
 

 

A Joint Statement by the CPF Member Organizations 
 

Organization-Led Initiative on the Assessment of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests,  
22-23 February 2023 

 
Agenda Item 4 

  
 

22 February 2023 
 
Distinguished Delegates, 

 

1. The 15 member organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) present 
this joint statement as an input to the preparations for the Mid-term Review of the 
International Arrangement on Forests. 

2. The CPF was established by ECOSOC resolution 2000/35 and its core functions were 
defined by resolution 2015/33.  

3. The CPF has always been committed to supporting the Member States of the United 
Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) to achieve the Global Forest Goals and the 
Sustainable Development Goals at large while contributing to forest-related goals of 
other multilateral environmental agreements.  

4. No single CPF member organization has the power, mandate, or resources on its own to 
deliver the transformative, systemic change, which is needed to achieve all these Goals – 
but they can greatly support Member States and other stakeholder to work towards these 
goals. 

5. The cooperation and coordination of the CPF member organizations not only help ensure 
that the UNFF Member States are equipped with the best available support and solutions, 
but also create an environment which fosters innovation, by bringing together different 
areas of expertise with a common goal in mind. 
 

6. The group of CPF member organizations brings together international policy and 
technical expertise, science, knowledge, and resources to deliver the CPF activities in 
support of the UNFF.  



 
 
 

 
 

7. In particular, the CPF delivers through providing an inter-agency space for enhancing the 
implementation of intergovernmental forest-related commitments. Among these are the 
UN Forest Instruments and UN Strategic Plan for Forests (2017-2030); the UNFCCC 
Paris Agreement; the UNCCD Land Degradation Neutrality targets; and the recently 
agreed Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. 

8. Some of the key achievements of the CPF, thus far, are:   

i. Providing data, scientific and technical advice to the UNFF for informed decision-
making, including global assessments and reporting on forest-related topics such 
as sustainable forest management, climate change, biodiversity, energy, poverty, 
water, the wood products trade, food security, education, and health; 

ii. Accelerating global efforts to bring forests onto the political agenda in discussions 
on the climate, biodiversity, agriculture, and socio-economic issues, by focusing 
global attention on the challenges, but also opportunities on, inter alia, turning the 
tide on deforestation, and integrating forests in COVID-19 recovery programmes; 

iii. Enhancing synergies by harmonizing forest-related reporting through creation of a 
joint reporting platform, streamlining reporting cycles, and improving data 
quality, coverage, transparency and information sharing; 

iv. Promoting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and other major forest-related 
agreements, through outreach and awareness raising campaigns such as the 
flagship initiatives on the International Day of Forests and the Wangari Maathai 
Forest Champions Award; 

v. Strengthening collaboration on sustainable wood-based value chains to enhance 
social, economic, and environmental benefits for more sustainable, inclusive, and 
green economies; and 

vi. Facilitating access to existing and emerging financing mechanisms by developing 
countries through information sharing on funding opportunities and capacity 
development on designing national forest finance strategies. 

9. Commitment, technical competence, open communication, equality, respect, and trust are 
the principles that guide the CPF. 

10. On the occasion of this mid-term review, stronger efforts of all involved are required to 
leverage the collective strengths of the CPF to support the Member States in responding 
to growing pressures on the world’s forest resources and making forests a solution to the 
global challenges.  

11. Looking into the future, the CPF member organizations will continue to deliver their 
mandate in a more tangible and impactful way.  



 
 
 

 
 

12. With this forward-looking spirit, the CPF and its member organizations should take into 
account: 

 The extent to which the CPF members can contribute to the objectives of the 
Partnership depends ultimately on the commitment and decisions of their governing 
bodies. 

 Member States, who are members of the relevant governing bodies, are 
invited to give clear mandates and guidance to supporting the work of 
the CPF in the spirit of the ECOSOC resolutions 2000/35 and 2015/33. 

 While the CPF is a global partnership, individual member organizations are strongly 
engaged in work at regional and national levels through organisation-specific 
programs of work. 

 The CPF member organizations will continue to focus on issues of 
global relevance and collaborate with a wide range of stakeholders at all 
levels, according to the mandates given by their governing bodies. 

 The CPF member organizations should better utilize their existing 
capacities at regional and national levels to make global solutions 
applicable at all levels. 

 The CPF Work Plan and the joint initiatives have proven to be effective, impactful 
and add value but need to be strengthened and more focused. 

 To deliver at scale, resources are required and to this end, the CPF aims 
to improve donor coordination and facilitation.  

 Options need to be outlined for sufficient and stable funding for 
prioritised and focused actions of the CPF. 

 Engagement with major groups, including farmers, Indigenous Peoples, NGOs, 
business and industry, women, and youth is crucial. 

 Engagement mechanisms and opportunities for exchange with major 
groups need to be better facilitated and mainstreamed into the CPF 
work. 

13. For this planet and the people living on it, ambitious plans and bold actions on the ground 
are needed to help eradicate poverty, ensure food and energy security, and protect our 
precious forest resources and the environmental services they provide. 

14. We as CPF member organizations – individually and collectively - are committed to 
working together within our mandates with the Member States towards a world, where 
forests are managed sustainably for the benefit of people and nature.  


