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BE
 AWARE 

Firm, round skin nodules of 1 to 5 
cm on the neck, head or anywhere 
on the body. 

Ocular and nasal discharge and 
excessive salivation. 

High fever. Initially skin nodules may be 
mistaken for insect bites 
(Fig.    ). As days progress, 
the size and number of 
nodules increase (Fig.    ). If 
the skin is shaved, a circle 
may be visible around the 
lesion. Then, the center of 
the lesion starts to slough off 
and a scab forms on the top 
of the lesion. After 2-3 
weeks, the scabs begin to 
detach, leaving ulcers that 
are prone to fly strike. 
Ultimately, the lesions start 
to heal but may leave the 
skin with permanent scarring 
(Fig.    ). 

LSD is transmitted by 
blood-feeding insects, 
such as certain species 
of flies, mosquitoes and 
ticks. 

The incubation period can vary 
from 1-5 weeks. If infection is 
transmitted by biting vectors it 
can take up to 28 days or 
more for clinical signs to 
develop. 

The disease is considered 
host-specific, affecting cattle, 
Asian water buffalo and some 
wild ruminants. 

Transmission through direct contact is considered 
to be rare but may occur and is likely to be more 
significant in animals managed under intensive scenarios 
or in close contact. Other transmission routes include: 
contaminated water and feed, seminal transmission, 
through medical treatment (only if adequate precautions 
were not put in place). 

Calves may get infected before birth in the womb or 
through suckling the mother’s milk or via LSD lesions 
on the teats. 

Enlarged lymph nodes.

Depression, reduced appetite and 
sudden drop in milk production. 
 

Smaller lesions of 1cm on the 
muzzle, inside the mouth and nasal 
cavities. 
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LUMPY SKIN DISEASE (LSD)
Recognizing the disease

HOW DOES IT SPREAD?

The disease 
can vary from 
mild to severe. 

Affects cattle 
and Asian 
water buffalo. 

Infected 
animals may 
not always 
show signs 
of infection. 

IF YOU SUSPECT A CASE OF LSD  CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORITY OR VETERINARIAN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 


