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I. INTRODUCTION  

1. The Third Session of the Committee on Forestry's Working Group on Dryland Forests and 
Agrosilvopastoral Systems was held from 11 to 13 September 2023 in hybrid mode and hosted by the 
Ministry of Agriculture of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

2. The Session was attended by a total of 31 member countries both online and in-person. In 
addition, there were observers from five countries, 14 intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, and from eight academic and business institutions. A list of participants is provided in 
Appendix 1 and Appendix 2.  The Session was also attended by Mr Günter Walkner, Chairperson of 
the Committee on Forestry; His Excellency Mr Carlos Bernardo Cherniak, Chairperson of the 
Committee on Agriculture Sub-Committee on Livestock, and Ms Julie Edmond, Chairperson of the 
Committee on Agriculture.  

3. The Session was held in conjunction with the Twenty-sixth Session of the Near East Forest 
and Range Commission (NEFRC) and included a one-day field visit to Al-Yarmouk Reserve, Umm 
Qais and Jarash on 12 September 2023. The Session also included technical events as part of the Fifth 
Near East Forestry Week. 

4. The first Committee on Forestry (COFO) Working Group Summer School on Drylands was 
conducted in parallel with the Third Session, from 12 to 15 September 2023, in partnership with the 
Agricultural Research Council of South Africa, Jordan University of Science and Technology, the 
Sokoine University of Agriculture in Tanzania, Swedish University of Agricultural Science, the 
University of Jordan, and the World Overview of Conservation Approaches and Technologies 
(WOCAT), with the objective of reducing the gaps between awareness and the interventions used to 
combat problems in managing dryland forest and agrosilvopastoral resources. In total, 21 champions - 
43 percent of whom were women - participated and represented different disciplinary backgrounds 
from all dryland regions.  
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II. OPENING OF THE SESSION (Item 1) 

5. The Chairperson of the Working Group, Mr Anders Malmer (Sweden) opened the meeting. 
He provided his welcoming remarks and thanked all contributors and supporters for securing the extra-
budgetary funds to organize the Third Session of the Working Group. Mr Malmer, on behalf of 
Working Group members, extended words of appreciation to the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and to the Near East Forest and Range Commission for hosting the 
Third Session of the COFO Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems.  

6. Ms. Tiina Vähänen, Deputy Director of FAO Forestry Division, welcomed participants to the 
Session. She noted that the Working Group is an anchor for South-South cooperation, coordinating 
responses to members’ needs for an integrated dryland management approach through collaboration 
between members, multiple stakeholders, and across disciplines, including with other FAO statutory 
bodies such as the Committee on Agriculture Sub-Committee on Livestock (COAG-LI). 

7. The Agenda was adopted as presented.  

8. The Working Group agreed to receive the draft report of the Session in English for 
consideration and adoption. The final report will be published in five languages (Arabic, English, 
French, Russian and Spanish).  

9. The Working Group endorsed the role of observers to provide notes and advice during the 
discussion Sessions. 

III. PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REPORT OF THE 
WORKING GROUP ON DRYLAND FORESTS AND 

AGROSILVOPASTORAL SYSTEMS (2022-2024) (Item 2) 

10. The Working Group acknowledged the progress made on the implementation of the Workplan 
2022-2024 and took note of the key challenges and lessons learned, including the limited availability 
of extra-budgetary resources during the 2021-2023 period. 

11. Members emphasized the need to strengthen the cross-sectorial work between the forestry and 
livestock sectors in restoring dryland and strengthening the resilience of communities that depend on 
them. The Working Group encouraged its members to actively engage in knowledge sharing between 
member countries on solutions to challenges in dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems. 

12. The Working Group endorsed the progress report and invited members and observers to 
continue its Workplan, subject to the availability of necessary funds.  

13. The Working Group was encouraged to continue strengthening its collaboration with the FAO 
Committee on Agriculture Sub-Committee on Livestock (COAG-LI). 

14. The Working Group requested the Secretariat to provide an update on its work and activities 
at the next Session in 2025.  

 

IV. REVIEW OF THE RELEVANCE AND OPERATIONAL MODALITIES 
OF THE WORKING GROUP ON DRYLAND FORESTS AND 

AGROSILVOPASTORAL SYSTEMS – FINDINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS (Item 3) 

15. The Working Group considered the key findings of the independent review report and took 
note of the key challenges and opportunities identified to strengthen the Working Group’s operational 
modalities. 
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16. The Working Group acknowledged the guidance of the Working Group’s Steering Committee 
and agreed to their proposed recommendations.  

17. Working Group members emphasized the importance of science, technology, innovation and 
the agrosilvopastoral approach in restoring dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems.  

18. The Working Group recommended to continue the facilitation of technical collaboration 
between members, multiple stakeholders and across disciplines, including with other FAO statutory 
bodies, such as COAG-LI, to enhance coordinated responses to members’ needs for an integrated 
dryland management approach.  

19. The Working Group emphasized the need to strengthen partnerships and collaboration to 
better understand the status, trends and development of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems 
and the people who depend on them, particularly through the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD), the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests (CPF), to support countries facing serious drought and desertification-related 
challenges.  

V. FOREST AND AGRICULTURE LINKAGES: STRENGTHENING 
FOREST AND RANGELAND RESILIENCE THROUGH RESTORING 

SILVPASTORAL SYSTEMS FOR BETTER DROUGHT AND 
ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT (Item 4) 

20. The Working Group acknowledged the multiple linkages between the agriculture and forestry 
sectors in dryland ecosystems and underscored the need to achieve better synergies between them, 
highlighting the potential role of the silvopastoral approach in addressing drought management and 
restoring dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems. 

21. The Working Group called for the need to improve cross-sectoral coordination on forests, 
rangelands, food production, land use, and rural development policies for more effective drought 
resilience and management of dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems. 

22. The Working Group encouraged its members to strengthen equitable and inclusive gender-
sensitive planning and management to improve livelihoods and mitigate the impacts of drought on 
vulnerable populations by using available guidelines such as the Voluntary Guidelines on the 
Responsible Governance of Tenure (VGGT).   

23. The Working Group recommended that FAO conduct - subject to available extra-budgetary 
resources - a stocktaking exercise on the inclusion of integrated silvopastoral management in land-use 
and planning-related policies and regulations for better drought management. This would contribute to 
FAO’s biennial theme for 2024-25 ‘Water resources management for the four betters: better 
production, better nutrition, better environment, and better life to achieve the Agenda 2030 and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)’. The Working Group will submit a progress report on this 
point to the Twenty-seventh Session of COFO. 

24. The Working Group invited FAO to support countries in strengthening their forest and 
rangeland monitoring systems to measure silvopastoral, social, economic and environmental values in 
response to accelerating the achievement of the SDGs as well as other pledges, such as the UN Decade 
on Ecosystem Restoration and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.  

25. The Working Group requested the Secretariat to share the conclusions of this Session prior to 
the Second Session of the COAG-LI (to be held in May 2024) and the Twenty-seventh Session of 
COFO (to be held on 22–26 July 2024) for their considerations.   



4  COFO/WG-DF/2023/REP  

 

VI. IN-SESSION SEMINAR: ENHANCING SOUTH-SOUTH KNOWLEDGE 
SHARING AND COOPERATION FOR BETTER DRYLAND FORESTS AND 

AGROSILVOPASTORAL RESTORATION 

26. The Working Group and the Near East Forest and Range Commission (NEFRC) 
acknowledged the joint informative seminar and underscored the need to achieve better synergies 
between forest and agriculture in drylands through inter-sectorial approaches, for more sustainable 
agrifood systems. 

27. The participants welcomed the importance of South-South knowledge and sharing lessons 
learned between and among countries in the global South including through the implementation of the 
UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, and other related global initiatives and processes. 

VII. STRENGTHENING THE WORKING GROUP ON DRYLAND 
FORESTS AND AGROSILVOPASTORAL SYSTEMS’ CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES AND PLEDGES ON 
TRANSFORMING THE DRYLANDS PRODUCTION SYSTEMS (Item 5) 

 

28. The Working Group highlighted the need to join forces to support the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through national policy dialogue processes, joint 
implementation, capacity development, scaling up of activities, and advocacy to track efforts made by 
countries related to restoration so far.  

29.  The Working Group welcomed the main priorities identified for the Multi-Year Workplan 
(MYWP), with the aim of capitalizing on partnership opportunities to strengthen the sustainable 
management of drylands and ultimately accelerate the achievement of the SDGs. 

30.   The Working Group called for urgent action at scale to restore dryland forests and 
agrosilvopastoral systems for a more sustainable future for people, planet, and prosperity, leaving no 
one behind.  

31. The Working Group emphasized the importance of South-South knowledge sharing in 
promoting cross-sectoral work and nominated an advisory group to review and document good 
practices in contribution to the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. 

32.  The Working Group called to enhance the collaboration with the UNCCD and other relevant 
members of the CPF in promoting dryland forests and agrosilvopastoral systems and their role 
in supporting the implementation of the MYWP. 

33. The Working Group encouraged FAO to continue to support the International Year of 
Rangelands and Pastoralists 2026 in close collaboration with the COAG- LI to promote sustainable 
agrifood systems, silvopastoralism, and sustainable forest management in an integrated and inclusive 
manner.  

34. The Working Group welcomed the Summer School on Drylands initiative and acknowledged 
the partnership with the University of Jordan, Jordan University of Science and Technology, the 
Swedish University of Agricultural Science, Sokoine University of Agriculture in Tanzania, 
Agricultural Research Council of South Africa, and the World Overview of Conservation Approaches 
and Technologies (WOCAT) in supporting its first edition, which was conducted in Amman from 12–
15 September 2023.  

35. The Working Group welcomed and acknowledged partnership offers received from the Center 
for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) to host the second edition of the Summer School in 
Kenya in 2024 and from the Global Rangeland Congress to host the third edition in Australia in 2025.   
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33.         The Working Group endorsed the draft MYWP and requested that the Secretariat finalize the 
MYWP under the guidance of the Working Group’s Steering Committee and publish it on the 
Working Group’s website.   

34.  The Working Group called for more resource mobilization to support the implementation of 
the MYWP and contribute to the efforts on restoration and conservation efforts.  

VIII. ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE WORKING GROUP (Item 6) 

36. The Working Group elected Mr Batkuu Nyam-Osor, Mongolia, as Chairperson.  

37. Mr Humberto Junior Navarro de Mesquita, Brazil, and Mr Lewis Radzire of Zimbabwe were 
elected as Vice-Chairpersons. 

IX. DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Item 7) 

38. The Working Group strongly encouraged countries to nominate their experts to act as 
Working Group members in supporting the technical role of the COFO Working Group on Dryland 
Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems, taking into consideration gender balance. 

39. The Working Group invited donors and countries to contribute extra-budgetary financial 
resources to support the next Session and the Multi-Lateral Proposal on the operationalization of the 
Working Group and its proposed MYWP. 

40. The Working Group welcomed Mongolia as host of the next Working Group meeting and 
agreed to provide logistical support. 

X. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Item 11) 

41. The Working Group adopted the report as amended by consensus. 

XI. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION (Item 12) 

42. In closing, the Chairperson closed the Session at 15:15 on 13 September 2023. 
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APPENDIX 1 

PARTICIPANTS 

MEMBERS OF THE WORKING GROUP 

 

Algeria 
Mr Nait Ikene MOULOUD 
Deputy director of planning and inventories 
General Directorate of Forests 
Algiers 
Email: naitikenemouloud@gmail.com  
 

Mauritania 
Mr Bewba Mohamed ABDELLAHI 
Head of Division 
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable 
Development 
Nouakchott  
Email: eloullah59@gmail.com 
 

Angola 
Mr Mateus Simão ANDRE  
Water and Forestry Engineer  
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Luanda 
Email: mateusngamba@hotmail.com  

Mongolia 
Mr Nyam-Osor BATKHUU 
Professor of Forest Environmental Sciences 
National University of Mongolia 
Ulaanbaatar 
Email: batkhuu@president.mn 

Australia 
Mr Rowan REID 
Forest scientist 
Managing Director of the Australian 
Agroforestry Foundation and Honorary 
Fellow 
University of Melbourne  
Email: rowan.reid@agroforestry.net.au 

Mozambique 
Mr Cláudio Manuel Ismael AFONSO 
Head, Forestry Department 
National Directorate of Forest  
Ministry of Land and Environment  
Maputo 
Email: claudioafonso@live.com 
 

Botswana 
Mr Johannes SEEMA 
Department of Forestry and Range 
Resources  
Minister for Environment and Tourism 
Gaborone 
Email: Jbseema@gov.bw  

Morocco 
Mr Hajar EL KATRANI 
Responsible for the Forestry Route Department and 
Silvopastoral 
Rabat 
Email: hajarelkatrani89@gmail.com 
 
Ms Samira BOUZIANI 
Head of the Cooperation Department 
Email: samirabouziani.anef@gmail.com 

Brazil  
Mr Humberto Navarro de MESQUITA  
General Coordination of Forest Inventory 
and Information 
Brasilia 
Email: humberto.mesquita@florestal.gov.br 

Oman 
Ms Azza AL RAWAS 
Head of Pastoralist Department 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources and 
Fishery 
Muscat 
Email: azzaalrawas888@gmail.com  
azza.alrawas@mafwr.gov.om 
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Burkina Faso 
Mr Pagnangde Bertrand TAPSOBA 
Director of Forests and Reforestation 
Ministry of the Environment, Green 
Economy and Climate Change 
Ouagadougou 
Email: bertapsoba@gmail.com 
 

Namibia 
Mr Johnson NDOKOSHO 
Director of Forestry  
Ministry of the Environment, Forestry and Tourism 
Windhoek 
Email: johnson.ndokosho@meft.gov.na  

 

Chad 
Mr Abdallah YOUNOUSS ADOUM 
Water and Forestry Engineer 
Food Safety and Early Warning Information 
System (SISAAR) 
Email: Abou_idjab08@live.fr  

Peru 
Mr Jael Odar TAVARA 
Wild Flora Specialist 
Directorate of Sustainable Management of Forest 
Heritage 
San Borja 
Email: jodar@serfor.gob.pe 

China 
Mr Guosheng WANG 
DS-SLM Project Coordinator 
Professor, China National Institute of Forest 
Inventory and Planning, State Forestry 
Administration, P.R. 
China Forestry and Grassland Administration 
Beijing 
Email: w_guosheng@sina.com 
 

Saudi Arabia 
Mr Najeeb ALSUBHI 
Director of the Forest Restoration and 
Conservation Department  
The National Center for Vegetation Development 
and Combating Desertification 
Riyadh 
Email: nhalsubhi@ncvc.gov.sa 
 
Mr Samir ben ALI MLAEKAH 
The National Center for Vegetation Development 
and Combating Desertification 
Riyadh 
Email: smlaekah@ncvc.gov.sa 
 

Egypt 
Mr Amro Raafat Refat RABIE 
Chief Researcher 
Forest Research Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation 
Cairo 
Email: ar.6666@hotmail.com 
 
Ms Nashwa Hassan MOHAMED 
Researcher 
Email: nanosh28@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Alaa AZOUZ 
Head of Agriculture Extension Sector 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation 
Cairo 
Email: alaazouz@hotmail.com 

Slovenia 
Mr Tomaz REMIC 
Undersecretary of Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Food, Forestry Division 
Ljubljana 
Email: tomaz.remic@gov.si 
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French Delegation 
Mr Michel Leveque 
Conseiller Agricole 
Email: michel.leveque@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
 

Spain  
Mr Guillermo FERNANDEZ CENTENO 
Deputy Director General of Policy 
Forestry and Fight against Desertification 
General Directorate of Biodiversity, Forests and 
Desertification 
Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the 
Demographic Challenge 
Madrid 
Email: GFCenteno@miteco.es 
 
Mr Javier CHICO 
Head of Forest Assets and Heritage Service 
Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the 
Demographic Challenge 
Madrid 
Email: jpchico@miteco.es 
 
Mr Carlos GUILLÉN DEL REY 
Head of Service 
Sub. General Policy 
Forestry and Fight against Desertification 
Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the 
Demographic Challenge 
Madrid 
Email: cguillen@miteco.es 
 

Georgia  
Ms Nana GOGINASHVILI 
Head of Agroforestry Research Division 
LEPL, Scientific-Research Center of 
Agriculture,Tbilisi 
Email: nana.goginashvili.srca@gmail.com 
 
Ms Maya BACHILAVA 
Specialist of Scientific Research Center of 
Agriculture 
LEPL, Scientific Research Center of 
Agriculture 
Tbilisi 
Email: m.bachilava@agruni.edu.ge 

Sweden 
Mr Anders MALMER 
Director for SLU Global 
International coordinator/Adjunct Professor  
(SLU Tropical Forestry) 
Swedish Forest Agency 
Jönköping 
Email: Anders.Malmer@skogsstyrelsen.se 
 

Jordan 
Mr Khaled AL MANASEER 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Amman 
Email: khaled.almanaseer@moa.gov.jo 
Ms Rana ABU-SADAA 
Head of Rural Development  
Department of Rangeland and Forests 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Amman 
Email: ranaabusaada.moa@gmail.com 

Tunisia 
Mr Naoufel BEN HAHA MOHAMED 
Director General of Forests at the Ministry of 
Agriculture 
Tunis 
Email: benhahan@gmail.com  
 
Mr Zied  ASKRI 
Head of department, Jendouba district 
Tunis 
Email: benhahan@gmail.com 
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Kenya  
Mr Clement NG'ORIARENG  
Head of Drylands Forestry 
Kenya Forest Service 
Nairobi 
Email: ngoriareng@yahoo.com 

 

Türkiye 
Mr Ümit TURHAN 
Deputy Head of Department 
General Directorate of Forestry. Silvamed 
Committee 
Ankara 
Email: uturhan@turksagliksen.org.tr  
 

Kuwait 
Ms Reem Ahmed Ibrahim AL-HAZZIM 
Senior Biology Specialist  
Head of Horticulture and Protected 
Agriculture Research Section  
Public Authority of Agriculture Affairs & 
Fish Resources  
Kuwait City 
Email: reemh@paaf.gov.kw 

Yemen 
Mr Farooq NASSER 
Deputy of the National Focal Point 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation and Fisheries 
Email: farooqnassar440@gmail.com 
 
 
Mr. Eshrak AIDAN 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fish Wealth 
Forestry and Desertification Control Specialist 
Email: eshraq.aidan@gmail.com 
 
Mr Ahmed Mohammed NASSER HASAN 
Deputy Minister  
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 
Sana’a 
Email: zamki1873@yahoo.com 

Lebanese Republic 
Mr Chadi MOHANNA 
Director of Rural Development and Natural 
Resources 
The Minister of Agriculture 
Beyrouth 
Email: chadi.mohanna@gmail.com 

Zimbabwe  
Mr Lewis RADZIRE 
Operations Manager 
Forestry Commission of Zimbabwe  
Harare 
Email: lradzire@gmail.com 

 
Malawi 
Mr Francis CHILIMAMPUNGA 
Deputy Director of Forestry (Planning and 
Training)  
Department of Forestry 
Lilongwe 
Email: fchilima@gmail.com 
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PARTICIPANTS 

OBSERVER COUNTRIES 

 

Iraq 
Mr Ghadeer ADNAN 
Director of the Forestry Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Baghdad 
Email: Ghadeer_husain@yahoo.com 

Syrian Arab Republic  
Mr Ali THABET 
Director General of Forests and Rangelands  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Damascus 
Email: alithabt@yahoo.fr 
 

Republic of Kazakhstan 
Mr Bakdaulet AMANGELDINOV 
Chief Expert of the Forestry Development 
Department 
Astana 
Email: b.amangeldinov@ecogeo.gov.kz 
 

State of Qatar 
Mr. Khaled Al Dosar  
Head of Afforestation and Agricultural 
Production Department – Ministry of 
Municipality  
Email: KFDOSARI@MM.GOV.QA  

Somalia 
Mr Qassim Abdi Moallim MOHAMED 
Senior Advisor  
Ministry of Livestock Forestry and Range 
Mogadishu 
Email: dr.qaasim@molfr.gov.so 
Mr SHIRE Ahmed MUSSE 
Director of Pastoral Development & Resilience 
Ministry of Livestock Forestry and Range 
Mogadishu 
Email: pdrdep@molfr.gov.so  
shiremusse@gmail.com 
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APPENDIX 2  

PARTICIPANTS  

FAO STATUTORY BODIES 

Argentina 
Mr Carlos Bernardo CHERNIAK 
Committee on Agriculture Sub-Committee on 
Livestock Chairperson 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the 
Argentine Republic before the FAO/IFAD/WFP 
Email: emfao@mrecic.gov.ar 

Canada 
Ms Julie EDMOND 
Committee on Agriculture Chairperson 
Agricultural Counsellor 
Permanent Mission of Canada to the RBAs 
Email: julie.emond@international.gc.ca 

Austria 
Mr Günter WALKNER 
Committee on Forestry Chairperson 
Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Representative of the Republic of Austria to 
FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Austria 
Email: guenter.walkner@bmeia.gv.at 

 

 

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Albalqa Innovation Institute 
Ms Elham ABBADI 
Chief Executive Officer 
Email: elhamabbadi@yahoo.com 

Environment and Development Association 
"JASIL" 
Ms Hijaba YKANBAI 
Director 
Ulaanbaatar 
Mongolia 
Email: y.hijaba@gmail.com 

Arab Group for the Protection of Nature 
(APN) 
Ms Lisa SHAHIN 
Research and Advocacy Administrator 
Amman 
Jordan 
Email: advocacy@apnature.org 
 
Ms Razan ZUAYTER 
Head of the Administrative Body 
Amman 
Jordan 
Email: razan.zuayter@gmail.com 
 
Ms Mariam AL JAAJAA 
General Manager 
Amman 
Jordan 
Email: gm@apnature.org 

Fundación Entretantos 
Mr Pedro Maria HERRERA CALVO 
Project Manager 
Valladolid 
Spain 
Email: pedrom@entretantos.org 
 

 

 



12  COFO/WG-DF/2023/REP  

 

Association of Agricultural Research 
Institutions in the Near East and North 
Africa (AARINENA) 
Ms Rida SHIBLI 
Executive Secretary  
Jordan 
Email: r.shibli@cgiar.org 

General Union of Arab Peasants and 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
Mr Fawzi EL ZIYANI 
Advisor of the General Union of Jordanian 
Farmers 
Jordan 
Email : faouzizayani99@gmail.com  

Chamber of Forest Engineers 
Mr İsmail BELEN 
Adviser of OMO for International Relations 
Ankara 
Republic of Türkiye 
Email: ismailbelen52@gmail.com 
 

Mr İbrahim YÜZER 
Deputy General  
Ankara 
Republic of Türkiye 
Email: ibrahimyuzer@gmail.com 

Lebanon Reforestation Initiative 
Mr Fadi NAHRI 
Lebanon Reforestation Initiative  
Urban Forestry Department 
Beirut 
Lebanon 
Email: fnahri@lri-lb.org 
 

 

OBSERVERS FROM INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Alliance Bioversity - CIAT  
Mr Hannes GAISBERGER 
Associate Scientist 
Rome 
Italy 
Email: h.gaisberger@cgiar.org 

International Center for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) 
Mr. Mounir LOUHAICHI 
Team Leader Rangeland Ecology and Forages 
Email: M.Louhaichi@cgiar.org 
 
Ms Mira HADDAD 
Senior research assistant Spatial analysis and 
database management Water, Land and 
Ecosystem program (WLE)  
Email: m.haddad@cgiar.org  
 

Austrian Academy of Sciences  
Mr Harald GRABHER 
Senior Program Manager 
Caritas Austria 
Vienna 
Austria 
Email: Harald.Grabher@caritas.at 

The Center for International Forestry 
Research and World Agroforestry (CIFOR-
ICRAF) 
Ms Cora VANOOSTEN 
Director Capacity Development and Education 
Email: c.vanoosten@cifor-icraf.org 
 

World Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) 
Ms Delia CATACUTAN 
Principal Scientist 
Email: d.c.catacutan@cgiar.org 
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PARTICIPANTS 

REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES 

 

UNICEF  
Ms Rockaya AIDARA 
Senior Policy Specialist  
Email: raidara@unicef.org 

UNCCD 
Ms Enni KALLIO 
JPO in Programme Management, Land Tenure 
& Gender  
Email: ekallio@unccd.int  

OBSERVERS FROM OTHER INSTITUTIONS 

 

Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. PLC  
Mr Abdelaziz ALARKZEH 
Directorate 
Amman 
Jordan 
Email: abdelaziz.Alarakzeh@jpmc.co.jo 

Middle East Green Initiative  
Prof. Ahmed Ali Abu-Amr ALGHAMDI 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Email: AhAAlghamdi@ncvc.gov.sa 
 

 

International Year of Rangelands and 
Pastoralists (IYRP) 2026 
Dr. Igshaan SAMUELS 
Global Co-chai 
Cape Town 
South Africa 
Email: isamuels@uwc.ac.za 
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PARTICIPANTS  

ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS 

 

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 
(SLU)  
Ms Aida Bargués TOBELLA 
Researcher  
Department of Forest Ecology and Management 
Uppsala 
Sweden 
Email: aida.bargues.tobella@slu.se 
 

 

University of Jordan 
Mr Nihad ALSMAIRAT 
Professor 
Department of Horticulture and Crop Science 
Amman 
Jordan 
Email: drnihad@ju.edu.jo  
 

Mr Yaha OTHMAN 
Associate professor 
Department of Horticulture and Crop Science 
Amman 
Jordan 
Email: ya.othman@ju.edu.jo  
 

Mr Hani SAOUB  
Professor  
Department of Horticulture and Crop Science 
Amman 
Jordan 
Email: hanis@ju.edu.jo  
 

Sokoine University of Agriculture 
Mr Ezekiel E. MWAKALUKWA 
Senior Lecturer  
United Republic of Tanzania 
Morogoro 
Email: ezedwa@gmail.com 
 

University of Bern Centre for Development 
and Environment (CDE) 
Ms Rima Mekdaschi STUDER 
Senior Research Scientist 
Bern 
Switzerland 
Email: rima.mekdaschi-studer@unibe.ch 
 

Jordan University of Science and Technology 
Mr Maher TADROS 
Researcher  
Junior Professor at the department of Natural 
Resources and Environment, Department of 
Plant Production  
Faculty of Agriculture 
Amman 
Jordan 
Email: maher.tadros@gmail.com 
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