
 

 

REVISED Recommendation WECAFC/17/2019/22 “ON WECAFC INTERIM DATA 

COLLECTION REFERENCE FRAMEWORK” 

 

The Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC): 

 

RECALLING that the objective of the Commission is to promote the effective conservation, management 

and development of the living marine resources within the area of competence of the Commission, in 

accordance with the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, the Voluntary Guidelines for 

Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication, and 

to address common problems of fisheries management and development faced by members of the 

Commission;  

 

NOTING that the 16th session of WECAFC held in Guadeloupe, France, 20-24 June 2016, agreed to 

establish the Regional Fisheries Data and Statistics Working Group (FDS WG); 

 

CONSIDERING the identified minimum steps needed to improve evidence-based decision-making 

regarding conservation, management and sustainable use of fisheries by WECAFC members and the sub-

regional fisheries bodies, including  efforts to (i) Increase and improve fisheries data and statistics 

(including socio-economic data), (ii) Increase accuracy of data and statistics via utilizing agreed practices 

in data collection, (iii) Develop and implement agreed practices for data sharing and (iv) Identify feasible 

stock assessment models for the region; 

 

MINDFUL that qualitative and quantitative improvement of regional data and statistics requires 

harmonization and standardization at national and regional level with the definition of minimum data 

requirements in support of evidence based decision-making. 

 

MINDFUL of the global Reference Harmonization standard being developed by the 

Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics under which WECAFC, ICCAT, FAO and 

other RFBs collaborate for harmonizing and streamlining data collection and reporting 

frameworks including consideration of multiple reporting burdens. 
 

 

REAFFIRMING the commitment of CARICOM States to improving evidence based decision-making 

through regional cooperation as expressed in multiple regional policy documents including the “Strategic 

Action Programme for the Caribbean and North Brazil Shelf Large Marine Ecosystem”, the CARICOM 

Strategic Plan, 2015 -2019, the Caribbean Community Common Fisheries Policy (CCCFP) and the CRFM 

Strategic Plan, 2013-2021; 

 

RECOGNIZING the important steps taken by the OSPESCA and CRFM members in terms of building 

capacity for reliable and timely statistics in the past years. 

ACKNOWLEDGING the WECAFC-FIRMS (Fisheries and  Resource Monitoring System) project as a 

collaborative platform for collation and sharing of scientific information, leveraging on-going regional 

projects, and prioritizing national data needs, 

 

FURTHER RECOGNIZING the continued efforts by the WECAFC members to increase their capacities 

to collect, analyze and report fisheries data and statistics; 

 



 

 

PENDING the delivery of additional information by the FDS-WG; 

 

ADOPTS in conformity with Article 6 of the WECAFC Revised Statutes this RECOMMENDATION that: 

1. WECAFC, CRFM, and OSPESCA , through the regional and subregional focal points 

continue to support and to validate national inventories and their publishing through 

FIRMS as part of the global monitoring framework  requested under SDG14.4.1, 

‘Proportion of fish stocks within biological levels’, 

2. WECAFC endorse the Interim Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF), as a 

foundation for fisheries data and statistics collection and collation to feed the needs of 

developing, monitoring, assessing and reviewing regional fisheries policies, taking into 

account the need for adaptive review., 

3. WECAFC facilitate its members’ data collection relevant for   existing international 

management bodies. 

4. WECAFC promote provision of national data and statistics to the WECAFC-CRFM-

OSPESCA Regional DataBase (RDB) according to Interim Data Collection Reference 

Framework (DCRF),  

5. WECAFC members promote continued participation in the FDS WG and specifically to 

support the intersessional work plan as relates interactions with thematic working groups 

relating to national vessel mappings to regional fleet segment classifications, promotion of 

species for priority reporting, and associated identification of sub-areas for species 

reporting,  

6. WECAFC members encourage strengthened collaboration between the FDS-WG and 

thematic working groups to refine and keep updated the DCRF and associated data sharing 

polices, taking into account the input from all members. 

7. WECAFC Secretariat and WECAFC members provide technical support, as appropriate to 

the SIDS to strengthen national capacities to collect data according to the DCRF, and to 

manage and submit statistical data and report to the WECAFC.     
 

 

 



 

 

REVISED DRAFT RECOMMENDATION ON WECAFC/17/2019/23 “THE LIST OF 

MAIN SPECIES FOR DATA COLLECTION IN THE WECAFC AREA” 

 

The Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC): 

 

RECALLING that the objective of the Commission is to promote the effective conservation, management 

and development of the living marine resources within the area of competence of the Commission, in 

accordance with the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, the Voluntary Guidelines for 

Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication and to 

address common problems of fisheries management and development faced by members of the 

Commission;  

 

NOTING that the 16th session of WECAFC held in Guadeloupe, France, 20-24 June 2016, agreed to 

establish the Regional Fisheries Data and Statistics Working Group (FDSWG); 

 

CONSIDERING the identified minimum steps needed to improve evidence-based decision-making 

regarding conservation, management and sustainable use of fisheries by WECAFC members and the sub-

regional fisheries bodies including efforts to (i) Increase and improve fisheries data and statistics (including 

socio-economic data), (ii) Increase accuracy of data and statistics via utilizing agreed practices in data 

collection, (iii) Develop and implement agreed practices for data sharing and (iv) Identify feasible stock 

assessment models for the region 

 

MINDFUL that qualitative and quantitative improvement of regional data and statistics requires 

harmonization and standardization at national and regional level with the definition of minimum data 

requirements in support of evidence based decision-making; 

 

REAFFIRMING the commitment of CARICOM States to improving evidence based decision-making 

through regional cooperation as expressed in several regional policy documents including the “Strategic 

Action Programme for the Caribbean and North Brazil Shelf Large Marine Ecosystem”, the CARICOM 

Strategic Plan, 2015–2019, the Caribbean Community Common Fisheries Policy (CCCFP) and the CRFM 

Strategic Plan, 2013-2021. 

 

RECOGNIZING the important steps taken by the OSPESCA and CRFM members in terms of building 

capacity for reliable and timely statistics in the past years. 

 

FURTHER RECOGNIZING the continued efforts by the WECAFC members to increase their capacities 

to collect, analyze and report fisheries data and statistics; 

 

RECALLING that The WECAFC shall cover all living marine resources, without prejudice to the 

management responsibilities and authority of other competent fisheries bodies and other living marine 

resources management organizations or arrangements in the area.  

 

ACKNOWLEDGING the WECAFC members challenges to collect data and produce statistics on all living 

marine resources 

 

PENDING the delivery of additional information by the FDS WG and Species specific WGs; 



 

 

ADOPTS in conformity with Article 6 of the WECAFC Revised Statutes this RECOMMENDATION that: 

 

1. WECAFC endorses the structure and concept of developing a list of main species, according to  

guidance provided through the Interim DCRF on harmonization of collection of data and statistics, 

including socio-economic data , based on several selection supporting criteria by the FDS WG, in 

particular to support collection of data and statistics for:  

 Species  for which there is an  established a WECAFC working group, and/or where fisheries 

specific regional and sub-regional management plans exist (e.g., conch, lobster, flying fish), 

mFADs, deep sea, relevant recreational species  and  fish spawning aggregations (FSAs), 

 Species/stocks on the high seas, straddling/migratory/deep seas, and in areas beyond national 

jurisdiction (ANBJ) that would correspond to the establishment of a regional fisheries management 

arrangement or entity.  

  

 Species with existing mandatory reporting requirements 

 Relevant commercially targeted and threatened sharks and rays, 

 Other Reference species identified to other importance to the WECAFC members (e.g., shrimps, 

groupers, acoupas, snappers, etc.)  

 

2. WECAFC requests the FDS WG to continue to seek guidance and final approval of the species priority 

list taking into account input from all WECAFC members 


