
Preamble
Water scarcity remains one of the greatest challenges of the twenty-first century, especially for the 
agriculture sector. The Global Framework on Water Scarcity in Agriculture (WASAG) embodies the active 
commitment to deal with this challenge collaboratively as manifested in the adoption of the Rome 
Statement on Water Scarcity in Agriculture on 20 April 2017 during its first meeting of partners.

The First WASAG International Forum – which took place in Praia, Cabo Verde, from 19 to 21 March 
2019 with the theme of “Leaving no one behind” – adopted the Praia Commitments as a firm first step 
towards decisive actions.

Soon after, WASAG developed a strategy for 2021-2024 with the title “Turning Water Scarcity into 
opportunities for sustainable agriculture, food security and nutrition”. Its partners, driven by this objec-
tive, worked together freely and innovatively to implement the strategy, despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic. WASAG has held webinars and virtual workshops, resulting in several knowledge products as 
published on its website. 

2nd WASAG International Forum, 
7–10 February 2023 in Praia, Cabo Verde

THE PRAIA CALL FOR ACTION

WASAG also continues steadily to receive recognition and the mandate to 
support countries in finding solutions to cope with water scarcity in agri-
culture in the face of climate change, as expressed during the meetings of 
the Committee of Agriculture (COAG) and the Committee on Food Security 
(CFS) of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

Consequently, while in the aftermath of COVID-19, the Prime Minister of 
Cabo Verde, His Excellency Mr Ulisses Correia e Silva, together with the 
FAO Director-General, Mr QU Dongyu, invited the partners and stake-
holders of WASAG to reconvene in Praia, Cabo Verde, from 7 to 10 
February 2023, the Second WASAG International Forum with 
the theme “Making Agriculture more resilient for climate 
change: an opportunity for action and collaboration”, 
during which participants adopted the Praia Call 
for Action as a second step towards deci-
sive and concrete action to be taken.
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2019 with the theme of “Leaving no one behind” – adopted the Praia Commitments as a firm first step 
towards decisive actions.

Soon after, WASAG developed a strategy for 2021-2024 with the title “Turning Water Scarcity into 
opportunities for sustainable agriculture, food security and nutrition”. Its partners, driven by this objec-
tive, worked together freely and innovatively to implement the strategy, despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic. WASAG has held webinars and virtual workshops, resulting in several knowledge products as 
published on its website. 

The participants of the Second WASAG International Forum, consisting of 
government and Intergovernmental Organizations, UN agencies, Academia 
and Research Institutions, Civil Society Organizations and Non-Governmen-
tal Organizations, Professional and Private Sector Organizations, consisting 
collectively of partners and stakeholders of WASAG,

• Recognizing the confirmation of the continued and extraordinary 
commitment and leadership demonstrated by the Government of Cabo 
Verde at the highest level by hosting for two consecutive times the 
WASAG International Forum and by providing adequate resources for a 
successful forum,

• Recognizing the resilience of the people of Cabo Verde to water scarcity 
in agriculture and the opportunity provided to experience uniquely in 
the field all the facets of water scarcity in agriculture and the efforts to 
find solutions in the country,

• Appreciating the consistent supportive role that the Government of 
Cabo Verde, Switzerland and Italy provide to WASAG, both politically 
and otherwise,

• Appreciating the continued mandate given to WASAG to support its 
members in finding solutions to water scarcity, 

• Recalling the endorsement of WASAG by 83 Ministers of Agriculture 
during the 9th Berlin Agriculture Ministers’ Global Forum for Food and 
Agriculture,

• Acknowledging that water scarcity in agriculture will only get worse in the future,

• Adopting the offer by the Government of Cabo Verde to make Praia the Capital city of WASAG,

Recommended that:

1. All Members Countries are invited to become partners 
of WASAG.

2. A Member Country is designated to Chair WASAG, 
starting with Cabo Verde.

3. FAO convenes, every two years in its headquarters in 
Rome, a Water Dialogue on WASAG with all the 
Member Countries, where WASAG will report on the 
progress made, receive an updated mandate and 
mobilize the required support.

4. The WASAG Forum is convened in Praia every other 
second year to provide space to partners and stake-
holders for sharing solutions and progress towards 
tackling water scarcity in agriculture.
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commitment to deal with this challenge collaboratively as manifested in the adoption of the Rome 
Statement on Water Scarcity in Agriculture on 20 April 2017 during its first meeting of partners.
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WASAG also continues steadily to receive recognition and the mandate to 
support countries in finding solutions to cope with water scarcity in agri-
culture in the face of climate change, as expressed during the meetings of 
the Committee of Agriculture (COAG) and the Committee on Food Security 
(CFS) of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

Consequently, while in the aftermath of COVID-19, the Prime Minister of 
Cabo Verde, His Excellency Mr Ulisses Correia e Silva, together with the 
FAO Director-General, Mr QU Dongyu, invited the partners and stake-
holders of WASAG to reconvene in Praia, Cabo Verde, from 7 to 10 
February 2023, the Second WASAG International Forum with 
the theme “Making Agriculture more resilient for climate 
change: an opportunity for action and collaboration”, 
during which participants adopted the Praia Call 
for Action as a second step towards deci-
sive and concrete action to be taken.



Re
le

va
nc

e 
of

 P
ra

ia
 C

al
l f

or
 A

ct
io

n 
to

 e
ac

h 
of

 W
AS

AG
’s

 th
em

at
ic

 a
re

as
 (c

on
tin

ue
d)

Re
fe

r t
o 

th
e 

fu
ll 

te
xt

 o
f t

he
 P

ra
ia

 C
al

l f
or

 A
ct

io
n 

fo
r d

et
ai

ls
 o

n 
ea

ch
 a

ct
io

n

Water and 
migration

Drought 
preparedness

Financing 
mechanisms

Water and 
nutrition

Sustainable 
agricultural water 

use

Saline agriculture

Inclusive 
farmer-led water 

management
Unconventional 

sources of water

Dryland 
agriculture

Innovation, 
technology, data 

and science 

Capacity building, 
involving women 

and youth

Water, energy, 
food and 

environment 
(WEFE) nexus

9.
   

In
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
sa

fe
 re

us
e 

of
 w

as
te

w
at

er
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 n
on

-c
on

ve
nt

io
na

l w
at

er
 re

so
ur

ce
s 

in
 

ag
ric

ul
tu

re
 a

s 
on

e 
of

 th
e 

ke
y 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

 to
 a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
w

at
er

 s
ca

rc
ity

 in
 

ag
ric

ul
tu

re
 a

nd
 a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
w

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

fo
r t

he
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
of

 h
ea

lth
y 

an
d 

sa
fe

 fo
od

 a
nd

 
th

e 
co

ns
er

va
tio

n 
an

d 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.
√

√
√

√
√

10
. D

ev
el

op
in

g 
cl

im
at

e-
se

ns
iti

ve
 a

nd
 w

at
er

-p
ro

du
ct

iv
e 

in
te

rv
en

tio
ns

 fo
r d

ry
la

nd
 a

gr
icu

ltu
re

, 
w

ith
 s

pe
cia

l a
tt

en
tio

n 
to

 th
e 

ne
ed

s 
of

 w
om

en
, y

ou
th

 a
nd

 th
e 

el
de

rly
. 

√
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

11
. T

ac
kl

in
g 

dr
ou

gh
ts

 u
rg

en
tly

 a
nd

 p
ro

ac
tiv

el
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

ea
rly

 w
ar

ni
ng

, a
ss

es
si

ng
 im

pa
ct

s 
an

d 
bu

ild
in

g 
re

si
lie

nc
e 

ac
ro

ss
 s

oc
ia

l s
ec

to
rs

 a
nd

 e
co

lo
gi

ca
l s

ys
te

m
s.

 
√

√
√

√
√

12
. A

dd
re

ss
in

g 
th

e 
lin

ka
ge

s 
be

tw
ee

n 
hu

m
an

 m
ob

ili
ty

 a
nd

 w
at

er
 s

ca
rc

ity
 a

t 
lo

ca
l, 

na
tio

na
l, 

re
gi

on
al

 a
nd

 i
nt

er
na

tio
na

l 
le

ve
ls

 i
n 

de
di

ca
te

d 
po

lic
ie

s 
w

ith
 w

ho
le

-o
f 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

ap
pr

oa
ch

es
 a

nd
 fa

cil
ita

tin
g 

th
e 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 fi
na

nc
e 

fo
r t

he
 m

os
t v

ul
ne

ra
bl

e 
to

 w
at

er
 s

ca
rc

ity
, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
m

ig
ra

nt
s 

an
d 

di
sp

la
ce

d 
pe

rs
on

s.
√

√
√

√

13
. I

nt
en

si
fy

in
g 

th
e 

m
on

ito
rin

g 
of

 so
il a

nd
 w

at
er

 sa
lin

ity
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 th
e 

be
st

 cu
st

om
iz

ed
 

so
lu

tio
ns

 fo
r t

he
 s

oi
l a

nd
 w

at
er

 m
an

ag
em

en
t i

n 
sa

lt-
af

fe
ct

ed
 a

re
as

, s
el

ec
tin

g 
th

e 
pr

op
er

 
sa

lt-
to

le
ra

nt
 c

ro
ps

 a
nd

 s
ui

ta
bl

e 
bi

os
al

in
e 

fa
rm

in
g 

sy
st

em
s 

th
at

 c
an

 s
tr

en
gt

he
n 

fo
od

 a
nd

 
nu

tr
iti

on
 s

ec
ur

ity
 fo

r f
ar

m
er

s 
af

fe
ct

ed
 b

y 
sa

lin
ity

. 
√

√
√

√

14
. E

st
ab

lis
hi

ng
 ca

pa
cit

y 
bu

ild
in

g 
pr

og
ra

m
s,

 a
nd

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 in
cl

us
iv

e 
of

 w
om

en
 a

nd
 y

ou
th

, o
n 

fa
rm

 a
nd

 in
 th

e 
va

lu
e 

ch
ai

n,
 to

 s
tr

en
gt

he
n 

th
e 

sa
lin

e 
fa

rm
in

g 
pr

op
os

iti
on

 in
 s

al
t-

af
fe

ct
ed

 
ar

ea
s.

 
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√

15
. P

ro
m

ot
in

g 
an

d 
ad

op
tin

g 
fa

rm
er

-le
d 

ag
ric

ul
tu

ra
l m

an
ag

em
en

t a
s 

an
 im

po
rt

an
t p

at
hw

ay
 to

 
ac

hi
ev

e 
in

cl
us

iv
e,

 e
qu

ita
bl

e 
an

d 
su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
ag

ric
ul

tu
re

 w
at

er
 m

an
ag

em
en

t u
nd

er
 cl

im
at

e 
ch

an
ge

. 
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√

16
. A

pp
ly

in
g 

di
gi

ta
l a

gr
icu

ltu
ra

l w
at

er
 m

an
ag

em
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

ea
rly

 in
cl

us
io

n 
of

 u
se

rs
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 
fa

rm
er

s,
 in

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f t
he

 to
ol

s 
as

 a
 co

nd
iti

on
 fo

r s
uc

ce
ss

. 
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√
√

√

17
. U

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 t
he

 “
w

at
er

, e
ne

rg
y,

 f
oo

d 
an

d 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t 
(W

EF
E)

 n
ex

us
” 

an
d 

th
e 

po
lic

y 
tr

ad
e-

of
fs

 n
ee

de
d 

fo
r 

im
pr

ov
ed

 r
es

ou
rc

e 
go

ve
rn

an
ce

 a
nd

 m
an

ag
em

en
t, 

an
d 

up
sc

al
in

g 
op

tim
al

 u
til

iz
at

io
n 

fr
om

 th
es

e 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

un
de

r i
nc

re
as

in
g 

un
ce

rt
ai

nt
y.

 
√

√
√

√
√

√

Some rights reserved. This work is available  
under a CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO licence ©

 F
AO

, 2
02

4 /1
/0

4.
24

C
D

03
33

EN


