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Introduction 

Following recommendations of the Eleventh Session of 
the FAO Conference, the Twenty-Ninth Session of the WHO 
Executive Board and a Joint FAO/WHO Conference on Food 
Standards held in 1962, the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
was established to implement the Joint FAO/WHO Food Stan-
dards Programme. The purpose of the Programme is to pro-
tect the health of consumers and to ensure fair practices in the 
food trade; to promote coordination of all food standards work 
undertaken by international governmental and non-governmental 
organizations; to determine priorities and initiate and guide 
the preparation of draft standards through and with the aid of 
appropriate organizations; to finalize standards and after 
acceptance by governments publish them in a Codex Alimen-
tarius either as regional or world-wide standards. 

Membership of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
comprises those Member Nations and Associate Members of 
FAO and WHO which have notified the Director-General of FAO 
or of WHO of their wish to be considered as Members. At the 
15th January 1975, one hundred and nine countries had 
become Members of the Commission. Other countries which have 
participated in the work of the Commission or of its subsidiary 
bodies in an observer capacity are expected to become Members 
in the near future. A list of the Members of the Commission and 
of their national Codex Contact Points is contained in this 
manual. 

The Commission has held ten sessions, the most recent 
being in July 1974. The Commission has twenty-five subsidiary 
bodies, of which four deal with general policy and coordination, 
six with subject matters relevant to the work of all commodity 
committees, and fifteen with specific groups of foods. Among 
these are two groups created by the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe which have also been brought into rela-
tionship with the Codex Alimentarius Commission. Reports of 
the sessions of the Commission and of the sessions of its sub-
sidiary bodies have been published by FAO and WHO. Respon-
sibility for the allocation of preparatory work and the finalization 
of standards before they are submitted to governments for ac-
ceptance is reserved to the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 
Brief details of the activities of the subsidiary bodies of the 
Commission, their terms of reference and an organizational 
diagram of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies are con-
tained in this manual. 



- 2 -

The Commission has adopted its own Rules of Procedure 
and has established working procedures for the implementation 
of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme which include 
a Procedure for the Elaboration of World-wide or Regional 
Codex Standards, General Principles for the Codex Alimentarius, 
a Format for Codex Commodity Standards and Guidelines for the 
operation of the Commission's subsidiary bodies. These pro-
cedures are set out in full in the appropriate sections of this 
manual. 

This manual has been prepared at the request of Members 
of the Codex Alimentarius Commission to assist their represen-
tatives attending Codex sessions. Further information concern-
ing the activities of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and its 
subsidiary bodies can be obtained from the Joint FAO/WHO 
Food Standards Programme, F AO, 00100-Rome, Italy. 



STATUTES OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

Article 1 

The Codex Alimentarius Commission shall, subject to 
Article 5 below, be responsible for making proposals to, and 
shall be consulted by, the Directors-General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) on all matters pertaining to the implementation of the 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Program, the purpose of which 
is: 

(a) protecting the health of the consumers and ensuring 
fair practices in the food trade; 

(b) promoting co-ordination of all food standards work 
undertaken by international governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations; 

(c) determining priorities and initiating and guiding the 
preparation of draft standards through and with the 
aid of appropriate organizations; 

(d) finalizing standards elaborated under (c) above and, 
after acceptance by governments, publishing them in 
a Codex Alimentarius either as regional or world-
wide standards, together with international standards 
already finalized by other bodies under (b) above, 
wherever this is practicable; 

(e) amending published standards, after appropriate 
survey in the light of developments. 

Article 2 

Membership of the Commission is open to all Member 
Nations and Associate Members of FAO and WHO which are 
interested in international food standards. Membership shall 
comprise such of these nations as have notified the Director-
General of FAO or of WHO of their desire to be considered as 
Members. 

Article 3 

Any Member Nation or Associate Member of FAO or 
WHO which is not a Member of the Commission but has a special 
interest in the work'of the Commission, may, upon request 
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communicated to the Director-General of FAO or WHO, as 
appropriate, attend sessions of the Commission and of its 
subsidiary bodies and ad hoc meetings as observers. 

Article 4 

Nations which, while not Member Nations or Associate 
Members of FAO or WHO, are members of the United Nations, 
may be invited on their request to attend meetings of the 
Commission as observers in accordance with the provisions of 
FAO and WHO relating to the grant of observer status to nations. 

Article 5 

The Commission shall report and make recommendations 
to the Conference of FAO and the appropriate body of WHO 
through their respective Directors-General. Copies of reports, 
including any conclusions and recommendations, will be 
circulated to interested Member Nations and international 
organizations for their information as soon as they become 
available. 

Article 6 

The Commission shall establish an Executive Committee 
whose composition should ensure an adequate representation of 
the various geographical areas of the world to which the Members 
of the Commission belong. Between sessions, the Executive 
Committee shall act as the Executive organ of the Commission. 

Article 7 

The Commission may establish such other subsidiary 
bodies as it deems necessary for the accomplishment of its task, 
subject to the availability of the necessary funds. 

Article 8 

The Commission may adopt and amend its own Rules of 
Procedure which shall come into force upon approval by the 
Directors-General of FAO and WHO, subject to such confirmation 
as may be prescribed by the procedures of these Organizations. 

Article 9 

The operating expenses of the Commission and of its 
subsidiary bodies, other than those for which a Member has 
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accepted chairmanship, shall be borne by the budget of the Joint 
F AO/WHO Food Standards Program which shall be administered 
by FAO on behalf of the two Organizations in accordance with 
the financial regulations of FAO. The Directors-General of 
FAO and WHO shall jointly determine the respective portion of 
the costs of the Program to be borne by each Organization and 
prepare the corresponding annual expenditure estimates for 
inclusion in the Regular Budgets of the two Organizations for 
approval by the appropriate governing bodies. 

Article 10 

All expenses (including those relating to meetings, 
documents and interpretation) involved in preparatory work on 
draft standards undertaken by Members of the Commission, 
either independently or upon recommendation of the Commission, 
shall be defrayed by the government concerned. Within the 
approved budgetary estimates, the Commission may, however, 
recommend that a specified part of the costs of the preparatory 
work undertaken by the government on behalf of the Commission 
be recognized as operating expenses of the Commission. 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF 
THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

Rule I - Membership 

1. Membership of the Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, hereinafter referred to as "the Commission", is 
open to all Member Nations and Associate Members of FAO 
and/or WHO. 

2. Membership shall comprise such eligible nations as have 
notified the Director-General of FAO or of WHO of their desire 
to be considered Members of the Commission. 

3. Each Member of the Commission shall communicate to 
the Director-General of FAO or of WHO the names of its 
representative and where possible other members of its 
delegation before the opening of each session of the Commission. 

Rule H - Officers 

1. The Commission shall elect a Chairman and three Vice-
Chairmen from among the representatives, alternates and 
advisers (hereinafter referred to as "delegates") of the Members 
of the Commission; it being understood that no delegate shall be 
eligible without the concurrence of the head of his delegation. 
They shall be elected at each session and shall hold office from 
the end of the session at which they were elected until the end 
of the following regular session. The Chairman and Vice-
Chairmen shall be eligible for re-election but after having served 
two consecutive terms shall be ineligible to hold such office for 
the next succeeding term. 

2. The Chairman, or in his absence a Vice-Chairman, shall 
preside at meetings of the Commission and exercise such other 
function as may be required to facilitate the work of the 
Commission. A Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall have 
the same powers and duties as the Chairman. 

3. When neither the Chairman nor the Vice-Chairmen are 
able to serve and, on the request of the outgoing Chairman, 
during elections for the Chairman, the Directors-Gene ral of 
FAO and WHO shall appoint a staff member to act as Chairman, 
until either a temporary Chairman or a new Chairman has been 
elected. Any temporary Chairman so elected shall hold office 
until the Chairman or one of the Vice-Chairmen is able to serve 
again. 
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4. (a) The Commission may appoint a Coordinator from 
among the delegates of the Members of the 
Commission for any of the geographic locations 
enumerated in Rule EH. 1 (hereinafter referred to as 
'regions') or for any group of countries specifically 
enumerated by the Commission (hereinafter referred 
to as 'groups of countries'), whenever it may find, 
on the basis of a proposal of a majority of the 
Members of the Commission which constitute the 
region or group, that work for the Codex Alimen-
tar ius in the countries concerned so requires. 

(b) Appointments of Coordinators shall be made 
exclusively on the proposal of a majority of the 
Members of the Commission which constitute the 
region or group of countries concerned. Coordina-
tors shall hold office from the end of the session of 
the Commission at which they were elected until not 
later than the end of the third succeeding regular 
session, the precise term being determined by the 
Commission in each instance. After having served 
two consecutive terms, the Coordinators shall be 
ineligible to hold such office for the next succeeding 
term. 

(c) The functions of the Coordinators shall be to assist 
and coordinate the work of the Codex Committees 
set up under Rules IX. 1(b)(1) in their region or 
group of countries, in the preparation of draft 
standards for submission to the Commission. They 
shall report to the Chairman of the Commission. 

(d) Where a Coordinating Committee has been set up 
under Rule IX. 1(b)(2), the Coordinator of the region 
involved shall be chairman of the Committee. 

5. The Commission may appoint one or more rapporteurs 
from among the delegates of the Members of the Commission. 

6. The Directors-General of F AO and WHO shall be 
requested to appoint from the staffs of the organizations a 
Secretary of the Commission and such other officials, likewise 
responsible to them, as may be necessary to assist the officers 
and the Secretary in performing all duties that the work of the 
Commission may require. 
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Rule ni - Executive Committee 

1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairmen of the Commission together with six further 
members, elected by the Commission at regular sessions from 
among the Members of the Commission, one each coming from 
the following geographic locations: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin 
America, North America, South-West Pacific; it being under-
stood that not more than one delegate from any one country shall 
be a member of the Executive Committee. Members elected on 
a geographic basis shall hold office from the end of the session 
of the Commission at which they were elected until the end of 
the second succeeding regular session and shall be eligible for 
re-election, but after having served two consecutive terms shall 
be ineligible to hold such office for the next succeeding term. 

2. The Executive Committee shall, between sessions of the 
Commission, act on behalf of the Commission as its executive 
organ. In particular the Executive Committee may make 
proposals to the Commission regarding the general orientation 
and programme of work of the Commission, study special 
problems and help implement the programme as approved by 
the Commission. The Executive Committee may also exercise, 
when it shall deem it to be essential and subject to confirmation 
by the next session of the Commission, the Commission's 
powers under Rule IX. 1(b)(1), Rule IX. 5 insofar as it refers to 
bodies established under Rule IX. 1(b)(1), and Rule IX. 10, inso-
far as it refers to the designation of the Members who shall be 
responsible for appointing Chairmen to subsidiary bodies 
established under Rule EX. 1(b)(1). 

3. The Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Commission 
shall be respectively the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the 
Executive Committee. 

4. Sessions of the Executive Committee may be convened as 
often as necessary by the Directors-General of FAO and WHO, 
in consultation with the Chairman. The Executive Committee 
shall normally meet immediately prior to each session of the 
Commission. 

5. The Executive Committee shall report to the Commission. 
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Rule IV - Sessions 

1. The Commission shall in principle hold one regular 
session each year at the Headquarters of either FAO or WHO. 
Additional sessions shall be held as considered necessary by the 
Directors-General of FAO and WHO after consultation with the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

2. Sessions of the Commission shall be convened and the 
place of meeting shall be determined by the Directors-General 
of FAO and WHO after consultation, where appropriate, with the 
authorities of the host country. 

3. Notice of the date and place of each session of the 
Commission shall be communicated to all Members of the 
Commission at least two months before the session. 

4. Each Member of the Commission shall have one 
representative, who may be accompanied by one or more 
alternates and advisers. 

5. Meetings of the Commission shall be held in public, 
unless the Commission decides otherwise. 

6. The majority of the Members of the Commission shall 
constitute a quorum for the purposes of making recommendations 
for amendments to the Statutes of the Commission and of adopting 
amendments of, or additions to, the present Rules in accordance 
with Rule Xin. 1. For all other purposes the majority of the 
Members of the Commission attending the session shall 
constitute a quorum, provided that such a majority shall be not 
less than 20 percent of the total membership of the Commission, 
nor less than 25 Members. In addition, in the case of 
amendment or adoption of a proposed standard for a given region 
or group of countries, the quorum of the Commission shall 
include one third of the Members belonging to the region or 
group of countries concerned. 

Rule V - Agenda 

1. The Directors-Gene ral of FAO and WHO, after 
consultation with the Chairman of the Commission or with the 
Executive Committee, shall prepare a Provisional Agenda for 
each session of the Commission. 

2. The first item on the Provisional Agenda shall be the 
adoption of the Agenda. 
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3. Any Member of the Commission may request the Director -
General of FAO or WHO to include specific items in the 
Provisional Agenda. 

4. The Provisional Agenda shall be circulated by the 
Directors-General of FAO and WHO to all Members of the 
Commission at least two months before the opening of the session. 

5. Any Member of the Commission, and the Directors -
General of FAO and WHO, may, after the dispatch of the 
Provisional Agenda, propose the inclusion of specific items in 
the Agenda with respect to matters of an urgent nature. These 
items shall be placed on a supplementary list, which, if time 
permits before the opening of the session, shall be dispatched by 
the Directors-General of FAO and WHO to all Members of the 
Commission, failing which the supplementary list shall be 
communicated to the Chairman for submission to the Commission. 

6. No item included in the Agenda by the governing bodies or 
the Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall be deleted 
therefrom. After the Agenda has been adopted, the Commission 
may, by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, amend the 
Agenda by the deletion, addition or modification of any other 
item. 

7. Documents to be submitted to the Commission at any 
session shall be furnished by the Directors-General of FAO and 
WHO to all Members of the Commission, to the other eligible 
Nations attending the session as observers and to the non-member 
nations and international organizations invited as observers 
thereto, in principle at least two months prior to the session at 
which they are to be discussed. 

Rule VI - Voting and Procedures 

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3 of this rule, each 
Member of the Commission shall have one vote. An alternate or 
adviser shall not have the right to vote except where substituting 
for the representative. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in these rules, decisions 
of the Commission shall be taken by a majority of the votes cast. 

3. At the request of a majority of the Members of the 
Commission constituting a given region or a group of 
countries that a standard be elaborated, the standard con-
cerned shall be elaborated as a standard primarily intended 
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for that region or group of countries. When a vote is taken on 
the elaboration, amendment or adoption of a draft standard 
primarily intended for a region or group of countries, only 
Members belonging to that region or group of countries may take 
part in the voting. The adoption of the standard may, however, 
take place only after submission of the draft text to all Members 
of the Commission for comments. The provisions of this 
paragraph shall not prejudice the elaboration or adoption of a 
corresponding standard with a different territorial scope. 

4. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 5 of this Rule, any 
Member of the Commission may request a roll-call vote, in 
which case the vote of each Member shall be recorded. 

5. Elections shall be decided by secret ballot, except that, 
where the number of candidates does not exceed the number of 
vacancies, the Chairman may submit to the Commission that the 
election be decided by clear general consent. Any other matter 
shall be decided by secret ballot if the Commission so determines. 

6. Formal proposals relating to items of the Agenda and 
amendments thereto shall be introduced in writing and handed to 
the Chairman, who shall circulate them to representatives of 
Members of the Commission. 

7. The provisions of Rule XII of the General Rules of F AO 
shall apply mutatis mutandis to all matters which are not 
specifically dealt with under Rule VI of the present Rules. 

1. Any Member Nation and any Associate Member of FAO or 
WHO which is not a Member of the Commission but has a special 
interest in the work of the Commission, may, upon request 
communicated to the Director-General of FAO or WHO, attend 
sessions of the Commission and of its subsidiary bodies as an 
observer. It may submit memoranda and participate without 
vote in the discussions. 

2. Nations which, while not Member Nations or Associate 
Members of FAO or WHO, are Members of the United Nations, 
may, upon their request and subject to the provisions relating 
to the granting of observer status to nations adopted by the 
Conference of FAO and the World Health Assembly, be invited 
to attend in an observer capacity sessions of the Commission and 
of its subsidiary bodies. The status of nations invited to such 
sessions shall be governed by the relevant provisions adopted by 
the Conference of FAO. 
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3. Any Member of the Commission may attend as an observer 
the sessions of the subsidiary bodies and may submit memoranda 
and participate without vote in the discussions. 

4. Subject to the provisions of Rule VII. 5 the Director-
General of FAO or WHO may invite intergovernmental and 
international nongovernmental organizations to attend as observers 
sessions of the Commission and of its subsidiary bodies. 

5. Participation of international organizations in the work of 
the Commission, and the relations between the Commission and 
such organizations shall be governed by the relevant provisions 
of the Constitutions of FAO or WHO, as well as by the applicable 
regulations of FAO or WHO on relations with international 
organizations; such relations shall be handled by the Director-
General of FAO or of WHO as appropriate. 

Rule VIH - Records and Reports 

1. At each session the Commission shall approve a report 
embodying its views, recommendations and conclusions, including 
when requested a statement of minority views. Such other records 
for its own use as the Commission may on occasion decide shall 
also be maintained. 

2. The report of the Commission shall be transmitted to the 
Directors-General of FAO and WHO at the close of each session, 
who shall circulate it to the Members of the Commission, to 
other countries and to organizations that were represented at the 
session, for their information, and upon request to other Member 
Nations and Associate Members of FAO and WHO. 

3. Recommendations of the Commission having policy, 
program or financial implications for FAO and/or WHO shall be 
brought by the Directors-General to the attention of the governing 
bodies of FAO and/or WHO for appropriate action. 

4. Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the 
Directors General of FAO and WHO may request Members of the 
Commission to supply the Commission with information on action 
taken on the basis of recommendations made by the Commission. 
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Rule IX - Subsidiary Bodies 

1. The Commission may establish the following types of 
subsidiary bodies: 

(a) subsidiary bodies which it deems necessary for the 
accomplishment of its work in the finalization of 
draft standards; 

(b) subsidiary bodies in the form of: 

(1) Codex Committees for the preparation of draft 
standards for submission to the Commission, 
whether intended for world-wide use, for a 
given region or for a group of countries 
specifically enumerated by the Commission. 

(2) Co-ordinating Committees for regions or groups 
of countries which shall exercise general co-
ordination in the preparation of standards 
relating to such regions or groups of countries 
and such other functions as may be entrusted to 
them. 

2. Subject to paragraph 3 below, membership in these 
subsidiary bodies shall consist, as may be determined by the 
Commission, either of such Members of the Commission as 
have notified the Director-General of FAO or WHO of their 
desire to be considered as Members thereof, or of selected 
Members designated by the Commission. 

3. Membership of subsidiary bodies established under 
Rule IX. 1(b)(1) for the preparation of draft standards intended 
primarily for a region or group of countries, shall be open only 
to Members of the Commission belonging to such a region or 
group of countries. 

4. Representatives of members of subsidiary bodies shall, 
insofar as possible, serve in a continuing capacity and shall be 
specialists active in the fields of the respective subsidiary bodies. 

5. Subsidiary bodies may only be established by the 
Commission except where otherwise provided in these Rules. 
Their terms of reference and reporting procedures shall be 
determined by the Commission, except where otherwise provided 
in these Rules. 
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6. Sessions of subsidiary bodies shall be convened by the 
Directors-General of F AO and WHO: 

(a) in the case of bodies established under Rule IX. 1(a), 
in consultation with the Chairman of the Commission; 

(b) in the case of bodies established under Rule IX. 1(b)(1) 
(Codex Committees), in consultation with the 
chairman of the respective Codex Committee and 
also, in the case of Codex Committees for the 
preparation of draft standards for a given region or 
group of countries, with the Co-ordinator, if a Co-
ordinator has been appointed for the region or group 
of countries concerned; 

(c) in the case of bodies established under Rule EX.1(b)(2) 
(Co-ordinating Committees), in consultation with the 
Chairman of the Co-ordinating Committee. 

7. The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall determine 
the place of meeting of bodies established under Rule IX. 1(a) and 
Rule IX. 1(b)(2) after consultation, where appropriate, with the 
host country concerned and, in the case of bodies established 
under Rule EX. 1(b)(2), after consultation with the Co-ordinator 
for the region or group of countries concerned, if any, or with 
the Chairman of the Co-ordinating Committee. 

8. Notice of the date and place of each session of bodies 
established under Rule EX. 1(a) shall be communicated to all 
Members of the Commission at least two months before the 
session. 

9. The establishment of subsidiary bodies under Rule EX. 1(a) 
and Rule IX. 1(b)(2) shall be subject to the availability of the 
necessary funds, as shall the establishment of subsidiary bodies 
under Rule EX. 1(b)(1) when any of their expenses are proposed to 
be recognized as operating expenses within the budget of the 
Commission in accordance with Article 10 of the Statutes of the 
Commission. Before taking any decision involving expenditure 
in connection with the establishment of such subsidiary bodies, 
the Commission shall have before it a report from the Director-
General of FAO and/or WHO, as appropriate, on the 
administrative and financial implications thereof. 

10. The Members who shall be responsible for appointing 
Chairmen of subsidiary bodies established under Rule EX. 1(b)(1) 
shall be designated at each session by the Commission, except 
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where otherwise provided in these Rules, and shall be eligible fo r 
re-designation. All other of f icers of subsidiary bodies shall be 
elected by the body concerned and shall be eligible for re -e lec t ion . 
11. The Rules of Procedure of the Commission shall apply 
mutat is mutandis to its subsidiary bodies. 

1. Subject to the provisions of these Rules of Procedure , the 
Commission may establish the procedures for the elaboration of 
world-wide s tandards and of s tandards for a given region or 
group of countries, and, when necessary , amend such p rocedures . 

Rule XI - Budget and Expenses 
1. The Di rec tors -Genera l of FAO and WHO shall p repa re 
for consideration by the Commission at i ts regular sess ions an 
est imate of expenditure based on the proposed program of work 
of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies, together with 
information concerning expenditure for the previous financial 
period. This es t imate , with such modifications as may be 
considered appropriate by the Di rec to rs -Genera l in the light of 
recommendations made by the Commission, shall subsequently 
be incorporated in the Regular Budgets of the two Organizations 
for approval by the appropriate governing bodies. 
2. The est imate of expenditure shall make provisions for the 
operating expenses of the Commission and the subsidiary bodies 
of the Commission established under Rule DC. 1(a) and DC. 1(b)(2) 
and for the expenses relating to staff assigned to the P rogram 
and other expenditures incurred in connection with the servicing 
of the la t ter . 
3. The operating cos ts of subsidiary bodies established under 
Rule IX. 1(b)(1) (Codex Committees) shall be borne by each 
Member accepting chairmanship of such a body. The es t imate 
of expenditure may include a provision for such costs involved in 
prepara tory work as may be recognized a s operating expenses 
of the Commission in accordance with the provisions of Art ic le 10 
of the Statutes of the Commission. 
4. Expenses incurred in connection with attendance at sess ion 
of the Commission and its - subsidiary bodies and t rave l s of 
delegations of the Members of the Commission and of the 
observers r e f e r r ed to in Rule VII, shall be borne by the 
governments or organizations concerned. Should exper ts be 
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invited by the Di rec to r -Genera l of FAO or WHO to attend sess ions 
of the Commission and i ts subsidiary bodies in their individual 
capacity, their expenses shall be borne out of the regular budge-
tary funds available for the work of the Commission. 

Rule XII - Languages 
1. The languages of the Commission and of i ts subsidiary 
bodies set up under Rule IX. 1(a) shall be not l e s s than th ree of 
the working languages, a s shall be determined by the Commission, 
which a r e working languages both of FAO and of the Health 
Assembly of WHO. 
2. Notwithstanding the provis ions of paragraph 1 above, other 
languages which a r e working languages either of FAO or of the 
Health Assembly of WHO may be added by the Commission if 

(a) the Commission has before it a report f rom the 
Di rec to r s -Genera l of FAO and WHO on the policy, 
f inancial and adminis t ra t ive implications of the 
addition of such languages; and 

(b) the addition of such languages has the approval of 
the Di rec to r s -Genera l of FAO and WHO. 

3. Where a representa t ive wishes to use a language other 
than a language of the Commission he shall himself provide 
the necessa ry interpretat ion and /o r t ranslat ion into one of the 
languages of the Commission. 
4. Without pre judice to the provis ions of paragraph 3 of 
this Rule, the languages of subsidiary bodies set up under 
Rule IX. 1(b) shall include at least two of the languages of 
the Commission. 

Rule XIII - Amendments and Suspension of Rules 
1. Amendments of or additions to these Rules may be adopted 
by a two- th i rds major i ty of the votes cast , provided that 24 hours ' 
notice of the proposal for the amendment or addition has been 
given. Amendments of or additions to these Rules shall come 
into fo rce upon approval by the Di rec to r s -Genera l of FAO and 
WHO, subject to such confirmation a s may be p resc r ibed by the 
p rocedures of the two Organizat ions. 
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2. The Rules of the Commission, other than Rule I, Rule II. 1, 
2, 3 and 6, Rule III, Rule IV. 2 and 6, Rule V. 1, 4 and 6, Rule VI. 1, 
2 and 3, Rule VII, Rule VIII. 3 and 4, Rule IX. 5, 7 and 9, Rule XI, 
Rule XIII and Rule XIV, may be suspended by the Commission by 
a two-thirds majori ty of the votes cast, provided that 24 hours ' 
notice of the proposal for suspension has been given. Such 
notice may be waived if no representat ive of the Members of 
the Commission objects. 

Rule XIV - Entry into force 
1. In accordance with Article 8 of the Statutes of the Com-
mission, these Rules of Procedure shall come into force upon 
approval by the Directors-General of FAO and WHO, subject to 
such confirmation a s may be prescr ibed by the procedures of 
the two Organizations. Pending the coming into force of these 
Rules, they shall apply provisionally. 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF THE 
CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

Purpose of the Codex Alimentarius 

1. The Codex Alimentarius is a collection of internationally 
adopted food standards presented in a uniform manner. These 
food standards aim at protecting consumers' health and ensuring 
fair practices in the food trade. The Codex Alimentarius also 
includes provisions of an advisory nature in the form of codes 
of practice, guidelines and other recommended measures intended 
to assist in achieving the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius. 
The publication of the Codex Alimentarius is intended to guide 
and promote the elaboration and establishment of definitions and 
requirements for foods to assist in their harmonization and in 
doing so to facilitate international trade. 

Scope of the Codex Alimentarius 

2. The Codex Alimentarius includes standards for all the 
principal foods, whether processed, semi-processed or raw, 
for distribution to the consumer. Materials for further pro-
cessing into foods should be included to the extent necessary to 
achieve the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius as defined. The 
Codex Alimentarius includes provisions in respect of food 
hygiene, food additives, pesticide residues, contaminants, 
labelling and presentation, methods of analysis and sampling. 
It also includes provisions of an advisory nature in the form of 
codes of practice, guidelines and other recommended measures. 

Nature of Codex Standards 

3. Codex standards contain requirements for food aimed at 
ensuring for the consumer a sound, wholesome food product free 
from adulteration, correctly labelled and presented. A Codex 
standard for any food or foods should be drawn up in accordance 
with the Format for Codex Commodity Standards and contain, as 
appropriate, the criteria listed therein. 

Acceptance of Codex Commodity Standards 

4. A A Codex standard may be accepted by a country in 
accordance with its established legal and administrative 
procedures in respect of distribution of the product 
concerned, whether imported or home-produced, within 
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its territorial jurisdiction in the following ways: 

(i) Full acceptance 

(a) Full acceptance means that the country concerned 
will ensure that a product to which the standard 
applies will be permitted to be distributed freely, 
in accordance with (c) below, within its territorial 
jurisdiction under the name and description laid 
down in the standard, provided that it complies with 
all the relevant requirements of the standard. 

(b) The country will also ensure that products not 
complying with the standard will not be permitted 
to be distributed under the name and description 
laid down in the standard. 

(c) The distribution of any sound products conforming 
with the standard will not be hindered by any 
legal or administrative provisions in the country 
concerned relating to the health of the consumer 
or to other food standard matters except for 
considerations of human, plant or animal health 
which are not specifically dealt with in the 
standard. 

(ii) Target acceptance 

Target acceptance means that the country concerned 
indicates its intention to accept the standard after a 
stated number of years and will meanwhile not hinder 

within its territorial jurisdiction the distribution of 
any sound products conforming with the standard by 
any legal or administrative provisions relating to the 
health of the consumer or to other food standard 
matters except for considerations of human, plant or 
animal health which are not specifically dealt with 
in the standard. 

(iii) Acceptance with specified deviations 

Acceptance with specified deviations means that the 
country concerned gives acceptance, as defined in 
paragraph 4. A (i), to the standard with the exception 
of such deviations as are specified in detail in its de-
claration of acceptance; it being understood that a 
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product complying with the s tandard a s qualified by these 
deviations will be permi t ted to be distr ibuted f ree ly within 
the t e r r i t o r i a l jur isdict ion of the country concerned. The 
country concerned will f u r the r include in i ts declaration 
of acceptance a s ta tement of the reasons for these devia-
tions, and also indicate: 
(a) whether products fully conforming to the standard 

may be dis t r ibuted f ree ly within i t s t e r r i t o r i a l 
jurisdict ion in accordance with paragraph 4. A (i); 

(b) whether it expects to be able to give full acceptance 
to the s tandard and, if so, when. 

B. A country which cons iders that it cannot accept the s tandard 
in any of the ways mentioned above should indicate: 
(i). whether products conforming to the s tandard may be 

dis t r ibuted f ree ly within i ts t e r r i t o r i a l jurisdiction; 
(ii) in what ways i t s p resen t or proposed requ i rements 

d i f fe r f rom the s tandard, and, if possible the reasons 
for these d i f fe rences . 

C. (i) A country which accepts a Codex standard according 
to one of the provis ions of 4. A is responsible for the 
uniform and impar t ia l application of the provisions 
of the s tandard a s accepted, in respect of all home-
produced and imported products distr ibuted within 
i ts t e r r i t o r i a l jur isdict ion. In addition, the country 
should be p repared to offer advice and guidance to 
expor te r s and p r o c e s s o r s of products for export to 
p romote understanding of and compliance with the 
r equ i rement s of import ing countr ies which have 
accepted a Codex s tandard according to one of the 
provis ions of 4. A. 

(ii) Where, in an import ing country, a product claimed 
to be in compliance with a Codex standard is found 
not to be in compliance with that s tandard, whether 
in respec t of the label accompanying the product or 
otherwise, the import ing country should inform the 
competent author i t ies in the exporting country of al l 
the relevant fac t s and in pa r t i cu la r the detai ls of the 
origin of the product in question (name and addres s 
of the exporter) , if it i s thought that a person in the 
exporting country i s responsible for such non-
compliance. 
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Acceptance of Codex General Standards 

5. A A Codex general standard may be accepted by a country 
in accordance with its established legal and administra-
tive procedures in respect of the distribution of products 
to which the general standard applies, whether imported 
or home-produced, within its territorial jurisdiction in 
the following ways: 

(i ) Full acceptance 

Full acceptance of a general standard means that the 
country concerned will ensure, within its territorial 
jurisdiction, that a product to which the general 
standard applies will comply with all the relevant 
requirements of the general standard except as 
otherwise provided in a Codex commodity standard. 
It also means that the distribution of any sound 
products conforming with the standard will not be 
hindered by any legal or administrative provisions 
in the country concerned, which relate to the health 
of the consumer or to other food standard matters 
and which are covered by the requirements of the 
general standard. 

(ii) Target acceptance 

Target acceptance means that the country concerned 
indicates its intention to accept the general standard 
after a stated number of years. 

(iii) Acceptance with specified deviations 

Acceptance with specified deviations means that the 
country concerned gives acceptance, as defined in 
paragraph 5. A(i), to the general standard with the 
exception of such deviations as are specified in de-
tail in its declaration of acceptance. The country 
concerned will further include in its declaration of 
acceptance a statement of the reasons for these de-
viations, and also indicate whether it expects to be able 
able to give full acceptance to the general standard 
and, if so when. 

B. A country which considers that it cannot accept the 
general standard in any of the ways mentioned above 
should indicate in what ways its present or proposed 
requirements differ from the general standard, and, 
if possible, the reasons for these differences. 
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C. (i) A country which accepts a general standard according 
to one of the provisions of paragraph 5. A is respon-
sible for the uniform and impartial application of the 
provisions of the standard as accepted, in respect of 
all home-produced and imported products distributed 
within its territorial jurisdiction. In addition, the 
country should be prepared to offer advice and gui-
dance to exporters and processors of products for 
export to promote understanding of and compliance 
with the requirements of importing countries which 
have accepted a general standard according to one of 
the provisions of paragraph 5. A. 

(ii) Where, in an importing country, a product claimed 
to be in compliance with a general standard is found 
not to be in compliance with that standard, whether 
in respect of the label accompanying the product or 
otherwise, the importing country should inform the 
competent authorities in the exporting country of all 
the relevant facts and in particular the detail* of the 
origin of the product in question (name and address 
of the exporter), if it is thought that a person in the 
exporting country is responpible for such non-
compliance. 

Acceptance of Codex Maximum Limits for Pesticide Residues 

A. A Codex maximum limit for pesticide residues (Codex 
Tolerance or Practical Residue Limit) may be accepted 
by a country in accordance with its established legal and 
administrative procedures in respect of the distribution 
within its territorial jurisdiction of (a) home-produced 
and imported food or (b) imported food only, to which the 
Codex maximum limit applies, in the ways set forth below. 
In addition, where a Codex maximum limit for pesticide 
residues applies to a group of foods not individually 
named, a country accepting such Codex maximum limit 
in respect of other than the group of foods, shall specify 
the foods in respect of which the Codex maximum limit 
is accepted. 

(i) Full acceptance 

Full acceptance of a Codex maximum limit for 
pesticide residues means that the country concerned 
will ensure, within its territorial jurisdiction, that a 
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food, whether home-produced or imported, to which the 
Codex maximum limit applies, will comply with that 
limit. It also means that the distribution of a food con-
forming with the Codex maximum limit will not be hin-
dered by any legal or administrative provisions in the 
country concerned which relate to matters covered by 
the Codex maximum limit for pesticide residues. 

(ii) Limited acceptance 

Limited acceptance of a Codex maximum limit for 
pesticide residues means that the country concerned 
undertakes not to hinder the importation of a food which 
complies with the Codex maximum limit for pesticide 
residues on that food by any legal or administrative 
provisions in the country concerned which relate to 
matters covered by the Codex maximum limit for 
pesticide residues, it being understood that in so 
undertaking the country concerned does not impose 
by the Codex maximum limit a more stringent maximum 
limit than is applied domestically. 

(iii) Target acceptance 

Target acceptance means that the country concerned 
indicates its intention to give Full Acceptance or 
Limited Acceptance to the Codex maximum limit for 
a pesticide residue after a stated number of years. 

B. A country which considers that it cannot accept the Codex 
maximum limit for pesticide residues in any of the ways 
mentioned above should indicate: 

(i) in what ways its present or proposed requirements 
differ from the Codex maximum limit for a pesticide 
residue, and, if possible, the reasons for these 
differences; 

(ii) whether products conforming to the Codex maximum 
limit may be distributed freely, or may be distributed 
under certain specified conditions, within its terri-
torial jurisdiction insofar as matters covered by the 
Codex maximum limit are concerned. 

C. A country which accepts a Codex maximum limit for 
pesticide residues according to one of the provisions of 
paragraph 6. A should be prepared to offer advice and 
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guidance to exporters and processors of food for export 
to promote understanding of and compliance with the re-
quirements of importing countries which have accepted 
a Codex maximum limit according to one of the provisions 
of paragraph 6. A. 

D. Where, in an importing country, a food claimed to be in 
compliance with a Codex maximum limit for pesticide 
residues, is found not to be in compliance with the Codex 
maximum limit, the importing country should inform the 
competent authorities in the exporting country of all the 
relevant facts and, in particular, the details of the origin 
of the food in question (name and address of the exporter), 
if it is thought that a person in the exporting country is 
responsible for such non-compliance. 

Withdrawal or Amendment of Acceptance 

7. The withdrawal or amendment of acceptance of a Codex 
standard or a Codex maximum limit for pesticide residues by 
a country shall be notified in writing to the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission's Secretariat who will inform all Member States 
and Associate Members of FAO and WHO of the notification and 
its date of receipt. The country concerned should provide the 
information required under paragraphs 4. A(iii), 5. A(iii), 4. B, 
5. B or 6. B above, whichever is appropriate. It should also 
give as long a notice of the withdrawal or amendment as is 
practicable. 
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DEFINITIONS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE 
CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

For the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius: 

1) 'Food ' means any substance, whether processed, semi-
processed or raw, which is intended for human consumption, 
and includes drink, chewing gum and any substance which has 
been used in the manufacture, preparation or treatment of 
'food' but does not include cosmetics or tobacco or substances 
used only as drugs. 

2) 'Food hygiene' comprises conditions and measures necessary 
for the production, processing, storage and distribution of 
food designed to ensure a safe, sound, wholesome product 
fit for human consumption. 

3) 'Food additive' means any substance not normally consumed 
as a food by itself and not normally used as a typical ingre-
dient of the food, whether or not it has nutritive value, the 
intentional addition of which to food for a technological 
(including organoleptic) purpose in the manufacture, pro-
cessing, preparation, treatment, packing, packaging, trans-
port or holding of such food results, or may be reasonably 
expected to result, (directly or indirectly) in it or its by-
products becoming a component of or otherwise affecting 
the characteristics of such foods. The term does not include 
"contaminants" or substances added to food for maintaining 
or improving nutritional qualities. 

4) 'Contaminant' means any substance not intentionally added 
to food, which is present in such food as a result of the pro-
duction (including operations carried out in crop husbandry, 
animal husbandry and veterinary medicine), manufacture, 
processing, preparation, treatment, packing, packaging, 
transport or holding of such food or as a result of environ-
mental contamination. The term does not include insect 
fragments, rodent hairs and other extraneous matter. 

5) 'Pesticide' means any substance or mixture of substances 
intended for preventing or controlling any pest and includes 
any substance or mixture of substances intended for use as 
a plant-growth regulator, defoliant or desiccant. It ex-
cludes fertilizers and antibiotics or other chemicals admi-
nistered to animals for other purposes such as to stimulate 
their growth or to modify their reproductive behaviour. 



- 27 -

'Pesticide residue' means any substance or substances in 
food for man or animals resulting from the use of a 'pesti-
cide'. It also includes any specified derivatives, such as 
degradation and conversion products, metabolites and 
reaction products which are considered to be of toxicolo-
gical significance. 

'Good agricultural practice in the use of pesticides' is 
defined as the officially recommended or authorized usage 
of pesticides under practical conditions at any stage of 
production, storage, transport, distribution and processing 
of food and other agricultural commodities, bearing in 
mind the variations in requirements within and between 
regions, and which takes into account the minimum quanti-
ties necessary to achieve adequate control, applied in a 
manner so as to leave a residue which is the smallest 
amount practicable and which is toxicologically acceptable. 

'Codex maximum limit for pesticide residues' (Codex 
tolerance or practical residue limit) is the maximum con-
centration of a pesticide residue that is recommended by 
the Codex Alimentarius to be legally permitted in or on a 
food or food commodity. The concentration is expressed 
in parts by weight of pesticide residue per million parts 
by weight of the food or food commodity. 



-
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PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF CODEX 
STANDARDS AND CODES OF PRACTICE, CODEX 
MAXIMUM LIMITS FOR PESTICIDE RESIDUES, CODEX 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE IDENTITY AND PURITY 

OF FOOD ADDITIVES 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The sequence of the Procedure set out in this document is 
briefly as follows. The Commission decides that a standard 
should be elaborated and sets up a Codex committee or entrusts 
the elaboration to some other body. The Codex committee or 
other body produces a draft which at this stage is a "proposed 
draft standard". It is circulated to governments for comments 
and may be considered and further amended, in the case of a 
regional or group of countries proposal by the appropriate 
coordinating committee if one exists or otherwise by the Codex 
committee or other body. It is then presented to the Commis-
sion as a "proposed draft standard" and the Commission uses it 
as the basis for producing a "draft standard". This is sent to 
governments for comments and in the light of these comments, 
and after further consideration by the coordinating committee 
or Codex committee or other body, as the case may be, the 
Commission reconsiders the draft and adopts it as a "recom-
mended standard". This is sent to governments for acceptance 
and is published in the Codex Alimentarius as a Codex standard, 
when the Commission determines that it is appropriate to do so 
in the light of the acceptances received. 

2. Except for provisions relating to acceptance, the pro-
visions set out in Parts 1 and 2 of this document apply, mutatis 
mutandis, to the elaboration of codes of practice, and, as deter-
mined by the Commission, to other texts of a non-mandatory 
nature. 

3. It will be open to the Commission and to the coordinat-
ing committee, Codex committees or other bodies dealing with 
the preparation, amendment or adoption of a standard at Steps 
4. 5, 7 and 8 of the Procedure in Parts 1 and 2 of this document 
to decide that the draft be returned for further work at any 
appropriate previous Step in the Procedure. It shall also be 
open to the Commission to authorize the omission of one or 
more of Steps 6, 7 and 8 of the Procedure in Parts 1 and 2 of 
this document if it considers, without dissent, that the comple-
tion of the standard is a matter of exceptional urgency or if it 
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notes that the standard is entirely uncontroversial and that the 
standard has already proved to be generally agreeable to 
Members of the Commission. It shall fur ther be open to the 
Commission to authorize, on the basis of a two-thirds majori ty 
of the votes cast, the omission of one or more of Steps 6, 7 and 8 
of the Procedure in P a r t s 1 and 2 of this document in respect of 
maximum limits for pesticide residues elaborated by the Codex 
Committee on Pesticide Residues, where such an omission is 
recommended by the Committee (see Procedure in Pa r t 3). 

4. It will be open to the Commission at any stage in the 
elaboration of a standard to entrust any of the remaining Steps 
to a Codex committee or other body different from that to which 
it was previously entrusted. 

5. It will be for the Commission itself to keep under review 
the revision of "recommended standards". The procedure for 
revision should, mutatis mutandis, be that laid down for the 
elaboration of Codex standards, except that, in the case of 
amendments to standards proposed by Codex committees, Step 2 
of the Procedure in P a r t s 1 and 2 of this document may be 
omitted. 

6. The provisions set out in Par t 2 of this document apply, 
mutatis mutandis, to the elaboration of Codex standards for 
groups of countries specifically enumerated by the Commission. 

7. The provisions set out in Pa r t 3 of this document apply 
to the elaboration of Codex maximum limits for pesticide res i -
dues in accordance with paragraph 3 above. 

8. The provisions set out in Par t 4 of this document apply 
to the elaboration of Codex specifications for the identity and 
purity of food additives. 
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PART 1 

PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF 
WORLDWIDE CODEX STANDARDS 

STEP 1: 

The Commission decides on the elaboration of a world-
wide Codex standard and decides which subsidiary body or other 
body should undertake the work. 

STEP 2: 

The subsidiary body or other body so designated prepares 
a proposed draft standard, taking into account the work 
accomplished by the appropriate international organizations. 
The draft is sent to the Commission's Secretariat by the Chair-
man of the subsidiary body or other body. 

STEP 3: 

The proposed draft standard is sent by the Commission's 
Secretariat to Member States and Associate Members of FAO 
and/or WHO and to the international organizations concerned in 
order to obtain their comments. 

STEP 4: 

The Commission's Secretariat sends the comments 
received from governments and from the international organiza-
tions concerned to the subsidiary body or other body concerned, 
which has the power to consider such comments and to amend 
the proposed draft standard, if appropriate. 

STEP 5: 

The proposed draft standard is submitted through the 
Secretariat to the Commission with a view to its adoption as a 
draft standard. The Commission may, however, refer it to a 
special subsidiary body, set up under Rule IX. 1(a) of the Rules 
of Procedure, before adopting it as a draft standard or may 
entrust the special subsidiary body with the responsibility for 
undertaking steps 5, 7 and 8 of this Procedure or any part 
thereof. 

STEP 6: 

The draft standard is sent by the Commission's 
Secretariat for comment to all Member States and Associate 
Members of FAO and/or WHO and to the international organiza-
tions concerned. 
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The comments received from governments and from the 
international organizations concerned are sent by the Secretariat 
to the subsidiary body or other body concerned, which has the 
power to consider such comments and amend the draft standard, 
if appropriate. 

STEP 8: 

The draft standard is submitted through the Secretariat to 
the Commission with a view to adoption as a recommended 
standard. 

STEP 9: 

The recommended standard is sent to all Member States 
and Associate Members of FAO and/or WHO and to the inter-
national organizations concerned. Members of the Commission 
notify the Secretariat of their acceptance of the recommended 
standard in accordance with the acceptance procedure laid down 
in paragraph 4, paragraph 5 or in paragraph 6 of the General 
Principles of the Codex Alimentarius, whichever is appropriate. 
Member States and Associate Members of FAO and/or WHO that 
are not Members of the Commission are invited to notify the 
Secretariat if they wish to accept the recommended standard. 

STEP 10: 

The Secretariat publishes periodically the notifications 
received from governments with respect to each recommended 
standard. 

STEP 11: 

The recommended standard will be published in the Codex 
Alimentarius as a world-wide Codex standard when the Commis-
sion determines that it is appropriate to do so in the light of the 
acceptances received. The Codex Alimentarius will also contain 
an appendix for each Codex standard (a) listing the countries in 
which products conforming with such standard may be freely dis-
tributed, and (b) where applicable, stating in detail all specified 
deviations which may have been declared by any accepting country. 

— The Secretariat will examine deviations notified by govern -
ments and will report periodically to the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission concerning possible amendments to standards which 
might be considered by the Commission in accordance with the 
Procedure for the Revision and Amendment of Recommended 
Codex Standards. 
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PART 2 

PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF 
REGIONAL CODEX STANDARDS 

STEP 1: 

On the proposal of the majority of Members belonging to 
a given region submitted at a session of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, the Commission decides on the elaboration of a 
Codex standard for the region concerned and decides which 
subsidiary body or other body should undertake the work. 

STEP 2: 

The subsidiary body or other body so designated prepares 
a proposed draft standard, taking into account the work 
accomplished by the appropriate international organizations. 
The draft is sent to the Commission's Secretariat by the 
coordinator for the region concerned if a coordinator has been 

appointed; if no coordinator has been appointed, the draft is 
sent by the chairman of the subsidiary body or other body. 

STEP 3: 

The proposed draft standard is sent by the Commission's 
Secretariat to Member States and Associate Members of FAO 
and/or WHO and to the international organizations concerned in 
order to obtain their comments. 

STEP 4: 

If the Commission has appointed a coordinating commit-
tee for the region concerned, the comments received from 
governments and from the international organizations concerned 
are sent by the Secretariat to that committee, which has the 
power to consider such comments and amend the proposed draft 
standard, if appropriate 1/. If a coordinating committee has 
not been appointed, the Secretariat sends the comments received 
from governments and from the international organizations 
concerned to the subsidiary body or other body concerned, which 
has the power to consider such comments and to amend the 
proposed draft standard, if appropriate. 

1/ The meeting of the coordinating committee could take place 
immediately before or during the session of the Commission. 
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STEP 5: 

The proposed draft standard is submitted through the 
Secretariat to the Commission with a view to adoption as a draft 
standard for the region concerned. At the appropriate session of 
the Commission, all Members may present their comments, 
take part in the debate and propose amendments but only the 
majority of the Members of the region concerned can decide to 
amend and adopt the draft. 

STEP 6: 

The draft standard for the region concerned is sent by 
the Commission's Secretariat for comment to all Member States 
and Associate Members of FAO and/or WHO and to the inter-
national organizations concerned. 

STEP 7: 

If the Commission has appointed a Coordinating Commit-
tee for the region concerned, the comments received from 
governments and from the international organizations concerned 
are sent by the Secretariat to that Committee which has the 
power to consider such comments and amend the draft standard, 
if appropriate 1/. If a Coordinating Committee has not been 
appointed, the Secretariat sends the comments received from 
governments and from the international organizations concerned 
to the subsidiary body or other body concerned which has the 
power to consider such comments and to amend the draft 
standard, if appropriate. 

STEP 8: 

The draft standard is submitted through the Secretariat 
to the Commission with a view to adoption as a recommended 
standard for the region concerned. At the appropriate session 
of the Commission, all Members may present their comments, 
take part in the debate and propose amendments but only the 
majority of Members of the region concerned can decide to 
amend and adopt the draft. 

l / T h e meeting of the coordinating committee could take place 
immediately before or during the session of the Commission. 
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STEP 9: 
The recommended s tandard is«sent to a l l Member States 

and Associa te Members of FAO and /o r WHO and to the inter-
national organizat ions concerned. The Members of the region 
concerned notify the Secre ta r i a t of thei r acceptance of the 
recommended standard in accordance with the acceptance 
p rocedure laid down in paragrapn 4, paragraph 5 or in paragraph 
6 of the General P r inc ip les of the Codex Alimentar ius , which-
ever i s appropr ia te . Other Members of the Commission may 
l ikewise notify the Secre ta r ia t of thei r acceptance of the recom-
mended s tandard or of any other m e a s u r e s they propose to adopt 
with respec t thereto , and a lso submit any observat ions as to i ts 
application. M e m b e r States and Associa te Members of FAO 
and /o r WHO that a r e not Members of the Commission a r e in-
vited to notify the Secre ta r i a t if they wish to accept the 
recommended standard. 
STEP 10: ^^ 

The Secre ta r i a t publishes periodically the notifications 
received f rom governments of the region concerned, and, a s 
appropr ia te , f rom other governments with respec t to each 
recommended standard. 
STEP 11: 

The recommended s tandard will be published in the 
Codex Al imentar ius a s a Codex standard for the region con-
cerned when the Commission de te rmines it appropr ia te to do 
so in the light of acceptances received f rom within the region. 
The Codex Al imentar ius will also contain an appendix for each 
Codex s tandard fo r the region concerned (a) l ist ing the coun-
t r i e s in which products conforming with such standard may be 
f ree ly distr ibuted, and (b) where applicable, stating in detail 
al l specif ied deviations which may have been declared by any 
accepting country. 

— The Secre ta r i a t will examine deviations notified by 
governments and will repor t periodically to the Codex Alimen-
t a r i u s Commission concerning possible amendments to stan-
dards which might be considered by the Commission in 
accordance with the P rocedu re for the Revision and Amend-
ment of Recommended Codex Standards. 
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STEP 12: 
The Codex standard will be published in the Codex Alimen-

tar ius as a world-wide Codex standard when the Commission 
determines that it is appropriate to do so in the light of all accep-
tances received. The Codex Alimentarius Commission will a lso 
contain an appendix for each Codex standard (a) listing the coun-
t r i e s in which products conforming with such standard may be 
freely distributed, and (b) where applicable, stating in detail 
all specified deviations which may have been declared by any 
accepting country. 
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PART 3 
PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF CODEX 

MAXIMUM LIMITS FOR PESTICIDE RESIDUES 

STEPS 1, 2 and 3: 
The Sec re ta r i a t d i s t r ibu tes the recommendat ions for 

maximum l imi ts for pest ic ide res idues , when available f rom 
the Joint FAO Working Pa r ty of Exper t s and the WHO Expert 
Commit tee on Pes t ic ide Res idues and reques t s comments f rom 
governments and in teres ted international organizations. 
STEP 4: 

The Codex Commit tee on Pes t ic ide Res idues examines 
the recommendat ions for maximum l imi t s for res idues in the 
light of comments . The Codex Committee, when formulat ing 
i ts recommendat ions for proposed dra f t Codex maximum limits , 
t akes all appropr ia te m a t t e r s into consideration including the 
need for urgency, the government comments at Step 3 and the 
likelihood of new evidence becoming available in the immediate 
fu ture and, on the ba s i s of such considerat ions, indicates to the 
Commission those proposed dra f t maximum l imi ts which, in 
i t s view, need to be passed through the full P rocedure and those 
fo r which the re might be an omission of Steps 6, 7 and 8, it being 
understood that any maximum limit at Step 5, for which it has 
been recommended that Steps 6, 7 and 8 could be omitted or any 
maximum limit at Step 8 shall be dealt with by the Commission 
in accordance with the Guide to the Consideration of Standards 
at Step 8 of the P rocedu re for the Elaboration of Codex 
Standards. 
STEPS 5-11: 

As for the P rocedu re for the Elaboration of World-wide 
Codex Standards (pages 31 and 32). 
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PART 4 
PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF 

CODEX SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE IDENTITY AND PURITY OF 
FOOD ADDITIVES 

STEPS 1 and 2: 
The Secre ta r ia t d is t r ibutes the specifications, when avail-

able f rom the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Addi-
tives, and reques ts comments f rom governments and in te res ted 
international organizations. 
STEPS 3 and 4: 

The Codex Committee on Food Additives examines the 
specif icat ions in the light of comments . The comments a r e 
a lso made available by the Secre ta r ia t to the Joint FAO/WHO 
Expert Committee on Food Additives. The Expert Commi t t ee ' s 
opinion is a l so placed before the Codex Committee on Food 
Additives. 
STEP 5: 

Only those specif icat ions which, in the opinion of the 
Codex Committee on Food Additives, a r e suitable for publica-
tion a s recommended international specif icat ions for food 
additives and for which Steps 6, 7 and 8 could be omitted, 
should be submitted to the Codex Al imentar ius Commission 
at Step 5 for final adoption. 
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GUIDE TO THE CONSIDERATION OF STANDARDS AT 
STEP 8 OF THE PROCEDURE FOR THE 
ELABORATION OF CODEX STANDARDS 

1. In order: 

(a) to ensure that the work of the Codex committee 
concerned is not made less valuable by the passage 
of an insufficiently considered amendment in the 
Commission; 

(b) at the same time to provide scope for significant 
amendments to be raised and considered in the 
Commission; 

(c) to prevent, as far as practicable, lengthy discussion 
in the Commission on points that have been 
thoroughly argued in the Codex committee concerned; 

(d) to ensure, as far as practicable, that delegations 
are given sufficient warning of amendments so that 
they may brief themselves adequately, 

amendments to Codex standards at Step 8 should, as far as 
practicable, be submitted in writing, although amendments 
proposed in the Commission would not be excluded entirely, 
and the following procedure should be employed: 

2. When Codex standards are distributed to Member 
Countries prior to their consideration by the Commission at 
Step 8, the Secretariat will indicate the date by which proposed 
amendments must be received; this date will be fixed so as to 
allow sufficient time for such amendments to be in the hands of 
governments not less than one month before the session of the 
Commission. 

3. Governments should submit amendments in writing by 
the date indicated and should state that they had been previously 
submitted to the appropriate Codex committee with details of 
the submission of the amendment or should give the reason why 
the amendment had not been proposed earlier, as the case may 
be. 

4. When amendments are proposed during a session of the 
Commission, without prior notice, to a standard which is at 
Step 8, the Chairman of the Commission, after consultation 
with the chairman of the appropriate committee, or, if the 
Chairman is not present, with the delegate of the chairing 
country, or, in the case of subsidiary bodies which do not have 
a chairing country, with other appropriate persons, shall rule 
whether such amendments are substantive. 
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5. If an amendment ruled as substantive is agreed to by the 
Commission, it shall be referred to the appropriate Codex 
committee for its comments and, until such comments have 
been received and considered by the Commission, the standard 
shall not be advanced beyond Step 8 of the Procedure. 
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GUIDE TO THE PROCEDURE FOR THE REVISION AND 
AMENDMENT OF RECOMMENDED CODEX STANDARDS 

1. Proposals for the amendment or revision of recommended 
Codex standards should be submitted to the Commission's 
Secretariat in good time (not less than three months) before the 
session of the Commission at which they are to be considered. 
The proposer of an amendment should indicate the reasons for 
the proposed amendment and should also state whether the 
proposed amendment had been previously submitted to and 
considered by the Codex committee concerned and/or the 
Commission. If the proposed amendment has already been 
considered by the Codex committee and/or the Commission, 
the outcome of the consideration of the proposed amendment 
should be stated. 

2. Taking into account such information regarding the 
proposed amendment as may be supplied in accordance with 
paragraph 1 above, the Commission will decide whether the 
amendment or revision of a standard is necessary. If the 
Commission decides in the affirmative, and the proposer of 
the amendment is other than a Codex Committee, the proposed 
amendment will be referred for consideration to the appropriate 
Codex committee, if such committee is still in existence. If 
such committee is not in existence, the Commission will 
determine how best to deal with the proposed amendment. If 
the proposer of the amendment is a Codex committee, it would 
be open to the Commission to decide that the proposed amend-
ment be circulated to governments for comments prior to 
further consideration by the sponsoring Codex committee. 

3. The procedure for amending or revising a Codex 
standard would be as laid down in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the 
Introduction to the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex 
Standards. 

4. When the Commission has decided to amend or revise 
a standard, the unrevised standard will remain the applicable 
Codex standard until the revised standard has been adopted by 
the Commission. 
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PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF 
MILK AND MILK PRODUCT STANDARDS 

STEP 1: 

The Joint FAO/WHO Committee of Government Experts 
on the Code of Principles concerning Milk and Milk Products 
decides on the elaboration of an international standard, collects 
information from the governments concerned on their national 
standards and other relative data and forwards copies of this 
information to the International Dairy Federation for the 
development of the first draft of an international standard. 

STEP 2: 

The IDF prepares a draft standard taking into account 
any information supplied by Member Governments or otherwise 
available. A report, accompanied by the draft standard, is 
sent to the Committee's Secretariat by IDF for distribution to 
Member States of FAO and WHO as a working paper for the 
next session of the Committee. 

STEP 3: 

The Committee's conclusions on the draft standard 
together with the draft standard as may be amended by the 
Committee, are published in the report of the session and are 
sent by the Secretariat to Member States of FAO and WHO for 
comment. 

STEP 4: 

The Committee considers the draft standard in the light 
of government comments and amends or revises the draft 
standard, if appropriate. 

STEP 5: ^ 

The draft standard as amended is sent out to governments 
for further comments. 

1/ It shall be open to the Committee to authorize the omission 
of steps 5 and 6 of the Procedure if it considers, without 
dissent, that the completion of the standard is entirely 
uncontroversial and that the standard has already proved to 
be generally agreeable to the Committee. 
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STEP 6:—' / 

The Commit tee fu r the r cons iders the d ra f t s tandard in 
the light of government comments and adopts the f inal text a s 
a recommended s tandard. 
STEP 7: 

The recommended s tandard is submitted by the Secre-
ta r ia t to governments for acceptance. 
STEP 8: 

The Sec re ta r i a t publ ishes periodical ly the not if icat ions 
received f rom governments with respec t to each recommended 
s tandard. 
STEP 9: 

The recommended s tandard is published a s a s tandard 
in the Code of P r inc ip l e s concerning Milk and Milk P roduc t s 
when the Commit tee de te rmines that it i s appropr ia t e to do so 
in the light of the acceptances received. 
STEP 10: 

The recommended s tandard is published a s a s tandard 
in the Codex Al imentar ius when the Codex Al imenta r ius Com-
miss ion de te rmines that it i s appropr ia te to do so in the 
light of the acceptances received. The Codex Al imen ta r ius 
will a l so contain an appendix fo r each s tandard (a) l is t ing 
the countr ies in which products conforming with such stan-
dard may be f ree ly distr ibuted, and (b) where applicable, 
stating in detai l a l l specif ied deviations which may have been 
declared by an accepting country. 

— It shall be open to the Commit tee to au thor ize the 
omission of Steps 5 and 6 of the P r o c e d u r e if it cons iders , 
without dissent , that the completion of the s tandard i s ent i re-
ly uncont rovers ia l and that the s tandard has a l ready proved 
to be generally agreeab le to the Commit tee . 
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PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF 

INTERNATIONAL INDIVIDUAL CHEESE STANDARDS 
STEP 1: 

Governments submit to the Secre ta r ia t their applications 
with complete supporting documentation. Upon receipt of an 
application, the Secre ta r ia t in fo rms all Governments and sends 
to the International Dairy Federat ion full documentation about 
the variety with an indication of pr ior i ty to be assigned to the 
application by IDF. 
STEP 2: 

The Secre tar ia t p laces before the Committee those 
applications upon which IDF has reported, together with the 
draf t s tandards and the IDF repor t . 
STEP 3: 

The Commit tee ' s conclusions on the draf t standard 
together with the draft s tandard as may be amended by the 
Committee, a r e published in the repor t of the session and 
a r e sent by the Secre tar ia t to Member States of FAO and 
WHO for comment. 
STEP 4: 

The Committee considers the draf t standard in the 
light of government comments and amends or rev i ses the 
draf t standard, if appropr ia te . 
STEP 5: 1/ 

The Draf t standard as amended is sent to governments 
for fu r the r comments . 
STEP 6: 1 / 

The Committee fur ther considers the draf t s tandard 
in the light of government comments and adopts the final 
text a s a recommended standard. 
1 / It shall be open to the Committee to authorize the omission 

of Steps 5 and 6 of the P rocedure if it considers , without 
dissent, that the completion of the standard is entirely un-
cont rovers ia l and that the standard has already proved to 
be generally agreeable to the Committee. 
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STEP 7: 
The recommended standard is submitted by the Secre-

tar iat to governments for acceptance. 
STEP 8: 

The Secretar ia t publishes periodically the notifications 
received f rom governments with respect to each recommended 
standard. 
STEP 9: 

The recommended standard is published a s a standard 
in the Code of Pr inciples concerning Milk and Milk Products 
when the Committee determines that it is appropriate to do so 
in the light of the acceptances received. 
STEP 10: 

The recommended standard is published a s a standard 
in the Codex Alimentarius when the Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission determines that it is appropriate to do so in the 
light of the acceptances received. The Codex Alimentarius 
will also contain an appendix for each standard (a) listing 
the countries in which products conforming with such stan-
dard may be freely distributed, and (b) where applicable, 
stating in detail all specified deviations which may have been 
declared by an accepting country. 
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FORMAT FOR CODEX COMMODITY STANDARDS INCLUDING 
STANDARDS ELABORATED UNDER THE CODE OF PRINCIPLES 

CONCERNING MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

introduction 

The Format also intended for use as a guide by the subsidiary 
bodies of the Codex Alimentarius Commission in presenting 
their standards, with the object of achieving, as far as 
possible, a uniform presentation of commodity standards. 
The Format also indicates the statements which should be 
included in standards as appropriate under the relevant 
headings of the standard. The sections of the Format require 
to be completed in a standard only insofar as such provisions 
are appropriate to an international standard for the food in 
question. 

NAME OF THE STANDARD 

SCOPE 

DESCRIPTION 

ESSENTIAL COMPOSITION AND QUALITY FACTORS 

FOOD ADDITIVES 

CONTAMINANTS 

HYGIENE 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

LABELLING 

METHODS OF ANALYSIS AND SAMPLING 

Format of 
Codex Standards 
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Notes on the Headings 

NAME OF THE STANDARD 

The name of the standard should be clear and as concise 
as possible. It should usually be the common name by which the 
food covered by the standard is known or, if more than one food 
is dealt with in the standard, by a generic name covering them 
all. If a fully informative title should be inordinately long, a 
subtitle could be added. 

SCOPE 

This section should contain a clear, concise statement as 
to the food or foods to which the standard is applicable unless this 
is self-explanatory in the name of the standard. In the case of a 
general standard covering more than one specific product, it 
should be made clear as to which specific products the standard 
applies. 

DESCRIPTION 

This section should contain a definition of the product or 
products with an indication, where appropriate, of the raw 
materials from which it is derived and any necessary references 
to processes of manufacture. It may also include references to 
types and styles of product and to type of pack. There may also 
be additional definitions when these are required to clarify the 
meaning of the standard. 

ESSENTIAL COMPOSITION AND QUALITY FACTORS 

This section should contain all quantitative and other 
requirements as to composition including, where necessary, 
identity characteristics, provisions on packing media and 
requirements as to compulsory and optional ingredients. It 
should also include quality factors which are essential for the 
designation, definition or composition of the product concerned. 
Such factors could include the quality of the raw material, with 
the object of protecting the health of the consumer, provisions on 
taste, odor, color and texture which may be apprehended by the 
senses, and basic quality criteria for the finished products, with 
the object of preventing fraud. Such factors do not, at this stage, 
include grades or quality classes. This section may also include 
tolerances for defects, such as blemishes or imperfect material. 



- 49 -

FOOD ADDITIVES 

This section should contain the names of the additives 
permitted and, where appropriate, the maximum amount 
permitted in the food. It should be prepared in accordance with 
paragraph 13(b) of the Guidelines for Codex Committees and may 
take the following form: 

"The following provisions in respect of food additives and 
their specifications as contained in section of the 
Codex Alimentarius are subject to endorsement f~1have 
been endorsed 7 by the Codex Committee on Food 
Additives. " 

Then should follow a tabulation, viz. : 

"Name of additive, maximum level (in percentage or 
mg/kg). " 

CONTAMINANTS 

(a) Pesticide Residues: This section should include, by 
reference, any levels for pesticide residues that have 
been laid down by the Codex Committee on Pesticide 
Residues for the product concerned. 

(b) Other Contaminants: In addition, this section should 
contain the names of other contaminants and where 
appropriate the maximum level permitted in the food, 
and the text to appear in the standard may take the 
following form: 

"The following provisions in respect of contaminants, 
other than pesticide residues, are subject to endorse-
ment /have been endorsed_7 by the Codex Committee 
on Food Additives. " 

Then should follow a tabulation, viz. : 

"Name of contaminant, maximum level (in percentage 
or mg/kg). " 
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HYGIENE 
Any specific mandatory hygiene provis ions considered 

necessary should be included in this section. They should be 
prepared in accordance with paragraph 13(d) of the Guidelines 
for Codex Committees . Reference should a lso be made to 
applicable codes of hygienic pract ice . Any pa r t s of such codes, 
including in par t icular any end-product specif icat ions, should be 
set out in the standard, if it i s considered necessa ry that they 
should be made mandatory. The following statement should also 
appear : 

"The following provisions in respect of the food hygiene 
of this product a r e subject to endorsement ¿have been 
endorsed/ by the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene. " 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
This section should include all provisions, other than 

labelling provisions, relating to weights and m e a s u r e s , e . g . , 
where appropria te , fill of container, weight, measu re or count 
of units determined by an appropriate method of sampling and 
analysis . Weights and measu re s should be expressed in S . I . 
units . In the case of s tandards which include provis ions for the 
sale of products in standardized amounts, e . g . , mult iples of 
100 g rams , S.I . units should be used, but this would not preclude 
additional s ta tements in the standards of these standardized 
amounts in approximately s imi la r amounts in other sys t ems of 
weights and measu res . 

LABELLING 
This section should include all the labelling provisions 

contained in the standard and should be prepared in accordance 
with paragraph 13(a) of the Guidelines for Codex Commit tees . 
Provis ions should be included ei ther specifically or by re fe rence 
to the appropriate paragraphs of the General Standard for the 
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods. The section may a l so contain 
provisions which a r e exemptions f rom, additions to, or which a r e 
necessa ry for the interpretat ion of the General Standard in respec t 
of the product concerned. The following statement should a lso 
appear : 

"The following provisions in respect of the labelling of th is 
product a r e subject to endorsement Zhave been endorsed7 
by the Codex Committee on Food Labelling. " 
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METHODS OF ANALYSIS AND SAMPLING 

This section should include, either specifically or by 
reference, all methods of analysis and sampling considered 
necessary and should be prepared in accordance with paragraph 
13(c) of the Guidelines for Codex Committees. If two or more 
methods have been proved to be equivalent by the Codex Committee 
on Methods of Analysis and Sampling, these could be regarded as 
alternative and be included in this section either specifically or 
by reference. The following statement should also appear: 

"The methods of analysis and sampling described 
hereunder a re international referee methods which are 
to be endorsed /have been endorsedZ by the Codex 
Committee on Methods of Analysis and sampling. " 
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CRITERIA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WORK PRIORITIES 
AND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF 

THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

New Work to be Undertaken bv Existing Subsidiary Bodies 

1. When a Codex committee proposes to elaborate standards 
or codes of practice or other texts in respect of commodities or 
general subjects within its terms of reference, it should satisfy 
itself by reference to the criteria set out in paragraph 4 below 
that the commodities or general subjects concerned merit being 
made the subject of Codex standards or codes of practice or 
other texts, as the case may be. 

2. When a Codex committee wishes to elaborate standards 
or codes of practice or other texts in respect of commodities 
or general subjects outside its terms of reference and proposes 
to the Commission an amendment to its terms of reference in 
order to undertake such elaboration, it should accompany its 
proposal with a written statement to the Commission containing, 
as far as practicable, the information required by the 
appropriate section of paragraph 4 below. 

New Work which would Require the Establishment of a New 
Subsidiary Body 

3. When a Member State wishes to propose to the Commis-
sion the elaboration of a standard or code of practice or other 
text which does not fall within the terms of reference of any 
existing subsidiary body of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 
it should accompany its proposal with a written statement to the 
Commission containing, as far as practicable, the information 
required by the appropriate section of paragraph 4 below. 

4. Criteria 

A. Criteria applicable to commodities 

(i) Consumer protection from the point of view of 
health and fraudulent practices. 

(ii) Volume of production and consumption in individual 
countries and volume and pattern of trade between 
countries. 

(iii) Diversification of national legislations and apparent 
resultant impediments to international trade. 

(iv) Amenability of the commodity to standardization. 
(v) Number of commodities which would need separate 

standards indicating whether raw, semi-processed 
or processed. 
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(vi) Work already undertaken by other international 
organizations in this field. 

(vii) The type oí subsidiary body envisaged to undertake 
the work. 

Criteria applicable to general subjects 

(i) Consumer protection from the point of view of 
health and fraudulent practices. 

(ii) Diversification of national legislations and apparent 
resultant impediments to international trade. 

(iii) Scope of work and establishment of priorities 
between the various sections of the work. 

(iv) Work already undertaken by other international 
organizations in this field. 

(v) Type of subsidiary body envisaged to undertake the 
work. 
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GUIDELINES FQR ÇODEX COMMITTEES 

INTRODUCTION 

1. By virtue of Article 6 of the Statutes of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission and Rule IX. 1(b)(1) of its Rules of 
Procedure, the Commission has established a number of Codex 
Committees to prepare standards in accordance with the 
Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards. The 
Commission has specified for each Codex Committee whether the 
standards are to be world-wide or for a given region. The Rules 
of Procedure of the Commission shall apply, mutatis mutandis, 
to Codex Committees. 

COMPOSITION OF CODEX COMMITTEES 

Membership 

2. Membership of Codex Committees elaborating world-wide 
standards is open to Members of the Commission who have notified 
the Director-General of FAO or WHO of their desire to be 
considered as members thereof or to selected members designated 
by the Commission. Membership of Codex Committees established 
to elaborate regional or group of countries standards is open only 
to Members of the Commission belonging to the region or group 
of countries concerned. 

Observers 

3. Any other Member of the Commission or any Member or 
Associate Member of FAO or WHO which has not become a 
Member of the Commission may participate as an observer at 
any Codex Committee if it has notified the Director-General of 
FAO or WHO of its wish to do so. Such countries may participate 
fully in the discussions of the Committee and shall be provided 
with the same opportunities as other Members to express their 
point of view (including the submission of memoranda), but 
without the right to vote or to move motions either of substance 
or of procedure. International organizations which have formal Guidelines 
relations with either FAO or WHO should also be invited to 
attend in an observer capacity sessions of those Codex Committees 
which are of interest to them. 
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ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES 
Chairmanship 
4. The Codex Alimentar ius Commission will designate a 
member country of the Commission, which has indicated its 
willingness to accept financial and all other responsibi l i ty , a s 
having responsibili ty for appointing a chairman of the Commit tee . 
The member country concerned is responsible for appointing the 
chairman of the Committee f rom among i ts own nationals. Should 
this person for any reason be unable to take the chai r , the 
member country concerned shall designate another person to 
per form the functions of the chairman for a s long a s the chai rman 
is unable to do so. A Committee may appoint at any sess ion one 
or more rappor teurs f rom among the delegates present . 
Secre tar ia t 
5. A member country to which a Codex Commit tee has been 
assigned is responsible for providing all conference s e rv i ce s 
including the s ec re t a r i a t . The secre ta r ia t should have adequate 
stenographic and typing staff able to work easi ly in the languages 
used at the session and should have at i ts disposal adequate typing 
and document reproducing equipment. Interpretat ion, p referab ly 
simultaneous, should be provided f rom and into all languages 
used at the sess ion, and if the repor t of the session is to be 
adopted in more than one of the working languages of the 
Committee, then the se rv ices of a t r ans la to r should be available. 
The Committee sec re t a r i a t is charged with the prepara t ion of the 
draf t report in consultation with the rappor teurs , if any. Where 
necessary , ass i s tance will be given by the represen ta t ives of 
F AO and WHO attending the meeting in the draft ing of the repor t . 
Duties and Terms of Reference 
6. The duties of a Codex Committee shall include: 

(a) the drawing up of a l ist of p r io r i t i e s , a s appropr ia te , 
among the subjects and products within i ts t e r m s of 
r e fe rence , 

(b) consideration of the types of product to be covered by 
s tandards , e. g . , whether ma te r i a l s fo r fu r the r 
process ing into food should be covered, 
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(c) preparation of draft Codex standards within its terms 
of reference, 

(d) reporting to each session of the Commission on the 
progress of its work and, where necessary, on any 
difficulties caused by its terms of reference, together 
with suggestions for their amendment. 

SESSIONS 

Invitations and Provisional Agenda 

7. (a) Sessions of Codex Committees will be convened by the 
Directors-General of FAO and WHO in consultation with the 
chairman of the respective Codex Committee. The chairman 
concerned should send drafts of the letter of invitation and 
provisional agenda to the Chief, FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Program, FAO, Rome, for issue by the Directors-General to 
all Members and Associate Members of FAO and WHO, Codex 
Contact Points and interested international organizations in 
accordance with the official mailing lists of FAO and WHO. 
Draft invitations and Provisional Agenda should be sent to FAO 
at least three months before the date of the meeting. Chairmen 
should, before submitting the drafts, inform and consult with the 
national Codex Contact Point where one has been established, 
and, if necessary, obtain clearance from the national authorities 
concerned (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Ministry of Health, or as the case may be). If the Directors-
General wish to propose amendments, the chairman of the 
Committee concerned should be consulted before these are made. 
The draft invitation and Provisional Agenda submitted by the 
chairman will be translated by FAO/WHO into the working 
languages of the Commission. 

(b) Invitations will be issued in the working languages of the 
Commission and drafts should include the following: 

(i) title of the Codex Committee, 
(ii) time and date of opening and date of the closing of the 

session, 
(iii) place of the session, 
(iv) languages to be used and arrangements for 

interpretation, i . e . , whether simultaneous or not, 
(v) if appropriate, information on hotel accommodation, 

(vi) request for the names of the chief delegate and other 
members of the delegation, and for information on 
whether the chief delegate of a government will be 
attending as a representative or in the capacity of an 
observer. 
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Replies to invitations will normally be requested to be sent to 
reach the chairman as early as possible and in any case not less 
than 30 days before the session. A copy should also be sent to the 
Chief, FAO/WHO Food Standards Program, F AO, Rome. It is 
of the utmost importance that by the date requested a reply to 
invitations should be sent by all those governments and 
international organizations which intend to participate. The reply 
should specify the number of copies and the language of the 
documents required. 

(c) The Provisional Agenda should state the time, date and 
place of meeting and should include the following items: 

(i) adoption of the agenda, 
(ii) if considered necessary, election of rapporteurs, 

(iii) items relating to subject matter to be discussed, 
including, where appropriate, the step in the 
Commission's Procedure for the Elaboration of 
Standards at which the item is being dealt with at the 
session. There should also be reference to the 
Committee papers relevant to the item, 

(iv) any other business, 
(v) consideration of date and place of next session, 

(vi) adoption of draft report. 

The work of the Committee and the length of the meeting should 
be so arranged as to leave sufficient time at the end of the session 
for a report of the Committe's transactions to be agreed. 

Organization of work 

8. A Codex Committee may assign specific tasks to countries, 
groups of countries or to international organizations represented 
at meetings of the Committee and may ask member countries and 
international organizations for views on specific points. A Codex 
Committee may not set up formal sub-committees, whether open 
to all Members of the Commission or not, without the specific 
approval of the Commission. 

Preparation and distribution of papers 

9. (a) Papers for a session should be sent by the chairman of the 
Codex Committee concerned at least two months before the opening 
of the session to the following: (i) all Codex Contact Points, 
(ii) chief delegates of member countries, of observer countries 
and of international organizations, and (iii) other participants on 
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the basis of replies received. Twenty copies of all papers in 
each of the languages used in the Committee concerned should 
be sent to the Chief, FAQ/WHO Food Standards Programme, 
FAQ, Rome. 

(b) Papers for a session prepared by participants must be 
drafted in one of the working languages of the Commission, 
which should, if possible, be one of the languages used in the 
Codex Committee concerned. These papers should be sent to 
the chairman of the Committee, with a copy to the Chief, FAO/ 
WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Rome, in good time 
(see paragraph 9(a)) to be included in the distribution of papers 
for the session. 

(c) Documents circulated at a session of a Codex Committee, 
other than draft documents prepared at the session and ultimately 
issued in a final form, should subsequently receive the same 
distribution as other papers prepared for the Committee. 

(d) Codex Contact Points will be responsible for ensuring 
that papers are circulated to those concerned within their own 
country and for ensuring that all necessary action is taken by 
the date specified. 

(e) Committee chairmen should assign consecutive reference 
numbers in suitable series to all documents of Codex Committees. 
The reference number should appear at the top right-hand corner 
of the first page together with a statement of the language in 
which the document was prepared and the date of its preparation. 
A clear statement should be made of the provenance (origin or 
author country) of the paper immediately under the title. The 
text should be divided into numbered paragraphs. At the end 
of these guidelines is a series of references for Codex docu-
ments adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission for its 
own sessions and those of its subsidiary bodies. 

(f) Members of Codex Committees should advise the Com-
mittee chairman through their Codex Contact Point of the number 
of copies of documents normally required. 

(g) Working papers of Codex Committees may be circulated 
freely to all those assisting a delegation in preparing for the 
business of the Committee; they should not, however, be pub-
lished. There is, however, no objection to the publication of 
reports of the meetings of committees or of completed draft 
standards. 
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Conduct of meetings 
10. (a) Meetings of Codex Commit tees , apar t f rom fo rmal 
opening proceedings, should be open only to accredi ted delegates 
and obse rve r s and to member s of the s ec re t a r i a t and i ts anci l lary 
staff unless the Committee decides otherwise. Member countr ies 
responsible for Codex Commit tees shall decide who should open 
meetings on their behalf. The chairman should invite observat ions 
f rom member s of the Committee concerning the Provis ional 
Agenda and in the light of such observations formal ly request 
the Committee to adopt the Provisional Agenda or the amended 
agenda. Meetings should be conducted in accordance with the 
Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentar ius Commiss ion . 
Attention is par t icular ly drawn to Rule VI. 7 which reads : "The 
provisions of Rule XII of the General Rules of F AO shall apply 
mutatis mutandis to all ma t t e r s which a r e not specifically dealt 
with under Rule VI of the present Rules. " Rule XII of the General 
Rules of FAO, a copy of which will be supplied to all chai rmen of 
Codex Commit tees , gives full instruct ions on the p rocedures to 
be followed in dealing with voting, points of o rde r , adjournment 
and suspension of meetings, adjournment and c losure of 
discussions on a par t icu lar i tem, reconsiderat ion of a subject 
a l ready decided and the order in which amendments should be 
dealt with. 

(b) Chairmen of Codex Committees should ensure that all 
questions a r e fully discussed. Chairmen should a l so ensure that 
the writ ten comments of m e m b e r s not present at the sess ion a r e 
considered by the Committee; that all i s sues a r e put c lear ly to 
the Committee. Th i s can usually best be done by stating what 
appears to be the generally acceptable view and asking delegates 
whether they have any objection to i ts being adopted. The 
chairmen should always try to a r r i ve at a consensus and should 
not ask the Committee to proceed to voting if agreement on the 
Commit tee ' s decision can be secured by consensus. 

(c) Delegations and delegations f rom observer countr ies who 
wish their opposition to a decision of the Committee to be recorded 
may do so, whether the decision has been taken by a vote o r not, 
by asking for a statement of the i r poáition to be contained in the 
repor t of the Committee. This statement should not mere ly use 
a phrase such as : "The delegation of X r e se rved i ts position" but 
should make c lear the extent of the delegation 's opposition to a 
par t icular decision of the Committee and state whether they were 
simply opposed to the decision or wished for a fu r the r opportunity 
to consider the question. 
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(d) Only the chief delegates of member countries, or of 
observer countries or of international organizations have the 
right to speak unless they authorize other members of their 
delegations to do so. 

Reports 
11. (a) In preparing reports, the following points shall be borne 
in mind: 

(i) decisions should be clearly stated; all decisions on 
deaft standards should be accompanied by an indica-
tion of the step in the Procedure that the standards 
have reached; 

(ii) if action has to be taken before the next meeting of 
the committee, the nature of the action, who is to 
take it and when the action must be completed should 
be clearly stated; 

(iii) where matters require attention by other Codex 
committees, this should be clearly stated; 

(iv) if the report is of any length, summaries of points 
agreed and the action to be taken should be included 
at the end of the report and, in any case, a section 
should be included at the end of the report showing 
clearly in summary form: 
(1) standards considered at the session and the steps 

they have reached; 
(2) standards at any step of the Procedure, the 

consideration of which has been postponed or 
which are held in abeyance and the steps which 
they have reached; 

(3) new standards proposed for consideration, the 
probable time of their consideration at Step 2 and 
the responsibility for drawing up the first draft. 

(b) The following appendices should be attached to the report: 
(i) list of participants with full postal addresses, 

(ii) draft standards with an indication of the step in the 
Procedure which has been reached. 

(c) The secretariat of a Codex committee should ensure that, 
as soon as possible and in any event not later than one month 
after the end of the session, copies of the final report, as adopted, 
are sent to all participants, all Codex Contact Points and to the 
Chief, FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Rome, who 
should receive 20 copies in each language used at the session. 

DRAWING UP OF CODEX STANDARDS 
12. A Codex committee, in drawing up standards, should 
bear in mind the following: 

(a) the guidance given in the General Principles of the 
Codex Alimentarius; 
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(b) that all standards should have a preface containing 
the following information: 

(i) the description of the standard, 
(ii) references including the step which the standard 

has reached in the Commission's Procedures for 
the Elaboration of Standards, together with the 
date on which the draft was approved, 

(iii) matters in the draft standard requiring endorsement 
or action by other Codex Committees; 

(c) that for standards for a product which includes a 
number of sub-categories, e . g . , cheese, the 
Committee may either draft a general standard and 
then draft standards for sub-categories, with different 
composition requirements, e . g . , "full fat cheese," 
"skimmed milk cheese" within the general standard 
or draft standards for a series of sub-categories 
without any general standard. In either case, such 
standards should contain clear designations for the 
sub-categories; 

(d) that, in general, it should not be necessary to change 
the name of a food solely because of the presence of 
a permitted food additive. However, in some instances, 
where the additive results in a significant change in 
the product, appropriate labelling may be required in 
addition to the listing of the additive among the 
declaration of ingredients. 

RELATIONS BETWEEN COMMODITY COMMITTEES AND 
GENERAL COMMITTEES 

13. Codex Committees may ask the advice and guidance of the 
Committees on Food Labelling, Food Additives, Methods of 
Analysis and Sampling, and Food Hygiene, on any points coming 
within their province. 

Food Labelling 

(a) Codex Commodity Committees should prepare a section on 
labelling in each draft commodity standard and this section should 
contain all the labelling provisions of the standard. Provisions 
should be included either specifically or by reference to the 
appropriate paragraphs of the General Standard for the Labelling 
of Prepackaged Foods. All Codex commodity standards should be 
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r e f e r r ed to the Codex Committee on Food Labelling at the most 
suitable t ime during Steps 3, 4 and 5 of the Procedure for the 
Elaboration of Codex Standards, though such reference should 
not be allowed to delay the p rogress of the standard to the 
subsequent steps of the Procedure . All labelling provisions 
will require to be endorsed by the Codex Committee on Food 
Labelling. When commodity standards a r e sent to governments 
for comment at Step 3, they should contain a statement that the 
labelling provisions a r e subject to endorsement by the Codex 
Committee on Food Labelling. 
Food Additives 
(b) Codex commodity committees should prepare a section 
on food additives in each draft commodity standard and this 
section should contain all the provisions in the standard relat-
ing to food additives. The section should include the names of 
those additives which a r e considered to be technologically 
necessary or which a r e widely permitted for use in the food 
within limits, where appropriate. All provisions in respect 
of food additives contained in Codex commodity standards 
should be r e f e r r ed to the Codex Committee on Food Additives 
at the most suitable t ime during Steps 3, 4 and 5 of the Procedure 
for the Elaboration of Codex Standards, though such reference 
should not be allowed to delay the p rogress of the standard to 
the subsequent steps of the Procedure. All provisions in res-
pect of food additives will require to be endorsed by the Codex 
Committee on Food Additives, on the basis of technological 
justification submitted by the commodity committees and of 
the recommendations of the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee 
on Food Additives concerning the safety- in-use (acceptable 
daily intake (ADI) and other restr ict ions) and an estimate of 
the potential and, where possible, the actual intake of the 
food additives, ensuring conformity with the General Principles 
for the Use of Food Additives (see page 71). When commo-
dity standards a re sent to governments for comment at Step 3, 
they should contain a statement that the provisions in respect 
of food additives a r e subject to endorsement by the Codex Com-
mittee on Food Additives and to any general list of food additives 
drawn up by that Committee. 
Methods of Analysis and Sampling 
(c) (i) Normal Prac t ice 

Subject to the provisions of sub-paragraph (v) below, 
when Codex committees have included provisions on 
methods of analysis or sampling in a Codex commo-
dity standard, these should be r e fe r red to the Codex 
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Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling at the 
most suitable t ime during Steps 3, 4 and 5 of the Procedure 
for the Elaboration of Codex Standards, which will ensure 
that government comments on the methods of analysis and 
sampling a r e available to the Codex Committee on Methods 
of Analysis and Sampling. Such re fe rence should not, 
however, be allowed to delay the p rog re s s of the standard 
to the subsequent steps of the Procedure . All provisions 
in respect of analysis and sampling will requi re to be en-
dorsed by the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis 
and Sampling except a s specified in sub-paragraphs 
(iii), (iv) and (v) below. When commodity standards con-
taining provisions on methods of analysis and sampling 
a r e sent to governments for comments at Step 3, they 
should contain a statement that these provisions a r e sub-
ject to endorsement by the Codex Committee on Methods 
of Analysis and Sampling. When methods have been 
considered by the Codex Committee on Methods of 
Analysis and Sampling, they should be re turned by it 
to the originating committee with amendments, where 
appropriate. The Codex Committee on Methods of 
Analysis and Sampling should not circulate such methods 
to governments for fu r ther comments. The originating 
committee is responsible for carrying out the s teps of 
the Procedure . The same procedure will apply to 
methods of analysis for the determination of additives 
in food when such methods a r e included by the Codex 
Committee on Food Additives in l is ts or s tandards 
being elaborated by it. 

(ii) Methods of analysis and sampling of general application 
to foods 
When the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and 
Sampling itself elaborates methods of analysis and 
sampling which a re of general application to foods, it 
is responsible for carrying out the s teps of the Procedure . 

(iii) Methods of analysis of food additives a s such 
Methods of analysis included in Codex Food Additives 
Standards, for the purpose of verifying the c r i t e r i a of 
purity and identity of the food additive, need not be 
r e f e r r ed to the Codex Committee on Methods of 
Analysis and Sampling for endorsement. The Codex 
Committee on Food Additives is responsible for ca r ry-
ing out the steps of the Procedure . 
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(iv) Methods of analysis of pesticide residues in food 

The methods for determining the levels of pesticide 
residues in food need not be referred to the Codex 
Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling for 
endorsement. The Codex Committee on Pesticide 
Residues is responsible for carrying out the steps of 
the Procedure. 

(v) Microbiological methods of analysis and sampling 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-paragraph (i) 
above, when Codex committees have included 
provisions on microbiological methods of analysis 
and sampling for the purpose of verifying hygiene 
provisions, they should be referred to the Codex 
Committee on Food Hygiene at the most suitable 
time during steps 3, 4 and 5 of the Procedure for 
the Elaboration of Codex Standards, which will 
ensure that government comments on the methods 
of analysis and sampling are available to the Codex 
Committee on Food Hygiene. The procedure to be 
followed will be as in sub-paragraph (i) above, sub-
stituting the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene for 
the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and 
Sampling. Microbiological methods of analysis and 
sampling elaborated by the Codex Committee on 
Food Hygiene for inclusion in Codex commodity 
standards for the purpose of verifying hygiene 
provisions need not be referred to the Codex 
Committee on Methods of Analysis ar.d Sampling for 
endorsement. 

Food Hygiene 

(d) When Codex committees have included provisions 
relating to hygiene in a Codex commodity standard, these should 
be referred to the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene at the most 
suitable time during steps 3, 4 and 5 of the Procedure for the 
Elaboration of Codex Standards, though such reference should 
not be allowed to delay the progress of the standard to the sub-
sequent steps of the Procedure. All provisions in respect of 
hygiene will require to be endorsed by the Codex Committee on 
Food Hygiene. When commodity standards containing provisions 
on hygiene are sent to governments for comments at Step 3, they 
should contain a statement that these provisions are subject to 
endorsement by the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene. 
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Quick Frozen Foods 

(e) When Codex committees have elaborated Codex 
commodity standards for quick frozen food products, these 
should be referred to the Joint ECE/Codex Alimentarius Group 
of Experts on Standardization of Quick-Frozen Foods at the most 
suitable time during steps 3, 4 and 5 of the Procedure for the 
Elaboration of Codex Standards for comment by the group of 
experts. 
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UNIFORM SYSTEM OF REFERENCES FOR 
CODEX DOCUMENTS 

It will be seen f rom the following that, in referencing 
Codex documents, CX, which stands for Codex, should appear 
f i r s t , followed by the subject code reference, followed by the 
year in which the session will be held (i. e. not necessari ly the 
year in which the document is prepared), and finally followed 
by the consecutive number of the document. 
Codex Alimentarius Commission 
(working documents and reports) - CX/ALINORM 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Executive Committee 
(identified also by session 
number following the year) - CX/EXEC 76/22/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Committee of Government Experts 
on the Code of Pr inciples concern-
ing Milk and Milk Products - CX/MDS 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Regional Coordinating Committees 
Coordinating Committee for 
Africa - CX/AFRO 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Coordinating Committee for 
Europe - CX/EURO 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Coordinating Committee for 
Latin America - CX/LA 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Codex General Subject Committees 
Food Additives - CX/FA 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Food Hygiene - CX/FH 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Food Labelling - CX/FL 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
General Pr inciples - CX/GP 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Methods of Analysis and Sampling - CX/MAS 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Pest icide Residues - CX/PR 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
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Codex Commodity Committees 
Cocoa Products and Chocolate - CX/CPC 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Edible Ices - CX/EI 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Fa t s and Oils - CX/FO 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Fish and Fishery Products - C X / F F P 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Foods for Special Dietary Uses - CX/FSDU 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Meat - CX/M 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Meat Hygiene - CX/MH 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Natural Mineral Waters - CX/MIN 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Processed Fru i t s and Vegetables - CX/PFV 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Processed Meat Products - CX/PMP 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Soups and Broths - CX/SB 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Sugars - CX/S 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 

ECE/Codex Alimentarius Groups of Experts 
Frui t Juices - CX/FJ 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
Quick Frozen Foods - CX/QFF 76/1, 2, 3, etc. 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
CODEX METHODS OF ANALYSIS 

1. Definition of Codex Methods of Analysis and Sampling 

The methods of analysis and sampling contained in the Codex Ali-
mentarius are international referee methods intended for use in 
case of disputes. These methods will not preclude the use of 
existing methods for routine inspection or other control purposes. 

Where criteria in Codex standards are related to certain methods 
of analysis, these methods will be the referee methods. 

If further methods have been proven as being equivalent to these 
methods, they may be adopted as alternative methods. 

2. CRITERIA for the selection of methods of analysis 

(a) Official methods of analysis elaborated by inter-
national organizations occupying themselves with a 
food or group of foods should be preferred. 

(b) Preference should be given to methods of analysis 
the reliability of which (accuracy, precision inter-
and intra- laboratory variation) has been statistically 
established in comparative or collaborative studies 
in several laboratories. Where available, reference 
should be made to such studies. Speed and simpli-
city should be of secondary importance in consider-
ing methods of analysis for adoption as Codex 
methods. 

(c) Methods of analysis should be selected with a degree 
of accuracy and precision commensurate with the 
limits implied in the actual figure given for the 
analytical criterion in the standard. Priority should 
be given to methods involving criteria affecting the 
health of the consumer and also those for which there 
is a numerical criterion in the standard. 

Methods of 
Analysis and 
Food Additives 

(d) All proposed methods of analysis must have direct 
pertinence to the Codex standard to which they are 
directed. 

(e) Methods of analysis must measure the criterion 
they are claimed to measure. If methods which 
truly measure the criterion are not available, the 
need for the criterion should be reconsidered. 
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(f) Only such methods of analysis should be selected 
which can be carried out in laboratories equipped 
with usual modern apparatus. 

(g) Methods of analysis which are applicable uniformly 
to various groups of commodities should be given 
preference over methods which apply only to 
individual commodities. 

General considerations 

(a) The Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and 
Sampling should maintain closest possible relations 
with all interested organizations working on methods 
of analysis and sampling. 

(b) The Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and 
Sampling should organize its work in such a manner 
as to keep under constant review all methods of 
analysis and sampling published in the Codex Ali-
mentar iu s. 

(c) In the Codex methods of analysis, provision should 
be made for variations in reagent concentrations 
and specifications from country to country. 

(d) Codex methods of analysis which have been derived 
from scientific journals, theses, or publications, 
either not readily available or available in languages 
other than the official languages of FAO and WHO, or 
which for other reasons should be printed in the 
Codex Alimentarius in extenso, should follow the 
standard layout for methods of analysis as adopted 
by the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and 
Sampling. 

(e) Methods of analysis which have already been printed 
as official methods of analysis in other available 
publications and which are adopted as Codex methods 
need only be quoted by reference in the Codex Ali-
mentarius. 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR THE USE OF 
FOOD ADDITIVES 

1. All food additives, whether actually in use or being proposed 
for use, should have been or should be subjected to appropriate toxi-
cological testing and evaluation. This evaluation should take into 
account among other things, any cumulative, synergistic or poten-
tiating effects of their use. 

2. Only those food additives should be endorsed, which so 
far as can be judged on the evidence presently available, pre-
sent no hazard to the health of the consumer at the levels of 
use proposed. 

3. All food additives should be kept under continuous 
observation and should be re-evaluated whenever necessary 
in the light of changing conditions of use and new scientific 
information. 

4. Food additives should at all times conform with an 
approved specification, e. g. the Specifications of Identity and 
Purity recommended by the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

5. The use of food additives is justified only where they 
serve one or more of the purposes set out from (a) to (d) and 
only where these purposes cannot be achieved by other means 
which are economically and technologically practicable and 
do not present a hazard to the health of the consumer: 

(a) to preserve the nutritional quality of the food; an inten-
tional reduction in the nutritional quality of a food would 
be justified in the circumstances dealt with in sub-paragraph 
(b) and also in other circumstances where the food does not 
constitute a significant item in a normal diet; 

(b) to provide necessary ingredients or constituents for foods 
manufactured for groups of consumers having special 
dietary needs; 

(c) to enhance the keeping quality or stability of a food or to 
improve its organoleptic properties, provided that this 
does not so change the nature, substance or quality of 
the food as to deceive the consumer; 

(d) to provide aids in manufacture, processing, preparation, 
treatment, packing, transport or storage of food; provided 
that the additive is not used to disguise the effects of the 
use of faulty raw materials or of undesirable (including 



unhygienic) practices or techniques during the course of any 
of these activities. 

6. Approval or temporary approval for the inclusion of a 
food additive in an advisory list or in a food standard should: 

(a) as far as possible be limited to specific foods for specific 
purposes and under specific conditions; 

(b) be at the lowest level of use necessary to achieve the 
desired effect; 

(c) as far as possible take into account any Acceptable Daily 
Intake, or equivalent assessment, established for the food 
additive and the probable daily intake of it from all sources. 
Where the food additive is to be used in foods eaten by 
special groups of consumers, account should be taken of 
the probable daily intake of the food additive by consumers 
in those groups. 
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LIST OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE 
CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

SUBSIDIARY BODY UNDER RULE IX. 1(a) 
1. Joint FAO/WHO Commit tee of Government Exper t s on the 

Code of Pr inc ip les concerning Milk and Mi lk Produc ts 
This Commit tee met for the f i r s t t ime in September 1958. 
It has been convened regular ly each y e a r since 1958 and 
held i ts la test session, the Sixteenth, in September 1973. 
Responsibi l i ty: 
The Codex Al imentar ius Commission decided that the 
FAC/WHO Commit tee of Government Exper t s on the Code 
of P r inc ip l e s concerning Milk and Milk Produc t s would be 
considered a s a Commit tee under Rule IX. 1(a) of the 
Rules of P rocedu re . The Committee would be competent 
to consider and e laborate al l codes and s tandards concern-
ing milk and milk products , and p a s s them, a s appropria te , 
through all the s teps of the P rocedure for the Elaboration 
of Internat ional Standards for Milk Produc ts . It would 
cause them to be submitted to governments for acceptance, 
except that decis ions of the Committee, whether on stan-
da rds or not, would be subject to review by the Commis-
sion at the reques t of a Member of the Commission. The 
Commit tee will consider the acceptances received in the 
light of the General P r inc ip les of the Codex Alimentar ius 
and will repor t on these acceptances to the Codex Alimen-
t a r i u s Commission. The Commission will decide in the 
light of these acceptances whether the s tandard shall be 
published in the Codex Al imentar ius a s a world-wide 
s tandard. Those provis ions of s tandards formulated by 
the Commit tee of Government Exper t s which re la te to 
addit ives, labelling and hygiene would be subject to the 
p rocedure for endorsement by the appropr ia te Codex 
General Subject Commit tees a s laid down in paragraph 
13 of the Guidelines for Codex Commit tees (pages 62, 
63 and 65 of this Manual). Methods of ana lys is and 
sampling formula ted by the Committee of Government 
Expe r t s would not, however, be subject to endorsement 
by the Codex Commit tee on Methods of Analysis and 
Sampling. 
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SUBSIDIARY BODIES UNDER RULE IX. 1(b)(1) 

I. World-wide Codex General Subject Committees 

1. Codex Committee on Food Additives 
Host Government: Netherlands 
Sessions: 
1st, The Hague, 19-22 May 1964 
2nd, The Hague, 10-14 May 1965 
3rd, The Hague, 9-13 May 1966 
4th, The Hague, 11-15 September 1967 
5th, Arnhem, 18-22 March 1968 
6th, Arnhem, 15-22 October 1969 
7th, The Hague, 12-16 October 1970 
8th, Wageningen, 29 May - 2 June 1972 
9th, Wageningen, 10-14 December 1973 

Responsibility: 
To endorse or establish permitted maximum levels 
for individual food additives and for contaminants in 
specific food items. To ensure that food additive 
provisions in Codex standards are in conformity with 
the General Principles for the Use of Food Additives. 
The preparation of lists of food additives for toxico-
logical evaluation by the Joint FAO/WHO Expert 
Committee on Food Additives. 

2. Codex Committee on Food Hygiene 
Host Government: U.S.A. 
Sessions: 
1st, Washington D. C., 27-28 May 1964 
2nd, Rome, 14-16 June 1965 
3rd, Rome, 31 May - 3 June 1966 
4th, Washington D. C., 12-16 June 1967 
5th, Washington D. C., 6-10 May 1968 
6th, Washington D. C., 5-9 May 1969 
7th, Washington D. C., 25-29 May 1970 
8th, Washington D. C., 14-18 June 1971 
9th, Washington D. C., 19-23 June 1972 
10th, Washington D. C., 14-18 May 1973 
11th, Washington D. C., 10-14 June 1974 
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Terms of reference: 
(a) to draft basic provisions on food hygiene applicable 

to all food; 
(b) (i) to consider, amend if necessary, and endorse pro-

visions on hygiene prepared by Codex commodity 
committees and contained in Codex commodity 
standards, or 

(ii) to draft provisions on hygiene in respect of a par-
ticular food coming within the terms of reference 
of a Codex commodity committee at the request 
of that committee; 

(c) to draft, where necessary, provisions on hygiene in 
respect of any food not assigned to any Codex commo-
dity committee; 

(d) to consider specific hygiene problems assigned to it 
by the Commission. 

Codex Committee on Food Labelling 
Host Government: Canada 
Sessions: 
1st, Ottawa, 21-25 June 1965 
2nd, Ottawa, 25-29 July 1966 
3rd, Ottawa, 26-30 June 1967 
4th, Ottawa, 23-28 September 1968 
5th, Rome, 6 April 1970 
6th, Geneva 28-29 June 1971 
7th, Ottawa, 5-10 June 1972 
8th, Ottawa, 28 May - 1 June 1973 
9th, Rome, 26-27 June 1974 

Terms of reference: 
(a) to draft provisions on labelling applicable to all 

foods; 
(b) to consider, amend if necessary, and endorse draft 

specific provisions on labelling prepared by the 
Codex commodity committees drafting commodity 
standards; 

(c) to study specific labelling problems assigned to 
it by the Commission; 

(d) to study problems associated with the advertisement 
of food with particular reference to claims and mis-
leading descriptions. 



- 76 -

4. Codex Committee on General Pr inciples 
Host Government: France 
Sessions: 
1st, Par i s , 4-8 October 1965 
2nd, Pa r i s , 16-19 October 1967 
3rd, Pa r i s , 9-13 December 1968 
4th, Par i s , 4-8 March 1974 
Responsibility: 
To deal with such procedural and general ma t t e r s a s 
a r e r e fe r red to it by the Codex Alimentarius Commis-
sion. At i ts last three sessions the Committee 
established the General Principles which define the 
purpose and scope of the Codex Alimentarius, the 
nature of Codex standards arid the f o r m s of acceptance 
by countries of Codex standards. 

5. Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling 
Host Government: Federal Republic of Germany 

(1st to 6th sessions) 
Hungary 

Sessions: 
1st, Berlin, 23-24 September 1965 
2nd, Berlin, 20-23 September 1966 
3rd, Berlin, 24-27 October 1967 
4th, Berlin, 11-15 November 1968 
5th, Cologne, 1-6 December 1969 
6th, Bonn-Bad Godesberg, 25-28 January 1971 
7th, Budapest, 12-18 September 1972 
8th, Budapest, 3-7 September 1973 
T e r m s of re ference : 
(a) to specify standard methods which a r e generally 

applicable to a number of foods; 
(b) (i) to consider, amend if necessary , and endorse 

draf t methods proposed by Codex committees 
in the draft ing of Codex standards, or 

(ii) to develop at the request of and in collaboration 
with such committees such methods for sub-
sequent endorsement by it; 

(c) to revise a s necessary such methods; and 
(d) to consider specific sampling and analysis problems 

assigned to it by the Commission. 
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6. Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues 
Host Government: Netherlands 
Sessions: 
1st, The Hague, 17-21 January 1966 
2nd, The Hague, 18-22 September 1967 
3rd, Arnhem, 30 September - 4 October 1968 
4th, Arnhem, 6-14 October 1969 
5th, The Hague, 28 September - 6 October 1970 
6th, The Hague, 16-23 October 1972 
7th, The Hague, 4- 9 February 1974 
Responsibility: 
To propose international tolerances for pesticide 
residues in specific foods. A fur ther responsibility 
is the preparation of a list of pr ior i t ies of those 
pesticide residues found in food commodities enter-
ing international t rade for toxicological evaluation 
by the WHO Expert Committee on Pest icide Residues 
and examination by the FAO Working Par ty on 
Pest icides. 

World-wide Codex Commodity Committees 
1. Codex Committee on Cocoa Products and Chocolate 

Host Government: Switzerland 
Sessions: 
1st, Neuchâtel, 5-6 November 1963 
2nd, Montreux, 22-24 April 1964 
3rd, Zürich, 10-12 March 1965 
4th, Berne, 15-17 March 1966 
5th, Lugano, 9-12 May 1967 
6th, Montreux, 2-5 July 1968 
7th, Horgen (Zürich), 23-27 June 1969 
8th, Lucerne, 29 June - 3 July 1970 
9th, Neuchâtel, 27 September - 1 October 1971 
10th, Lausanne, 7-11 May 1973 
11th, Zürich, 2-6 December 1974 
Responsibility: 
To elaborate world-wide standards for cocoa products 
and chocolate. 
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2. Codex Committee on Sugars 
Host Government: United Kingdom 
Sessions: 
1st, London, 3-5 March 1964 
2nd, London, 2-4 March 1965 
3rd, London, 1-3 March 1966 
4th, London, 18-21 April 1967 
5th, London, 10-12 September 1968 
6th, London, 19-22 March 1974 

Responsibility: 
To elaborate world-wide standards for all types of 
sugars and sugar products. 

3. Codex Committee on Processed Fruits and Vegetables 
Host Government: United States of America 
Sessions: 
1st, Washington D. C., 29- 30 May 1964 
2nd, Rome, 8-11 June 1965 
3rd, Rome, 6-10 June 1966 
4th, Washington D. C., 19-23 June 1967 
5th, Washington D. C., 13-17 May 1968 
6th, Washington D. C., 12-16 May 1969 
7th, Washington D. C. , 1-5 June 1970 
8th, Washington D. C., 7-11 June 1971 
9th, Washington D. C., 12-16 June 1972 
10th, Washington D. C., 21-25 May 1973 
11th, Washington D. C., 3-7 June 1974 

Terms of reference: 
To elaborate world-wide standards for all types of 
processed fruits and vegetables including dried 
products, canned dried peas and beans, jams and 
jellies, but not dried prunes, or fruit and vegetable 
juices. 

4. Codex Committee on Fats and Oils 
Host Government: United Kingdom 
Sessions: 
1st, London, 25-27 February 1964 
2nd, London, 6-8 April 1965 
3rd, London, 29 March - 1 April 1966 
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4th, London, 24- 28 April 1967 
5th, London, 16-20 September 1968 
6th, Madrid, 17-20 November 1969 
7th, London, 25-29 March 1974 
Responsibility: 
To elaborate world-wide standards for fa ts and oils 
of animal, vegetable and marine origin including 
margar ine and olive oil. 
Codex Committee on Meat 
Host Government: Federal Republic of Germany 
Sessions: 
1st, Kulmbach, 28-30 October 1965 
2nd, Kulmbach, 5-8 July 1966 
3rd, Kulmbach, 15-17 November 1967 
4th, Kulmbach, 18-20 June 1969 
5th, Bonn, 16-20 November 1970 
6th, Kulmbach, 1-5 November 1971 
7th, Kulmbach, 25-29 June 1973 
T e r m s of reference: 
To elaborate world-wide standards and/or descriptive 
texts and/or codes of pract ice a s may seem appropriate 
for the classification, description and grading of car-
cases and cuts of beef, veal, mutton, lamb and pork. 
Codex Committee ùn Meat Hygiene 
Host Government: New Zealand 
Sessions: 
1st, London, 10-15 April 1972 
2nd, London, 18-22 June 1973 
3rd, London, 25-29 November 1974 
T e r m s of reference: 
To elaborate world-wide standards and/or codes of 
pract ice as may seem appropriate for meat hygiene, 
excluding poultry meat . 
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7. Codex Committee on Processed Meat Products 
Host Government: Denmark 
Sessions: 
1st, Kulmbach, 4-5 July 1966 
2nd, Copenhagen, 2-6 October 1967 
3rd, Copenhagen, 24-28 June 1968 
4th, Copenhagen, 9-13 June 1969 
5th, Copenhagen, 23-27 November 1970 
6th, Copenhagen, 17-21 April 1972 
7th, Copenhagen, 3-7 December 1973 

Terms of reference: 
To elaborate world-wide standards for processed 
meat products, including consumer packaged meat, 
but not including poultry products. 

8. Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products 
Host Government: Norway 
Sessions: 
1st, Bergen, 29 August - 2 September 1966 
2nd, Bergen, 9-13 October 1967 
3rd, Bergen, 7-11 October 1968 
4th, Bergen, 29 September - 8 October 1969 
5th, Bergen, 5-10 October 1970 
6th, Bergen, 4-8 October 1971 
7th, Bergen, 2-7 October 1972 
8th, Bergen, 1-6 October 1973 
9th, Bergen, 30 September - 5 October 1974 

Terms of reference: 
To elaborate world-wide standards for fresh, frozen 
(including quick frozen) or otherwise processed fish, 
crustaceans and molluscs. 

9. Codex Committee on Foods for Special Dietary Uses 
Host Government: Federal Republic of Germany 
Sessions: 
1st, Freiburgh in Breisgau, 2-5 May 1966 
2nd, Freiburgh in Breisgau, 6-10 November 1967 
3rd, Cologne, 14-18 October 1968 
4th, Cologne, 3-7 November 1969 
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5th, Bonn, 30 November - 4 December 1970 
6th, Bonn, 6-10 December 1971 
7th, Cologne, 10-14 October 1972 
8th, Bonn-Bad Godesberg, 9-14 September 1974 
Responsibi l i ty: 
To elaborate world-wide s tandards and general 
p r inc ip les for foods for special dietary uses . 
Where it i s not possible fo r the Committee to reach 
agreement on a world-wide standard, the Committee 
has authority to proceed with the elaboration of 
regional s tandards . 

10. Codex Commit tee on Edible Ices 
Host Government: Sweden 
Sess ions: 
1st, Stockholm, 18-22 Februa ry 1974 
T e r m s of r e f e rence : 
To e laborate world-wide s tandards a s appropr ia te 
fo r a l l types of edible ices , including mixes and 
powders used for the i r manufacture . 

11. Codex Commit tee on Soups and Broths 
Host Government: Switzerland 
Sess ions: 
The f i r s t session i s scheduled to be held in 
November 1975 
T e r m s of r e f e r ence : 
To e laborate world-wide s tandards fo r soups, broths, 
bouillons and consommés. 

IE. Regional Codex Commit tee (Europe) 
1. Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Wate rs 

Host Government: Switzerland 
Sess ions: 
1st, Baden/Aarzan, 24-25 February 1966 
2nd, Montreux, 6 -7 July 1967 
3rd, Bad Ragaz, 7-9 May 1968 
4th, Vienna, 12-13 June 1972 
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Responsibility: 
To elaborate regional standards for natural mineral 
waters . 

SUBSIDIARY BODIES UNDER RULE IX. 1(b)(2) 
1. FAQ/WHO Coordinating Committee for Europe 

Membership: 
This Committee i s open to all Member Governments of 
FAO and/or WHO within the geographic a rea of Europe, 
including Israel , Turkey and the U. S. S. R . , and i ts 
Chairman is, ex officio, the Coordinator for Europe. 
Functions: 
The Committee exerc i ses general coordination in the 
preparat ion of standards relating to the region of 
Europe and exerc ises such other functions a s may be 
entrusted to it by the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 
Sessions: 
1st, Berne, 1-2 July 1965 
2nd, Rome, 20 October 1965 
3rd, Vienna, 24-27 May 1966 
4th, Rome, 8 November 1966 
5th, Vienna, 6-8 September 1967 
6th, Vienna, 4-8 November 1968 
7th, Vienna, 7-10 October 1969 
8th, Vienna, 27-29 October 1971 
9th Vienna, 14-16 June 1972 

2. F AO /WHO Coordinating Committee for Afr ica 
Membership: 
Membership of the Committee i s open to al l Member 
Nations and Associate Members of FAO and /or WHO 
which a r e member s of the Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission, within the geographic location of Afr ica . 
Functions: 
The Committee exerc ises general coordination 
in the preparat ion of standards relating to the region 
of Africa and exerc ises such other functions a s may 
be entrusted to it by the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission. 
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Sessions: 
1st, Rome, 24-27 June 1974 

3. FAQ/WHO Coordinating Committee for Latin America 
Membership: 
Membership of the Committee is open to all Member 
Nations and Associate Members of FAO and/or WHO 
which are members of the Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission, within the geographic location of Latin 
America. 

Functions: 
The Committee exercises general coordination in the 
preparation of standards relating to the region of 
Latin America and exercises such other functions as 
may be entrusted to it by the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission. 

Sessions: 
The first session is scheduled to be held in 1976. 

JOINT ECE/CODEX ALIMENTARIUS GROUP OF EXPERTS 
ON STANDARDIZATION OF QUICK FROZEN FOODS 1/ 
Sessions: 
1st, Geneva, 6-10 September 1965 
2nd, Geneva, 5-9 September 1966 
3rd, Rome, 18-22 September 1967 
4th, Geneva, 2-6 September 1968 
5th, Rome, 22-26 September 1969 
6th, Rome, 27-31 July 1970 
7th, Geneva, 6-10 December 1971 
8th, Geneva, 30 April - 4 May 1973 
9th, Rome, 7-11 October 1974 

Terms of reference: 
The Joint ECE/Codex Alimentarius Group of Experts on 
the Standardization of Quick Frozen Foods will be respon-
sible for the development of standards for quick frozen 
foods in accordance with the General Principles of the 
Codex Alimentarius. The Joint Group will be responsible 
for general considerations, definitions, a framework of 
individual standards for quick frozen food products and 
for the actual elaboration of standards for quick frozen 
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food products not specifically allotted by the Commission to 
another Codex Committee, such as Fish and Fishery 
Product's, Meat, Processed Meat Products, and Poultry 
and Poultry Meat Products. Standards drawn up by Codex 
commodity committees for quick frozen foods should be 
in accordance with the general standard laid down by the 
Joint ECE/Codex Alimentarius Group of Experts on the 
Standardization of Quick Frozen Foods and should, at an 
appropriate stage, be referred to it for coordination 
purposes. 

E. JOINT ECE/CODEX ALIMENTARIUS GROUP OF EXPERTS 
ON STANDARDIZATION OF FRUIT JUICES~I7 
Sessions: 
1st, Geneva, 6-10 April 1964 
2nd, Geneva, 29 March - 2 April 1965 
3rd, Geneva, 21-25 February 1966 
4th, Geneva, 10-14 April 1967 
5th, Rome, 25-29 March 1968 
6th, Geneva, 27-31 October 1969 
7th, Rome, 20-24 July 1970 
8th, Geneva, 8-12 March 1971 
9th, Rome, 20-24 March 1972 
10th, Geneva, 16-20 July 1973 
11th, Rome, 14-18 October 1974 

Responsibility: 
To elaborate world-wide standards for fruit juices 

1 / These Committees are not subsidiary bodies under any 
specific rule of the Codex Alimentarius Commission but 
follow the same procedure as Codex Commodity 
Committees for the elaboration of Codex standards. 
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MEMBERS OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 
AS AT 15th JANUARY 1975 

(by region) 

Europe 

Austria 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Cyprus 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Germany, Fed. Rep. of 
Greece 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Israel 

Italy 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 
Yugoslavia 

Latin America 

Argentina 
Barbados 
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Guatemala 

Guyana 
Jamaica 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 

North America 
Canada 
United States of America 

South-West Pacific 
Australia 
Fiji 
New Zealand 
Western Samoa 

M e m b e r s and 
C o n t a c t Po in ts 
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Africa 

Algeria 
Burundi 
Cameroon 
Central African Republic 
Congo, People's Republic of 
Egypt, Arab Republic of 
Ethiopia 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Guinea Bissau 
Ivory Coast 
Kenya 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Republic 

Madagascar 
Malawi 
Mauritius 
Morocco 
Nigeria 
Senegal 
Sudan 
Swaziland 
Tanzania, United Rep. of 
Togo 
Tunisia 
Uganda 
Upper Volta 
Zaire, Republic of 
Zambia 

Asia 

Burma 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Japan 
Jordan 
Khmer Republic 
Korea, Republic of 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Malaysia 
Oman, Sultanate of 

Pakistan 
Philippines 
Qatar 
Saudi Arabia 
Singapore 
Sri Lanka 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Thailand 
United Arab Emirates 
Viet-Nam, Republic of 
Yemen, People's Democratic 

Republic of 
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LIST OF CODEX CONTACT POINTS AND MEMBERS OF 
THE COMMISSION 

MEMBERS Codex Contact Point 

ALGERIA Ministère de l'Agriculture et de la Réforme 
Agraire 

Sous-Direction de la Répression des fraudes 
12 Bld. Colonel Amirouche 
Alger 

ARGENTINA Coordinador del Codex Alimentarius 
Ing. Jorge Piazzi 
Secretaria de Estado de Relaciones 

Económicas y Comerciales Internacionales o 
Avenida Julio A. Roca 651, 5 Piso, Sector 1 
Buenos Aires 

AUSTRALIA Mr. W.C.K. Hammer 
Assistant Secretary 
Department of Agriculture 
Barton, Canberra A. C.T. 

AUSTRIA Austrian National F AO Committee 
Bundesministerium ftir Land und 

Forstwirtschaft 
Stubenring 1 
A-1010 Wien 

BARBADOS Chief Agricultural Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Science and 

Technology 
Crumpton Street 
St. Michael 

BELGIUM Comité belge du Codex Alimentarius 
Services des Organisations multilatérales 

(B/OM) 
Ministère des affaires étrangères et 

commerce extérieur 
2, rue Quatre-Bras 
Bruxelles I 

BOLIVIA Director, Division Nutrición 
Ministerio de Previsión Social y 

Salud Pública 
La Paz 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 
BRAZIL Divisâo de Conferencias, Organismos 

e Assuntos Gérais 
Secretaria Geral Adjunta para 

Organismos Internacionais 
Ministerio das Relaçoes Exteriores 
Palácio Itamaraty 
Brasilia D. F. 

BULGARIA Monsieur le Ministre-adjoint 
Chef de la Section de la Commission 

du Codex Alimentarius 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de 

l'Industrie alimentaire 
Bvd. Potev, 55 
Sofia 

BURUNDI Direction générale du Ministère de 
l'Agriculture du Burundi 

B.P. 1850 
Bujumbura 

CAMEROON M. le Ministre du Commerce et de 
l'Industrie 

B.P. 1004 
Yaoundé 

CANADA Mr. F. Shefrin 
Chairman 
Interdepartmental FAO Committee 
Department of Agriculture 
Ottawa 4, Ontario 

CENTRAL Monsieur le Ministre 
AFRICAN Rep. Ministère des Eaux, Forêts, Chasses 

et Pêches 
Bangui 

CHILE Ministerio de Salud Pública 
Monjitas 689, 5o Piso 
Santiago 

COLOMBIA Dr. G. Benftez B. 
División de Saneamiento Ambiental 
Ministerio de Salud Pública 
Palacio de los Ministerios, Piso 6 
Bogotá D. E. 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 
CONGO, Peop le ' s M. le Direc teur du Commerce 
Republic of ex tér ieur 

B . P . 2098 
Brazzavi l le 

COSTA RICA Dr. Naty Vega de Berkovics 
Jefe , Labora tor io Qufmico 
Minis ter io de Salud Pública 
San J o s é 
Dr. A Paradoa 
Jefe , Departamento de Higiene de los 

Alimentos 
Instituto Nacional de Higiene, 

Epidemiología y Microbiología 
Infanta y Crucero 
La Habana 
Government Analyst 
Government Laboratory 
Kimonos Street 44 
Acropolis , Nicosia 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Czechoslovak National Committee 

for Codex Al imentar ius 
Czechoslovak FAO Committee 
Tesnov 65 
P r a h a 1 

DENMARK Mr. J . Madelung 
Head of Division 1. 5 
Ministry of Agricul ture 
Slotsholmsgade 10 
DK 1216 Copenhagen K 

DOMINICAN Rep. Secre ta r ía de Estado de Salud Pública 
y Asis tencia Social 

(Sección de Control de Alimentos) 
Santo Domingo 

ECUADOR Junta Nacional de Planif icación y 
Coordinación 

Avda. 10 de agosto No. 608 
Quito 

CUBA 

CYPRUS 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 

EGYPT, Arab 
Republic of 

Director- General 
Egyptian Organization for 

Standardization (EOS) 
2 Latin America Street 
Garden City 
Cairo 

ETHIOPIA Ethiopian Standard Institution 
P.O. Box 2310 
Addis Ababa 

FIJI Secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forests 

Government Buildings 
Suva 

FINLAND Mr. V. Aalto 
Chief Inspector of Foods 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Aleksanterinkatu 10 
Helsinki 17 

FRANCE Secrétariat 
Comité français du Codex Alimentarius 
42 bis, rue de Bourgogne 
75015 Paris 

GABON M. L. Lapeby 
Comité national du Codex Alimentarius 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage 

et du Développement rural 
B. P.551 
Libreville 

GAMBIA Director of Agriculture 
Department of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture and 

Natural Resources 
Cape St. Mary (Bathurst) 

GERMANY Frau Helga Elstner 
Fed. Rep. of Abteilungsleiterin 

Bundesministerium für Jugend, Familie 
und Gesundheit 

Deutschherrenstrasse 87 
D53 Bonn-Bad Godesberg 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 

GHANA The Director 
National Standards Board 
P.O. Box M. 245 
Accra 

GREECE Direction de la Santé publique 
Ministère de la Prévoyance sociale 
Athinai 

GUATEMALA Sr. Presidente 
Comité Nacional de la FAO 
Ministerio de Agricultura 
Cuidad de Guatemala 

GUINEE-BISSAU 

GUYANA 

HUNGARY 

ICELAND 

INDIA 

Sous- Commissariat d'Etat à 
l'Agriculture et à l'Elevage de la 
République de Guinée-Bissau 

s / c Boite Postale 298 
Conakry 

Dr. Rex B. Woo-Ming 
Government Analyst 
Government Analyst Department 
110 Laluni Street 
Queenstown, Georgetown 

Mr. L. Fischer 
Principal Officer 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
P.O. Box 8 
Budapest 1355 

Dr. S. Pétursson 
Chief of Division 
Icelandic Fisheries Laboratories 
Department of Bacteriology 
Reykjavik 

Mr. D.S. Chadha 
Secretary, Central Committee for 

Food Standards and Liaison Officer 
National Codex Committee 
Directorate General Health Services 
Nirman Bhavan 
New Delhi 11 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 

INDONESIA Dr. J. Hutabarat 
Chief, Bureau of Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Jalan Jmam Bonjol 29 
Jakarta 

Mr. M. Soroudi 
Institute of Standards and Industrial 

Research of Iran 
P.O. Box 2937 
Tehran 

Secretary- General 
Iraqi Organization for Standards 
Planning Board 
P.O. Box 11185 
Baghdad 

IRELAND Secretary 
Irish National FAO Committee 
Department of Agriculture and 

Fisheries 
Upper Merrion Street 
Dublin 2 

ISRAEL Mr. E. Rosenstein 
Secretary 
Israel Codex Alimentarius 

Committee 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
P.O. Box 299 
Jerusalem 

ITALY Presidente del Comitato Nazionale 
Italiano per il Codex Alimentarius 

Dott. A. Bagnulo 
Presso Direzione Generale de 

dell'Alimentazione 
Via Sallustiana 10 
00187 Rome 

IVORY COAST M. I. Toure 
Secrétaire général 
Comité national pour l'alimentation 
B.P. 21175 
Abidjan 

IRAN 

IRAQ 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 
JAMAICA 

JAPAN 

JORDAN 

KENYA 

KHMER REPUBLIC 

KOREA 

KUWAIT 

LEBANON 

LIBERIA 

Administrative Secretary 
Bureau of Standards 
6 Winchester Road 
Kingston 10 
Mr. Fukushi Okabe 
Head, Resources Division 
Planning Bureau 
The Science and Technology Agency 
2-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 
Sa'ad Hijazi M. D. 
División of Nutrition 
Ministry of Health 
Amman 
The Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture and 

Animal Husbandry 
P.O. Box 30028 
Nairobi 
Direction générale de la Santé 

(Relations extérieures) 
Ministère de la Santé 
B.P. 6 
Phnom Pénh 
International Affairs Officer 
Office of Planning and Coordination 
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs 
1 Ka-Taipyong-Ro, Choong ku 
Seoul 
The Under-Secretary 
Ministry of Public Health 
P.O. Box 5 
Kuwait 
Institut libanais des Normes et 

Spécifications (LIBNOR) 
B.P. 2806 
Beyrouth 
Mr. B.D. Lartey 
Director of Standards 
Ministry of Commerce, Industry 

and Transportation 
Monrovia 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 

LIBYA Mr. Ali Fathi Shahawy 
Chief, Nutrition and Food Control 

Section 
Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 1583 
Tripoli 

LUXEMBOURG M. François Arendt 
Ingénieur-chef de service 
Institut d'Hygiène et de Santé publique 
1A rue Auguste Lumière 
Luxembourg 

MADAGASCAR Ministère des Affaires étrangères 
de la République malgache 

Tananarive 

MALAWI The Director 
Malawi Bureau of Standards 
P.O. Box 946 
Blantyre 

MALAYSIA Dr. Leong Kwok Onn 
Director 
Standards Institution of Malaysia 
P.O. Box 544 
Kuala Lumpur 

MALTA Mr. V. Gatt 
Standards Laboratory 
Industrial Estate 
Marsa 

MAURITIUS Chief Agricultural Officer 
Agricultural Services 
Ministry of Agriculture and 

Natural Resources 
Port Louis 

MEXICO Dirección General de Normas 
Secretarla de Industria y Comercio 
80 Avda. Cuauhtemoc, Piso 1 
México 7, D. F. 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 

MOROCCO Service central de la Répression 
des Fraudes et du Contrôle de la 
Qualité 

Ministère de l'Agriculture 
17, rue de Sete 
Rabat 

NETHERLANDS The Liaison Officer for FAO Affairs 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
I e van de Boschstraat 4 
's Gravenhage 

NEW ZEALAND Director-General 
Ministry of Agriculture and 

Fisheries 
Box 2298 
Wellington C. 1 

Division de Nutrición 
Ministerio de Salud Pública 
Managua 

The Secretary 
Nigerian National Codex Committee 
c / o Nigerian Standards Organization 
Federal Ministry of Industries 
P.M.B. 12614 
11 Kofo Abayomi Street 
Victoria Island, Lagos 

Mr. John Race 
Norwegian Codex Alimentarius 

Committee 
Box 8139 
Oslo Dep. 

The Director of Public Health 
Ministry of Health 
Muskat 

Brigadier C.K. Hasan 
Director-General of Health 
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
Government of Pakistan 
Secretariat Block C 
Islamabad 

NICARAGUA 

NIGERIA 

NORWAY 

OMAN, 
Sultanate of 

PAKISTAN 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 

PARAGUAY 

4 

PERU 

Dr. José Martino 
Director, Instituto Nacional de 

Tecnología y Normalización 
CC 967 
Asunción 

Dirección de Normalización 
ITINTEC 
Av. Abancay No 1176 - 2 o Piso 
Apartado No 145 
Lima 

PHILIPPINES Office of UN Affairs and International 
Conferences 

Department of Foreign Affairs 
Padre Faura 
Manila 

POLAND Quality Inspection Office 
Ministry of Foreign Trade 
Stepinska 9 
PL 00-957 Warsaw 36 

PORTUGAL Commissao Nacional da FAO 
Ministério dos Negocios Estrangeiros 
Palacio des Necessidades 
Lisboa 

QATAR The Minister of Public Health 
Ministry of Public Health 
P.O. Box 42, 
Doha 

ROMANIA Institutul Roman de Standardizare 
Str. Edgar Quinet 6 
Casuta Postala 10 
Bucaresti 1 

SAUDI ARABIA Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Jeddah 

SENEGAL Bureau d'Alimentation et de Nutrition 
appliquée 

Ministère de la Santé et des Affaires 
sociales 

Dakar 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 

SINGAPORE Singapore Institute of Standards 
and Industrial Research 

Prince Edward Road 
P.O. Box 2611 
Singapore 

SPAIN Sr. D. Antonio Borregón Martinez 
Secretario de la Subcomisión de 

Expertos para la Redacción del 
Código Alimentario Español 

Avda. Generalísimo 53, 2 o Piso 
Madrid 16 

SRI LANKA The Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 
315, Vauxhall Street 
Colombo 2 

SUDAN The Secretary, National Codex 
Committee 

Chemical Laboratories 
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
P.O. Box 303 
Khartoum 

SWAZILAND The Permanent Secretary 
Att: Chief Medical Officer 
Ministry of Health 
Mbabane 

SWEDEN National Swedish Food Board 
Codex Alimentarius Contact Point 
Fack 
S-104 01 Stockholm 60 

SWITZERLAND M. E. Matthey 
Président, Comité national suisse 

du Codex Alimentarius 
Haslerstrasse 16 
CH- 3001 Berne 

SYRIAN ARAB Dr. Abdul Majid Farra 
Republic Ministry of Supply 

Parliament Street 
Damascus 
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TANZANIA, United 
Republic of 

The Chief Veterinary Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 9152 
Dar- es- Salaam 

THAILAND 

TOGO 

The Secretary 
National Codex Alimentarius Committee 
Department of Science 
Ministry of Industry 
Rama VI Street 
Bangkok 4 

M. le Chargé de liaison du Codex 
Alimentarius 

Division de la Nutrition et de la 
Technologie alimentaire 

B.P. 1242 
Lomé 

TRINIDAD AND 
TOBAGO 

TUNISIA 

Dr. M. G. Lines 
Chemist Division 
Ministry of Health 
115 Frederick Street 
Port-of-Spain 

Dr. Zouhair Kallal 
Directeur, Institut national de 

Nutrition et de Technologie 
alimentaire 

120 av. de la Liberté 
Tunis 

TURKEY 

UGANDA 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Di§i§leri Bakanligi 
Ikinci Iktisat Dairesi Genel 
MUdUrlUgU-Ankara 

Principal Medical Officer 
Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 8 
Entebbe 

UNITED ARAB Mr. M. Khamis Al Rumaithi 
EMIRATES Under-Secretary 

Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 848 
Abu Dhabi 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) 

UNITED KINGDOM 

UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA 

UPPER VOLTA 

URUGUAY 

VENEZUELA 

VIET-NAM, 
Republic of 

WESTERN SAMOA 

YEMEN, People's 
Dem. Rep. of 

Codex Contact Point 

Mr. N.K.S. Baker 
Principal, Food Standards Branch 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 

and Food 
Great Westminster House 
Horseferry Road 
London SW1P 2AE 

Dr. Ralph W. Phillips 
Director, International Organizations 

Affairs 
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
US Department of Agriculture 
Washington D. C. 20250 

Ministère de l'Agriculture 
Direction du Développement rural 
B.P. 7028 
Ouagadougou 

Ing. Ind. Enrique D. Bfa 
Presidente 
Laboratorio de Análisis y Ensayos 
Ministerio de Industria y Comercio 
Galicia 1133 
Montevideo 

Jefe, Sección de Registro de Alimentos 
Ministerio de Sanidad y Asistencia 

Social 
Centro Simón Bolívar, Edif. Sur 4 
Caracas 

Institut national de Normalisation 
B.P. 2961 
Saigon 

Chief, Public Health Division 
P.O. Box 192 
Apia 

The Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian 

Reform 
Khormaksar, Aden 
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MEMBERS (cont'd) Codex Contact Point 

YUGOSLAVIA Savezni Trzisni Inspektorat 
1 Bulevar 104 
Novi Beograd 

ZAIRE, 
Republic of 

Département de l'Agriculture et du 
Développement rural (4ème Direction 
d'études et politique agricoles) 

B. P. 8722, Kalina 
Kinshasa 

ZAMBIA Secretary 
Food and Drugs Board 
Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 205 
Lusaka 

NON-MEMBERS 

SOUTH AFRICA Mr. S.P. Malherbe 
South African Bureau of Standards 
P.B. 191 
Pretoria 

U.S.S.R. The Chief 
External Relations Board 
Ministry of Health of the U. S. S.R. 
T. Rakhmanovsky Pereulok 3 
Moscow 



Addendum 
28 February 1975 

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 
PROCEDURAL MANUAL 

Since 15 January 1975, the following two countries have 
become Members of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 
bringing the total membership of the Commission up to 111 
countries: 

El Salvador 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

The Codex Contact Point for El Salvador is: 

Dirección General 
Centro Nacional de Tecnología Agropecuaria 
Santa Tecla 
El Salvador, C. A. 

The Codex Contact Point for the U. S. S.R. is given 
on page 102. 






