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Indigenous Data 
Sovereignty

• Indigenous Data Sovereignty is a 
discourse about rights and interests
– Indigenous / Treaty rights
– Cultural Intellectual Property rights
– Indigenous research ethics, data 

ethics

1. Data for Governance: Gaining 
access to use data to transform the 
lives of Indigenous people.

2. Governance of Data: Managing 
access to data to ensure use is 
relevant and responsive.

“You can’t govern Indigenous 
data if you can’t find Indigenous 

data”



Research Data Alliance International Indigenous Data Sovereignty Interest Group. (September 2019). “CARE Principles for Indigenous Data 
Governance.” The Global Indigenous Data Alliance. GIDA-global.org

CARE Principles for 
Indigenous Data Governance



From ownership to control to establishing Indigenous cultural authority

Traditional IP
Creative 

Commons

TK & BC Labels 

and Notices

From IP to Licences to Labels
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Institutions and Data 

Repositories have a 

Responsibility to Disclose 

Indigenous Collections

6



TK Notice
The TK Notice is a visible notification that there are accompanying cultural 

rights and responsibilities that need further attention for any future sharing 

and use of this material. The TK Notice may indicate that TK Labels are in 

development and their implementation is being negotiated. For more 

information about the TK Notice click here.
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BC Notice
The BC (Biocultural) Notice is a visible notification that there are 

accompanying cultural rights and responsibilities that need further attention 

for any future sharing and use of this material or data. The BC Notice 

recognizes the rights of Indigenous peoples to permission the use of 

information, collections, data and digital sequence information (DSI) 

generated from the biodiversity or genetic resources associated with 

traditional lands, waters, and territories. The BC Notice may indicate that 

BC Labels are in development and their implementation is being negotiated. 

For more information about the BC Notice click here.



Attribution Incomplete
Collections and items in our institution have incomplete, 

inaccurate, and/or missing attribution. We are using this notice to 

clearly identify this material so that it can be updated, or corrected 

by communities of origin. Our institution is committed to 

collaboration and partnerships to address this problem of incorrect 

or missing attribution.
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Open to Collaborate
Our institution is committed to the development of new modes of 

collaboration, engagement, and partnership with Indigenous 

peoples for the care and stewardship of past and future heritage 

collections.
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Open to 

Collaborate 

Notices
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Biocultural 

Notices









Communities have an 

Opportunity to add 

appropriate provenance, 

protocols and permissions



BC Provenance
This Label is being used to affirm an inherent interest Indigenous people have in the 

scientific collections and data about communities, peoples, and the biodiversity found 

within traditional lands, waters and territories. [Community name or authorizing party] 

retains the right to be named and associated with it into the future. This association 

reflects a significant relationship and responsibility to [the species or biological entity] 

and associated scientific collections and data.

[Optional attribution statement]

BC Consent Verified
This Label is being used to verify that [community name or authorizing party] have 

consent conditions in place for the use of this information, collections, data, and digital 

sequence information. [These can be found at ….].

BC Research Use
This Label is being used by [community name or authorizing body] to allow this 

information, collection, data, and digital sequence information (DSI) to be used for 

unspecified research purposes. This Label does not provide permission for 

commercialization activities. [Optional return of research results statement]
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Whakatōhea Labels in Manaaki Whenua collections 

database
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Whakatōhea

Labels 
in Manaaki 

Whenua 

collections 

database
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Whakatōhea Labels in collections database
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Whakatōhea Labels in collections database



Science Collaborations

• Technical Implementation 
Working Group

• ERGA

• Maine E DNA

• GEOME

• DivSeek

• Datacite



Dr. Janette Hamilton-Pearce

Local Contexts Programme Lead

support@localcontexts.org

Join our working groups

Cultural Institution Working Group 

Indigenous Community Working Group

Technical Working Group
Follow us on social media

@LocalContexts

@LocalContextsOrg

mailto:support@localcontexts.org
https://www.enrich-hub.org/enrich-networks
mailto:support@localcontexts.org
http://facebook.com/localcontextsorg
http://twitter.com/localcontexts
http://linkedin.com/company/localcontexts
http://instagram.com/localcontexts


Ngā Mihi – Thank you


