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Introduction
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• Dissemination of official statistics is one key mandate of the agencies of 

National Statistical Systems (NSS)

• With the advent of information and communication technologies, the 
operational landscape of official statistics has been rapidly evolving over 
the last two decades

User-side
the demand for data has increased alongside with 
ever more composite expectations

Producer-side
IT-developments offers new solution to statistical 
organizations to move towards more versatile, 
interactive, impartial, timely and cost-effective 
release of data.
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DISSEMINATION PROGRAM COMPONENTS (1/7) 
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In the context of 50x2030 Initiative, the statistics division of the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO) supports countries at establishing robust national agricultural data systems.

The list of proposed outputs builds around: 

A statistical bulletin with main results from the annual agricultural survey available.

Interactive statistical tables released on a data portal, in compliance with Open Data 
standards.

Dissemination of agricultural survey microdata and associated metadata.

Data highlights for wide sharing through instant communication channels and the 
media.
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DISSEMINATION PROGRAM COMPONENTS (2/7) 
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A statistical bulletin with main results from the annual agricultural survey available.

producing large numbers of printed publications that
are essentially a series of tables is declining and being
replaced by online access to data

The recommendation is to move from a “classic” survey
report of sometimes hundreds of pages to one or a set of
“nutshell” documents that can inform and support debates
on specific issues.
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DISSEMINATION PROGRAM COMPONENTS (3/7) 
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A data portal is a web-based, interactive data and metadata platform with databases modelled for specific data

types and domains. The IT-features data portals increasingly support offer many advantages such as:

Easy access to 

official statistics 

and data

Accessibility

Easy analysis using 

built-in 

presentation-ready 

dashboard and 

graphics 

Analysis

Compare data 

across domains 

through improved 

harmonization and 

integration

Comparability

As data portals are 

used as data 

submission tools, the 

reporting burden by 

the statistical 

agencies is reduced.

interoperability 

More and more often, 

platforms encompass a data 

management component so 

that the IT-system is not 

limited to handling the 

dissemination of data but 

enables the management of 

the wider data production 

cycle

Tools

» INTERACTIVE STATISTICAL TABLES RELEASED ON A DATA PORTAL
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DISSEMINATION PROGRAM COMPONENTS (4/7) 
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» INTERACTIVE STATISTICAL TABLES RELEASED ON A DATA PORTAL

Benefits of using Open Data Portals

User Experience 
Improvement

• Presentation of 
complex tables

• Flexible analysis

Simplification of 
Internal Processes

• simplification of 
internal processes

• simplified 
tabulation plan 

Reduction of 
Workload

• workload on data 
analysts is reduced.

• complex or large 
numbers of tables 
in reports can be 
avoided

The African Information Highway (AIH) 

• Developed by the Statistics Department 
AfDB

• Is an example of such an NSS-wide 
system of data portals that uses SDMX as 
the common exchange and dissemination

• AIH is a network of live open data 
platforms (ODPs) electronically linking all 
African countries and 16 regional 
organizations 
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DISSEMINATION PROGRAM COMPONENTS (5/7) 
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» DISSEMINATION OF AGRICULTURAL SURVEY MICRODATA

• Microdata refers to unit-level data collected through a survey or interview or
administrative systems.

• Microdata dissemination offers a foundation for more nuanced and 
multidimensional analysis,

• Aware of these benefits, FAO technical assistance programs such as the 50x2030 
Initiative supports partner agencies in disseminating and promoting user access to 
these datasets.
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DISSEMINATION PROGRAM COMPONENTS (6/7) 
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» DISSEMINATION OF AGRICULTURAL SURVEY MICRODATA

access policy
Statistical 
Disclosure 

Control
Metadata

Microdata 
catalogue

Key constituents of a microdata sharing program.
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DISSEMINATION PROGRAM COMPONENTS (7/7) 
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» DATA HIGHLIGHTS

o for wide sharing through modern communication channels 
and the media.

o In today's context, an effective communication strategy, 
centered on highlighting key data points, is essential for the 
widespread sharing of statistical information

o As data plays an increasingly pivotal role in shaping 
narratives and policies, a well-orchestrated communication 
strategy becomes indispensable

AFCAS 28



A GSBPM-BASED APPROACH TO IMPLEMENTING DATA DISSEMINATION
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o Dissemination activities occur in many sub-
processes along the statistics production 
system

o Through the 50x2030 Initiative and the GSARS 
project, FAO promotes a GSBPM-based 
approach to implementing data dissemination
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Conclusion and recommendation
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▪ Official statistics serve the crucial role of meeting the evolving and diverse information 

needs of various user categories. 

▪ As these needs continually expand and diversify, it becomes imperative to cultivate and 

enhance a dissemination system 

▪ The advancements in information technology provide statistical organizations with novel 

solutions to transition towards more versatile, interactive, impartial, timely, and cost-

effective data releases,

▪ Adapting to these technological shifts is essential not only for maintaining relevance but 

also for maximizing the benefits of a more dynamic and accessible approach to data 

dissemination.
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For further information, kindly
visit: https://50x2030.org

Thank you for your attention!

https://50x2030.org/
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