberline 

and biomass; 

 Management of mountain forests needs to change with the changing conditions 

including reclassification of forests and application of different treatments, management 

for wildlife and multiple-uses; 

 Communication is paramount to reduce risk and designing the communication to the 

practitioners and general public; 

 Tools and guidelines for practitioners are being developed and are vital to address the 

challenges. 

52. In his closing remarks, Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU (Austria) thanked all the presenters 

and expressed high appreciation for the richness of the discussions and the quality of the 

presentations. He underlined the importance of the protective forests and acknowledged the role 

of the WPMMW in the area. 

 

53. Participants thanked Austria for hosting the 32nd session and expressed warmest 

appreciation to Florian RUDOLF-MIKLAU, Ansgar FELLENDORF, Markus WALLNER and 

others involved in the preparation of this meeting. 

 

53. The study tour on 27 September 2019 gave an introduction to the Stubai Valley, the 

main valley of the Stubai Alps. Pertinent topics were addressed and included natural hazards 

and the complexity of managing protective forests on public and private lands in the Alpine 

area. Participants also visited an area of wood harvesting via modern hybrid cable crane 

technology, having the opportunity to learn about the machinery used for this purpose. 
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ANNEX A 

 

  

32nd Session of the EFC Working Party on the Management of Mountain Watersheds 

(WPMMW)  

and Conference on “Protective Functions of Forests in a Changing Climate” 

25th – 27th of September 2019 

Innsbruck, Austria 

The Austrian Federal Ministry for Sustainability and Tourism and the FAO Secretariat 

cordially invite to the 32nd Session of the EFC Working Party on Mountain Watersheds 

and an expert conference on “Protective Functions of Forests in a Changing Climate” in 

the Alpine city of Innsbruck, Austria. 

25.09.2019 32nd Session of the Working Party on the Management of Mountain 

Watersheds  (City Hall, Maria-Theresien-Straße 18) 

Directions: enter the Rathausgalerien and use the elevator. Signs will help lead the way. 

12:30- 13:00 Arrival/ Registration 

13:00- 15:00 Session of the Working Party – Part 1 

 Welcome and Introduction  

Josef Krecek; Florian Rudolf-Miklau; Yuka Makino; Markus Wallner 

 Overview of Working Party and Working Groups 

Yuka Makino and Leads of Working Groups: Senol Oktay Keten, Eero Kubin; 

Anthony Dubois; Thomas Fink 

 Country Reports (a 7 mins) 

(Power Point presentation about mountain watershed management policy 

and challenges) 

15:00- 15:30 Coffee break 

Programme 

http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjl55anu5XhAhVIYlAKHSoXD-YQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.fao.org/lebanon/fao-in-lebanon/en/&psig=AOvVaw2oGiXlW8xEzrW9mWL9PBEp&ust=1553334285767796
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15:30- 17:30 Session of the Working Party – Part 2 

 Tour de table on added value of the Working Party 

 Presentation and Short Discussion of WG Strategy Papers 

 Interactive Structured Strategy Discussion for WP  

(Yuka Makino and team) 

 Action Plan for next five years 

(FAO and Austria) 

17:50- 18:00 Summary and Closing 

18:15  Meeting point city hall entrance for guided city centre tour (optional)  

19:30 Dinner invitation at Stiftskeller (Stiftgasse 1- 7)  

 

 

 

26.09.2019 

09:30- 10:30 Arrival/ Registration 

10:30- 11:15 Opening Session 

• Welcome and Keynote Speeches 

Florian Rudolf-Miklau, Federal Ministry for Sustainability and Tourism  

(Austria) 

Deputy Governor Josef Geisler,  Government of the Tyrol (Austria) 

Mayor Georg Willi,   City of Innsbruck (Austria) 

Yuka Makino,   Food and Agriculture Organization of the  

     United Nations (Italy) 

Klemens Schadauer,   Research Centre for Forests (Austria) 

11:15- 12:30 Session 1 “Policy and Challenges for Protective Functions of Forests: 

International Approaches” 

• Country Reports and Moderated Panel Discussion  

12:30- 13:30 Lunch break with Tyrolean Fingerfood 
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13:30- 15:00 Session 2 “Adaptation Strategies for Protective Forests in Europe in a 

Changing Climate” 

• Presentations and Interactive Discussion 

Johannes Hangler  Federal Ministry for Sustainability and Tourism 

(Austria) 

Wolfger Mayrhofer,  Permanent Secretariat of the Alpine Convention  

Michael Englisch,  Austrian Research Centre for Forests 

Karl Kleemayr  Institute for Natural Hazard Research 

Frédéric Berger,   IRSTEA (France) 

15:00- 15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30- 17:00 Session 3 “Sustainable Management of Protective Forests” 

• Plenary Discussion and Take-Aways 

Norbert Putzgruber,  Austrian state forests 

Claudia Sauermoser,  Service for Torrent and Avalanche Control  

    (Austria)  

Hideaki Marui,   Niigata University (Japan)  

Georg Pircher,   Forest Service of South Tyrol (Italy) 

17:00- 17:15 Summary and Practical Information for Evening Program and Excursion 

 Florian Rudolf-Miklau, Yuka Makino and Markus Wallner 

18:15 Meeting Point “Landhausplatz” 

 Transportation to dinner location by bus and cable car 

19:15  Dinner Reception on Patscherkofel mountain “Das Kofel” 

„Das Kofel” restaurant is located at the mountain gondola station of the 

Patscherkofel cable car at 1951m above sea level. The restaurant serves 

regional Tyrolean cuisine with a stunning view of Innsbruck at night.  

Dress code: smart casual, traditional clothing is welcome  
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27.09.2019 FAO/ EUSALP Conference – Excursion 

! Please bring hiking shoes and clothing for rainy conditions 

08:00  Meeting Point “Landhausplatz” 

 Transportation by bus to Stubaital Moos 12, 6167 Neustift 

08:00- 12:00 Field Excursion to Stubai Valley  

• Visits to sights of multifunctional protection forest in Alpine area 

13:00  End of program in Innsbruck (city centre) 

 

Meeting point: “Landhausplatz” (Eduard-Wallnöfer-Square)  
Old-town map, highlighting the City hall (venue plenary session) and meeting point (X): 
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