


Cover photos:

Front, left: FAO/FO-6120/M.C. Yang
Front, centre: R. Faidutti

Front, right: FAO/FO-6664/M. Kashio

Copies of FAO publications can be requested from:

SALES & MARKETING GROUP

Communication Division

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla - 00153 Rome, Italy

Back, left: FAO/FO-5043/B. Héois
Back, centre: UK Forestry Commission/1057657/J. McFarlane
Back, right: FAO/FO-6003/B. Vivattana

E-mail: publications-sales@fao.org
Fax: (+39) 06 57053360
Web site: www.fao.org




STATE OF THE

WORLD’S FORESTS

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
Rome, 2009



Produced by the

Electronic Publishing Policy and Support Branch
Communication Division

FAO

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information
product do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) concerning the
legal or development status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities,
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The mention of
specific companies or products of manufacturers, whether or not these have been
patented, does not imply that these have been endorsed or recommended by
FAO in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned.

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the maps
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO
concerning the legal or constitutional status of any country, territory or sea
area, or concerning the delimitation of frontiers.

ISBN 978-92-5-106057-5

All rights reserved. Reproduction and dissemination of material in this
information product for educational or other non-commercial purposes are
authorized without any prior written permission from the copyright holders
provided the source is fully acknowledged. Reproduction of material in this
information product for resale or other commercial purposes is prohibited
without written permission of the copyright holders. Applications for such
permission should be addressed to the Chief, Electronic Publishing Policy and
Support Branch, Communication Division, FAQ, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla,
00153 Rome, ltaly or by e-mail to copyright@fao.org

© FAO 2009



contents

Foreword v
Acknowledgements Vi
Abbreviations and acronyms Vii
Summary viii
Part 1
Regional outlook 1
Africa 2
Asia and the Pacific 12
Europe 22
Latin America and the Caribbean 32
North America 42
Western and Central Asia 52
Part 2
Adapting for the future 61
Global demand for wood products 62
Meeting the demand for environmental services of forests 72
Changing institutions 80
Developments in forest science and technology 88
Postscript
Challenges and opportunities in turbulent times 98
Annex
Table 1
Basic data on countries and areas 102
Table 2
Forest area and area change 109
Table 3
Forest growing stock, biomass and carbon 116
Table 4
Production, trade and consumption of woodfuel, roundwood and sawnwood, 2006 123
Table 5
Production, trade and consumption of wood-based panels, pulp and paper, 2006 130
Table 6
Forestry sector’s contribution to employment and gross domestic product, 2006 137

References 145






~FOreworo

tate of the World’s Forests, published biennially,

provides a global view of major developments

affecting forests. The theme for the 2009 edition is
“Society, forests and forestry: adapting for the future”.

The 2007 issue reviewed “Progress towards sustainable
forest management” with an emphasis on the “supply side”,
in particular forest resources. State of the World’s Forests 2009
places more emphasis on the “demand side”: What will
be the impact on forests of future increases in global
population, economic development and globalization? Is
the explosion in global trade having positive or negative
effects on the world’s forests? Will the forest sector
continue to have a major role in providing livelihoods for
rural communities?

This eighth edition looks forward. Part 1 summarizes
the outlook for forests and forestry in each region of
the world. FAO periodically carries out regional forest
sector outlook studies in collaboration with countries and
organizations in each region. The results of studies for all
regions are summarized and presented here for the first
time in a single publication. A main pattern that emerges
is a strong correlation between economic development and
the state of forests. Countries that are undergoing rapid
economic growth tend to struggle with immense pressures
on their forests. In contrast, regions that have already
achieved a high level of economic development are usually
able to stabilize or increase their forest area. However,
the factors affecting forests are numerous and complex,
making it difficult to draw simple conclusions or to make
reliable projections.

Part 2 considers how forestry will have to adapt for the
future. It begins with a global outlook for wood products
demand to 2030, noting changing patterns in production,
consumption and trade. Next, a chapter on environmental
services of forests probes the various market and non-
market mechanisms evolving to help forests and trees
fulfil their environmental service functions of land, water

and biodiversity protection, carbon storage and others.

A look at progress in institutional adaptation notes that
many forestry institutions are having difficulty in adapting
to rapid changes in communications, globalization and
society’s expectations. Those institutions that are willing
and able to adapt are more likely to be successful in the
future. Finally, Part 2 examines developments in science
and technology, which will continue to have an enormous
impact on the future of forests and forestry. Imagine a
world in which trees are a major source of fuel for cars,
replacing oil. Only a few years ago, this seemed like fantasy,
but today the possibility must be seriously considered.

As this edition was going to press in late 2008, the
global economy had spun into sharp decline, sparked by
the contraction of the housing sector and the subprime
mortgage crisis in the United States of America. Almost
all countries have been affected by this downturn. While
these events occurred too late to be incorporated in the
main text of State of the World’s Forests 2009, a postscript
has been added addressing the observed and likely impacts
of the economic crisis on forests and forestry. It notes that
while there is considerable uncertainty about how the
situation will unfold in the coming years, the crisis could
also provide an opportunity to chart a new path for the
development of the forest sector.

State of the World’s Forests 2009 has two main goals.
As with past editions, it is intended to serve as a source
of information to support policy and research related to
forests. In addition, I hope that it helps to stimulate creative
thinking and debate about the future of the world’s forests.

Jan Heino
Assistant Director-General
FAOQ Forestry Department





