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Rescuing, restoring and protecting 
seed systems in emergencies

The International Plant Treaty

Access to local seed is crucial for communities to get back on their feet and improve their livelihoods, food and nutrition security. However, rescuing and restoring 
seed systems is often not considered in emergency response plans. A joint Food and Agriculture Organization and International Plant Treaty project in 

Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe shows how rescuing and restoring seed systems can be part of emergency interventions and national planning.

Providing back-up and access to a global genepool of diverse seeds 
and germplasm in national, regional and international genebanks.

80% of seeds used by 
smallholder farmers 
are sourced locally

Heavy rains, floods, and 
landslides destroyed local 
seed reserves such as crop 
fields, granaries and forests

99.000 agricultural kits 
with early maturing crops 
distributed in affected 
communities

Needs of farming
communities to 
continue to grow, eat 
and sell crops identified

Suitable seeds identified 
in national and regional 
genebanks

Local crop species 
conserved at local and 
national level as back-up

Local seeds are adapted 
to environmental stresses Affected communities 

have less food to eat, 
farm, exchange and sell
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Malawi, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe genebanks 
collaborated on improved 
emergency response 
strategies for local seed 
systems 

8.000 electronic cash 
vouchers for seeds and 
tools distributed

Local seeds are affordable 
and easy to come by
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Restoring Seed
Systems

Disaster-proofing local
seed systems in planning

Seeds regenerated and 
returned to communities for 
future use and safeguarding

Farmer preferences and 
climate data matched 
with global gene pool
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This infographics was informed by experiences from a joint project by the Food and Agriculture Organization and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture in collaboration with the Governments of Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe and supported by the Governments of Germany and Norway.


