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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT
The FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 978 (Malvarosa, 2002), which deals with fish trade
relationships involving the European Union (EU) and North African Mediterranean countries, was
published in 2002 and was based on data for the 1990s. Since then, there have been a number of
changes that merit an update of this circular.
An initial and informal update was presented at the sixteenth annual conference of the European
Association of Fisheries Economists (EAFE) held at FAO headquarters (Rome, 5–7 April 2004) and at
the seventh meeting of the Sub-Committee on Economic and Social Sciences (SCESS) also held in
Rome (11–14 September 2006) (Malvarosa, 2004). This represented a preliminary and very general
update up to 2003 of the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 978. As stated in the report of
the seventh SCESS meeting, “The work developed by Ms Malvarosa was considered particularly
useful by the participants, who stressed the need to update this work, particularly in relation to changes
in legislation and international status of some countries during the process of EU accession.”
Consequently, the SCESS suggested that member countries facilitate the collection of relevant data on
import and export flows to and from Mediterranean and EU countries, among other trade data, in order
to promote analyses of market situations affecting fisheries management. Furthermore, the SCESS
suggested an update of FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 978 by expanding the scope of
the study to include all Mediterranean countries, including the Balkans, and to reflect the changes
within the legal and political situations of the countries in the General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean (GFCM) that have occurred since 2001.
These recommendations were endorsed by the GFCM in its ninth session, held in Rome,
(24–27 October 2006). GFCM is certainly aware of the need for further research into the role that the
market forces have on fisheries management and vice versa, and in particular the role of demand and
trade as an important factor in the unsustainability of fisheries.
The aim of the present document is therefore to update FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular
No. 978 by taking into account the legal and political changes that have occurred in GFCM countries
since 2001.
The document was prepared by Loretta Malvarosa from the Istituto di Ricerche Ecomiche per la Pesca
e l'Acquacoltura (IREPA) and Cassandra De Young, Fishery Planning Analyst, Fisheries and
Aquaculture Policy and Economics Division, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department. David
Dunn was responsible for editing this report.
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ABSTRACT
The aim of this paper is to analyse the trade in fish and fishery products in the Mediterranean basin.
Trade plays a key role in the economy of a country. With reference to the fisheries sector, it appears
that the influence of market forces on the management of fisheries (and vice versa) is increasing.
After an overview of recent trends in fishery production (capture fishery and aquaculture), the study
focuses on the exchange of fishery products, based on data from United Nations (UN)-Comtrade and
FAO (for international trade) and Eurostat data (for European Union [EU] trade). The analysis
considers both the quantitative and qualitative aspects of trade. The core of the study comprises an
analysis of the fish trade between the two sides of the Mediterranean basin, the EU and the non-EU
countries. At the European level, the trade in fish products between the northern and the southern
Mediterranean is of particular importance when considering recent trends in production and
consumption, as well as the legal framework covering both the production and trade sides of the
fishery sector. To cope with growing domestic demand (as a result of high and growing standards of
living, leading to increased consumption of fish products) and a decrease in fish production (caused by
a number of restrictions set by the Common Fisheries Policy [CFP] on catch and effort), EU imports
of fish products from the rest of the world are on a constant rise. In these circumstances, neighbouring
Mediterranean countries can play a key role, especially in the light of recent liberalization processes,
for example, the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (or Barcelona Process) and the Stabilization and
Association Process in the western Balkans.
The cross-sectoral analysis of fishery production and trade provides a number of conclusions and
lessons for the future of fishery management. It is recommended that policy-makers take into account
the demand and trade in fish products with regard to the sustainability of marine resources and vice
versa.
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