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Mr Ljubomir Kucié, Assistant Minister, Ministry of Agriculture of Croatia

Mister Chairman, Mister Executive Secretary, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen,
dear colleagues!

First of all, I would like to, on behalf of the Government of Republic of Croatia and the
Ministry of Agriculture, wish you all a warm welcome to Croatia and the heart of Dalmatia. Split is a
city which I believe to be a true representative of the GFCM - it has a long history and Mediterranean
flavour, traditions are what it was built upon, but it is the future that it is looking towards. I sincerely
hope you will find the time to visit and savour the flavours of the Mediterranean which are deeply
rooted in this area.

The issue of sustainable and viable fisheries and aquaculture has always been in the very heart
of the GFCM activities, and the importance of this Commission and its work in securing the future of
the resource we all share, to a greater or smaller extent, needs to be particularly emphasised. We are
all aware that the times and the tides are changing, and we all are facing greater and greater
challenges. It is becoming increasingly difficult to find the right balance, find the way and find the
means to truly take all the steps that need to be taken in order to make sure that there is a tomorrow
both for the resources and for the people that depend on this resource. I am confident that this
Commission and its efforts are the right forum to tackle these issues and that together we can strike
the right note.

Croatia has and shall continue to fully support the efforts and the work of the Commission and
its subsidiary bodies. I firmly believe that the scientific advice provided through coordinated work and
reliable, validated and verified data is the right basis upon which we can build the future work. This
work shall need further support, given the mixed characteristics of the Mediterranean fisheries, and
the specific elements of management that significantly differ in such cases from the fisheries where
only single stocks are exploited. Stronger support to future scientific work is thus called upon, if we
are to achieve our goals in the future.

Furthermore, with the changes of the times and the tides, the Commission itself needs to
explore and discuss the way forward. But, as I said — the roots we have are in our traditions and
specificities of the Mediterranean and its sub-regions, and it is in these specificities that we have to try
and find the way forward. Significant work has already been done in that respect, and the Secretariat
of the Commission needs to be commanded and recognized for all the work undertaken. Overall, the
GFCM has made huge steps towards the future already, and I am confident that further decisions shall
be taken during the forthcoming days.

Let me once more impress upon you the importance of the discussions and the decisions to be
taken during this session. Managing fisheries includes managing both the fish and the fishermen — and
I might add that sometimes it is more difficult to manage the latter. Sustainability rests on securing the
long vitality of the stocks, but just as much the long vitality of the sector. Mediterranean fisheries
have always been characterized by tradition, and industrial fisheries as is known in other seas are not
a common thing in the Mediterranean. Furthermore, this is an area characterized by highly mixed
fisheries, and very specific ecological, social, geographical and biological circumstances. All of them
need to be taken into account on equal footing, which is never an easy task, but I am confident that
this work can be done through joint efforts and cooperation.
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Although our focus has been at fisheries more than at aquaculture, allow me to use this
opportunity to point out the importance of this activity in the future. Development of the
Mediterranean region has always been linked with the sea, and marine aquaculture has been present in
this part of the world since the very beginnings of the civilization. But, what shall we do with it in the
future? This is the question that needs further discussions, and Croatia is highly interested in further
development of this activity.

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends, I hope that the meeting will be marked with success and
that the outcome will serve to promote sustainable and responsible fisheries in the Mediterranean Sea.

Thank you very much,

L. Kuci¢
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Mr Arni Mathiesen, FAO Assistant Director General — Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

Mr Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

on behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Mr Jos¢ Graciano da Silva, it is with great pleasure
that I welcome you here in the beautiful city of Split today for the opening of the 37" Session of the
General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), which includes also the seventh
Session of the Compliance Committee and the fourth Session of the Committee Administration and
Finance.

I would like at the outset to thank Croatia for hosting these very important meetings and to
acknowledge the attendance of so many representatives from States, international organizations, non-
governmental organizations and various stakeholders. This is yet another unmistakable token of the
importance of GFCM in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.

As you are well aware of, the GFCM is body created under Article XIV of the FAO
Constitution. Its regional scope makes it the preferred choice of the FAO for promoting the goals of
the Organization in general, and more specifically those linked to fisheries and aquaculture, in the
Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Therefore, the everlasting link between the FAO and the GFCM
posits an emphasis on sustainable development, food security and poverty alleviation in all policies
promoted by the GFCM. This is possible also as a result of the active role that the FAO, through its
Fisheries Department, plays in participating to developments and initiatives within the remit of
GFCM and which, often times, mirror those envisaged by the Organization. Allow me please to
provide you with a few selected and topical examples.

The history of the GFCM reveals the ability of the Commission to make notable efforts to
adapt to rising challenges linked to fisheries and aquaculture over the last 60 years and counting. The
recent reform of the GFCM, which was inaugurated in 2011 with the establishment of the Task Force
for the modernization of the institutional framework of the GFCM and which will be a paramount
subject of discussions here in Split, calls to mind the review of all Articles XIV bodies, currently
carried out under the auspices of the Organization. Progress made in this review, whose ultimate goal
is to enable Article XIV bodies to exercise greater financial and administrative autonomy in the future
while remaining within the framework of the FAO, will be examined at the FAO Conference at its
Thirty-eighth Session (June 2013). The GFCM has played, through its Secretariat, a key role in
providing a lot of useful elements to the review of all Articles XIV bodies which takes stock of
existing practices to outline the main characteristics that would allow for greater autonomy, such as an
autonomous budget.

As a matter of fact, it has been acknowledged that Articles XIV bodies have a differentiated
nature as some of them, like the GFCM, already enjoy a certain degree of autonomy and could be
ready to benefit from more flexibility to ensure the successful performance of their functions. This
could arise out of, among others, the hierarchal relationships between Article XIV bodies and the
FAO as it is proposed that Article XIV bodies should be linked directly to the offices of the relevant
Assistant Directors-General, the adoption of donor agreements by Article XIV bodies under a
delegation by the Assistant Director-General, Technical Cooperation Department and the possibility
for the identification of a clear and unique reporting line between Articles XIV bodies and the
Organization. There is a unique opportunity to align, to a greater extent, developments within the
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FAO relating to Articles XIV bodies with those expected to occur in connection with the reform of the
GFCM. I am positive that this would be beneficial for both the FAO and the GFCM.

Mr Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

another subject worth of being singled out is that of small scale fisheries. I acknowledged
already at the outset of the recent session of the GFCM Scientific Advisory Committee held in April
at the FAO HQ, that there are many commonalities between the work programme of the Fisheries
Department and the five work programmes foreseen under the 1* GFCM Framework Programme. In
that occasion I noted that synergies could have been jointly promoted by the FAO and GFCM to
address all aspects relating to small scale fisheries. I referred on the one hand to the on-going work
within the Organization on the “Guidelines on Sustainable Small Scale Fisheries” and, on the other, to
the regional “Symposium on Sustainable Small Scale Fisheries in the Mediterranean and the Black
Sea”. I am delighted to report that the Fisheries Department and the GFCM Secretariat have further
discussed the matter after and came to agreement to work together. As a result, the GFCM is expected
to participate to the Technical Consultation which will be convened at the FAO next week to finalize
said guidelines whereas the Fisheries Department will be directly engaged in the preparation of the
symposium. | am positive that the exchange of respective expertise will be advantageous to States
which will be involved in these initiatives.

Mr Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

the 37" Session of the Commission will reveal that during the inter-session GFCM has been
committed to its work plan and that progress was made in several respects. Meetings that were
convened by the GFCM committees and the Framework Programme have allowed for good progress
on important issues such as consolidating the statistical frame for data submissions, promoting
multiannual management plans at sub-regional level, the monitoring and control of fishing activities,
the management of specific resources, the fight against [UU fishing, the establishment of a good
environmental status and the development of sustainable aquaculture, including through the
implementation of the concept of Allocated Zones for Aquaculture and the promotion of the
importance of applying indicators.

A special mention is needed for the effort made by GFCM to continue promoting fisheries
and aquaculture in the Black Sea both through its ad hoc Working Group on the Black Sea as well as
through ad hoc meetings on specific issues (e.g. [UU and data collection). The outcomes emanating
from this meeting and the interest of all six riparian States should be regarded as an unmistakable sign
of interest to cooperate within the remit of GFCM. FAO acknowledges the great effort that the GFCM
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does in the Black Sea and hope that further progress will be made in the upcoming future in the joint
management of Black Sea resources.

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,

Fortunately, the oceans, fisheries management and conservation issues linked to them have
received much greater attention lately than before. This attention is not always followed by the same
amount of understanding of the issues, current situations or what there is at stake for those that rely on
the oceans for their livelihoods. Partly due to this attention many large initiatives have recently been
taken or are being prepared on ocean and fisheries matters. FAO is involved in one way or another in
most if not all of these initiatives. That I believe is a good thing particularly due to our representations
of issues that are of importance to those that rely on fisheries for their livelihoods but we find that
more support is needed.

RFBs and RFMOs are not always as visible in these initiatives as I think is warranted. There
may be reasons for that and one may be the tendency of people for while promoting a cause they have
to criticize others and find culprits to blame the state of affairs they mean to rectify. This we have all
seen and it is both unfortunate, unjustified and unhelpful. The Department has tried to promote the
participation of RFBs and on occasions made quite an effort to do so. I however believe that this
situation needs to be changed.

As you all know the FAO as an organization has been undergoing reorganisation. These
changed are quite extensive and are related to both the way we work, what we do, how we are
structured, and has also led to great changes in senior management. So many major changes are not
easy to do in a relatively short time as the case is this time and are bound to affect almost if not just
plainly everybody. In general, I believe that these changes, which basically are about introducing a
matrix structure and reduce the number of Strategic Objectives, will be positive for the Organization.
The Organization will be more focused and more cross cutting in its operations. I think that at present
we are as well advanced as can be expected at the stage we are at but still there are major
undertakings to be done and najor operational decisions still need to be taken before the new Strategic
Framework becomes operational at the beginning of next year. It may sound as if I am complaining
about the process but I am not and the main reason for that is the opportunities that come up in a
process of change like this one. They actually can far exceed the proposed changes themselves, if we
want, and give us the opportunity to make changes that we have been talking about for a long time but
never really got off the ground.

I believe this applies to RFBs and their work in relation to FI. Both COFI and the Secretariat
have been of the opinion and talked about the need for better cooperation, better support and more
synchronization in this kind of work for a while. Charity begins at home and even though as yet how
the article 6 RFBs will be handled in detail in the new SFW is not clear the department as set up a task
force to look at how we can make them more effective, more relevant and more able to participate in
wider cooperation to promote their cause. The task force is not only to concentrate on article 6 bodies
but also to help us be more effective in cooperation with other RFBs regardless of type or linkage to
FI. In the case of the article 14 bodies, GFCM in particular, their position in the SFW is much clearer
as they will eb a part of a Strategic Objective but with ring fenced resources and under the direct
supervision of the ADGS, as mentioned earlier. I ther3efore find it appropriate since this change will
take place at the beginning of next year and my personal involvement will increase to initiate an even
closer dialogue with you on how we can better work together in the future, how we canbetter
cooperate together in relation to the many oceans initiatives I mentioned earlier and strengthen our
joint position there. Basically in general how we can together better fulfil our mandates.
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I am at this stage not proposing a particular process and don’t expect you to make this a major
issue at this meeting but would welcome the opportunity to interact with you on this issue informally
over the next couple of days while I am here. We can then carry on through other methods after the
meeting and then if and when we deem it appropriate initiate something more formal, a process in line
with what we would jointly see as possible outcome in the future. I raised this issue last week at the
IOTC sessions in Mauritius and will in due course take the issue up with other RFBs.

In concluding, I would like to wish that the 37" Session of the Commission will reach our
high expectations. In am positive that, thanks to your active participation, we will deliver sound
results. The FAO is confident that GFCM will remain its flagship Article XIV body and reference
point and reiterates its support to the Commission.

Thank you very much for your attention,

A. Mathiesen
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Mr Stefano Cataudella, Chairperson of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean

Mr Arni Mathiesen, representative of the DG the FAO,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would also like to welcome you to the 37" Session of the General Fisheries Commission for
the Mediterranean, the seventh Session of the Compliance Committee and the fourth Session of the
Committee Administration and Finance as well as to thank you wholeheartedly for your participation.
I am particularly grateful to Croatia authorities that in order to host these very important meetings
have worked very hard together with the FAO/GFCM over the last months. We can all witness
together the excellent result of their efforts both in terms of efficiency and readiness, not to mention
the beautiful venue they offered.

In recent years the interest in the GFCM has exponentially increased and I am positive that
this trend is bound to continue. My attitude is justified by the importance that the fisheries and
aquaculture sectors continue to have in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. We are all aware of the
importance of technical and scientific knowledge to support policy making processes in these sectors,
but momentum is being built through the GFCM also in connection with other aspects, such as social
aspects, economic aspects, environmental aspects and geopolitical aspects. Last year I referred to the
need for the GFCM to help in reconnecting the different fragments that exist in the Mediterranean and
the Black Sea at different levels. I think that by the end of this Session of the Commission we will be
one step closer to that. Allow me to further elaborate on this.

In 2011 the Commission decided to create a Task Force in recognition of the need to endow
the FAO/GFCM with a stronger a more modern mandate. The Task Force has carried out an
enormous work last year which resulted in a set of recommendations that were made to the 36"
Session of the Commission. An amendment process was launched so that the constitutive texts of the
GFCM could be revised on the basis of the recommendations by the Task Force. At the same time, the
Commission decided not to terminate the Task Force in light of the positive contribution it gave to the
promotion of a bottom up and participatory approach in the work of the GFCM with an active
participation of the Members. Because of this, we have just had last week a second validation meeting
of the Task Force which helped us to advance in the amendment process which will be a complex and
time consuming exercise. It will be our responsibility this week to advise the Commission on those
recommendations that have to be made to follow through with this process. I personally think that the
GFCM should be given a new set of constitutive texts and I trust on you identifying the means to
reach this goal readily.

The reasons why we need a more modern GFCM are clear to everyone. I would like to
comment however on a few features that would greatly empower the Commission. We have discussed
at length about the need for the GFCM to adopt a sub-regional approach to fisheries management.
This option would effectively address the specificities of the GFCM region, from the Western
Mediterranean to the Black Sea. That would entail of course a reshuffling of the institutional
framework of the GFCM and discussions held so far pointed to the need of harmonization with the
FAO Regional Projects. The role of the FAO Regional Projects for the functioning of the GFCM has
been of paramount importance and we should make sure that we can capitalize on the excellent work
that has been done by the projects thus far. A shift toward a sub-regional approach to fisheries
management could build upon the scientific advice by the projects and further assist Members in their
efforts to manage fisheries responsibly. Obviously, this would be done in close proximity to the work
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by SAC. To this end, I would like to recall the need to facilitate the transposition of the outcomes
emanating from SAC’s work into the decision making process of the Commission. Although bearing
in mind the need to separate scientific advice based on reliable data from political considerations, I
think that the time has come for the GFCM to establish some sort of intermediate mechanism to help
us in elaborating draft recommendations. This was ultimately reiterated by SAC at its last session.

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I cannot omit to comment on the 1 GFCM Framework Programme while I have the chance
to address you. I deem impressive the progress that was achieved with this instrument that was
presented to you only twelve months ago. Thanks to the contribution of those GFCM Members that
have supported the launching of selected initiatives, which we will have the chance to review in the
days to come, the GFCM Secretariat has tackled challenging matters such as the strengthening of data
collection, the establishment of multiannual management plans and the fight against [UU fishing. By
adopting the same approach used by the Task Force, through the FWP a network of national focal
points was established and Members of the Commission were directly involved, including through
new generation electronic means. I am well aware that much is ahead of us, but the FWP was
conceived as a five years instrument that will promote sustainable development and cooperation in the
GFCM Area through enhanced management of fisheries and aquaculture. The way things started
bodes well for what lies ahead of us and I would like to express my gratitude to representatives of
Members, but also non Members, for the active cooperation and direct engagement in the activities
under the FWP. Indeed, the FWP could help the GFCM to ultimately broaden its membership so that
all riparian States in the region could commit to reach shared goals.

I would also like to express again my gratitude to the FAO and to its Regional Projects,
AdriaMed, CopeMed, MedSudMed and EastMed, while hoping that their undertakings at sub-regional
level will continue to improve cooperation within the framework of the GFCM. It is also my hope that
a similar project could be also established for the Black Sea.

In concluding, I would like to remark that the current status of marine living resources calls
for increase consciousness in order to promote responsible fisheries against the background of the
blue economy in the interest of both fishers and fish in their natural environment. We have to do this
while insisting on the important role that regional organizations can have, including within the
framework of the FAO. Similarly, we have to recognize that structural reforms have to be supported
by new generations approaches for the sake of transparency, participation and representaviness. This
means that stakeholders, such as fishermen associations and NGOs, have to be more active in
performing their observer roles.

I would like to wish you a successful and fruitful meeting that will bring to the fore clear
indications concerning measures to be taken to further increase the efficiency of the GFCM.

Thank you for your kind attention,

S. Cataudella



53

Ms Monique Pariat, Director, Directorate D: Mediterranean and Black Sea, Directorate
General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, European Commission of the European Union

Dear Mr Kucic,

Dear Mr Mathiesen,

Dear Mr President,

Dear Mr Executive Secretary,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen

First of all, on behalf of the European Union I would like to express a special thanks to the
Government of Croatia, our future Member state, for hosting this 37" Session of the GFCM in Split,
for its warm welcome and kind hospitality and for putting in place all the support needed for this
event.

I would also like to thank the GFCM Secretariat for their excellent work during the
intersession period and for making sure that our meetings run smoothly and efficiently.

Please allow me to start by underlining the relevance of the work undertaken by the Task Force so far,
which provides a valuable basis for the future work on the modernisation of the GFCM. The EU
renews its support for the process to assess if the current framework of the GFCM needs to be
reviewed.

A second element deserving our special consideration is the outcome of last year's Session in
Marrakech. In addition to the adoption of a number of recommendations aimed at improving the
conservation state for vulnerable species such as sharks, cetaceans and red coral, an important step has
been taken towards increased sustainability of fishing activities in the Mediterranean and Black Seas.
The endorsement of the guidelines for a general management framework and presentation of scientific
information for multiannual management plans for sustainable fisheries in the GFCM area paved the
way for the establishment of management measures targeting shared stocks.

In this context GFCM programmed a number of activities at sub-regional level aimed at
improving data collection and the data submission framework in the GFCM area. Subsequently joint
workshops to test the feasibility of establishing long term management plans in these sub-regions are
being held throughout 2013. We look forward to the outcomes of these tests.

Following the launch last year of the ad hoc Working Group for the Black Sea, a series of activities
were planned in this particular sub-region in line with the priorities identified by the group. Today we
can state that a number of these priorities such as the fight against IUU, data collection and the
improvement of national capacity building for aquaculture have already been addressed. Other
important activities in the field of stock assessment and the test for the feasibility of a management
plan for turbot are also scheduled for 2013. This confirms the relevant role that GFCM is playing in
the Black Sea.

In spite of all these recent positive achievements, we must be realistic and assume that
improving the decisional framework of GFCM without providing the necessary tools to ensure its
enforcement risks seriously weakening the efforts deployed so far.
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I would like to therefore insist on the need to explore the possibility of establishing GFCM control
and inspection schemes. This can be achieved by promoting cooperation among the parties and good
practices. I am convinced that ensuring a level playing field in the region is an unavoidable condition
if we want to harvest the deserved fruits. I therefore take this opportunity to encourage all parties to
cooperate to this end.

This year the European Union is tabling three draft proposals in line with the scientific advice
and with the recommendations of the SAC. These proposals concern the adoption of a management
plan for small pelagic in the Adriatic, precautionary measures with a view to foster future
management plans and a set of minimum standards for bottom set nets in the Black Sea. We are
convinced that, if adopted, these recommendations will constitute an important milestone for the
consolidation of the management framework in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. These proposals
may only have recently been sent from Brussels to the GFCM Secretariat as EU internal procedures
require that these proposals be discussed and acknowledged by EU Member states before they are
officially tabled. I hope, however, that the Parties have had the time to analyse them. We are looking
forward to discussing the proposals in the plenary and we are ready to further improve their drafting
and content with the assistance of all other delegations.

We are all facing times of crisis in the Region. We have therefore a collective duty to act in order to
ensure a sustainable management of natural resources in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea and to
create jobs that could increase our competitiveness and provide hope for the future in this Region. In
other words: we need to be ambitious.

GFCM is the place to promote enhanced dialogue and closer cooperation among coastal states. We
are all here today to progress in this direction.

We are looking forward to participate in fruitful discussions and to obtain consistent progress in the
form of concrete results

Thank you for your attention,

M. Pariat
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ASPECTS TO PROPOSED ACTIONS TO FIGHT IUU FISHING IN THE OBJECTIVES/METHODOLOGY
BE ADDRESSED BLACK SEA
Political will of the six Black Sea riparian States will be needed || To address IUU fishing in any future relevant document to be discussed and
at one point to tackle TUU fishing agreed upon by the six Black Sea riparian States
Political and
Institutional Strengthen mechanisms to facilitate cooperation and o
Aspects coordination among Black Sea riparian States, including through | Efforts to fight IUU fishing in the Black Sea should depart from the

existing international and regional agreements, and encourage
governments to integrate their body of law (also see Appendix
E) to harmonize fisheries regulations and laws

implementation of existing measures. Black Sea riparian States should more
promptly cooperate with existing international and regional agreements

Legal Aspects

Develop a regional plan of action to fight [UU fishing and
related activities in the Black Sea

Elaborate an inventory of the existing legal instruments

The lack of common rules shared by Black Sea riparian States, coupled with
the joint dimension of the problems posed by IUU fishing, calls for the
elaboration of a regional plan of action to fight IUU fishing tailored for the
Black Sea. This could be done on the basis of the FAO IPOA-IUU/other
relevant instruments

Elaborate a regional strategy to regulate small scale fisheries in
the Black Sea

Prepare a background document about the importance of
Artisanal Fisheries for the next Symposium in October 2013

Small scale fisheries account for important share of the fish caught in the
GFCM area. They have a huge value, also cultural, and have often been
overlooked by policy making, including in the Black Sea. Black Sea riparian
States are invited to actively participate in the first GFCM Workshop on
Sustainable Artisanal Fisheries (Malta, October 2013) and report there on
salient aspects of this sector. Also, they are invited to attend the FAO
Technical Consultations to be held in May 2013 (Rome)
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ASPECTS TO
BE ADDRESSED

PROPOSED ACTIONS TO FIGHT IUU FISHING IN THE
BLACK SEA

OBJECTIVES/METHODOLOGY

Scientific Aspects

Develop and agree on standard methodologies to evaluate
illegal, unreported and unregulated catches in support of stock
assessments

Species to be considered are anchovy, horse mackerel, sprat, sturgeon, spiny
dogfish, turbot and whiting. A collection of existing studies would be
necessary as a basis for the work

Inventory of data collection frameworks existing at national
level

Propose to circulate the questionnaires for data collection to the

non GFCM members (in collaboration with BSC).

Because data collection is limited in scope and national systems in the Black
Sea region lack harmonization, existing gaps and needs should be appraised.
The inventory should be carried out within the remit of those GFCM
Framework Programme actions relating to data collection (Varna, Bulgaria,
April 2013)

Provide technical assistance to strengthen capacity in the
domain of data collection/processing/analysis/sharing

Identify training activities for the next WGBS meeting.

Consider the possibility of endowing the BSC and the GFCM with efficient
and reliant data submission systems through technical support to Black Sea
riparian States

Strengthen national statistical systems of Black Sea riparian
States, including through the elaboration of common formats for
reporting of data and establishing regional common database

The replies to the questionnaires should be considered first by
the AGLFOMR and secondly by the SCSI meetings.

Ad hoc measures should be identified (e.g. separate landings of sprat from
those of anchovies) and referred to the ongoing actions relating to data
collection within the remit of the GFCM Framework Programme. Focal
points of Black Sea riparian States should work together, including by sharing
software employed by their fishing vessels, and use as reference point
existing statistical frameworks

Promote scientific research in the Black Sea through FAO
Regional

Existing initiatives should be pursued in order to build up regional
undertakings in the scientific domain
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ASPECTS TO
BE ADDRESSED

PROPOSED ACTIONS TO FIGHT IUU FISHING IN THE
BLACK SEA

OBJECTIVES/METHODOLOGY

Projects (e.g. BlackSeaFish), the GFCM Framework Programme
and any other relevant project

Results of ongoing Projects should be reported to the WGBS,
which can facilitate identifying priorities for further actions.

Technical Aspects

Elaborate a catalogue of fishing gears and vessel types used in
the Black Sea

The WGBS was informed that a new book, to be published by

October 2013, included a chapter on fishing gear in Black Sea.

(countries’ initiatives). Find complementarities, if any, with the

proposed catalogue.

Ensure that the GFCM catalogue includes in the possible
additional information could include statistics of the different
type of gears used by the different fleet segments.

Available information should be collected by Black Sea riparian States and
the GFCM could be the repository of this information

Scientific studies on selectivity should be collected. On the basis
of gaps identified in the studies, further papers should be drafted

Particular attention should be given in studies to the implications for reducing
by catch, particularly of cetaceans, and discards. The positive and negative
implications of monofilaments should be considered

MPAs have to be properly managed according to existing rules
in place in the Black Sea. Further studies should be carried out
to assist States in establishing MPAs in the Black Sea

Establish a Fisheries Restricted Area in the longer term

A network of MPAs in the Black Sea should be established and Black Sea
riparian States should consider the creation of Fishing Restricted Areas
through GFCM, where necessary

Study the mitigation of the impacts of [UU fishing on cetaceans

In view of mitigating the impacts of IUU fishing on cetaceans, a project
should be launched under the auspices of ACCOBAMS, BSC and the GFCM
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ASPECTS TO
BE ADDRESSED

PROPOSED ACTIONS TO FIGHT IUU FISHING IN THE
BLACK SEA

OBJECTIVES/METHODOLOGY

Standardization of the following instruments of management in
the Black Sea would be required: fishing seasons, fishing areas,
minimum length size of priorities species, registering and
marking of fishing gears, technical specifications for mesh size,
mitigation of by-catch and banning or progressive reduction of
discards

The WGBS and BSC should dedicate effort to propose ways of
harmonizing existing measures among riparian countries

Under the guidance of the GFCM Working Group on the Black Sea, Black
Sea riparian States should elaborate recommendations on the basis of relevant
technical elements for the States to adopt.

Other potential fora should be also considered

Technical Aspects

Perform joint stock assessments of priority species

The first Working Group on stock assessment for the black sea
will be organized in Oct-Nov 2013 together with some training
sessions. It is suggested that this first exercise will be for shared

stocks. An effort has to be done to collate information from
different countries on a limited number of priority species

(turbot, sprat, anchovy and whiting) and to be prepared in
advance to perform this joint assessment exercise.

Black Sea riparian States, including through the FAO and UNEP, should seek
funding opportunities to support research in the Black Sea. The results of
stock assessments performed for priority species should be brought to the
GFCM Working Group on Stock Assessment, the GFCM Sub Committee on
Stock Assessment and the BSC

Carry out joint surveys at sea (demersal and small pelagic
species)

Prepare a cooperation programme for extending the current
survey protocols being carried out at present to the other
countries..

Launch common initiatives, including through the FAO/GFCM framework,
for the direct evaluation of the status of the priority species
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ASPECTS TO
BE ADDRESSED

PROPOSED ACTIONS TO FIGHT IUU FISHING IN THE
BLACK SEA

OBJECTIVES/METHODOLOGY

Socio-economic
and Educational
Aspects

Awareness campaigns for the protection of Black Sea fisheries
against IUU fishing should be launched

A network of relevant actors in the Black Sea should be established to raise
awareness. The establishment of a network of experts through the BSC and
the GFCM could be instrumental to this action

Facilitate the development and involvement of NGOs,
professional associations and the civil society in the
management of Black Sea fisheries

The current lack of participation of NGOs should be considered by Black Sea
riparian States and their contribution to the conservation of the Black Sea
ecosystems and the sustainable use of their living resources could benefit
from their involvement

Invite the public opinion not to criminalize the fishery sector as
a whole because of some IUU practices

The alarming recourse to violence in relation to IUU fishing activities in the
Black Sea has to be duly addressed. Black Sea riparian States should
endeavor to promote the positive role of fisheries

Promote sustainable aquaculture activities

Opportunities for the development of aquaculture in the Black Sea should be
sought. The GFCM, through its CAQ, and EIFAAC, could cooperate to assist
Black Sea riparian States
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ASPECTS TO

PROPOSED ACTIONS TO FIGHT IUU FISHING IN THE

OBJECTIVES/METHODOLOGY

BE ADDRESSED BLACK SEA
A deterrent system to fight [UU fishing would have to ensure that controls are
Improve market control and traceability mechanisms and take performed from the net to the plate. Work done by the FAO and the GFCM
measures to minimize the trade of ITUU products could be taken into account as well as the requirements by EU regulations.
Market related measures should be developed, departing from the IPOA TUU
of the FAO
Coordination among controlling organs operating at regional level (e.g. coast
Joint adaptive inspection schemes and national observer guard, border guards and financial police) would have to be pursued,
programmes have to be envisaged including through the existing regional network of coast guards in the Black
MCS related Sea
Aspects

Carry out joint training of fisheries inspectors and other
enforcement authorities

Common training based on best practices on controls in the six Black Sea
riparian States should be organized. The GFCM could organize training
sessions with the cooperation of the EU (European Commission and if so
agreed, the European Fisheries Control Agency)

Reinforce MCS and develop cost effective options to that end

Facilitate, through competent organizations, technical assistance and capacity
building opportunities for the control of fishing fleets, including through
VMS, in the Black Sea
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