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BACKGROUND
Poverty eradication and the promotion of sustainable
patterns of consumption and production constitute the
overarching framework and rationale of the new global
development agenda. The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) adopted in September 2015 are particularly
focused on rural development, placing smallholders
and family farmers at the centre of many of its 17 goals.
In addition, the SDGs pay special attention to the
developmental needs of women, youth and the most
marginalized rural communities who usually depend on
agriculture for their livelihoods.
In this context, FAO restates its commitment to
reduce rural poverty, while sustaining the legacy of
the International Year of Family Farming. As part of
the strategy, it is fundamental to analyze the recent
global and regional structural transformations and the
main policy trends in family farming. The role of of
partnerships as key players to influence regional and
national processes also needs to be recognized.

OBJECTIVE
stock of main trends, key country/regional
> Take
initiatives and policy processes in family farming
and small scale agriculture as a means to achieve
rural poverty reduction.
major needs, opportunities and priorities
> Identify
to strengthen FAO’s support to family farming and
smallholders through the regional initiatives.

>

This requires a pro-active role on behalf of FAO to
continue supporting ongoing processes at the regional
and national levels, ensuring a better targeting of small
scale family farmers in the context of agricultural,
rural development and public policies including social
protection. A better integration of this issue in the
organization’s work across the Strategic Programmes ,
regional initiatives and field projects is required.
The workshop “Support to family farming and small
scale agriculture to achieve rural poverty reduction.
Opportunities and priorities to strengthen FAO
Regional Initiatives” is aimed at analyzing the main
trends in family farming and debating the strategy and
achievements of the three FAO Regional Initiatives
related to family farming and smallholders. It will assess
the impacts and gaps in FAO’s assistance to countries,
identifying areas of focus to scale up the work at policy
level and promote the collaboration across regions to
improve results.

FAO’S REGIONAL
INITIATIVES ON FAMILY
FARMING AND SMALL
SCALE AGRICULTURE
smallholders and Family Farms for
> Empowering
improved rural livelihoods and poverty reduction in
Europe and central Asia.

Improve delivery mechanisms, communication and
coordination to enhance FAO’s implementation of
the regional initiatives and their impact.

farming and inclusive food systems for
> Family
sustainable rural development in Latina America
and the Caribbean.
Small-Scale Agriculture for Inclusive
> Sustainable
Development in Near East and North Africa.

PARTICIPANTS

> Regional Initiative teams from all regions;
> Country support teams;

> FAO Representatives of selected focus countries;
> Strategic Programmes management teams;
officers from technical divisions and
> Relevant
external experts.
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teams from FAO’s Regional Initiatives on
> Delivery
Family farming and small scale agriculture;

