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An overview of the experience gained from FAO capacity building projects in agricultural biotechnology and biosafety

FOREWORD

Capacity building is at the heart of FAO’s mandate. This
work is the result of an in-depth monitoring and review of
FAO capacity building activities in biosafety. Its publication
coincides with the need to share the key considerations and
recommendations stemming from the first round of projects
developed and implemented by FAO since 2002, at a time
when similar evaluations are carried out by the Global
Environment Facility - in its capacity as the designated
financial mechanism of the Convention on Biological
Diversity and its Biosafety Protocol1 - and other UN partner
agencies involved on this matter.
The analysis has been developed through an in-house desk
review of reports, studies, project documents and key issues
emerged from the meetings of the FAO working group on
biosafety, as well as external inputs. These inputs have
been constantly collected during the implementation of
the projects’ activities and further addressed at an ad-hoc
expert meeting and through regular contacts with national
counterparts.

1

	The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety was adopted in January 2000 and entered
into force in September 2003
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B U I LD I N G B I O S A F E T Y ca p aciti e s : F A O ’ S EXPER I EN C E A ND O U T L O O K

This publication highlights the key issues in biosafety
capacity building project development and implementation,
as well as future orientations. It is expected not only to
contribute to the improvement of future activities of the
Organization in this area, but also to provide inputs to
the formulation of shared biosafety strategies at global
level, in line with the Cartagena Protocol and other related
international instruments.
The first part of this publication provides a general
presentation of FAO’s conceptual framework on biosafety
as part of the broader Biosecurity framework.
The second part of the paper illustrates the portfolio of
26 (past and current) biosafety capacity building projects at
national, regional and global level as well as their structure,
components and financing modality. Training is presented
as the pivotal activity on which FAO’s approach is based so
as to build strong technical, institutional and information
sharing capacities, and ensure the safe use of modern
biotechnologies to enhance sustainable agriculture and
food production.
Each section contains considerations on experience gained.
Conclusions on the way forward indicate that partnerships,
regional dimension and expansion/strengthening of existing
networks of expertise will play an increasingly important
role in future initiatives.
All the activities analysed in this publication have been
made possible through the efforts of numerous institutions
in the interested countries, including national biosafety
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committees, ministries, universities and research institutes,
NGOs and the private sector. The precious contribution of
national project coordinators, the national and international
consultants, the experts of the FAO’s Partnership Programme
(TCDC/TCCT2), the people who participated in the training
activities, as well as FAO’s officers from headquarters and
decentralized offices, is gratefully acknowledged.
These results could not have been achieved without their
enthusiasm, competence, and dedication. We are confident
that we can count on similar pro-active participation for FAO’s
future activities in this area.

Ezzeddine Boutrif
Director,
Nutrition and Consumer Protection Division
Chairman,
Interdepartmental Working Group on Biosecurity
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	Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries / Technical Cooperation
among Countries in Transition
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