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Food systems are under transformation in many
countries to alleviate the impact of conflicts and
diseases, including COVID-19. While many
governments committed to address the exacerbated
crises of climate, biodiversity loss and pollution,
policy efforts are underway to make food systems
more efficient, resilient and inclusive. The UN Food
Systems Summit (UNFSS) 2021 resulted in National
Pathways and urged countries and their stakeholders
to adopt a context-specific food system approach in
their policies and action.
The GEF-7 Food Systems, Land Use and Restoration
Impact Program (FOLUR) envisions a world where
producing food creates sustainable environmental
benefits and flourishing landscapes, a world where
youth empowerment and gender equality are success
triggers.

FAO is working with the World Bank (leading FOLUR)
and other partners in twenty-seven countries with a
focus on productive landscapes and selected value
chains (livestock, cocoa, corn, coffee, palm oil, rice,
soy, and wheat) to achieve global environment
benefits and SDGs.
To this end, FOLUR will be pioneering an integrated
food systems assessment methodology with a
sustainable production landscape informed process,
which is aligned with the ten elements of
agroecology guiding the transition to sustainable
food and agricultural systems.
The event will bring to light how to accelerate the
UNFSS National Pathways through integrated
assessment approaches for more informed decision-
making across national and sub-national levels.

BACKGROUND

• To highlight the importance of adopting a sustainable food system approach and science-based
assessments to inform with evidence UNFSS national pathways and succeed the race to the SDGs

• To introduce selected FOLUR country projects and discuss how sustainable food systems national pathways
can be accelerated

• To point out how to best partner with the private sector and stakeholders to shape and move ahead
gender-sensitive and youth-oriented sustainable food systems national pathways

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

Participants will learn about:

• The sustainable production landscape guided process and how it facilitates integrated landscape
management and spatial planning

• The operationalization of life cycle thinking in food systems analyses to generate evidence and assess
trade-offs at system level

• The potential of FOLUR integrated approaches to achieve environmental benefits, food security and
nutrition while preventing, amongst others, (a) shifts of burdens between areas of concern, (b) leakages of
emissions between countries, (c) deforestation and other land use transformations

PRIMARY AUDIENCE
CFS country delegations, and FOLUR partners and stakeholders.

FORMAT
This virtual event will be hosted on Zoom, and will include two keynote speeches, interviews to representative
of three countries from three different regions, and a facilitated panel discussion with stakeholders.

Simultaneous interpretation and translation in English, French, Spanish and Chinese.
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AGENDA

Welcome address Ewald Rametsteiner
Deputy Director, Forestry Division, FAO

Opening remarks Christopher Brett
FOLUR Program Co-Lead, The World Bank

Keynote speech

Sustainable production 
landscape informed process

Fritjof Boerstler
Senior Natural Resources Officer, Forestry Division, FAO

Keynote speech

Food systems assessment

James Lomax
Sustainable Food Systems and Agriculture Programme Officer, UNEP

Q&A

The voice of the 

countries

CHINA

Wang Quanhui
Chief Expert, Rural Energy and Environmental Agency

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs

CÔTE D'IVOIRE

Kouassi Tehua Pascal Angui
Director General, Production and Food Security

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

PARAGUAY

Graciela Miret Martínez
Director of Strategic Planning

Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable Development

Q&A

The voice of 

stakeholders

Elizabeth Nsimadala
Representative for the African Constituency, World Farmers’ Organization (WFO)

Piercristiano Brazzale
President, International Dairy Federation (IDF)

Jack Bobo
Director, Global Food and Water Policy, The Nature Conservancy

Q&A

Closing Divine Njie
Deputy Director, Food Systems and Food Safety Division, FAO

Master of ceremonies and moderator:

José Valls Bedeau, Policy Officer, Food Systems and Food Safety Division, FAO

Live interpretation will be available in Chinese, English, French, and Spanish.
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Mr Ewald Rametsteiner is a forester from Austria who has been working as the Deputy Director of FAO
Forestry Division since 1 April 2019. He worked as Programme Coordinator (Global Delivery) of FAO's
Strategic Programme "Sustainable Agriculture" (SP2) from 2015 until 2019. Before joining the SP2
Management Team he was the leader of the Forest Governance Team of the Forestry Department. Prior
to FAO he worked at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis and the European Forest
Institute. He was member of Secretariats of intergovernmental bodies and policy advisor on
sustainability issues for a range of international organizations and governmental bodies. He holds a
PhD in Forest Policy and Economics from the University of Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria.

Ewald Rametsteiner

Deputy Director, Forestry Division

FAO

Currently the Lead Agribusiness Specialist in the Global Agricultural Practice of the World Bank,
Christopher Brett has over 30 years of experience working within the public and private sectors in
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. He serves as the World Bank representative on the AgResults Steering
Committee, providing technical inputs and guidance to the design, monitoring, and evaluation of the
Challenge Projects. Mr. Brett has a Master’s degree in agricultural development from Cranfield
University in the United Kingdom.

Christopher Brett

FOLUR Program Lead

The World Bank

Fritjof Boerstler is the Senior National Resources Officer in FAO’s Forestry Division and Global
Coordinator of FAO’s contribution to GEF-7 FOLUR-IP as well as the GEF-7 Impact Program on Dryland
Sustainable Landscapes (DSL-IP). He was previously a Technical Advisor (Natural Resources) at the
FAO GEF Coordination Unit for the Africa portfolio since 2013. His technical background includes
integrated landscape management, bioenergy and ecosystem-based adaptation to climate change.
Fritjof has over 20 years’ experience in formulating and implementing integrated environmental and
sustainable development projects and programs. He holds a Ph.D. (Renewable Bioenergy) and master’s
degree in Economic geography, with focus on sustainable rural development.

Fritjof Boerstler

Senior Natural Resources Officer, Forestry 
Division

FAO

SPEAKERS



James Lomax has been the Sustainable Food Systems and Agriculture Programme Officer in UN
Environment's Division of Technology, Industry and Economics based in Paris, France since 2009.
James leads work on mainstreaming sustainable consumption and production practices from 'farm to
flush' in the agriculture and food sector. He has pioneered the idea of systems thinking in the food and
agriculture sector where nutrition, waste, environmental externalities and livelihoods must be
considered if a shift to more sustainable food systems is to be realized.

James Lomax

Sustainable Food Systems and Agriculture 
Programme Officer

UNEP

Wang Quanhui is chief expert at the Ecology and Resource Protection Station of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs of China. He has extensive experience in research and promotion of the
green transformation and sustainable development of agricultural production systems. His major focus
is on disseminating innovation practices of climate-smart agriculture in China, on the transformation
of modern agriculture in China's urban areas, and on the low-carbon development of rural areas.

Wang Quanhui

Chief Expert, Rural Energy and Environmental 
Agency

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of China

Mr Kouassi Téhua Pascal ANGUI holds a MSc degree in Science and Technology, specialization in
Geology from the University of Cocody (Abidjan, Côte-d'Ivoire), and PhD in Agro-pedology from the
Auburn University (Alabama, USA). He began his professional career in the late 90s at the University
Nangui Abrogoua (Abidjan, Côte-d'Ivoire) as a research professor. Currently, he is full professor in the
same University. Since 2010, he has been working with the central government. Since August 2022,
Prof. Angui has working as Director General of Production and Food Security at the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development of Côte-d'Ivoire.

Kouassi Tehua Pascal Angui

Director General, Production and Food Security

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of 
Côte d’Ivoire



Graciela Miret is Director of Strategic Planning at the Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable
Development of Paraguay, where she has been working for almost 20 years in different roles and
projects to promote sustainable development policies at the country level. She has a degree in
Environmental Sciences, with two specializations, one in Public Management for Development and
Environmental Law and the second one in Formulation and Evaluation of Public Projects.

Graciela Miret Martínez

Director of Strategic Planning

Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable 
Development of Paraguay

Agriprenuer and Advisory Committee Chair of National Alliance of Agricultural Co-operatives (NAAC) in
Uganda, Elizabeth Nsimadala is President of Eastern Africa Farmers Federation (EAFF) and former
President of the Pan African Farmers’ Organisation (PAFO). During the WFO 2019 General Assembly in
Luxemburg, she was awarded as one of the exemplary women leaders in Farmers’ Organisations
contributing to sustainable development.

Elizabeth Nsimadala

Representative for the African Constituency

World Farmers’ Organization (WFO)

Piercristiano Brazzale is President and Chair of the Board of Directors of IDF since November 2020. Prior to this
position, Mr. Brazzale was Chair of the IDF Science and Programme Coordination Committee (SPCC), of which he
was an active member since 2015. Piercristiano Brazzale has also been involved in various IDF’s committees and
initiatives for the last decade and he is a well-known figure in the global dairy community, mostly due to the
important private activity he has developed alongside his institutional engagement at IDF for the last 30 years.
Mr. Brazzale is currently Vice-president of the Brazzale Moravia Dairy Group and Co-CEO of Brazzale Dairy
Company Group, Italy’s oldest dairy company, with investments in Italy, Czech Republic, China and Brazil. His
family company has been producing top quality cheese for at least eight generations, a tradition Mr. Brazzale
has successfully honoured during his professional career.

Piercristiano Brazzale

President

International Dairy Federation (IDF)



Jack Bobo is the Director of Global Food and Water Policy at The Nature Conservancy. He previously
served as the CEO of Futurity, a food foresight company, and is the author of the 2021 book ‘Why smart
people make bad food choices.’ Recognized by Scientific American as one of the 100 most influential
people in biotechnology, he served as the Chief Communications Officer and SVP for Global Policy at
Intrexon Corporation and as a senior advisor for food policy at the U.S. Department of State. Degrees
include: J.D., M.S. in Environmental Science, B.S. in biology and B.A. in psychology and chemistry.

Jack Bobo

Director, Global Food and Water Policy

The Nature Conservancy

Divine Njie holds a Ph.D. degree in Engineering from the University of California, Davis, USA, and B.Sc
and M.Sc degrees in Agricultural Engineering from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. He joined FAO in
2004 and currently is the Deputy Director, Food Systems and Food Safety. Previously at FAO, he led the
Agro-food industry Group and served as Deputy Director of the Rural Infrastructure and Agro-
industries Division, supporting countries in the areas of post-harvest handling, agro-food processing
technologies, agro-industry development and other related domains. Prior to FAO, he worked in the
private sector in food manufacturing in the USA, and taught agro-processing technologies at the
university level in Cameroon and the USA.

Divine Njie

Deputy Director, Food Systems and Food 
Safety Division

FAO

José Valls Bedeau is a Policy Officer in the Food Systems and Food Safety division in FAO headquarters
in Rome, where he provides leadership and guidance for results-based policy assistance and facilitates
policy dialogue and capacity development on sustainable food systems. Previously he worked in food
security and strategic planning units in FAO. He is Agricultural Engineer and MSc. in Rural
Development and has 18 years of experience in the areas of food security and food systems. He has
served in different development organizations and countries, including in Central America and North
Africa.

José Valls Bedeau

Policy Officer, Food Systems and Food Safety 
Division

FAO
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