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Family farming plays a critical role in 
addressing the current challenges 
posed by climate change. 

Producing about 80 percent of the 
world’s food in value terms, family 
farmers have unique potential to lead 
the transition towards more inclusive, 
effective, sustainable and climate-
resilient agrifood systems. Rooted in 
their communities and understanding 
local ecologies, they are also well 
positioned to offer contextualized, 
comprehensive, and long-term solutions 
to tackle the increasingly serious climate 
crisis. 

Food and agricultural production 
practices applied by family farmers 
– including agroecological and 
integrated systems; recycling of 
nutrients, energy and waste; natural 
pest control; crop diversification; 
and efficient management of natural 
resources and soil health – present 
promising opportunities to address 
climate change, given that they allow 

high-level adaptation capacity to new 
environmental circumstances.  
This adaptation capacity is 
embedded in the local knowledge 
that is being continuously renewed 
through observations and farmers’ 
experimentation. 

The application of these practices will 
reduce the need for external inputs, 
lower production costs and strengthen 
resilience and economic viability. They 
will also generate positive externalities 
and contribute to climate change 
adaptation and mitigation. 

Empowering family farmers as part 
of climate actions at global, regional, 
national and local levels across agrifood 
systems will therefore be fundamental, 
while also dependent on national and 
local ecosystems and the cultural and 
socioeconomic contexts.

Climate change has 
impacts on family farming. 
Despite family farmers’ key role, evidence shows they are often more 
vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Given the structural 
inequalities that result from poverty and social exclusion, they face 
multiple barriers and have limited resources to adapt. They may lack 
access to assets, information, technology, markets, and financial support 
for climate-resilient farming. A key constraint regarding limited and 
uneven access to productive natural assets, such as water and land, is 
further amplified by climate change.
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•	 Promoting integrated public policies 
improving and securing family farmers’ 
access to and sustainable use of natural 
resources, value-adding activities and 
marketing strategies.

•	 Strengthening family farmers’ capacities 
(knowledge and practices) to support 
the transition towards more sustainable 
production practices, allowing the 
conservation and renewal of natural 
resources.

•	 Dedicating specific attention to 
the empowerment of farmers and 
local communities, embracing 
both traditional good practices and 
innovations and building on science-
based evidence.

•	 Promoting the integration of equality, 
inclusiveness and diversity of country-
level climate change strategies and 
actions. 

•	 Improving country-level, integrated 
climate decision-making processes 
with the effective involvement and 
participation of family farmers.

The United 
Nations Decade 

of Family 
Farming  

2019-2028 
(UNDFF) 
promotes 

family farming 
as key for 

climate-resilient 
agrifood 
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In Argentina, Brazil, the Dominican 
Republic and the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia, family farmers receive technical 
assistance to adopt agroecological 
practices and to produce organically, 
boosting their income and enabling 
them to access new markets.  

In Cambodia, Ecuador, Kyrgyzstan, 
Nepal and Nicaragua, women and 
young farmers receive training on 
sustainable management of natural 
resources, agroecology, biodiversity 
and organic agriculture. 

In Cuba, climate initiatives include 
methods of biological pest control, 
development of drought-resistant 
seeds, and strengthening of 
agroforestry systems.

In Brazil, El Salvador and Türkiye, 
different initiatives are designing 
ecosystem and landscape restoration, 
reforestation, and afforestation 
programmes. 

Different climate-resilient strategies 
and sustainable production practices 
have been adopted, such as 
permaculture nutrition gardens in 
Eswatini, rooftop cultivation and 
soil-less cultivation in Egypt, kitchen 
gardening in India, and biofertilizers in 
Indonesia and Peru. 

In Indonesia and Portugal, community 
training centres for farmers are 
implementing demo site plots and 

professional training using agroecology 
and regenerative approaches in 
agriculture.

In Japan, different initiatives are 
involving livestock farmers in the 
mitigation of greenhouse gas 
emissions, supporting small-scale 
forest producers and developing 
strategies to reduce the environmental 
impact of the aquaculture industry.

Madagascar is piloting an agricultural 
insurance project to support farmers 
who are coping with the effects of 
climate change, improving the resilience 
of farmers and promoting financial 
inclusion. 

In Mexico and Paraguay, rural 
communities and Indigenous Peoples 
receive support to adopt new 
technologies to work with forest 
products and to make their economic 
activities more sustainable.

In Spain, payments for environmental 
services contribute to greater 
crop diversification and advances 
in environmental preservation, 
biodiversity protection and soil 
improvement.

In Sierra Leone, Timor-Leste and 
Zimbabwe, rural youth have access to 
green jobs and are participating in the 
transition to the green economy.

Putting family farmers at the centre of 
the transition to climate-resilient agrifood 
systems: successful experiences  
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http://www.renama.org/
https://www.unicafes.org.br/noticia/cooperativa-da-bahia-inaugura-laboratorio-de-classificacao-sensorial-de-cafe
https://viacampesina.org/es/federacion-de-caficultores-del-fedecares/
https://viacampesina.org/es/federacion-de-caficultores-del-fedecares/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XOsqjwgnrs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XOsqjwgnrs
https://www.theclimakers.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Cambodia-Phanna-Chhoem-Executive-Secretary-and-Assistant-of-the-Cambodian-Farmer-Federation-Association-of-Agricultural-Producers-CFAP.pdf
https://www.agricultura.gob.ec/mag-capacita-a-sus-tecnicos-en-sistemas-participativos-de-garantia-para-promover-produccion-sostenible-con-fortalecimiento-organizativo/
https://asianfarmers.org/kyrgyzstan-ishker-kg-womens-cooperative-cooperative-development-as-a-response-to-crisis/
https://csrcnepal.org/promoting-community-led-and-climate-resilience-land-agriculture-practices-for-sustainable-livelihood-of-rural-communities-cri/
https://www.ifad.org/es/web/operations/-/proyecto/2000001242
https://www.ifad.org/es/web/latest/-/proyecto-financiado-por-el-fida-incrementara-la-produccion-de-cafe-y-cacao-en-el-este-de-cuba
https://www.greenclimate.fund/document/mitigation-and-adaptation-climate-change-under-agroforestry-systems-cocoa-production-amazon
https://www.fao.org/elsalvador/noticias/detail-events/ru/c/1400834/
https://www.ifad.org/documents/38714170/43873939/biodiversity_advantage_2021.pdf/73876231-652f-f55e-3286-eda9f89dcae1?t=1633526569762
https://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/tools/toolbox-for-sustainable-use/details/en/c/1418431/
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/momentum-for-change/activity-database/momentum-for-change-the-future-of-green-roofs-in-egypt
https://icar-nrri.in/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/142_Kitchen-Garden-FINAL.pdf
https://viacampesina.org/en/president-jokowi-expands-the-application-of-agroecological-agriculture-and-continues-organic-fertilizer-subsidies/
https://agraria.pe/noticias/capacitan-cafetaleros-de-cusco-y-selva-central-para-la-recon-31644
https://westpapuadaily.com/agriculture-ministry-efforts-improve-agricultural-human-resources.html
https://cna.pt/news/show/448
https://summitdialogues.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Japans-Vision-for-Sustainable-Food-Systems-and-Commitments-from-Japanese-Stakeholders.pdf
https://farmersreviewafrica.com/a-new-ifc-study-shows-strong-demand-for-climate-insurance-among-malagasy-farmers/
https://www.gob.mx/agricultura/articulos/produccion-para-el-bienestar-alcances-y-resultados-de-la-estrategia-de-acompanamiento-tecnico
https://www.ifad.org/en/web/operations/-/project/1100001750
https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/prensa/ultimas-noticias/la-aplicaci%C3%B3n-del-pago-verde-ha-propiciado-importantes-avances-en-t%C3%A9rminos-de-biodiversidad-y-mejora-del-suelo/tcm:30-542970
https://www.donorplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FAO_greenjobs.pdf
https://www.donorplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FAO_greenjobs.pdf
https://www.donorplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FAO_greenjobs.pdf


Learn more:

UNDFF Global Action Plan 

Second report on the implementation of the UNDFF in 2021-2022

FAO Strategy on Climate Change 2022-2031

FAO Action Plan 2022–2025 for the implementation of the FAO 
Strategy on Climate Change
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Contact us:

Partnerships and UN Collaboration Division (PSU)

Family-Farming-Engagement@fao.org

https://www.fao.org/family-farming-engagement

@FAOFFKP

https://www.fao.org/3/ca4672en/ca4672en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/members-gateway/news/detail/en/c/1652125/#:~:text=The%20second%20Report%20on%20the,achievement%20of%20the%20SDGs%20and
https://www.fao.org/3/cc2274en/cc2274en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CC7014EN
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/CC7014EN
mailto:Family-Farming-Engagement%40fao.org?subject=
https://www.fao.org/family-farming-engagement
https://twitter.com/FAOFFKP

