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 UPDATE ON SAT2 SITUATION IN IRAQ  
  
An unexpected increase in the number and in clinical severity of FMD 
outbreaks has been detected in Iraq since December 2022. Samples were 
sent to the FMD (SAP) Ins�tute in Türkiye through an agreement between 
the countries facilitated by EuFMD, and, on 3 February 2023, it was 
reported that the causa�ve virus belongs to the SAT2 serotype, namely 
topotype XIV and most closely related to SAT2 strains from Ethiopia. There 
currently is widespread foot-and-mouth disease especially in buffalo and 
catle popula�on with severe clinical signs. According to Iraqi es�ma�ons, 
more than 70-80 percent of the LR herds were affected by FMD since 
December 2022.  
 
Morbidity is high, o�en > 90 percent and mortality is observed in catle and 
buffalo calves, and in adult animals, o�en as result of enterotoxaemia (Cl. 
perfringens) and haemorrhagic sep�caemia (P. multocida) as secondary 
infec�ons, and poor condi�on of animals at the end of winter. High 
mortality is also seen in SR lambs. 
There are currently very limited diagnos�c tests available in Iraqi labs to 
diagnose FMD and differen�ate endemic FMD from serotype SAT2. The 
most recent FMD vaccina�on was conducted in 2021 (for serotype A, O, 
Asia1). 
Concerning economic losses due to FMD SAT2, see report from Jordan in 
ProMedMail 04/03/2023. Jordan had in fact been affected by the same 
serotype in January.  
 

 

       
Summary on risk of spread 

1. Regional trade of animals:  several hundred 
thousand animals are traded within the SEEN1 
region and exported to Near East and Gulf 
countries. Export of live animals to Iraq has 
been suspended from Armenia (Feb. 2023) 
and is con�nuing from Georgia. 

2. Seasonal grazing movements: star�ng in 
spring, several million small and large 
ruminants migrate up to several kilometers 
within countries, movements have started 
(Armenia) or are due to start in other SEEN 
countries. 

3. Live animal markets are opera�ng in most 
SEEN countries. 

4. High livestock/meat prices in Iraq and Türkiye 
increase the risk of introduc�on of 
animals/meat. 

5. Informal animal movements con�nue and 
pose a high risk of animals being introduced 
through borders. 

6. Risks of delayed detec�on are increased by 
very limited availability of diagnos�c tests and 
no availability of vaccines in most of SEEN 
countries. 

 

EuFMD in-ac�on 

EuFMD is providing support to the Member Na�ons 
and neighbouring countries in the region through 
regular coordina�on mee�ngs, technical backstop 
assistance to countries, emergency training for field 
vets and laboratory staff, diagnos�c support and 
sample shipment, and monitoring of risks (i.e. 
movements, market price, progress on surveillance 
and vaccina�on). 

EuFMD is coordina�ng with Emergency 
Management Centre-Animal Health (EMC-AH) and 
Emergency Preven�on System for Animal Health 
(EMPRES-AH) to ensure proper support is provided 
to countries considering a best use of resources and 
combina�on of ac�ons. 

  

1SEEN: South East European Neighbourhood including Türkiye, 
Transcaucasus countries, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq. 

https://promedmail.org/promed-post/?place=8708721,91#promedmailmap
https://promedmail.org/promed-post/?place=8708721,91#promedmailmap


 
UPDATE ON SAT2 SITUATION IN TÜRKIYE 
 

SAT2 was laboratory confirmed in Iğdır/Tuzluca/Merkez on 8 March on an epi unit with 
21 animals and four more farms clinically affected. Mortality was not observed. In two 
more epi units, clinical signs were reported. Several teams are conduc�ng 
inves�ga�ons of outbreak and suspicions. 
The first batch of SAT2 vaccine produced by the Sap Ins�tute was botled on 10 March 
and will be used for emergency ring vaccina�on. Another batch will be ready for use 
shortly (approx. 20 March). The DG-SANTE has donated 500 000 doses of monovalent 
vaccine to Türkiye for suppor�ng emergency vaccina�on in risk areas. 

 

SITUATION IN OTHER SEEN COUNTRIES 
 

FMD SAT2 has not been confirmed in other Southeast European Neighborhood 
countries. 

 

RISKS IN SEEN COUNTRIES  
 

The FMD SAT2 poses a considerable risk of introduc�on and spread into the SEEN 
countries through animal movements which is increased due to the limited diagnos�c 
tests and, currently, very low availability of vaccines. The recently launched produc�on 
of a new SAT2 vaccine at the Sap Ins�tute is a very good development which can 
increase level of protec�on and reduce spread of the serotype. 

 
Live animal markets can be a risk to na�onal spread as they are an integral part of 
na�onal animal husbandry systems. There is an expected increase of movements and 
risk of disease spread before and during Eid al-Adha/Kurban Bayram, 28 June-2 July 
and other religious events. In addi�on to which, there are seasonal grazing movement 
which start in spring, and several million small and large ruminants migrate up to 
several kilometres within countries. 
 
 

Useful links 

Introduc�on to foot-and-
mouth disease 

What you need to know 
about foot-and-mouth 
disease in an endemic country 

Foot-and-mouth disease 
vaccina�on and post-
vaccina�on monitoring 

Foot-and-mouth disease 
Quarterly Reports 

Progressive Control Pathway 
for FMD Guidelines 

Emergency Toolbox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts  

European Commission for the 
Control of Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease (EuFMD) 

EuFMD@fao.org 

Website 

https://elearning.fao.org/course/view.php?id=902
https://elearning.fao.org/course/view.php?id=902
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uuUcA60q5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uuUcA60q5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6uuUcA60q5U
https://www.fao.org/3/i5975e/I5975E.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/i5975e/I5975E.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/i5975e/I5975E.pdf
https://www.fao.org/eufmd/resources/reports/quarterlyreport/en/
https://www.fao.org/eufmd/resources/reports/quarterlyreport/en/
https://www.fao.org/3/CA1331EN/ca1331en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/CA1331EN/ca1331en.pdf
https://trello.com/b/RNA1zSan/eufmd-emergency-toolbox
mailto:EuFMD@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/eufmd/en/
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