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After appointment as Somalia’s second 
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HYGIENE PROMOTION 
FAO, funded by the EU works with 
Somali actors to improve the value 
chain and general practices in handling 
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Replenishing Livestock in 
Puntland's Cyclone Affected 

Communities  
 Cyclone 03A, which swept through Puntland’s districts of Eyl, Benda 
Beyla, Dangorayo and Hafun along the eastern coast and across to 
Alula at the tip of the Horn of Africa, continues to cause suffering.

With just over 10 months since Cyclone “03A” hit parts of Somalia's semi 
autonomous region of Puntland, the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has 
moved to replenish some of the 300,000 livestock lost in tropical storm.   
In November 2013, Somali authorities declared the north-eastern region of Puntland 
hit by a tropical cyclone a disaster area. The number of people killed by the cyclone 
was estimated by local authorities to be between 100 and 300. Tens of thousands of 
livestock, especially goats and camels, also died and hundreds of homes had been 
destroyed by the cyclone. 

! Continue on page 2
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Aiding Cyclone Communities
Entire villages destroyed 
The cyclone  swept through the Eyl, Benda 
Beyla, Dangorayo and Hafun districts along the 
eastern coast and across to Alula at the tip of 
the Horn of Africa. Suffering still continues in 
the severely affected areas of Dangorayo and 
Eyl. An assessment by FAO estimated that each 
household lost an average of 80 livestock, in an 
area where rearing of goats, camels, sheep and 
cattle is a source of livelihood for the majority of 
the population. In order to help households back 
on their feet, FAO, with the help of multi-donors 
funding is currently redistributing at least 12,500 
productive goats to 500 families in the most 
affected regions. !
"With each family receiving 25 productive goats, 
we hope that they will be able to improve food 
security at household level and also provide a 
source of security and income at the same time," 
said Rudi Van Aaken, FAO's acting Head of 
Office in Somalia.  !
The US $1.2 million initiative is funded through 
a multi-donor funding mechanism under the 
UN's joint resilience building initiative that 
involves FAO, UN’s Children agency, UNICEF 

and the World Food Programme. In order to 
continue bolstering Somalia's livestock sector, 
FAO is scheduled to start a wide-ranging 
vaccination drive for PPR/SRG/CCPP and 
treatment for Endo/ecto parasites, blood 
parasites and other infectious diseases 
targeting up to 20 million livestock in all 
Somali regions. FAO’s livestock sector works 
closely with ministries and four professional 
veterinary associations to reach some of the 
most remote and inaccessible areas.  !
"These animal health interventions are very 
crucial for Somalia to sustain its very 
lucrative livestock markets in the Middle 
East, which we have seen growing 
tremendously in the last four years," said 
Cyprien Biaou, the Coordinator of FAO's 
livestock sector in Somalia.  !
In 2013, Somalia exported 4.7 million 
livestock to the Middle East, a consistent 
increase in exports since Saudi Arabia, a 
leading importer, lifted a 9-year ban on 
Somali livestock.

!
My Vision for Somalia’s 

Livestock Sector
It is my mission to foster institutional 
development, knowledge development and 
innovation to make Somalia's livestock sector  
sustainable and more globally competitive. The 
livestock sector, in spite of all problems Somalia 
has gone through, continues be a major source 
of livelihood for over 65 percent of the 
population. We remain one of the leading 
exporters of livestock globally. My long term 
goal is to continue working with FAO and other 
development partners to expand opportunities 
in the Somalia livestock sector and make it not 
only the backbone of the Somali economy but 
also most competitive in the world.   

Salim Alio Ibro, Minister of Livestock, 
Somalia Federal Government.
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Burao Somaliland - The investment by the 
United Kingdom in one of the biggest and 
most modern slaughterhouses in Somalia will 
significantly contribute towards improving 
Somalia's ailing meat industry, which has seen 
little development for the last two decades. 
Burao is located in the Horn of Africa region 
where livestock forms the basis of rural 
economy and livelihoods. Addressing a 
gathering at a handover ceremony in Burao, 
Abdirahman Zeilici, Somaliland's Vice President 
described the facility as "the best opportunity 
for Somalis to explore exporting meat after 
years of exporting live animals to the Middle 
East." 

In 2012, Somalia exported 4.7 million animals to 
the Gulf States, a trade that has grown 
exponentially since 2009 when Saudi Arabia 
lifted a 9-year ban on livestock from Somalia. 
UKaid's Sustainable Employment and 
Economic Development Programme (SEED), 
implemented by the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization, working with other organizations, 
has invested more than GBP 12.9 million to 
boost country's leading economic earner 
supporting up to 65 percent of the Somali 
population. 

Hazardous Slaughtering  

Burao’s communities consume an average of 
750 animals daily, yet the town's current 
scattered slaughter facilities remain largely 
underdeveloped. In fact, it is nothing more but 
an open-air slab. No meat storage facilities, 
such as fridges or chillers, are available and 
electricity is so unreliable that the workers, who 
slaughter at night, are often forced to work by 
torchlight. Further, there are no health and 
quality assurance measures in place. Meat is 
sold at an open-air market, exposing it to heat, 

dirt and insects. Poor disposal of slaughter 
waste exposes the public to pollution and 
noxious air. Blood and the liquid waste seep 
into the ground causing underground water 
contamination. Vultures and stray dogs roam 
the grounds 

Growth in Sight 

Burao's new, state-of-the-art slaughterhouse 
has the capacity to process over1500 sheep 
and goats and 120-150 camels/cattle daily—
potentially covering for a bigger demand than 

the current consumption in Burao. It has been 
furnished with modern equipment that will 
improve efficiency, hygiene and the working 
conditions for the staff. To ensure optimal 
abattoir operation and maximum hygiene 
compliance an overhead line-slaughter system 
has been installed. A borehole and a 45,000 
litre water tank and generator will guarantee 
the availability of running water and power. In 
the initial phase the plant will process 750 
heads of livestock per day, with the view of 
increasing the production by 100 per cent to 
also meet the future demands of the export 

market. A private investor, a Public Private 
Partnership, has already added his share of 
capital investment in form of cold chain  and 
other equipment to enable export of meat to 
foreign markets.  

"FAO has and will continue to pioneer large 
infrastructural interventions in the livestock 
sector with a goal of reinforcing the largest 
contributor to the Somali economy." said Rudi 
van Aaken, FAO's Officer-in-Charge for 
Somalia. "With the Burao slaughterhouse, we 
hope to create more jobs and income by 
opening new avenues including markets 
beyond borders." 

More about SEED 

Now ending phase two, the SEED programme 
has so far registered other milestones 
including; generation of 154,127 jobs, of which 
56,904 are short term, in Somaliland, Puntland 
and South Central Somalia, 5,700 beneficiaries 
have received demand-driven technical 
training along the livestock value chain; 70 
percent are employed or self-employed; 
Hargeisa livestock and Borama meat and 
Garowe fish markets have been constructed 
and are managed under public-private 
partnership, all attributable to the SEED 
programme. The SEED programme rolled out a 
micro-finance component to benefit mainly 
women to start income generating activities.
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Hargeisa, Somaliland - The European Union, together with its implementing partners FAO and ICIPE, 
launched a new milk sector project in Hargeisa that will support Somaliland’s food security and local industry.!

Somaliland is currently importing the majority of its milk as powdered milk, in order to meet increasing demand. 
However, with an economy largely based on livestock, the region has the potential to increase its local fresh milk 
production, mainly from camels, goats and cattle, and to produce 80% of its consumption needs. With an 
investment of 4 million EUR, the EU is supporting the sector’s value chain by focusing on institutional and sector 
capacity building, on animal health and on new marketing methods, targeting women milk vendors. It should 
also put an end to the widespread milk losses caused by poor handling along the value chain.!

“This project will support all the value chain actors in the milk sector and will provide a boost for employment 
creation in Somaliland, " said the EU Special Envoy to Somalia, Michele Cervone d’Urso, while launching the 
landmark project. "We expect the initiative to increase the income of 1,000 pastoralist and agro-pastoralist 
communities. It will also allow more than 50,000 households to have access to hygienic milk.” The EU milk 
initiative will be implemented by the International Centre for Insect Ecology and Physiology (ICIPE) and the UN’s 
the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO), working in coordination with the Somaliland Ministry of Livestock 
and the Quality Control Commission.!
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Hargeisa, Somaliland - The Food and Agriculture Organization and Somali authorities have launched ‘Clean Meat’ 
campaign, funded by the European Union, to raise awareness of meat safety in a country where livestock is the 
economic mainstay.  Each year thousands of people become ill while some die from preventable disease as a result of 
poor handling of meat. Proper meat preparation can prevent many food-borne diseases. As part of its national strategy 
to decrease the burden of food-borne diseases, UN Organization and the Somali Ministry of Livestock are working with 
meat businesses and newly created units to enforce the recently passed Meat Act to ensure all meat sold, cooked and 
eaten is safe. The first strand of the campaign focuses on the meat sector securing commitments from all stakeholder 
from lawmakers, government official to health officers acting as ambassadors for meat safety.!

“As a country heavily dependent on livestock, meat safety is a key priority and that is why I have just issued a circular 
instructing all units, departments and partner ministries to immediately implement the recently passed Meat Act,” said Dr. 
Abdi Aw Dahir, Minister of Livestock in Somaliland while addressing a joint press conference.!

The ‘Clean Meat’ campaign is the final part of a 2 million EUR funding from the European Union aimed at boosting the 
booming Somali livestock sector. Under this initiative, 24 professional meat inspectors have been trained and a quality 
assurance system developed.!

“This is only the beginning of a long road in development of a fully fledged meat safety system that does not only 
enhance public health but also boost local and international trade,” said Luca Alinovi FAO’s former head in Somalia. The 
campaign highlights the measures being undertaken to minimize the risk of food safety incidents occurring along the 
meat value chain. Isabel Faria de Almeida, Head of Section Rural Development, Social Services and Infrastructure at the EU said: “One of the long term objectives is to see 
Somali people not only eating healthy meat but starting to export meat to international markets instead of live animals.”

!
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Keeping  

 

Animal Feed 
Clean Meat for Healthier Lives   

hygienic   

Ante-mortem Inspection 

Slaughter Environment  

Post-mortem Inspection  

Storage and Transportation 

Animal feed largely 
determines the 
composition and quality 
of the meat that we 

Ante-mortem inspection 
should be considered as 
part of the overall 
inspection process. 

A well-planned, well-executed and 
controlled cleaning and sanitation 
programme for rooms, machines 
and equipment is very important to 
achieve a hygienic standard. 

Post-mortem visual inspection 
only of red meat and large 
game represents an increased 
risk to public health, animal 
health and welfare. 

Storage boxes and vehicles must 
be cleaned and disinfected 
between loads to prevent the 
survival of bacteria and disease.  

The meat hygiene project is funded by the European Commission (EC) and 
implemented by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 
partnership with Somali authorities. It aims to address meat hygiene 
challenges for safer meat and better trade across the country while 
maintaining international food safety standards. 

About this initiative   

������

FAO EU in Meat Hygiene Drive   

SHEEP EXPORTS: 
Somalia is second 
after Australia in 
global sheep exports

ANNUAL EXPORTS: 
Since the lifting of an 
export ban by Saudi 
Arabia in 2009, 
Somalia has since 
exported 20 million 
animals to the Gulf.

LIVESTOCK 
POPULATION: 
Somalia has an 
estimated population 
of 43 million 
livestock.  

Source: Australia Farm 
Institute

Source: FSNAU/FAO Somalia  Source: FSNAU/FAO Somalia 


