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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT

This is the report of the Sixth Meeting of the Global Record Informal Open-Ended Technical and
Advisory Working Group held in Rome on 12 December 2022. The conclusions of the meeting, as
agreed by participants, are an integral part of the report.

The material in the appendixes is reproduced as submitted.

ABSTRACT

The sixth Meeting of the Global Record Informal Open-Ended Technical and Advisory Working
Group (GRWG) was held in Rome on 12 December 2022,

The meeting was attended by experts from FAO Members, intergovernmental organisations and
international non-governmental organisations. Issues discussed included confidentiality and data
security matters, new features of the information system, role of regional fisheries bodies in data
exchange, role of the Global Record in support of the implementation of international instruments
and assistance to developing States.

The GRWG agreed 1) on the need for an increased action by States, to increase the amount of
information and ensuring that it remains up to date; 2) that the vessel type data field is important
for the identification of a vessel and that is should be considered for inclusion as an essential data
field of the Global Record; 3) on the importance of sharing information on ownership, beneficial
ownership and operators for conducting risk analysis and called on the Secretariat to propose
solutions on how such information could be shared in a secure manner for analysis by the GRWG;
4) on the importance to use multiple factor authentication to further Global Record account
security; 5) on the inclusion of the possibility for registering multiple VMS types to a vessel within
the Global Record; 6) on the RFMO IUU lists to be fully integrated within the Global Record as
an important marker for risk analysis; 7) on the usefulness of a feedback mechanism between the
GIES and the Global Record for the purpose of data conflict notification; 8) on assessing the
benefits of the inclusion of a crew module to be included in the Global Record, in consultation with
the ILO and IMO Secretariats, and to also consider as part of this module a tracking of captains
having recognized to be involved in IUU fishing; 9) on the facilitation of data exchange through
application programming interfaces or by using the UN/FLUX standard; and 10) on the importance
of interagency cooperation for the purpose of information exchange on fishing vessels.
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OPENING OF THE MEETING

1. The sixth meeting of the Global Record Informal Open-Ended Technical and Advisory Working
Group (GRWG) was held in FAO Headquarters on 12 December 2022. The meeting was attended by
74 FAO Members and by 11 FAO Observers for a total of 172 participants who attended in person
and virtually. The list of participants is attached as Appendix B. The documents placed before the
Meeting are listed in Appendix C.

2. Ms Alicia Mosteiro, Fisheries Officer and Technical Secretary of the meeting, called the meeting
to order and welcomed the participants.

3. Mr Matthew Camilleri, Senior Fisheries Officer, Leader, Global and Regional Processes
(Fisheries), provided introductory remarks.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETING

4. The FAO Secretariat presented the agenda and arrangements for the Working Group. The agenda
was adopted without any changes as attached in Appendix A.

STATE OF AFFAIRS OF THE GLOBAL RECORD

5. The FAO Secretariat provided an overview of the current state of affairs of the Global Record
programme, including:

- An overview of the team working on the Global Record, and collaborations within FAO
supporting this programme of work.

- The launch of the second version of the Global Record and its architecture;

- The Global Record environments planned to be rolled out and their purposes;

- The main components and features of the second version of the Global Record;

- The status of information shared by States through the Global Record.

6. The Secretariat noted that background information on each agenda item could be found within
the Working Document GRWG6/2022/2.

7. The Working group welcomed the work of the Secretariat in the release of the second version of
the Global Record and some noted that they were looking forward to testing the system.

8. The Working Group emphasised the importance of the Global Record for combatting TUU
fishing and in this regard noted the importance that States continue to input their fleets into the system
and keep them up to date.

CONFIDENTIALITY AND DATA SECURITY

9. The FAO Secretariat informed the Working Group that the vast majority of States that have
submitted information on their fleets to the Global Record have not provided information on the
vessel operators, owners or beneficial owners despite its importance in effectively combatting illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing). Confidentiality of personal data was noted as a
factor that could limit sharing of such information as all data in the Global Record is publicly
accessible.



10. The FAO Secretariat emphasised the importance placed on data and system security in the design
and development of the second version of the Global Record, and described the various measures
taken in this regard.

11. The Working Group welcomed the emphasis placed on security within the new version of the
system.

12. Some States noted that due to national laws on personal data, they were not able to share certain
information on individuals such as vessel representatives and owners.

NEW FEATURES OF THE INFORMATION SYSTEM

13. The FAO Secretariat noted that with the initial development of the second version of the Global
Record being complete, the team was now in a position to develop new features. Key features and
aspects currently being prioritized by the Secretariat based upon discussions and recommendations
from previous Global Record Working Groups include:

- Upload and edit through online forms;

- Connection to national and regional vessel registers and records;

- Advanced user management;

- National Focal Point information page ;

- Bulk upload guide;

- Dynamic dashboard.
14. The FAO Secretariat noted that close to half of the vessels contained within the Global Record
do not have vessel type information specified within the system. Due to the importance of this field,

the Working Group was asked to consider the expansion of the current essential data fields for
uploading vessels to the system with the inclusion of the vessel type data field.

15. In follow-up to discussions made at the Joint FAO/ILO/IMO Working Group on IUU fishing
and related matters (JWG-IUU) and the established linkages between IUU fishing and issues related
to labour standards onboard fishing vessels, the FAO Secretariat asked the Working Group whether
an evaluation should be carried out in conjunction with the ILO on the potential inclusion of a crew
module within the Global Record.

16. The Working Group discussed on which features should be prioritised for future development
as well as small amendments that should be made to the system, as well as on the potential inclusion
of a module detailing information on the vessel crew.

ROLE OF REGIONAL FISHERIES BODIES (RFBS) IN DATA EXCHANGE

17. The FAO Secretariat presented the key role that regional fisheries bodies play in the facilitation
of data exchange to the Global Record, and noted that plans are in place to establish data connections
with certain bodies.

18. The Working Group noted that connecting with regional systems would be beneficial in reducing
duplication of effort for States as well as for increasing the vessel coverage contained within the
Global Record.



ROLE OF THE GLOBAL RECORD IN SUPPORT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS

19. The FAO Secretariat introduced the current role and further potential of the Global Record as a
tool to support the implementation of various international instruments, including:

- The FAO Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA);

- The FAO Compliance Agreement;

- The Voluntary Guidelines for Transshipment;

- The Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation Schemes;
- The IMO Cape Town Agreement;

- The ILO Work in Fishing Convention.

20. The GRWG recognized the key role of the Global Record in supporting the implementation of
various international instruments and further encouraged participation by all FAO Member States by
submitting information and keeping it up to date.

ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING STATES

21. The FAO Secretariat presented on activities carried out and plans going forward to supporting
the uptake of the Global Record by States as undertaken under the FAO Global Capacity
Development Programme with the support of financial contributions from the European Union,
Spain, Sweden and USA. This related to activities covering, awareness raising, support to attend
GRWG meetings, in-country technical assistance for the assessment of national systems or IT support
for automatic linkages, Backstopping support, through a dedicated Help Desk and direct training on
the Global Record.

22. The GRWG welcomed the support provided by donors and the FAO Secretariat and called for
additional efforts to strengthen the Programme to be able to assist additional developing States.

ADOPTION OF CONCLUSIONS OF THE MEETING

23. The GRWG welcomed the increased capacity and the work of the FAO team working towards
the implementation of the Global Record. The group welcomed the release of the second version of
the Global Record and looked forward to testing the new system.

24. The GRWG recalled that it is the role of States to supply information on their vessel fleet. In this
regard, called upon increased action by States, including, the participation of new States, increasing
the amount of information submitted by those already participating and ensuring that such
information remains up to date.

25. The GRWG emphasised the importance of the availability of various data exchange mechanisms
as a means of facilitating data upload by States. In this regard, welcomed the connection between the
Global Record and S&P Global, the improvements to the bulk upload mechanism and looked forward
to the implementation of automatic exchange with regional and national systems and the ability to
upload and edit information through online forms.

26. The GRWG noted that not all vessel registration ports currently have a UN/LOCODE. In this
regard, the Group welcomed the UNECE providing a process whereby ports not currently registered
with a UN/LOCODE could be registered within 6 months of asking, and that new types or categories
of ports could be added in the UN/LOCODE registry in the future if deemed necessary. The Group
expressed concerns that these 6 months can be too long in some cases.



27. The GRWG agreed that the vessel type data field is important for the identification of a vessel
and that it should be considered for inclusion as an essential data field of the Global Record at the
next GRWG. In the meantime, FAO Members are encouraged to supply this information.

28. The GRWG emphasised the necessity for States to maintain their Global Record National Focal
Points updated and called for this information to be available to users, which could be used to resolve
for example vessel flag registration conflicts. In this regard, welcomed plans by the Secretariat to
provide information on Global Record National Focal Points, within the user area of the application.

29. The GRWG highlighted the importance of sharing information on ownership, beneficial
ownership and operators for conducting risk analysis, however noted that the priority should be to
complete information on vessel identification. The Group noted that many States have laws limiting
the sharing of personal information and in some cases also company information. Therefore, the
Group called on the Secretariat to propose solutions on how such information could be shared in a
secure manner for analysis by the GRWG at the next meeting, whilst remaining a non-essential data
field.

30. The GRWG noted the importance of the use of multiple factor authentication to further Global
Record account security.

31. The GRWG called for the inclusion of the possibility for registering multiple VMS types to a
vessel within the Global Record.

32. The GRWG called for the RFMO IUU lists to be fully integrated within the Global Record, as
an important marker for risk analysis.

33. The GRWG considered that it would be useful to have a feedback system between the GIES and
Global Record for the purpose of data conflict notification.

34. Noting the relevance to the work of the Joint FAO/IMO/ILO Working Group on IUU Fishing
and Related Matters, the GRWG invited the Secretariat to assess the benefits of the inclusion of a
crew module to be included in the Global Record, in consultation with the Secretariat of the ILO and
IMO, to be considered at the next GRWG. The Group also highlighted that as part of this module, a
tracking of captains having recognised to be involved in [UU fishing could be considered. The Group
however noted that such a development should only be considered after main functionalities of the
Global Record are completed.

35. The GRWG called for the facilitation of data exchange through application programming
interfaces or by using the UN/FLUX standard, and consider upload use cases such as that of all FAO
Members.

36. The GRWG reiterated the importance of interagency cooperation for the purpose of information
exchange on fishing vessels.

37. The GRWG emphasised the importance of the Global Record as a tool to tackle IUU fishing,
such as through its key role in supporting the implementation of various international instruments.

38. The GRWG noted that consideration should be made for developing States which may require
technical assistance to build their capacity in order to more effectively upload information onto the
Global Record and welcomed projects under the FAO Global Capacity Development Programme
which aim to support States in this regard.



DATE AND VENUE FOR THE NEXT MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP

39. The next meeting of the GRWG is to be hosted by Panama in March 2024, back-to-back with
the fourth meeting of the PSMA Technical Working Group on Information Exchange (TWG-IE).

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

40. The meeting was closed at 17hrs on 12" December 2022.
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APPENDIX A

AGENDA AND TIMETABLE

Monday 12 December 2022
Morning, 10:00—12:30

Opening of the meeting
Adoption of the agenda and arrangements for the meeting
State of affairs of the Global Record
Confidentiality and data security
LUNCH

Afternoon, 14:00 — 16.:30
New features of the information system

Role of Regional Fisheries Bodies (RFBs) in data exchange

Role of the Global Record in support of the implementation of international
instruments

Evening, 17:00—19:30

Assistance to developing States

Adoption of conclusions of the meeting

10. Date and venue for the next meeting of the Working Group

11. Closure of the meeting
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