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Drylands are home to more than 2 billion people and contain
44 percent of the world’s agricultural land, supporting to over
half the world’s food production. Drylands are also host some
of the most fragile ecosystems in the world. Climate change,

a growing population and an increase in global demand for
livestock will increase the demand for rangeland area and
further induce land degradation, negatively aFecting the
livelihoods of its inhabitants, including 600 million poor
smallholder farmers.

The objective of the Sustainable Forest Management Impact
Program on Dryland Sustainable Landscapes (DSL-IP) is to
avoid, reduce, and reverse further degradation, desertifcation,
and deforestation of land and ecosystems in drylands, through
the sustainable management of production landscapes. The
DSL-IP is a multi-focal, integrated initiative to promote social,
land degradation, biodiversity and climate change benefts. It
will also support countries in the implementation of their Land
Degradation Neutrality Strategies under the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertifcation (UNCCD).

The DSL-IP is led by FAO, supported by the Global Environment
Facility (GEF), and in partnership with the World Bank,
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and
World Wildlife Fund (WWF), World Overview of Conservation
Approaches and Technologies (WOCAT), and the UN Convention
to Combat Desertifcation (UNCCD). The USD 104 million
funding under the GEF-7 funding cycle, along with over USD
800 million in co-Fnancing, will assist 11 countries located
across Africa and Asia in fostering resilience of production
systems in drylands, promoting restoration and rehabilitation,

and improving livelihoods through a comprehensive landscape
approach. The program will crowd-in new collaborations

with the private sector across multiple scales and civil society,
especially organizations for rural indigenous youth and women,
for enduring results and coherent action through whole-of-
society engagement.

The program will reach close to 1 million direct benefciaries
and bring 12 million hectares of drylands under sustainable
land management, including 1.1 million hectares primarily
beneftting biodiversity and preventing deforestation of 10,000
hectares of high conservation-value forests. In addition, the
program will improve management efectiveness in 1.6 million
hectares of protected areas and restore 0.9 million hectares of
degraded land in the drylands. All these activities will result in
total greenhouse gas emission reductions of 34.6 million tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent (tCO2e). The program will also
engage with many other countries facing similar challenges to
generate more global environmental benefts, while scaling up
and out eFective approaches.

For dryland landscapes to be sustainable:

1. They must be resilient, adaptive and biologically functional;

2. Their management must be responsive to social and
landscape trends over time and capable of generating food,
income and services in a sustainable manner; and

3. Efective governance conditions must exist for the goods
and services that they generate, to be distributed equitably
among diFerent stakeholder groups.
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Kazakhstan Resilient Agroforestry
and Rangeland Project.

Introduction of pasture
management, development

of pasture forage production,
improving and watering of degraded
pasture lands.

Fostering resilience of agro-ecological systems and
forests in the three geographic clusters of drylands:
Miombo/Mopane of Southern Africa, Savannas of East
and West Africa, and temperate grasslands, savannas
and shrublands of Central Asia.
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Community-centred conservation and
sustainable management mechanisms
for critical patch ecosystems within the
productive landscapes.
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Integrated Landscape
Management in Dry
Miombo Woodlands of
Tanzania developed and
submitted.

Source: UNEP-WGMC. 2007. A spatial analysis approach to the global delineation
of dryland areas of rélévance to the CBD Programme of Work on Dry and Subhumid
Lands. [online]. Cited 04 November 2022. World Dryland Areas - Overview (une-
p-wcmc.org) ..

Promote environmentally
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practices.
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Degradation is accelerated
by climate change, rapid and biodiversity
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Resilience of agro-ecological
systems and forests in the Drylands.

To achieve transformational change, the impact program
framework will rely on a three-pronged approach:

1. Support the development of eFective governance systems,
including improved coordination and collaboration across
sectors and strengthening of land/resource tenure;

2. Mobilize national and international stakeholders, strengthen
important dryland value-chains and leverage investments
from the private sector by catalyzing public/grant funds to
upscale Sustainable Land Management (SLM and Sustainable
Forest Management (SFM) strategies in target countries;

3. Implement comprehensive monitoring, assessment and
knowledge management programs based on innovative
spatial assessment tools developed by FAO and partners
supporting shared learning and co-production of
knowledge with local stakeholders - contributing
directly to the achievement of SDG15 and SDG2.
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