


















July 2023      C 2023/PV 
9 

 
 

T  

CONFERENCE CONFERENCE 
CONFERENCIA 

Forty-third Session  
Quarante-troisième session 

43.º período de sesiones  

Rome, 1-7 July 2023 
Rome, 1-7 juillet 2023 

Rome, 1-7 de julio de 2023 

FIRST PLENARY MEETING 
PREMIÈRE SÉANCE PLÉNIÈRE 
PRIMERA SESIÓN PLENARIA 

1 July 2023 
 

 
The First Meeting was opened at 09:36 hours 

Ms Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
Chairperson of the Conference, presiding 

 
La première séance est ouverte à 09 h 36 
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tous les efforts pour agir de la façon la plus juste possible, la plus neutre possible, et je veux aussi vous 
prévenir que je serais une Présidente qui sera dure sur la gestion du temps.  

Alors, je vous préviens tout de suite, révisez vos discours s'il le faut, ne perdez pas des minutes dans 
de trop longs remerciements, parce que je serais très stricte sur la gestion du temps. Je vous remercie 
énormément. On a beaucoup de travail à faire pour contribuer à l'atteinte des objectifs de 
développement durable.  

Bien évidemment, mettez fin à la faim, aussi tout ce qui touche la consommation et la production 
responsable, tout ce qui touche l'eau, la lutte contre les changements climatiques, le travail descend 
aussi pour nos agriculteurs encore une fois et agricultrices et un thème qui est particulièrement cher à 
mes yeux, l'égalité entre les hommes et les femmes, l'inclusion, la jeunesse. Je crois que c'est bien 
portant d'inclure toute une communauté, si on veut que cette communauté puisse réussir.  

Je vous remercie, et sur ce, je vais passer aux prochaines formalités. 

Continues in English 

Now let me turn to the remainder of the Item 1 on the Agenda, Election of the Chairperson and Vice-
Chairpersons. In accordance with Rule VIII of the General Rules of the Organization, the Conference, 
having considered the recommendation of the FAO Council, shall elect three Vice-Chairpersons of the 
Conference.  

The 172nd Session of the FAO Council, held in April this year, proposed three candidates for the three 
positions of Vice-Chairperson of this Conference Session. As a result, the following nominees are now 
presented to the Conference for approval. Mr Morten von Hanno Aasland of Norway; Mr Khalid 
Mehboob of Pakistan, Mr Abdullah bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Subaie of Qatar. Can I take it that the 
Conference approves these nominations for Vice-Chairpersons of the Conference?  

Applause 
Applaudissements 
Aplausos 

It is so decided. I congratulate the Vice-Chairpersons and look forward to working with them over the 
following days.  

Item 2.  Appointment of the General Committee and Credentials Committee 
Point 2.  Constitution du Bureau et de la Commission de vérification des pouvoirs 
Tema 2.  Nombramiento del Comité General y del Comité de Credenciales 
 

CHAIRPERSON 

We now proceed to Item 2 of the provisional Agenda, Appointment of the General Committee and 
Credentials Committee. I will now read the nominations for the seven Members proposed for election 
to the General Committee, as submitted by the 172nd Session of the FAO Council held in April this 
year. At the outset, however, I would like to inform the Conference that Algeria has withdrawn its 
candidacy from the General Committee and it is now proposed that Ethiopia represents the Africa 
region on the Committee.  

As a result, the nominations are as follows: Australia, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, United States of 
America, and Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Are there any objections or comments?  

Applause 
Applaudissements 
Aplausos 

Mr Rodney HUNTER (United States of America) 

The United States of America disassociates from the election of Venezuela to the General Committee 
and we would like this disassociation reflected in a footnote of the Conference Report.  

CHAIRPERSON 
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between addressing climate change and economic growth. It is one versus the other and you have to 
decide on the right trade-off.  

That was 40 years ago and it was a mistaken framing. It was a mistaken framing because we now 
know that it is entirely possible to achieve sustainability with economic growth, with appropriate 
technologies, market development and finance. And, in fact, we have before us the opportunity now to 
have higher quality growth. Not just for the sake of the global commons but for the sake of each of our 
own countries. Higher quality growth, less pollutive, much better for the health, much better for 
sustaining the welfare of future generations.  

It is not a trade-off between development and global public goods or the global commons. It is not a 
trade-off between having food security in a particular location and solving problems somewhere else 
in the world. The strategies come together. We know this now as economists because we know that, in 
fact, markets have been imperfect and underdeveloped and we can, in fact, create fuller markets so as 
to be able to achieve both sustainability as well as national development. We also know, very 
importantly, that policies, even today, are working in the wrong direction.  

Policies on pricing and on subsidies are today encouraging inefficient use of water, quite apart from 
encouraging, still today, carbon emissions in large parts of the world. And we do know now a lot more 
about the economies of scale that are involved in green technologies. We know it already from what 
you see in solar energy. We know that there are significant economies of scale once we get going on 
green technologies and other new sustainable platforms.  

And if you exploit these economies of scale, if we create fuller markets through public/private 
collaboration, if we scale up the use of technologies that exist, we can actually avoid this trade-off 
between food security, environmental security and economic growth. And that is our fundamental 
opportunity because it is going to require more investment.  

When you think of it this way, as a growth opportunity and if you think of it as a global issue and not a 
local issue, it is not to be sold through a call for more aid. This is not about aid budgets, this is about 
investment budgets. This is a case for investment, investment in future growth that will earn returns, 
both commercially as well as social returns for society as a whole. It is an investment.  

The scale of this investment required or this combined challenge of food security and ecological 
security, it is a significant scale of investment required, something like three percentage points of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) extra in investment each year for the next 30 years. If we succeed in 
mobilizing the resources for that purpose and organizing ourselves for that purpose, it will lead to a 
very significant increase in growth globally, roughly 20 to 25 percent increase in growth with an even 
further increase in the developing world. So, this is growth opportunity and a national development 
opportunity that is to be seized.  

Solutions next. I start with policy reform because our policies are still by and large in the wrong place 
internationally. In particular when it comes to water, we today have in most parts of the world pricing 
strategies and subsidy strategies that encourage the inefficient use of water. The supply of fresh water 
globally is finite. It is fixed. The demand has been unmanaged or mismanaged. It is either neglected or 
it is mismanaged in the sense that the incentives of prices and subsidies encourage people to use more 
water.  

So, we have a fundamental problem. The supply is fixed but the demand is uncontrolled and water is 
going to become more and more scarce everywhere in the world, including in the most advanced 
countries. Europe already has a severe crisis of ground water. All of us have to address this 
fundamentally. Politicians and many people commenting on these issues tend to think of pricing water 
as something offensive, as something that is unfair to the poor, as something that is not good for 
equality.  

In fact, exactly the reverse is the case. The more efficient use of water will be good for the poor. 
Pricing water so as to be able to get revenue from large corporations, the rich and the middle income 
group, will provide us the revenues to expand water systems so that everyone has access to clean 
water. It also provides us the revenues to subsidize the poor and currently we are doing neither. 
Currently we have systems which either do not price water or price it vastly below its true cost, 
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Applause 
Applaudissements 
Aplausos 

CHAIRPERSON 

This concludes Item 31.1 and I wish, once again, to thank the Honourable Mr Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam for addressing the Conference. 

Before drawing a close to this Plenary meeting I wish to invite the seven Members of the General 
Committee elected earlier this morning and the three Vice-Chairpersons to make their way to the King 
Faisal Room for the first meeting of the General Committee. It will start at 11:30 hours. 

Furthermore, I wish to remind the nine Members of the Credentials Committee, that the Committee 
will also meet at 11:30 hours in the Lebanon Room. 

Excellences, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, this brings us to the end of our work this 
morning. The second plenary meeting of the Conference will reconvene in this Plenary Hall at 14:30 
hours this afternoon. 

With this, I declare our first plenary meeting closed. 

The meeting rose at 11:11 hours 
La séance est levée à 11 h 11 
Se levanta la sesión a las 11.11 
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La deuxième séance est ouverte à 14 h 42 

sous la présidence de Mme. Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
Président de la Conférence 
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First Report of the Credentials Committee 
Premier rapport de la Commission de vérification des pouvoirs 
Primer informe del Comité de Credenciales 
(C 2023/INF/2) 

PRESIDENT 

Mesdames et Messieurs, je déclare ouverte la deuxième séance plénière de la 43ème Session de la 
Conférence de la FAO. Je vais maintenant faire une brève déclaration concernant la participation de 
l'Union Européenne.  

L'Union Européenne participe à cette réunion en vertu des dispositions des paragraphes huit et neuf de 
l'article deux de l'acte constitutif de la FAO. Je souhaite attirer l'attention des membres sur la 
déclaration faite par l'Union Européenne et ses états membres qui figure dans le document 
C 2023/INF/2.  

Avant d'examiner le prochain point de l'ordre du jour, je souhaite donner la parole à Monsieur Joachim 
Bleicker, Président de la Commission de Vérification des Pouvoirs, qui va présenter le rapport à la 
Conférence.  

Mr Joachim BLEICKER (Chairperson of the Credentials Committee) 

The Credentials Committee held four meetings to examine the Credentials received on 23, 27, 30 June 
and 1 July 2023. This Report is contained in document C 2023/LIM/12.  

The Report provides information on the rules and practices of the work of the Committee and on the 
fact that on this matter FAO follows Rule III of the General Rules of the Organization as well as the 
practice and criteria followed by the Organization with respect to the acceptance of credentials, in 
accordance with the prevailing practice in the United Nations system, in line with the United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution 3965.  

Up today 188 Member Nations, one Member Organization, the European Union and one Associate 
Member have submitted credentials or information on their composition of their delegations. Six 
Member Nations and one Associate Member have not provided any information on their participation 
or representation in the Conference Session.  

The Committee recommends to the Conference that the credentials of the delegations listed in the 
Annex as contained in document C 2023/LIM/12 be accepted and if those delegations be authorized to 
participate fully in the Conference.  

I would invite the Conference to approve the Report of the Credentials Committee as document 
C 2023/LIM/12.  

CHAIRPERSON 

Does anyone have any comments to provide following the Report?  

Mr Rodney HUNTER (United States of America)  

The United States wishes to disassociate from credentialing of the Maduro regime and would like this 
disassociation reflected in a footnote to the Conference Report.  

CHAIRPERSON  

Would the Representative of the United States be clear about the country that he is referring to? 

Mr Rodney HUNTER (United States of America)  

The Maduro regime purports to represent the country of Venezuela.  

Sra. Haifa Aissami MADAH (Venezuela, República Bolivariana de) 

Mi Delegación lamenta que desde el inicio de esta Conferencia en la mañana de hoy y ahora, 
nuevamente, en la Sesión de la tarde la Delegación de Estados Unidos rompa con la buena armonía 
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Nous passons maintenant au point cinq, Demande d'admission à la qualité de membres de 
l'organisation. Le Secrétariat nous informe qu'aucune demande d'admission à l'organisation n'a été 
reçue.  

 
Item 6. Appointment of the Director-General 
Point 6. Nomination du Directeur général 
Tema 6.  Nombramiento del Director General 
 
PRESIDENT 

Nous pouvons donc passer au point suivant. Pour le point 8, Nomination du Directeur Général, 
communication du candidat au poste de Directeur Général. Les documents dont la Conférence est 
saisie portent la cote C 2023/7, C 2023/7 Add. 1, C 2023/7 Add. 2, et C 2023/INF/10. Conformément à 
l'article 37 paragraphe 1, alinéa C, du règlement général de l'organisation, et aux dispositions adoptées 
par le Conseil à sa 171ème Session en décembre, qui ont été récemment confirmées par la Conférence 
lors de l'adoption du premier rapport du Bureau, le candidat disposera de 15 minutes pour s'adresser à 
la Conférence, et il n'y aura pas de séance de questions et réponses, ni d'interventions des participants 
après son allocution.  

J'invite donc Docteur Qu Dongyu, actuel Directeur Général de la FAO à s'adresser à la Conférence en 
tant que candidat au poste de Directeur Général.  

DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

Dear Madame Chair, dear colleagues,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is my great honour to stand before you now and present to you in this Ministerial Conference my 
next manifesto because my manifesto is very long and I could not finish here within 15 minutes, but I 
will just go through it and then deliver it on the web afterwards.  

From vision to action building a modern FAO and during the past four years a One FAO with new 
Strategic Framework, for the next ten years seek to support the 2030 Agenda through the 
transformation to more efficient, inclusive, resilient, sustainable agri-food systems for better 
production, better nutrition, better environment, a better life, leaving no one behind, endorsed by the 
last FAO Ministerial Conference.  

My sincere appreciation to all the FAO members, to all FAO employees and all partners. We tackled 
the challenges together during the past four years. 

Now the new vision, new structure and new initiative have helped us speed up, scale up to build a new 
FAO. You see, we have endorsed the three thematic strategies, on private sector engagement, science 
and innovation, climate change and mainstreaming biodiversity across agri-food sectors.  

A number of initiatives have been launched, so now we need the outcome with the action plan and 
more deliverable and tangible results. We have walked the talk in communication and outreached to 
make FAO historically visible forever, and much highest in the history. I introduce the Oversight 
Advisory Committee (OAC) to help us to look in a holistic way and adopt a zero tolerance policy for 
all misconducts.  

A new Office of Ombuds, an Ethics Office established, and also we strengthened the capacity of 
Office of Inspector General (OIG) and let them work capably and independently. Now a flat, modular 
and flexible structure for the Organization established, especially a Core Leadership, three Deputy 
Directors-General (DDGs), two Chiefs plus the Director of Cabinet. It is a new and innovative way 
within the UN system and we established three new offices, one for Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), one for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDC) and 
one Office of Innovation (OIN). That is the first in history and first in the UN system.  
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Of course, I got spiritual support, not only from the resources of the Donors, but also from the Holy 
Father and other senior staff and also the UN system and all the key partners. You can see that for all 
the important Members and the important platforms, I tried my best to participate and, of course, we 
have built very close relations with the host country, at Headquarters here, and with all those who host 
us in the country offices.  

Of course, looking ahead, we still have a big job needed to be done more and better, and the figures by 
2030 probably have 670 million people would be still in hunger. That is not acceptable. Of course, the 
challenge is mainly focused on sustainability, climate change and also water, food loss and waste, 
others, but from the crop to the biodiversity.  

We have key transformation drivers, Digitalization, Urbanization, Industrialization and Carbon 
Neutralization. That is above all of the agri-food systems transformation and rural development.  

Urbanization: In 2019, it is only 56 percent and in 2050, it will be 70 percent. That means 2.4 billion 
to 2.8 billion will move from the countryside to the city. That is a big scenario. We need more food, 
better food, more diverse food and quality control. That is the future. A big challenge, especially from 
South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.  

Industrialization: you speed up in the new emerging economies and that will change the food 
availability and food accessibility.  

Digitalization: So, speed up quickly and now LDCs and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) 
are still left behind.  

Carbon Neutralization: we have many bubbles, especially red bubbles. That is most closely linked 
with agri-food systems and we need to look at this holistically.  

Agrifood Systems had been transforming for decades. Now it is time to speed up and scale up together 
with all the holistic ways in different sectors.  

Projections for the future based on the population increase, that we have produced more plant products 
with less.  

Different regions have different perspectives. You can read it afterwards. I will put it online.  

We have several recommendations for you to consider because you are Ministers, so to look at the 
global scenarios. 

Of course, the fisheries and aquaculture. That is why I changed the name of the division. Not only 
fisheries but also aquaculture. You can see that by 2050 we will share about 60 percent of the fish 
consumption. That is our future. That is why I strongly encourage you to learn from the leading 
region, Asia Pacific, which shares about 95 percent of aquaculture production. The rest of the regions 
still have a big potential.  

We need sustainable growth and effective management.  

For animal proteins, also we need it more, at least a 20 percent increase, mainly coming from Asia, 
America and Africa. 

I have several recommendations and solutions for producing more with less. Less impact on 
environment, less input. That is the way of producing Carbon Neutrality.  

The five action plans I have discussed with my colleagues already. The next few years we will speed 
up the action on the ground, in not only the Headquarter or regional offices.  

I welcome you to the first ever FAO-hosted Global Conference on Sustainable Livestock 
Transformation. Yesterday I had a very good discussion with the European Agriculture Commissioner. 
He recommended it as the first area to strengthen collaboration. So, make use of this.  

Also, this time the Ministerial Conference will focus on water, water resource management, for the 
Four Betters. You can see this morning we invited the most comprehensive politician from Singapore 
to come with experience, to share it and jump out of the box for his delivering the traditional 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Thank you Madame Chair.  

Vote 
Vote 
Votación 

CHAIRPERSON 

Voting has now been completed. The tellers and the scrutineer appointed by the candidate will leave 
the Plenary Hall to the counting room, where the tellers will count the vote, with the support of the 
Elections Officer, a representative of the Legal Counsel, and Secretariat support staff. 

We will now suspend this meeting temporarily while the vote is being counted. 

The meeting was suspended from 12:03 to 12:51 hours 
La séance est suspendue de 12 h 03 á 12 h 51 
Se suspende la sesión de las 12.03 a las 12.51 

CHAIRPERSON 

We will now continue with Item 6, Appointment of the Director-General. 

I will now read the result of the ballot: 

The number of ballot papers deposited: 182 

Abstentions: 13 

Defective ballots: 0 

Votes for: 168 

Votes against: 1 

The total number of votes cast: 169 

We needed 85 for the majority and there is 168 votes for. So, Dr QU Dongyu is elected.  

Applause 
Applaudissements 
Aplausos 
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Aplausos  

CHAIRPERSON 

Thank you and congratulations again Dr QU Dongyu. I will now, as tradition tells us, invite the 
Minister from China to say a word. 

His Excellency Renjian TANG (China) (Original language Chinese) 

Just now, the Conference elected Dr QU Dongyu to become the new Director-General of FAO. On 
behalf of the Chinese Government, I would like to extend my warmest congratulations to Dr QU. 

Applause 
Applaudissements 
Aplausos  

Dr QU Dongyu has been successfully re-elected. This is a recognition to his dedication and hard work 
during his past term. It is also hope for his better work in his second term. I believe, in the next four 
years, with the support of all the Members of FAO, Dr QU will surely be able to lead FAO into an 
open, innovative, inclusive and sustainable future at an even higher level of development.  

China as ever, will support the work of FAO, and work with all the Members of FAO to uphold our 
responsibility as developing nations in development, and we will also safeguard multilateralism, and 
safeguard world food security and eliminate hunger and achieve zero hunger to make our positive 
contribution to the 2030 Development Agenda.  

CHAIRPERSON 

So I see the list of countries who would like to share their thoughts and congratulate the Director-
General. The list is getting long and people are getting hungry, so I will invite all of you to maybe do 
it in less than three minutes please.  

His Excellency Francesco LOLLOBRIGIDA (Italy) (Original language Italian) 

I would like to greet the delegates and the Minister in attendance and on behalf of the Italian 
Government congratulate warmly Dr QU Dongyu upon his re-election as Director-General of FAO, 
that Italy has the honour to host. 

Food security is a common goal that requires a collective commitment. FAO and the other Rome-
based Agencies (RBAs) have therefore a key role in putting an end to the deterioration of global food 
security which remains a fundamental priority also for our government.  

In order to be up to the task we firmly believe that FAO has to be increasingly transparent, efficient 
and capable of gaining the complete trust of governments and institutions; I am certain that during 
your next mandate as Director-General you will work in this direction and I wish to assure you from 
now that Italy will always be by your side in the fight against hunger and for the transformation of 
food systems, which is going to be the main theme of the summit meeting that FAO will host between 
24-26 July.  

Please allow me to address the Director-General directly: Director-General we met a few weeks after 
my designation as the Minister of Agriculture and since then I have always appreciated your special 
relationship with the City of Rome and Italy. It is one that you wanted to reiterate in the presentation 
of the candidacy that you offered yesterday, and I therefore wish to thank you for the sincere 
appreciation for our country and I wish you all the best for a fruitful second term of office.  

Her Excellency Angela Thoko DIDIZA (South Africa) 

I extend our sincere and heartfelt congratulations on your re-election Director-General QU Dongyu, as 
a Member of the developing world you have a unique understanding of challenges confronting us on 
advancing food security and nutrition. The reform you undertook at FAO and its strategic reorientation 
based on the Four Betters have advanced our common goal of eradicating poverty and inequality.  
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With those important tools we look forward to working with you and your team for as you said, an 
accountable FAO, an inclusive organization focused on its mandate and on the regional priority as 
Members we have endorsed. 

We will wish you all the best and assure you full support in your second term for reaching the Agenda 
2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), for ensuring a sustainable future and food 
security for all of us. 

Su Excelencia Luis PLANAS PUCHADES (España) 

Quisiera, en nombre de la Unión Europea y de sus 27 Estados Miembros, cuya presidencia rotatoria 
ocupa España, felicitar al Doctor QU Dongyu por su reelección como Director-General de la FAO.  

Quiero aprovechar la ocasión para subrayar el compromiso de la Unión Europea y sus Estados 
Miembros con la FAO para afrontar el reto que supone alcanzar los Objetivos del Desarrollo 
Sostenible y, de modo especial, el objetivo número dos que persigue poner fin al hambre en el mundo. 
Al mismo tiempo estamos preparados para trabajar juntos en el logro de objetivos comunes, tal y 
como se recoge en las conclusiones sobre las prioridades de la Unión Europea para una FAO más 
eficaz y más eficiente que asegure el futuro sostenible y de seguridad alimentaria para todos. 

Queremos desearle, Doctor QU, lo mejor para los próximos cuatro años en los que su éxito al frente de 
la Organización será el éxito de todos los Miembros que formamos parte de ella.  

Her Excellency Maria Do Céu ANTUNES (Portugal) 

Dr QU Dongyu, Portugal wishes to congratulate you and your country for this election for the second 
term as FAO Director-General. The support you got from this General Assembly is a testimony of 
trust from the international community. After the first term for very particular circumstances, you have 
shown leadership for facing tremendous challenges. We also compliment you for that.  

We are confident that under your leadership and together with all the staff, FAO will continue to 
deliver the public goods we all need in food system transformation towards global sustainability, 
biodiversity and solid water sustainable management. 

Count on us, Director-General, for working cooperatively, facing together trustfully and positively the 
challenge we all have in front of us in the next four years and beyond. 

Ms Yael RUBINSTEIN (Israel) 

Israel would like to welcome and to congratulate our Director-General, Dr QU Dongyu, for his re-
election. We have so many tasks and aims in front of us to achieve. We need to stand together and to 
work together to achieve the 2030 Agenda and to bring this world to a better place.  

Dear Director-General, Israel is sure that under your leadership and experience we can achieve that. 
You can count on Israel. I would like to wish you great success and good luck - your success is ours. 

Son Excellence Mohamed SADIKI (Maroc) 

Monsieur le Directeur Général, le Maroc se félicite de votre réélection à la tête de notre organisation, 
qui, à vrai dire, n'est nullement une surprise pour nous, au vu des réalisations de l'organisation sous 
votre leadership et surtout pour la conviction et la confiance qu'a manifestée la quasi-totalité des 
membres en votre potentiel et votre esprit novateur, qui a permis à l'organisation de servir les plus 
démunis et ce, même dans les pires situations qu'a traversées l'humanité ces dernières années.  

En effet, depuis le début de votre mandat en 2019, vous avez apporté des changements structurels à 
l'organisation, faisant de la FAO une organisation plus dynamique, plus transparente et plus inclusive, 
ayant permis l'élaboration d'une nouvelle vision stratégique pour le cadre organisationnel autour des 
quatre meilleurs. Meilleure production, une meilleure nutrition, un meilleur environnement, et une vie 
meilleure, sans laisser personne de côté.  

Des progrès considérables ont été réalisés sous votre leadership dans les transformations des systèmes 
agroalimentaires, les rendant plus efficaces et inclusifs, résilients et durables dans la lutte contre la 
faim, la pauvreté et les inégalités. Aussi, les nouvelles stratégies sur les changements climatiques et 
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sur la science et l'innovation, font partie d'une série d'initiatives phares qui compte efficacement aider 
les membres à relever des défis de longues dates et à répondre aux priorités émergentes.  

Le Maroc se félicite de votre engagement, Docteur Qu pour traduire lors de votre second mandat, les 
stratégies en action et les initiatives en résultat, le Maroc se réjouit d'un avenir meilleur pour tous les 
membres avec une meilleure production, une meilleure nutrition, un meilleur environnement et une vie 
meilleure, ne laissant personne derrière, le Maroc vous exprime son plein soutien pour votre mandat et 
exprime toute sa disponibilité pour une collaboration fructueuse.  

Sra. Mónica ROBELO RAFFONE (Nicaragua) 

En nombre del grupo de América Latina y del Caribe, permítame felicitarle Señor QU Dongyu por su 
reelección como Director-General de esta digna Organización de las Naciones Unidas para la 
Alimentación y la Agricultura. El Grupo de América Latina y del Caribe (GRULAC) valora que desde 
su toma de posesión en 2019 como Director General de la FAO haya promovido importantes 
transformaciones administrativas y operacionales en la Organización, impulsando su modernización y 
renovando esfuerzos para acompañar a sus Estados Miembros en la consecución de los Objetivos de 
Desarrollo Sostenible de la Agenda 2030 y la transformación de los sistemas agroalimentarios.  

Confiamos en que bajo su liderazgo la FAO continuará desempeñando un papel crucial en la lucha 
contra el hambre, la pobreza y la promoción de la seguridad alimentaria en todo el mundo, así como 
también mejorar de forma sostenible e incluyente la productividad de la agricultura en su sentido más 
amplio. Queremos una Organización que se centre en las necesidades de todas las regiones y de todos 
sus Miembros.  

América Latina y el Caribe es una región que cuenta con la combinación perfecta de recursos naturales 
y capacidades humanas, instituciones que permiten considerarla como el granero del mundo. Sin 
embargo, también enfrenta desafíos y retos al interior de todos sus países que requieren el 
acompañamiento decidido de la FAO para poder avanzar en la atención de los retos en materia de 
seguridad alimentaria, malnutrición y pobreza rural para desarrollar un nuevo sector rural que 
responda a la nueva dinámica del mundo actual para cuidar la diversidad en nuestros recursos 
naturales y para atender los urgentes retos generados por el cambio climático.  

Esperamos que usted en este segundo período como Director-General de la FAO que comienza, le dé a 
nuestra región una atención particular para, por un lado, ayudar a nuestros países a reducir la brecha de 
bienestar que aún afectan a miles de nuestros hermanos y, por otro, fortalecer la cooperación técnica 
de la región facilitando procesos para que el conocimiento y la experiencia de los países del GRULAC 
puedan ser aprovechados por otras naciones hermanas en todo el mundo. 

Cuento con los países del GRULAC para seguir trabajando conjuntamente con usted, su equipo 
cercano y con todo el personal de la FAO para alcanzar las metas superiores del desarrollo plasmado 
en los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sustentable, así como para alcanzar las prioridades de América Latina y 
el Caribe, según lo acordado por nuestros Ministros en la Conferencia Regional de Quito y a la que 
estamos delineando de cara a la Conferencia Regional de Guyana el próximo año. También tenga la 
seguridad que seguiremos trabajando para lograr mayor eficiencia y transparencia en la Organización 
y para mantener los intereses de nuestra región en la Agenda de Cooperación Mundial sin dejar a 
nadie atrás.  

Aprovecho la ocasión para formularle, Señor Qu Dongyu, nuestros mejores votos y deseos de éxito en 
este nuevo período de su gestión como Director-General de la FAO.  

Ms Alexis TAYLOR (United States of America) 

We look forward to continuing to work closely with you during your second term to enhance global 
food security, to increase effectiveness and efficiency at FAO, and to ensure that FAO is equipped to 
build sustainable, resilient and inclusive food systems that can withstand shocks, especially for the 
most vulnerable populations.  

At this challenging moment of the global food security crisis, it would be critical for FAO under your 
leadership, to continue advancing science and evidence-based solutions to increase sustainable 
productivity growth, agricultural innovation and private sector partnerships. 
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souhaitebeaucoup de succès dans ce deuxième mandat. Je vous encourage à trouver des solutions pour 
nos priorités de façon à garantir la sécurité alimentaire et même combattre les impacts du changement 
climatique dans notre pays. Nous soutenons la déclaration du Groupe africain et les priorités avancées 
surtout dans la décentralisation, la sécurité alimentaire, et la nutrition de tout le monde, 
particulièrement de la population.  

Mr Saywan Sabir Mustafa BARZANI (Iraq) 

We are happy to make this statement on behalf of the Near East and North Africa Group. We 
congratulate the Director-General, on his re-election, Dr QU Dongyu. We welcome your efforts, 
including through the steps you have taken to modernize the FAO and a new strategy and the 
launching of various initiatives, the Hand-in-Hand Initiative, One Country One Priority Product, 
1 000 Digital Villages in order to transform our agrifood systems.  

Our group would like to take this opportunity to express its full support for you, Director-General. We 
trust in your skills, in your work, to make our organization be able to serve the entire world.  

M. Madiagne TALL (Sénégal) 

Mesdames, messieurs les Ministres, chers participants, le Sénégal, par ma voix, exprime ses vives et 
sincères félicitations au Docteur QU Dongyu, qui vient d'être plébiscité avec cette brillante réélection, 
qui traduit, à n'en pas douter une expression de satisfaction et une réelle volonté des Membres de 
cheminer encore avec lui pour d'autres défis à relever.  

Monsieur le Directeur général, vous avez convaincu le monde à travers vos initiatives et programmes 
dès lors de votre premier mandat. Vous avez su faire preuve de détermination, d'engagement et de 
persévérance, dans un contexte extrêmement difficile marqué par la pandémie de la COVID-19, les 
conflits, les aléas climatiques et le renchérissement du coût des produits alimentaires.  

Face à cette situation difficile, vous avez réussi la prouesse, Monsieur le Directeur général, d'atténuer 
le choc et de tenir la bonne direction pour garder l'espoir d'atteindre les objectifs de développement 
durable (ODD). Sous votre leadership incontesté et incontestable, la FAO se porte mieux et les 
perspectives augurent des lendemains meilleurs. C'est pour toutes ces raisons que le Sénégal vous 
réitère son soutien total et s'engage résolument à travailler à vos côtés pour l'atteinte de vos objectifs 
dans le cadre de cette nouvelle mission qui commence.  

Le Sénégal reste et demeure confiant quant à vos capacités à relever les défis de l'heure pour arriver à 
une sécurité alimentaire et nutritionnelle durable.  

His Excellency Hussain Rasheed HASSAN (Maldives) 

As the Minister of Fisheries, Marine Resources and Agriculture of the Government of Maldives, I take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Director-General, His Excellency, Dr QU Dongyu, for your well-
deserved re-election.  

As you have been a special friend of the Maldives, Small Islands Developing States (SIDS), Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and other climate 
vulnerable communities worldwide, we wish you well and look forward to working with you to 
achieve your new mandate, making life better for everyone on the globe.  

PRÉSIDENT  

Je ne voudrais pas être impolie, mais je vous encourage à garder quand même vos félicitations courtes. 
Je vous avoue que la liste des pays qui souhaitent féliciter le Directeur Général est encore longue, alors 
je vous encourage à être bref dans vos félicitations.  

Mr Md. Shameem AHSAN (Bangladesh) 

On behalf of the Government of Bangladesh, I warmly congratulate Dr QU Dongyu, for his re-election 
as Director-General of FAO. We recognize your extraordinary achievements of turning FAO as a key 
and dynamic organization in supporting the Member countries, especially the developing countries, in 
achieving Agenda 2030. As Permanent Representative (PR) and Ambassador of Bangladesh to FAO, I 
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reiterate our full, continued and strong support to Director-General for his continued discharging of his 
onerous responsibilities in the coming days.  

Ms Nella Pepe LEVY (Samoa) 

On behalf of the government and people of Samoa, I congratulate you, Director-General Dr QU 
Dongyu on your re-election to lead this important organization. We look forward to working with you 
in your new mandate, including with smallholder farmers in Samoa and the Pacific through the FAO 
subregional office for the Pacific Islands in Apia. As well, Director-General, to strengthen and build 
the capacity of Small Island Developing States in the face of global challenges. 

Ms Demitu Hambisa BONSA (Ethiopia) 

At the outset, let me join my colleague to congratulate Dr QU Dongyu for his re-election and I look 
forward for further productive collaborations in the years to come.  

The Government of Ethiopia highly appreciates Dr QU Dongyu's performance and achievements so 
far in building a dynamic FAO to support the Members, especially the developing countries, in 
achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in spite of many natural and manmade 
challenges, complex and overlapping crises that affected the food and nutrition security in Africa, 
especially in Eastern Africa.  

Since Dr QU Dongyu took office in 2019, he has initiated many flagship programmes that are quite 
helpful for the developing countries, like Hand-in-Hand Initiative, One Country One Priority Crop, 
and many others. After this appointment, he has introduced and managed different reforms that speed 
up the transformation of FAO and implemented a new strategic vision for the Organization focused on 
the Four Betters.  

As a result of the implementation of these strategies, many progress has been made towards this 
transformation to more resilient, inclusive, efficient and sustainable agrifood system and reducing 
hunger, poverty and inequality. I believe that your re-election gives you better opportunity to translate 
FAO's Strategies into actions and initiatives to create a better future.  

His Excellency Ildephonse MUSAFIRI (Rwanda) 

Dr Qu Dongyu, on behalf of the Republic for Rwanda, I would like to congratulate you for your re-
election as the Director-General of FAO. Rwanda is committed to support you as we strive together to 
fight the uphill battle towards better production, better nutrition, better environment and better life.  

Rwanda is looking forward to work with you to put more effort to move our partnership to next level. 
Rwanda has positioned itself to be a laboratory for innovation testing. So, Dr Qu, do not hesitate to try 
anything in Rwanda as far as food and agriculture are concerned. We wish you all the best, and, once 
again, congratulations. 

Mr Bharat Kumar REGMI (Nepal) 

On behalf of the Government of Nepal, I would like to extend sincere congratulations to Dr QU 
Dongyu for his re-election as the Director-General of FAO. Dr QU, your dedication, leadership and 
outstanding contributions have earned you the trust and support of the Members, almost all of them. 
Nepal is committed to extending its full support and cooperation to you during the next ten years and 
is confident that you will continue to focus on Small Islands Developing States (SIDS), Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries,(LLDCs), and other countries highly 
vulnerable in terms of food security and nutrition.  

Mr Mustaf Ahmed IDOW (Somalia) 

On behalf of the Government of Somalia, allow me to join my colleagues in conveying our warmest 
congratulations to Dr Qu for your re-election as the head of the United Nations FAO. On behalf of 
Africa and Least Developed Countries (LDCs), we would like to thank you and commend you for 
your transformative leadership, efforts and hard work to tackle hunger, malnutrition and food security 
during your first term.  
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Your election comes at a time of huge global challenges. However, with your commitment, dedication 
and experience, you are up to the task ahead and we will support you along the way. We welcome 
your strategies and initiatives, including your commitment to reform FAO at the country level, which 
we believe will enhance effectiveness and efficiency on the ground. We look forward to working with 
you closely during your second term as you embark on a journey of transformative leadership. I wish 
you all the best and good luck. 

Mr Sergey LEVIN (Russian Federation) (Original language Russian) 

Distinguished Dr Qu Dongyu, on behalf of the Russian Federation, we warmly congratulate you on 
your successful re-election to the position of Director-General of the FAO. We would also like to 
congratulate the People's Republic of China, our strategic partner. In recent years, you have brought to 
the work of the Organization many important initiatives. You have given new dynamic to the work of 
the FAO.  

You have raised the authority of the Organization around the world, and we are convinced that your 
experience, energy and strategic vision will, in coming years, allow us to make new achievements in 
the work of the FAO in order to ensure food security, the sustainable development of food systems and 
fighting hunger. We assure you, Dr QU Dongyu, that you can rely on a full support from Russian 
Federation in your work as Director-General.  

Once again, congratulations on your re-election to this new term. We wish you success in all your 
endeavours.  

Son Excellence Kobenan Kouassi ADJOUMANI (Côte d'Ivoire) 

Monsieur le Directeur général de la FAO, il y a quatre ans, nous étions ici pour vous porter à la tête de 
cette importante institution. Aujourd'hui encore, nous sommes là pour rééditer l'exploit. Nous l'avons 
fait parce que nous avons fait un travail remarquable à la tête de notre importante institution. Et vous 
auriez pu faire des [inaudible] n'eurent été les crises successives que nous avons connues avec la crise 
de la COVID-19, et la guerre en Ukraine.  

Nous vous faisons confiance, c'est pour cela, sachant que vous allez au-delà de nos espérances, nous 
voudrions, au nom de notre pays la Côte d'Ivoire, vous féliciter pour le travail que vous faites, et 
profiter du micro pour vous inviter en Côte d'Ivoire, parce que nous allons organiser notre salon de 
l'agriculture qui va se tenir du 28 novembre au 8 octobre, nous vous avons déjà écrit, et nous savons 
que vous y serez. C'est l'occasion aussi pour moi d'inviter tous mes collègues ministres à y être pour 
découvrir les potentialités agricoles de notre pays.  

Her Excellency Jinelle ADAMS (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines) 

Excellencies, Distinguished Director-General, Dr QU Dongyu, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
wishes to take this opportunity to extend our congratulations to you as Director-General for a second 
term. We have confidence in your leadership and look forward to working with you in addressing 
global food security and nutrition and the challenges facing small island states in this area.  

Dr QU Dongyu, you have the full support and commitment of the Government of Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines. Best wishes for your tenure.  

Mr Majnun MAMMADOV (Azerbaijan)  

On behalf of the Government of Azerbaijan and on the delegation from Azerbaijan, I would like to 
congratulate Director-General for being re-elected for the next term with such a big consolidation and 
agreement of all Members. I wish you success in fighting poverty, defeating hunger and securing food 
systems around the world.  

As you said, dear Director-General, stay young at heart so that you can continue overcoming 
mentioned challenges for years to come. Azerbaijan will be at the forefront in supporting you in all 
beginnings.  

His Excellency Indar WEIR (Barbados) 
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Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, let me add my voice to the messages of congratulations on behalf 
of Barbados and all Members of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) to you, Dr QU Dongyu. It is 
indeed a pleasure to be working with you again. I do recall that as you were elected the last time, you 
were the only Director-General that has been confronted with a challenge that affected the entire 
world, the COVID-19 pandemic, where all economic activity had ceased for two years during your 
stewardship.  

You are indeed a small potato but a big man because you were able to continue your work equally as 
we battled with the COVID-19 pandemic. I am indeed pleased with your leadership, especially the 
work you are doing towards the support for Small Island Developing States (SIDS), least developed 
countries and landlocked developed countries. It is indeed incumbent upon all of us today in this room 
to lend a strong voice to you, Director-General, and the work of the FAO if we are to achieve our 
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG 2). 

Therefore, I make the call that all of us with one clarion voice call upon all global financial cash flows 
to give agriculture its first space and first take and commitment to all global financial cash flows, so 
that we can achieve our SDG 2. If we are not going to do this, Dr QU Dongyu, then I am afraid to tell 
you that we will have to rethink how we achieve SDG 2 by the year 2030.  

I support the establishment of a Ministerial task force to carry out the work, and I also support your 
Hand-in-Hand Initiative, the one country, one priority product, and the green cities initiative. Let us 
work hand-in-hand to make sure we help you, after electing you, to achieve your goals. I congratulate 
you.  

Ms Merene BENYAH (Ghana) 

Ghana warmly congratulates Director-General QU Dongyu on the unanimous re-election as Director-
General of the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO). Ghana aligns with 
the statement presented on behalf of the Africa Regional Group.  

Your re-election, Dr QU Dongyu, is a testimony to your passion, your strategic vision and your 
unrelenting efforts to build a dynamic, innovative and, importantly, an all-inclusive FAO, during a 
particularly complex and challenging period when the world has been facing global economic 
headwinds.  

Ghana pledges its full support in the implementation of your second mandate. In this next phase, we 
look forward to collective action under your leadership to achieve our common goals, to build and 
develop capacities, to build resilience, to enhance livelihoods, particularly in the rural areas, and to 
achieve gender equality and effective inclusion of women and the youth.  

Ghana looks forward to working with you in the quest to ensure the building of sustainable food 
security, eradication of poverty, to improve nutrition and enhance livelihoods, particularly in the rural 
areas, leaving no one behind, particularly the most vulnerable.  

We look forward to the implementation of the strategic actions as encapsulated in your manifest to 
ensure improved access to education and health, factors that militate against and compromise the 
resilience of agrifood systems and exacerbate the global economic challenges.  

Dr QU, Ghana wishes you all the very best. 

Ms Marieta STEPANYAN (Armenia) 

Dear Director-General, I would like to warmly congratulate you on behalf of the Armenian 
Government on your very much deserved re-election in this high and responsible position and wish 
you every success in your new tenure. Let me seize this opportunity to thank you for what you did for 
this Organization during your last tenure.  

Armenia attaches great importance to the collaboration with FAO in all the areas of the Organization's 
mandate and we are hopeful that successful cooperation with the Organization will continue. I am 
confident that during your second mandate, you would continue working with equal devotion to the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and we rely on your commitment to particularly the SDG 2 of 
the 2030 Agenda as well as its steadfast principle of leaving no one behind.  
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It would be remiss not to mention that Qatar will host the World Expo next October under the title A 
Green Desert A Better World, and we invite all the Members to attend this very important event that is 
to be held for the first time in the Middle East.  

Once again, we congratulate His Excellency the Director-General, and we reiterate our support to the 
Organization under his leadership. 

M. Dindiogue Kombaté KONLANI (Togo) 

Je voudrais, au nom du gouvernement et du peuple togolais, féliciter le Docteur QU Dongyu pour sa 
brillante réélection. On dit souvent qu'on ne change pas une équipe qui gagne, n'est-ce pas? Au vu des 
résultats positifs engrangés ces quatre dernières années, pour promouvoir la sécurité alimentaire dans 
le monde, vous êtes aujourd'hui, Monsieur le Directeur général, reconduit à votre poste pour des 
résultats encore plus probants, afin de libérer effectivement le monde de la faim.  

Le gouvernement togolais reste déterminé à vous soutenir dans toutes vos initiatives, notamment celles 
liées à la transformation profonde des systèmes agroalimentaires pour le bien-être des populations, 
surtout des petits producteurs. Encore une fois de plus, toutes nos félicitations et plein succès dans 
votre nouveau mandat.  

Ms Alexandra VALKENBURG (European Union) 

Congratulations to Dr QU Dongyu on your re-election for a second term at the helm of FAO. Spain, 
speaking on behalf of the European Union (EU) and its Member States has already referred to some of 
our joint priorities for FAO in the next period. The EU is FAO's only Member organization. Being 
ourselves a supranational body, we are strongly committed to a rules-based international order with 
the UN at its core.  

We look forward to FAO's continued contributions to the achievement of 2030 Agenda for sustainable 
development, and especially those Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) where FAO has a 
custodian role. Hosting the UN Secretary General's forthcoming UN Food Systems Stocktake later this 
month and hosting the Committee of World Food Security are excellent examples of how FAO 
contributes to the wider UN system.  

We remain strongly committed to taking the five priorities of our EU/FAO strategic partnership 
forward for a shared vision for more inclusive, efficient, resilient and sustainable agrifood systems and 
to advance the required transformation jointly in these areas, on food systems and one health, on 
climate change, biodiversity and natural resources.  

This was very much linked to I think the triple challenge that we heard yesterday in the McDougall 
lecture. Thirdly, on food crisis, food security and resilient livelihoods. Fourth, sustainable agrifood 
food value chain investments and policies, and food systems transformation through digitalization.  

Let me finally thank you for putting the FAO premises at our disposal for the fifth European 
Union/African Union (AU) Agri-Ministerial meeting two days ago. Director-General, the EU stands 
ready to continue cooperating closely with you and the whole FAO team. 

Ms Juvita Rodrigues Barreto DE ATAIDE GONÇALVES (Timor-Leste) 

On behalf of the Government of Timor-Leste, I wish to congratulate Dr QU Dongyu for his re-election 
as Director-General of FAO. Thank you for the contribution you have made to Timor-Leste, especially 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. We will continue working alongside FAO. We wish you great 
success. 

Mme Fatimata CHEIFFOU (Niger) 

Le gouvernement du Niger vous félicite Monsieur le Directeur général pour votre brillante réélection à 
la FAO. En cette année 2023, l'année du lapin chinois, qui symbolise l'espoir dans ce monde. Ce 
monde a mis donc tout son espoir en vous pour la transformation d'un système alimentaire mondial 
plus efficace, plus durable.  

Ceci est une bien lourde responsabilité, mais nous n'avons aucun doute sur vos capacités personnelles 
pour relever le défi de zéro faim au niveau mondial. Permettez-moi donc de réitérer mes plus 
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chaleureuses félicitations au nom du gouvernement du Niger et vous assurer le plein soutien de mon 
pays dans vos efforts pour réaliser les objectifs ambitieux de la FAO. Pleins succès, toutes mes 
félicitations.  

His Excellency Flavien JOUBERT (Seychelles) 

On behalf of the Government and people of Seychelles, I would like to warmly congratulate Dr QU 
Dongyu on his reappointment as Director-General of FAO. We have witnessed a renewed vision and 
vibrancy at the FAO during the Director-General's previous mandate that has given us new hope for 
the future.  

We are confident that the FAO, under the continued leadership of Director-General QU Dongyu, will 
grow in its ability to deliver better and deliver for all, especially the most vulnerable and the least 
developed. Seychelles, as a small island developing state, remains committed to supporting the work 
of FAO in delivering on the four betters, especially for Small Island Developing States (SIDS), Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) and Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs). We thank Director-
General QU Dongyu for his commendable work thus far and wish him and his team success in this 
coming four-year mandate. 

His Excellency Demba SABALLY (Gambia) 

On behalf of the people of the Republic of The Gambia, we want to congratulate Dr QU Dongyu for 
his re-election. The result of the election is a testimony of your resolve and also of your hard work.  

We align with the statement by the representative from South Africa on the common African position 
but, again, your focus on developing countries, especially on climate change, your transformative 
2030 Agenda, your focus on food security, and especially your special affinity to smallholder farmers 
has not gone unnoticed. Be assured of the support of the people of the Republic of Gambia.  

And once again, we congratulate you, Dr QU Dongyu. 

Ms Karen-Mae HILL (Antigua and Barbuda) 

The Government of Antigua and Barbuda commends the Director-General in his re-election. I want to 
join with all countries in affirming the good work that has been done in your first term of leadership of 
the FAO, and especially to affirm the work supporting small island states and other vulnerable states. 
As we approach the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), we think of building 
local capacity and increasing food security. We want to especially affirm work in these areas that they 
will continue and be expanded. Again, Director-General, Antigua and Barbuda wishes you every 
success. 

Her Excellency Jeanine Milly COOPER (Liberia) 

On behalf of the Government of Liberia, the Ministry of Agriculture, and on my own behalf, as 
Minister of Agriculture, I want to congratulate Dr QU Dongyu on his re-election as Director-General 
of FAO. As my government embarks on transforming its food systems, I am delighted to accept, Dr 
QU, your invitation to work with FAO in the Hand-in-Hand Initiative under your proven 
transformative leadership and armed with a renewed mandate. Congratulations. We look forward to 
the next four years of partnership with FAO. 

Mr Taalai BAZARBAEV (Kyrgyzstan) 

On behalf of the delegations of Kyrgyzstan, I congratulate Mr QU Dongyu on your successful re-
election for a new four-year term. I am sure that under your leadership the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) will successfully continue to work in accordance with all 
mandates. I want to assure you of the support from Kyrgyzstan for the work of FAO in general and to 
you personally as the Director-General. I wish you continued success in your work. 

Mme Chantal MOUKOUTOU (Gabon) 

Monsieur le Directeur général, vous êtes le guide qui nous mènera vers l'objectif de faim zéro. Nul 
besoin de rappeler ce que vous avez accompli pendant votre mandat et ce que vous pourriez accomplir 
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lors de votre second mandat. Alors, je profite de cette tribune pour vous souhaiter au nom du 
gouvernement gabonais, nos sincères félicitations pour votre réélection.  

CHAIRPERSON 

Dr QU Dongyu, this is an impressive recognition from the Members. You can count on all of us to 
support you in your big mandate. And all together we can feed the world sustainably.  

Ladies and gentlemen, this concludes Item 6 of our Agenda and the work of the Conference for today.  

I wish to thank the tellers, the scrutineer, and all those who took part in the secret ballot for the way in 
which the electoral process was run. The fourth plenary meeting will begin tomorrow morning at 9:30 
hours with the statement of the Director-General, Dr QU Dongyu, followed by that of the Independent 
Chairperson of the Council, Mr Hans Hoogeveen, and a message of His Holiness Pope Francis. This 
will be followed by the first of three roundtable discussions held in conjunction with Item 10.  

I wish you all a good afternoon and see you tomorrow. 

The meeting rose at 14:53 hours 
La séance est levée à 14 h 53 
Se levanta la sesión a las 14.53 
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CONFERENCE CONFERENCE 
CONFERENCIA 

Forty-third Session  
Quarante-troisième session 

43.º período de sesiones  

Rome, 1-7 July 2023 
Rome, 1-7 juillet 2023 

Rome, 1-7 de julio de 2023 

FOURTH PLENARY MEETING 
QUATRIÈME SÉANCE PLÉNIÈRE 

CUARTA SESIÓN PLENARIA 

3 July 2023 
 

 
The Fourth Meeting was opened at 09:11 hours 

Ms Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
Chairperson of the Conference, presiding 

 
La quatrième séance est ouverte à 09 h 11 

sous la présidence de Mme. Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
Président de la Conférence 

 
Se abre la cuarta reunión a las 09.11 

bajo la presidencia de la Sra. Marie-Claude Bibeau, 
Presidente de la Conferencia 

  
 

 
Portions marked as [XX] were inaudible due to technical reasons. Please submit all corrections 

to: Verbatim-Team@fao.org 
Les parties signalées par [XX], pour des raisons techniques, étaient inaudibles. Veuillez communiquer 

toute correction à: Verbatim-Team@fao.org 
Las partes marcadas como [XX] fueron inaudibles debido a razones técnicas. Por favor, envíe todas 

las correcciones a: Verbatim-Team@fao.org
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