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List of participants

CONTRACTING PARTIES

ALBANIA

Mimoza COBANI *

Fishery & Aquaculture specialist

Fishery Directorate

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development
and Water Administration

Blv. “Deshmoret e Kombit”, Nr. 2

1001 Tirana

Tel.: +355 672055778

E-mail: cobanimimi@yahoo.com

ALGERIA

Karima GHOUL IJDER *

Conseillére du Ministre

Ministere de I’ Agriculture, du Développement
Rural et de la Péche

Rue des Quatre Canons

Alger

E-mail: karima.idjer@mpeche.gov.dz

Nadia SAICHI BOUHAFS

Inspectrice

Ministére de I’ Agriculture, du Développement
Rural et de la Péche

Rue des Quatre Canons

Alger

E-mail: nabouhafs@yahoo.fr

BULGARIA

Yancho YANEV *

Executive Director

Executive Agency for Fisheries and
Agquaculture (EAFA)

“Knyaz Aleksander Batenberg” 1, str.

Burgas

E-mail: office@iara.government.bg
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Konstantin PETROV

Fisheries Attaché

Permanent Representation of the Republic of
Bulgaria to the European Union

Square Marie-Louise 49

Brussels 1000

Belgium

Tel: + 32223583 40

Fax: +322374 9188

E-mail: konstantin.petrov@bg-permrep.eu

Violin RAYKOV

Associate Professor & Deputy Director
Institute of Oceanology

Bulgarian Academy of Science

40 Parvi Mai str.,

9000 Varna

E-mail: vio_raykov@abv.bg

Elitsa PETROVA-PAVLOVA
Associate Professor

Acting Director

Institute of Fish Resources
Agricultural Academy

Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Blvd. “Primorski”, 4

9000 Varna

E-mail: elitssa@yahoo.com

CROATIA

Josip MARKOVIC *

Head of Sector

Sector for Resources Management
and Aquaculture

Directorate of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture, Planinska 2a

10000 Zagreb

Tel.: + 385 16443189

E-mail: josip.markovic@mps.hr



Lav BAVCEVIC

Agricultural Advisory Service
Mazuraniceva 30/1

Tel.: +385 (0) 23 213 635

Fax: +385 (0) 23 213 635

E-mail: lav.bavcevic@savjetodavna.hr

CYPRUS

Lavrentios VASILIADES *

Fisheries Officer

Fisheries Licenses and Statistics

Department of Fisheries and Marine Research
Vithleem 101 Street

1416 Nicosia

Tel.: +357 99478348

Fax: +357 22775955

E-mail: lvasiliades@dfmr.moa.gov.cy

EGYPT

Mohamed Abd EI-Baki AMER *

Vice Minister for Agriculture

Head of Fisheries Sector

General Authority for Fish Resources
Development (GAFRD)

4, Tayaran st., Nasr City

Cairo

E-mail: amer_fish@yahoo.com

Madani Ali MADANI

Head

Central Administration

General Authority for Fish Resources
Development (GAFRD)

4, Tayaran st., Nasr City

Cairo

Tel.;+202 22620117 / 22620118

Fax:+202 22620117 / 22620130

E-mail: madani_gafrd@yahoo.com

EUROPEAN UNION - MEMBER
ORGANIZATION

Karmenu VELLA *

European Commissioner for the Environment,
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels, Belgium
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Hubert GAMBS

Director

Directorate D: Mediterranean and Black Sea

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: hubert.gambs@ec.europa.eu

Valerie LAINE

Head of Unit

D-2: Fisheries Conservation and Control in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Valerie.Laine@ec.europa.eu

Francisco Javier VAZQUEZ ALVAREZ

Senior Expert Fisheries science

D-2: Fisheries Conservation and Control in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Francisco-Javier. VAZQUEZ-

ALVAREZ@ec.europa.eu

Mirko MARCOLIN

Policy Adviser

D-2: Fisheries Conservation and Control in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: mirko.marcolin@ec.europa.eu

Anna ZITO

Policy Officer — Aquaculture

A-2: Common fisheries policy and aquaculture

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: anna.zito@ec.europa.eu



Amanda PEREZ PERERA

D-2: Fisheries Conservation and Control in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Amanda.PEREZ-

PERERA@ec.europa.eu

Antoni QUETGLAS CONTI
Cientifico Titular

Spanish Institute of Oceanography
Moll de Ponent, s/n

07015 Palma de Mallorca

Illes Balears,

Spain

Tel.: +34 971 133 751

E-mail: toni.quetglas@ba.ieo.es

Jan LINDEMANN

Administrator

General Secretariat of the Council of the
European Union

Rue de la Loi, 175

1048 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: jan.lindemann@consilium.europa.eu

Piebe HOTSMA

Policy Advisor

Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Economic Affairs
Postbus 20401

2500EK Den Haag, The Netherlands
E-mail: p.h.hotsma@minez.nl

Filipa CARDOSO PINTO

Agent administratif

D-2: Fisheries Conservation and Control in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union

Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: Filipa. CARDOSO-

PINTO@ec.europa.eu
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Brian SYNNOTT

Member of the Cabinet

Communication Adviser

Cabinet of the Commissioner Karmenu Vella
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
European Commission

Rue de la Loi 200

1040, Brussels, Belgium

E-mail : brian.synnott@ec.europa.eu

Andrew BIANCO

European Commission

Cabinet of the Commissioner Karmenu Vella
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
European Commission

Rue de la Loi 200

1040, Brussels, Belgium

Tel.: +32 229-96213

E-mail: andrew.bianco@ec.europa.eu

FRANCE

Benoit ARCHAMBAULT *

Chargé de mission

Bureau des affaires européennes et
internationales

Direction des péches maritimes et de
I’aquaculture

Ministere de I’environnement, de I’énergie
et de la mer

Tour Voltaire — 1 place des Degrés

92055 La Défense cedex, Paris

Tel.: +33 140818936

E-mail: benoit.archambault@developpement-

durable.gouv.fr

GREECE

Dimitra SAVVOPOULOU *

Director for Fisheries Policy & Fishery
Resources

Ministry of Rural Development and Food

150 Sygrou av.,

17671 Kallithea

E-mail: syg022@minagric.gr



ISRAEL

David OPATOWSKI *

Minister-Counselor Agricultural Affairs

Permanent Mission of Israel to the UN and
International Organizations,

1-3 avenue de la Paix

1202 Geneva, Switzerland

E-mail: agriculture@geneva.mfa.gov.il

ITALY

Riccardo RIGILLO *

Direttore Generale

Direzione Generale della Pesca marittima e
dell’ Acquacoltura

Dipartimento delle politiche competitive, della
qualita agroalimentare e della pesca

Ministero delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari
e Forestali

Via XX Settembre, 20

Rome

E-mail: pemac.direttore@politicheagricole.it

Mauro COLAROSSI

Direzione Generale della Pesca marittima e
dell’ Acquacoltura

Dipartimento delle politiche competitive, della
qualita agroalimentare e della pesca

Ministero delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari
e Forestali

Via XX Settembre, 20

Rome

Tel.: +39 3497645360

E-mail: m.colarossi@politicheagricole.it

Ilaria FERRARO

Direzione Generale della Pesca marittima e
dell’ Acquacoltura

Dipartimento delle politiche competitive, della
qualita agroalimentare e della pesca

Ministero delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari
e Forestali

Via XX Settembre, 20

Rome

E-mail: i.ferraro@agriconsulting.it
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JAPAN

Masahiro AKIYAMA *

Senior staff

International Affairs Division

Resources Management Department
Fisheries Agency of Japan

Tel.: +81 3 3502 8460

Fax: +81 3 3504 2649

E-mail: masahiro_akiyamal70@maff.go.jp

LEBANON

Dahej EL MOKDAD *

Head

Division of Forestry & National Resources
Ministry of Agriculture

Embassies Street, Bir Hassan

Beirut

E-mail: dmokdad@agriculture.gov.Ib

LIBYA

Huseen BENOWN *

Minister Plenipotentiary

Libyan Embassy

Abate Rigord Street

Ta’ Xbiex

Tel.: +356 21315715

E-mail: info@libyanembassymalta.com

Alsedieg ABDURAHMAN
Commercial Attaché

Libyan Embassy

Abate Rigord Street

Ta’ Xbiex

Tel.: +356 21315715

E-mail: info@libyanembassymalta.com
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Minister for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change

Government Farm Ghammieri

Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa
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Fisheries and Animal Rights
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Santa Venera

Andreina FENECH FARRUGIA

Director General

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change

Government Farm Ghammieri

Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa

Tel.: +356 22926841

E-mail: andreina.fenech-farrugia@gov.mt
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Director

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change
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Ingiered Road,
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Tel.: +356 22926862
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Director of Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change
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Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa

E-mail: tristan-charles.camilleri@gov.mt
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Senior Manager

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change

Government Farm Ghammieri

Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa

Tel.: +356 22926832

E-mail: emanuel.mallia@gov.mt
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Christopher COUSIN

Senior Manager

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change

Government Farm Ghammieri

Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa

Tel.: +356 22926817

E-mail: christopher.cousin@gov.mt
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Senior Manager
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Environment and Climate Change
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Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa

Tel.: +356 22926850

E-mail: lucienne.cassar@gov.mt
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Scientific Officer
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Environment and Climate Change
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E-mail: stephen.b.brincat@gov.mt
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Senior Policy Officer

Ministry for European Affairs and
Implementation of Electoral Manifesto

Agriculture and Fisheries Unit

Permanent Representation of Malta to the
European Union

25, Rue Archimede,

1000 Brussels, Belgium

Tel.: +356 22957235

E-mail: bjorn.callus@gov.mt



Observers to the Maltese delegation

Ivan BUTTIGIEG

Representative

Kooperattiva Nazzjonali tas-Sajd — KNS
Dar is-Sajjieda, Xatt is-Sajjieda,

M’ Xlokk

Tel.: +356 21688391

E-mail: fishcoop@maltanet.net

Ylenia CARUANA

Research Analyst

EU Secretariat

Ministry for European Affairs and the
Implementation of the Electoral Manifesto,

House of Catalunya, Trig Marsamxett,

Valletta

E-mail: ylenia.caruana@gov.mt
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President

Kooperattiva Nazzjonali tas-Sajd — KNS
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Scientific Research Officer
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Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change
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MRS 3303 Marsa

Tel.: +356 22926867
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Louis FRESTA

Scientific Officer

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change
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MRS 3303 Marsa
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E-mail: louis-john.fresta@gov.mt
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Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change
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Eric MUSCAT

Senior Aquaculture Officer

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture
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Environment and Climate Change
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Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa
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E-mail: eric.muscat@gov.mt
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Manager (Research projects)

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change
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E-mail: marie-louise.pace@gov.mt
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Policy Development and Programme

Implementation Directorate
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Environment and Climate Change
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Santa Vener

E-mail: arthur.perici@gov.mt
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Secretary
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M’ Xlokk
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E-mail: info@fishkoop.com
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Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change

Government Farm Ghammieri

Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa

Tel.: +356 22926825

E-mail: corinne.portelli@gov.mt
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Project Administrator

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change
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Ingiered Road,

MRS 3303 Marsa
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Rita VELLA

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Ministry for Sustainable Development,
Environment and Climate Change

Government Farm Ghammieri
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Representative
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Director

Institute of Marine Biology
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Chef de Division

Division de la Durabilité et Aménagement des
Ressources Halieutiques

Ministere de I’ Agriculture et de la
Péche Maritime

Av. Belhassan Ouazzani, Nouveau quartier
administratif — Haut Agdal

Rabat

E-mail: hassouni@mpm.gov.ma
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E-mail: haoujar@mpm.gov.ma
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Director
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Fax: +402 41 831274

E-mail: nicolaev@alpha.rmri.ro
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Roman CICMIRKO *

Senior Counsellor

Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment
Dunajska cesta 22

1000 Ljubljana

Tel.: +386 41356573

E-mail: roman.cicmirko@gov.si

SPAIN

Ramon DE LA FIGUERA MORALES *

Subdirector general de caladero nacional,
aguas comunitarias y acuicultura

Direccion General de Recursos Pesqueros y
Acuicultura

Secretaria General de Pesca

Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentacion y
Medio Ambiente

C/ Velazquez 144
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E-mail: rdelafiguera@magrama.es
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Jefa de Area
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Acuicultura
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Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentacion y
Medio Ambiente
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Tel./Fax: +34 913476161 / 6046
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Director of Planning and International
Cooperation
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Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian
Reform

E-mail: nedalhaydar@gmail.com



TUNISIA

Ridha M’RABET *

Directeur général

Direction générale de la péche et
de I’aquaculture

Ministere de I’ Agriculture, des Ressources
Hydrauliques et de la Péche

30, rue Alain Savary

1002 Tunis

E-mail: ridha.mrabet@iresa.agrinet.tn
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Directeur

Direction générale de la péche et
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Ministere de I’ Agriculture, des Ressources
Hydrauliques et de la Péche
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1002 Tunis

E-mail: mehrezbesta@gmail.com
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TURKEY

Esra Fatma DENIZClI CAKMAK
Senior Fisheries Officer
General Directorate of Fisheries
and Aquaculture
Ministry of Food, Agriculture
and Livestock
Eskisehir Yolu 9. Km. Lodumlu
Ankara
E-mail: esrafatma.denizci@tarim.gov.tr

Cagla TOZLU

EU Expert

General Directorate for EU and External
Relations

Ministry of Food, Agriculture
and Livestock

Eskisehir Yolu 9. Km. Lodumlu

Ankara

E-mail: cagla.tozlu@tarim.gov.tr



COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES

GEORGIA UKRAINE
Irine LOMASHVILI * Yarema KOVALIV *
Chief Specialist Chairman
Biodiversity Protection Service State Agency of Fisheries of Ukraine
Ministry of Environment and Natural 45a, Sichovykh Striltsiv str.
Resources Protection of Georgia 04053 Kyiv
6, Gulua street, 0114, E-mail: info@darg.gov.ua
Thilisi
E-mail: irinaloma@yahoo.com Vasyl TUROK
Head

Department of International Cooperation
State Agency of Fisheries of Ukraine
453, Sichovykh Striltsiv str.

04053 Kyiv

E-mail: inter@darg.gov.ua

NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Suada HADZIC Alexander OKHANOV
Head of Department Counselor
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Permanent mission of the Russian Federation
Relations to FAO
Musala 9, Via Gaeta 5,
Sarajevo 00185 Rome, Italy,
E-mail: suada.hadzic@mvteo.gov.ba E-mail: rusfishfao@mail.ru
OBSERVERS
PALESTINE

H. E. Mai AL KAILA

Ambassador of Palestine to Italy

Office of the Observer of Palestine to FAO
Embassy of Palestine to Italy

Viale Guido Bacelli, 10

00153 Rome, ltaly

E-mail: roma@ambasciatapalestina.com
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OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

ACCOBAMS

Chedly RAIS

Consultant

ACCOBAMS (Agreement on the
Conservation of Cetaceans in the Black
Sea Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous
Atlantic Area)

Jardin de ’'UNESCO

Les Terrasses de Fontvieille

98000 Monaco, Principality of Monaco

E-mail: chedly.rais@okianos.org

CIHEAM

Bernardo BASURCO

Administrator. Fisheries and Aquaculture

International Centre for Advanced
Mediterranean Agronomic Studies

(CIHEAM)

Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of
Zaragoza (IAM2Z)

Avenida de Montafiana 1005

50059 Zaragoza, Spain

E-mail: basurco@iamz.ciheam.org

Massimo ZUCCARO

Expert

International Centre for Advanced
Mediterranean Agronomic Studies

(CIHEAM) — Bari

Via Ceglie, 9

70010 Valenzano, Italy

E-mail: zuccaro@iamb.it

EUROFISH

Aina AFANASJEVA

Director

H.C Andersens Boulevard 44-46
1553 Copenhagen, Denmark

Tel.: + 45333 777 68

Fax: + 45 333 777 56

E-mail: aina.afanasjeva@eurofish.dk
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MEDAC

llaria VIELMINI

Marine scientist

Oceana

Leganitos, 47

28013 Madrid, Spain

E-mail: ivielmini@oceana.org

UNEP-MAP

Habib ELHABR

Deputy Coordinator

United Nations Environment Programme
Vassileos Konstantinou 48,

11635 Athens, Greece

E-mail: habib.elhabr@unepmap.gr

UNEP-MAP RAC/SPA

Mehdi AISSI

Project manager

(Biodiversity and NIS component)

UNEP-MAP Regional Activity Centre for
Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA)

Boulevard du Leader Yasser Arafat — B.P. 337

1080 Tunis cedex, Tunisia
E-mail: mehdi.aissi@rac-spa.org

Daniel CEBRIAN

SAP/BIO Coordinator

UNEP-MAP Regional Activity Centre for
Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA)

Boulevard du Leader Yasser Arafat — B.P. 337

1080 Tunis cedex, Tunisia
E-mail: daniel.cebrian@rac-spa.org



OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL / CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

LIFE

Marta CAVALLE

Mediterranean Coordinator

Low Impact Fishers of Europe (LIFE)
¢/ Major de Sarria, 49

Barcelona, Spain

E-mail: med@lifeplatform.eu

Maria Angela RODRIGUEZ

Member

Low Impact Fishers of Europe (LIFE)
¢/ Major de Sarria, 49

Barcelona, Spain

E-mail: med@lifeplatform.eu

MARINE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

Carlos MONTERO

Fisheries Officer

Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)
Paseo de La Habana, 26

28036 Madrid, Spain

E-mail: carlos.montero@msc.org

Alexandre MOUSSEIGNE

Coordinator of the Medfish Project
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)

12 rue du Sentier,

75002 Paris, France

E-mail: alexandre.mousseigne@msc.org

MEDPAN

Chloé¢ WEBSTER

Scientific Officer

Mediterranean Protected Areas Network
58, quai du Port

13002 Marseille, France

E-mail: chloe.webster@medpan.org

OCEANA

Pilar MARIN

Marine Scientist

Oceana

Gran Via, 59

28013 Madrid, Spain
E-mail: pmarin@oceana.org
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laria VIELMINI

Marine scientist

Oceana

Leganitos, 47

28013 Madrid, Spain

E-mail: ivielmini@oceana.org

Maria José CORNAX
Oceana

Leganitos, 47

28013 Madrid, Spain

E-mail: mcornax@oceana.org

OCEANCARE

Sigrid LUBER

President

OceanCare

Gerbestrasse 6, P.O. Box 372
8820 Waedenswil, Switzerland
E-mail: slueber@oceancare.org

THE PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS

Adriana FABRA

Senior Advisor

The Pew Charitable Trusts

c/Girona 85, 3

08009 Barcelona, Spain

E-mail: afabra-consultant@pewtrusts.org

Mona SAMARI

Consultant

Pew Environment Group

901 E St NW,

Washington DC 20004, United States
E-mail: samarimonaocean@gmail.com

THE SHARK TRUST

Ali HOOD

Director of Conservation

The Shark Trust

Creykes Court, The Millfields,
Plymouth, United Kingdom
E-mail: ali@sharktrust.org

WWF MEDITERRANEAN

Alessandro BUZZI

Projects Manager

WWEF Mediterranean Marine Initiative
Via Po 25/C, Rome, Italy

E-mail: abuzzi@wwfmedpo.org



BUREAU OF THE GFCM AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES

GFCM Bureau

Stefano CATAUDELLA
Chairperson

Universita di Tor Vergata

Via Orazio Raimondo, 8
00173 Rome

Tel.: +39 0672595954
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His Excellency José Herrera,
Minister for Sustainable Development, Environment and Climate Change

Honourable delegates, participants,

I welcome you to Malta for the fortieth session of the GFCM. As minister responsible for
sustainable development, | cannot but underline the importance of the work being done by this
Regional Fisheries Management Organization for the sustainable use of fishery resources in the
Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Indeed, for the objective of the UN Agreement on straddling fish
stocks and highly migratory fish stocks of 1995, the States party to that agreement were determined to
ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of these fish stocks.

Great efforts have been made in order to build what is now a veritable compendium of
recommendations under the international framework provided by the GFCM. Nevertheless, the
situation is far from being a sustainable one with most stocks which have been assessed as
overexploited. We need to re-kindle that determination which resulted in the adoption of the UN Fish
Stocks Agreement now more than ever in order to achieve sustainability and every one of us needs to
strive for that goal. If we act now, we may be in time to reverse the current trends and avoid drastic
measures which would harm that part of our social fabric which has the potential of becoming a
guardian for our seas.

To reach our goals of sustainability, we need an integrated approach to managing fisheries within
ecologically meaningful boundaries which seeks to manage the use of natural resources, taking into
account fishing and other human activities, while preserving both the biological wealth and the
biological processes necessary to safeguard the composition, structure and functioning of the habitats
of the ecosystem affected and considering the knowledge and uncertainties regarding biotic, abiotic
and human components of ecosystems.

An ecosystem-based approach to fisheries management needs to be implemented and
environmental impacts of fishing activities should be minimised.

This becomes even more important when one considers that fisheries in this region are of great
socio-economic importance at the small-scale level and to coastal populations. The sector employs
hundreds of thousands of people directly, and through the secondary processing sector. In fact there is
great potential for the development of what is being termed as “Blue Growth”. However, in order to
do so, there must be sound foundations based on a healthy ecosystem to sustain such economic
growth.

It is clear that fisheries in the Mediterranean make a vital contribution towards food security
particularly for the region’s most vulnerable populations. It offers a way to supplement income or
food supply in times of need, contributing to regional stability.

However, we have a precarious situation for fisheries in the Mediterranean which risks
undermining all we have worked for. Most of the assessed Mediterranean fish stocks have been
shown to be heavily overfished; at times even up to six times the mortality limit. Nearly 50% of
marine biodiversity has been strongly and negatively affected since 1970. To reverse this, we need to
have a good international ocean governance framework with everyone on board. Collaboration with a
common goal is key to such an achievement.

I wish you success in your endeavours during the coming days and | am positive that the GFCM
Secretariat will be able to successfully reach the goals set in the Agenda for a stronger and sustainable
future.
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Andreina Fenech-Farrugia, Director General, Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture

Honourable delegates and participants,

| also take the opportunity to welcome you to Malta where not so long ago, we held the first
conference on small-scale fisheries. Taking a cue from my Minister on the need to address the
management of the Mediterranean resources through an ecosystem approach, | cannot but underline
what you already know, that is, the importance of having sound scientific data on which to base our
discussions and management decisions. Each party should be able to collect biological,
environmental, technical, and socio-economic data necessary for fisheries management, manage those
data and make them available for analysis. In this regard, | applaud the efforts made by the GFCM
Secretariat and the success they have achieved in coordinating the collection of data from the
respective parties. This data will serve a higher purpose by enabling the assessment of:

e the state of exploited marine biological resources;

o the level of fishing and the impact that fishing activities have on the marine
biological resources and on the marine ecosystems; and

e the socio-economic performance of the fisheries, aquaculture and processing
sectors within the Mediterranean and the Black Sea.

The new data collection framework endorsed within the GFCM framework will go a long way into
achieving this and creating the right conditions for meaningful management measures.

Malta has been active in this field and firmly believes in the need to have available scientific data.
We have also recently hosted the latest meetings of MedSudMed and CopeMed, which brought
together once again scientists from different countries to work together. Worthy of mention is the first
meeting ever on the coryphaena, which promises to yield a better picture on this stock and to
understand how best to manage it.

The European Union is also currently in the process of updating its own data collection framework
and will ensure that the vast amount of data being collected will continue and will become of even
better quality.

Nevertheless, the GFCM has much more on its plate than data collection. Here | would like to
personally thank Abdellah for his relentless commitment to the Organization and the great efforts
made by his staff. In particular, | would like to thank him and his team for the cooperation and support
they provide continuously even at the individual level.

I look forward to participating in this year’s work together to continue on the path of sustainability
and for the well-being of our seas.
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Arni M. Mathiesen, Assistant Director General, Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, FAO

On behalf of the FAO Director General, Mr. José Graziano Da Silva, please allow me to welcome
you to the opening of the fortieth session of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean
of the FAO (GFCM), including the tenth session of the Compliance Committee (CoC) and the seventh
session of the Committee of Administration and Finance (CAF). To begin, | wish to extend my
enormous gratitude to the government of Malta for their generosity in agreeing to host this session — it
is truly a pleasure to be here with you all in this wonderful country. Indeed, |1 am so pleased to see so
many of you here today. The high number of participants at this meeting is a testament to the
important work ahead of us this week and the seriousness with which you take the common issues that
we face in the Mediterranean and Black Sea.

I am pleased to remark on the great progress being made by the GFCM in implementing its
mandate at the Mediterranean and Black Sea level. We are all aware of this progress, with particular
regard to the efforts by the GFCM to revert the alarming status of the stocks in the region. Presently,
we know that — according to the findings of the GFCM Scientific Advisory Committee on Fisheries —
some ninety percent of scientifically assessed stocks are considered to be fished outside of safe
biological limits. Halting this trend is the most pressing challenge ahead of us and | am calling upon
this session to make clear and strong proposals to this end, consistent with most recent developments
at the global level.

I am referring in particular to the decision by the United Nations last year concerning the adoption
of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, together with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development to end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and tackle climate change. Of particular
relevance to the GFCM is UN Sustainable Development Goal 14, which provides a comprehensive
and phased strategy to “conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development.” Targets to achieve this goal have been set therein and include, among
others, sustainably managing marine ecosystems, ending IUU fishing, increasing available scientific
knowledge, and enhancing small-scale fisheries. Complementing the SDGs, FAO has also sharpened
its focus around five strategic objectives, one of which is to make fisheries more productive and
sustainable. This is part of our organizational effort to boost blue growth through fisheries and
aquaculture, including at the regional level through those RFMOs established by FAO. As | have
already stated in the past, the GFCM is the flagship FAO RFMO as it continues to play an important
role in coordinating efforts towards the goals of the Organization consistent with most recent
developments agreed in the umbrella of the United Nations. In this regard, | very much look forward
to the presentation of the GFCM mid-term strategy, which I am confident will present a wide-ranging
course of action to attain sustainable development at the regional level with a view to meet the targets
set by UN SDG 14 in a phased manner.

I would also like to stress the sound cooperation between FAO and the GFCM. The GFCM has
long proven itself to be adept at tailoring global FAO policies within the context of the Mediterranean
and the Black Sea. The last instance relating to this pattern is the strong coordination between FAO
and the GFCM on the implementation of the SSF Guidelines. Last March, on occasion of the
“Regional Conference on Building a Future for Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries”, which was
graciously hosted by Algeria and which | had the pleasure of attending, we bore witness to the added
value that the practical application of these Guidelines can have in this region. The conference
provided the necessary forum to discuss the region’s main challenges and opportunities, as linked to
SSF, and the GFCM is now moving to the next level and spearheading the implementation of the SSF
Guidelines.

Furthermore, the GFCM has been a leader in the implementation of regional port state measures.
With the coming entry into force of the FAO Port State Measures Agreement on June 5th of this year
— that is, next week — the proposal to align the GFCM'’s regional port state measures with the FAO
PSMA is of critical importance and | strongly encourage you to endorse it. This is directly linked to
the initiative that was promoted by the GFCM last year, on occasion of its 39th session at
EXPO-MILAN, to launch internal discussions within the FAO to have the Committee of Fisheries
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declaring an international day for the fight against 1UU fishing. In my view, not only was that
initiative ground-breaking, as the FAO has never before proclaimed an international day in matters
relating to fisheries, but it also proved to be exceedingly timely, given the imminent entry into force
of the FAO PSMA.. | am exceedingly pleased to report that the declaration of an international day for
the fight against 1UU fishing has been duly considered at internal FAO levels and it will be presented
for endorsement at the 32nd session of COFI this July. With a view to supporting this initiative, the
FAO DG has signed a circular letter which is expected to be dispatched to all COFI Members,
yourselves included, by the end of this week.

I do believe that one of the assets of the GFCM is its ability to come up with concrete and
workable proposals. | have already mentioned a few of them but | would be remiss if | don’t underline
the important initiatives planned for the Black Sea. | welcome in particular the hosting of a high-level
regional conference on Black Sea fisheries governance, which we know will be kindly hosted by
Romania this Fall, as well as the possibility to launch a cooperative scientific and technical project for
the Black Sea. | am positive that this latter initiative will undergo further debate here in Malta, as well
as in Romania on occasion of said conference. | would like, however, to lend my support as we
urgently need to increase cooperation in the Black Sea with a view to underpinning the serious work
by the GFCM Working Group on the Black Sea. Cooperation is key for our endeavours to be
successful and this applies to the Mediterranean Sea as well. I hope that this session will, as it
happened last year, grant cooperating status to new riparian countries and | am referring in particular
to Bosnia and Herzegovina that made a specific request for this purpose. Moreover, any discussion of
cooperation in the Mediterranean Sea must necessarily acknowledge the good work of the FAO
Regional Projects: AdriaMed, CopeMed, EastMed and MedSudMed. Particularly in light of the new
subregional approach of the GFCM, the work of the regional projects is crucial to support the
successful management of the Mediterranean through the provision of scientific expertise.

To conclude, | wish to commend the exemplary work that is taking place within the remit of the
GFCM. The GFCM continues to make great strides every year, not only to better manage the region’s
fisheries, but also to holistically address sustainable development issues in the Mediterranean and
Black Sea region. Despite enormous progress, the region’s fisheries continue to be at risk. If we are
truly to achieve the objective of sustainable development — if we are to promote the development of
the region’s fishing sector in a way that meets the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs — then we are obliged to do more. The challenges
faced in the Mediterranean and Black Sea are extensive and complex, and on occasion, highly
political, yet the GFCM is endowed with the proper tools to address these challenges and therefore it
is time to tackle them head on. This session carries with it many expectations and | trust that you, the
national delegates in particular, will live up to these expectations by adopting, based on the principles
of best available knowledge and the precautionary approach, concrete and systematic measures for the
management and conservation of Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries.
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Stefano Cataudella, GFCM Chairperson

I am honoured to be here in Malta today and | would like, at the outset, to add my voice in
welcoming all of you here. Allow me to also add my own words of gratitude to the hosting country,
Malta, which is geographically located at the very heart of the Mediterranean Sea. Malta, thanks to the
enormous efforts of its national administration, is becoming one of the main hubs for the development
of regional and international fisheries policies as proven by their invitation to host this important
session of the GFCM. The high number of participants in this session most certainly bodes well for
our work. I am concerned because of the complexity of the task ahead but still, I am positive we will
constructively discuss the very important issues that are at stake as we are now seeing the results of
the decision we took to open the door of the Commission to the various stakeholders in the region
thus underpinning a participatory approach.

Over the last 5 years, the sessions of the Commission have revolved around the modernization of
the GFCM. This started with the performance review of the GFCM in 2011 and the consequent
establishment of an ad hoc Task Force by the Commission. The Task Force has operated relentlessly
up until last year, when the last piece of the modernization of the GFCM, namely the revision of the
Rules of Procedure and the Financial Rules, came into the renewed institutional framework of the
Commission. | would like to highlight in particular one outcome of the reform: for the first time in the
history of the Commission we have received for the current year almost 70% of the total annual
contributions by GFCM Members. As you are aware, this was not the case in the past as we came to
the annual meeting to adopt a budget which covered a financial year for which expenditures had been
already made, thus compelling the FAO to advance funds to the GFCM.

We must now make use of the new institutional framework of the GFCM fully. As recalled by the
FI-ADG in his speech, 2015 marked the adoption of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS).
This is by far the most fully-encompassing instrument ever envisaged by the international community
to address major issues such as hunger, poverty and climate change. Albeit the GFCM is directly
concerned by only one of the targets therein, target number 14, we must live up to those engagements
that were already agreed upon at the United Nations. To the best of my recollection and knowledge,
the GFCM is the first — and for the time being only — regional organization that has tailored the targets
in the SDGs to its own priorities and needs. This is exceedingly important because, against a broader
background, we are now going to work to obtain tangible results for the Mediterranean and Black Sea
fisheries. To this end, the proposed mid-term strategy represents a serious contribution to sustainable
development in the interest of both present and future generations.

In the context of the modernization process of the Commission, we also reviewed our policies
relating to aquaculture, another central component of GFCM activities. In this regard, | would like to
recall that since the establishment of the CAQ more than 20 years ago, aquaculture has been directly
contributing to the livelihood of coastal communities in our region. Regardless, with a view to
improve this the GFCM Task Force for Sustainable Development of Mediterranean and Black Sea
Aquaculture has inaugurated its work early this month in Naples. As a result of the active
participation of Contracting Parties in the Task Force we aim primarily at endowing this sector with a
regional character. It seems to me that we are on the right track as the outcomes of the meeting in
Naples are practical and could support national administrations in creating an appropriate
environment for job growth, trade and market opportunities at the regional and subregional levels.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Colleagues,

I have always maintained that the specificities of the GFCM area of application are not only
defined by its different regions, but also by its varying fishing and aquaculture activities, and the
interactions between these activities and other human activities. In this regard, |1 would like to recall
that the GFCM, together with several other partners including the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture
Department, the FAO Regional Projects, WWF, MedPAN and CIHEAM, have hosted last March in
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Algeria a Regional Conference on Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries, with the strong cooperation and
support of the Algerian Government. The conclusions of this regional conference, which recognize
the primary role that small-scale fisheries have in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, are now part
of the proposed mid-term elements for a regional strategy since specific targets are set therein for
small-scale fisheries. Thanks to the strong input of the Commission we have ultimately come to better
understand a social sector, that of small-scale fisheries, which is linked to a large number of human
dynamics commonly known by the general public in recent years. Let us consider, for example, that
human migrations in this region rely on the inappropriate use of artisanal fisheries boats. Furthermore,
many human lives have already been saved by fishermen at sea. For this, we must continue to
disseminate materials to raise awareness on the social relevance of small-scale fisheries. In this
regard, | am exceedingly pleased with the work done by the GFCM Secretariat in developing media
outlets and making information technology available to everyone, as we have witnessed in occasion of
the Regional Conference on Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries.

Allow me also to underline the contribution that the FAO Regional Projects provide to the work of
the GFCM. Again this year AdriaMed, CopeMed, EastMed and MedSudMed have ensured technical
and scientific support to the parties concerned. Their role remains crucial and increased coordination
would maximize results in the future. I would therefore like to thank the donors of the FAO Regional
Projects, namely the EU — that had made a special effort to support —, as well as Croatia, Italy and
Spain, in addition to the donors to the GFCM Framework Programme which include, in addition to
those | have just mentioned, France and Monaco. Finally, | would like to express special gratitude to
the GFCM Secretariat which has demonstrated adaptability and resilience during the various
intersessional periods by ensuring the successful outcomes of established Task Forces in addition to
the average commitment towards the regular work-plan, in accordance with the mandate of the
Commission.

Ahead of the challenges we face at the GFCM, it is time for everyone to contribute to an effort
which is necessarily common. The alarming status of the stocks in the region cannot be reverted only
by the Contracting Parties. There is a role that other actors too must play because, as I said in the past,
if we do not succeed in our endeavour this would represent an institutional failure. This is because no
actor by himself can pull of such a complex task. Consequently, | hope that recent reforms launched
by the FAO to streamline the operations of Article XIV bodies can be effectively applied in the
context of the GFCM. Similarly, | hope that the strong focus of the FAO on communication will result
in making the outcomes of the work of the GFCM discernible to ordinary people, who also happen to
be customers regularly buying fishery products. Without keeping you any longer, | thank you very
much for your attention and I look forward to our discussions.
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Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for the Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries,
European Commission

Ladies and gentlemen,

I am very pleased to be here with you again today. As you know, this is a special session, an
anniversary of sorts.

For four decades, the GFCM has worked for sustainable fisheries in the Mediterranean and the
Black Sea. Last year, we gave the GFCM'’s institutional framework an overhaul. We now have the
means to act quickly, decisively and effectively. Now we must do so. There is no excuse. | said it
earlier this year in Sicily, and | said it again at the Ministerial Conference | convened in Brussels last
month: we need to act, we need to act now, and we need to act together.

So today, | want us to make history. | want this fortieth session to be a game-changer. When
people look back, another 40 years down the road, | want them to see this session as the beginning of
a new era. An era where we take concrete action to protect key species and stop the collapse of stocks.
An era where we adopt a coherent strategy that lets our fish stocks recover and our fishermen sleep
soundly at night.

We all know how much fisheries mean for our economies. In the Mediterranean and Black Sea,
over 200 000 people depend on fisheries for their jobs. Without those jobs, they and their families
would struggle to survive. Can we afford to stand by and watch those jobs disappear? Can we risk the
resulting poverty and desperation?

Because that is the future we are looking at. And thanks to GFCM’s work, we are all well aware of
the problems. We know that the vast majority — about 90% — of the stocks assessed by GFCM are
overfished. We know that, as a result, productivity and prices are declining, putting jobs at risk. We
know that many fish stocks are shared between countries, making reliable data harder to get and
corrective action harder to take. And we know that there are still gaps in our scientific advice.

So yes: our fishermen are looking at an uncertain future. And the more they worry about
tomorrow, the more they overfish today, making their future even bleaker. It is high time that we
break out of this vicious circle!

That is why, in February, the EU sounded the alarm at the high-level conference we organized in
Sicily. And that is why | called a Ministerial Conference for all Mediterranean countries last month.

I was pleased to see on both occasions that the EU’s concerns are widely shared. The critical state
of our fisheries is beyond doubt. And | sensed a real will to act, to restore our fisheries — and our
fishing economy — to good health.

I want to build on this will. Next year in March, | want us to adopt a Ministerial Declaration for a
sustainable fishing sector in the Mediterranean. This should be a joint Declaration, backed by all
Mediterranean states. And so the EU will invite all GFCM members to participate in this process.

In the meantime, until March:
We will push within ICCAT for a better management of Mediterranean swordfish.
We will provide additional funding for FAO to support long-term scientific surveys.

We will enhance our cooperation with non-EU countries to improve control, fight illegal fishing,
and diversify the fishing industry.

And we will continue to advise non-EU countries on how they can use the European Maritime and
Fisheries Fund and the European Neighbourhood Instrument to fund such measures.

And just to be clear: the EU is pushing for stronger cooperation not only in the Mediterranean, but
in the Black Sea as well. And I will pass on exactly this message when | attend the Black Sea
conference on the blue economy in two weeks.
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But, dear colleagues, we also need you. You all — and our joint work together within the GFCM —
will be critical to our success.

And that is why, as | said, | want this session to be a game-changer. An event where we take the
next step in our cooperation and move from words to action.

How? | believe that the GFCM’s work in the coming year should focus on five main areas:
scientific and economic advice, control and IUU, small-scale fisheries, recreational fisheries and
multilateral cooperation.

Let me go through them very briefly.

First, on scientific issues, we need to further improve data collection and scientific advice,
including the cooperation among scientists. But it is becoming equally important that our scientific
data is translated into relative economic impact that can allow decision makers to understand the full
consequences of what is at stake. This will help us take management measures that better protect the
marine environment. So far, the GFCM has adopted 16 management and conservation measures. | am
convinced that, faced with the alarming prospect of severe reductions in employment and profitability,
we need more. So we are using this session to propose several new measures, based on the excellent
work by the GFCM Scientific Advice Committee.

Second, we need to ensure that everybody plays by the same rules when it comes to control and
the fight against 1UU fishing. If needed, the EU is ready to help others put in place the necessary tools
to ensure control and compliance.

Third, we need to take targeted action to support small-scale fisheries. Because let’s not forget:
most of the 100 000 fishing boats in the Mediterranean and Black Sea are small-scale. We can help
these fishermen promote their products, diversify their sources of income, and breathe new life into
coastal communities.

Fourth, if we really want our fish stocks to recover, we need to regulate recreational fisheries — not
least to avoid conflicts with small-scale commercial fisheries.

Finally, we need to enhance North-South and East-West cooperation. Countries need to work
together on capacity building and common long-term plans, to nurture our fish stocks back to health.

I know this is ambitious. We are asking a lot — but we know that we have a lot to lose. So we are
looking into increasing the EU’s financial support to make sure that the GFCM can tackle these issues
effectively.

And let’s be clear: simply throwing money at these issues is not the solution. Above all, we need
one overarching strategy. We need a coherent multiannual plan. A plan that is fully in line with the
UN’s newly adopted sustainable development goal to protect and preserve our oceans. A plan that ties
in with the EU’s ongoing efforts to improve ocean governance around the world.

So | think that the GFCM’s work to establish a midterm strategy for 2017 to 2020 is an excellent
initiative. And we would like to see it implemented within the next three years.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I know that we all want to keep our fish stocks healthy, protect our food security, and ensure a
viable future for our fishermen and coastal communities. | also know we all agree on the need to build
trust, strengthen cooperation and improve fisheries management in the region.

But agreeing on principles is one thing. We now need to move forward, together. It is time to act.
It is time to build a new partnership between all Mediterranean and Black Sea countries, EU Member
States and non-EU countries, GFCM and FAO.

Forty years after its first general meeting, for GFCM this is truly a game-changing moment.
So let’s do it. Today, let’s make history!
Thank you.
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2 511 /8 b1

Susil) wlall Ghlid 491 aadl wldlasy!

East of Adventure Bank

:d ¥ sasl) sulall il

4 3lad) dibil) Sacdl) aalal) ke
Jghll bghs o2 yadl bghs Jghll bghs o2 ol bghs
12°28,814'E 37°24,849' N 12°30,072' E 37°23,850' N
12°49,536' E 37°24,888' N 120 48,282' E 37°23,884' N
12°49,559' E 37°10,567' N 12°48,305' E 37°11,567'N
12°28,845'E 37°10,528' N 12°30,095' E 37°11,532'N

West of Gela Basin : 431 susall aylall dikie

031 bl Sl s lall Ao
Jghll bghs o2 yadl bghs Jghll bghs o2 adl bghs
13°16,672'E 37°13,041'N 13°17,925'E 37°12,040'N
13°37,422' E 37°13,049'N 13°36,170' E 37°12,047'N
13°37,424' E 36°58,723' N 13°36,175'E 36°59,725' N
13°16,682' E 36° 58,715 N 13°17,930'E 36°59,717' N

East of Malta Bank : &3JJ! sugill aslall dilsse

Sl Lol dilaie
J gl bghs o3yl bghs Jghll bghas o3yl bghis
15°12,102' E 36°13,624' N 15°13,338'E 36°12,621' N
15°27,298' E 36°13,624' N 15°26,062' E 36°12,621'N
15°27,294' E 35°58,342' N 15° 26,062' E 35°59,344' N
15°12,106' E 35°58,342' N 15°13,338'E 35°59,344' N
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Terms of reference for selected activities

Workshop on data submission in line with the
GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF)

Workshop  shall  provide advice in support of the phasing in of

Recommendation GFCM/40/2016/2 and perform in particular the following tasks:

Streamline the data submission calendar, without prejudice to the guidance already provided
by relevant GFCM subsidiary bodies;

Analyse the general user experience in participating in the DCRF pilot study (from
October 2015 to June 2016), including the assessment of data collection difficulties faced by
the CPCs;

Discuss  potential  challenges and  solutions for the implementation  of
Recommendation GFCM/40/2016/2 by CPCs, including the identification of technical
assistance needs;

Provide advice on the incorporation into the DCRF of new data requirements as emanating
from recommendations adopted at the fortieth session of the GFCM,;

Advance on the definition of quality indicators on the basis of the proposal presented at the
intersessional session of the Compliance Committee (January 2016) with a view to facilitating
the regular quality assessment of data by relevant GFCM subsidiary bodies for the
formulation of scientific advice for the Commission.
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Working Group on sustainable small-scale and recreational fisheries (WGSSF)

The main objective of the Working Group is to coordinate activities, both technical and institutional,
relating to small-scale and recreational fisheries in order to fill the main data gaps relating to these
sectors and to support the sustainable development of these fisheries within a Blue Growth
perspective.

This permanent Working Group shall consist of relevant GFCM national experts, as well as relevant
partner organizations and stakeholders. All technical aspects shall be reported through the GFCM
Scientific Advisory Committee on Fisheries (SAC) and the GFCM Working Group on the Black Sea
(WGBS) for validation, while institutional aspects shall be reported to the Commission.

General terms of reference

Carry out activities towards the implementation of the conclusions of the Regional Conference
“Building a future for sustainable small-scale fisheries in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea” (SSF
Conference), including in particular:

Institutional aspects:

e Oversee the implementation of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF
Guidelines) in the GFCM area of application;

o Manage the provision of technical assistance, particularly to developing countries, to build
capacity in the field of small-scale fisheries;

e Carry out activities to identify, analyse and promote policy interventions which facilitate
improved socio-economic conditions, livelihood development and decent work for
small-scale fishing communities;

e Strengthen GFCM engagement with small-scale fishing communities and establish
mechanisms to support organizational development and to promote the exchange of
knowledge between the small-scale fisheries associations of the region.

Technical aspects:

e Promote the use of the GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF) as a data
collection tool for small-scale fisheries and provide technical assistance in the practical
application of the DCRF in the collection of standardized data on small-scale fishing activity;

o Develop indicators to measure the economic and social impacts of small-scale fishing activity
on coastal communities in the Mediterranean and Black Sea and mechanisms to assess the
access of small-scale fishers to resources and markets, in light of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14.b. Efforts should be made to examine the
interaction of small-scale fishing with related sectors, particularly fish processing, marine
recreational fisheries and tourism;

o Identify relevant parameters and regional characteristics (e.g. dimension of the vessel, gear
used, activities of non-vessel based fisheries, etc.) of small-scale fisheries in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea with a view to developing a common regional or subregional
definition of “small-scale fishing” which connects the fishing activity to the resource
harvested;
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Consider interactions between recreational and commercial small-scale fishing activity with a
view to identifying sources of conflicts, in particularw:

o Competition for resources, especially where unlicensed “recreational” or “hobby”
fishermen compete with commercial fisheries both for the resource (e.g. using nets or
pots) and/or by supplying low priced fish to markets; and

o Competition for space/gear interactions (e.g. fixed nets set close inshore);

Develop indicators to measure the ecological and economic impacts of marine recreational
fishing activity on coastal communities in the Mediterranean and Black Sea. Efforts should be
made to examine the interaction of recreational fishing with related sectors, particularly
small-scale fisheries and tourism;

Identify relevant parameters and regional characteristics of Mediterranean and Black Sea
marine recreational fishing activities (e.g. hobby fishing, subsistence fishing, leisure fishing,
sports fishing, angling and recreational angling etc.), with a view to developing a common
regional or subregional definition of “marine recreational fishing” which distinguishes this
activity from commercial fishing;

Evaluate the potential effects of marine recreational fisheries on fish stocks.

Specific terms of reference (2016-2018)

Institutional aspects:

Facilitate the implementation of the SSF Guidelines in the GFCM area of application through
the development of national action plans.

Technical aspects:

Define the elements to be included within a comprehensive region-wide survey on the
economic impact of small-scale fisheries and oversee the launch of said survey. This activity
aims to develop accurate, timely and complete baseline data on the value and economic
impact of small-scale fisheries, with a view to ultimately informing policy interventions.
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Ad hoc scientific Working Group on vulnerable marine ecosystems (VME)

As agreed by the fortieth session of the GFCM, the scientific Working Group on VME (WGVME)
shall discuss to develop appropriate measures related to the protection of VME according to the FAO
mandate (UNGA Resolutions 59/25, 61/105 and 64/72) in the GFCM area of application. The
WGVME will also advise the SAC on the subject. To that end, following actions should be
developed:

ACTION 1: Create the list of Mediterranean VME indicator species, habitats and related features (e.g.
seamounts, submarine canyons), by compiling the available scientific information. Data
provided by Contracting Parties and observers and gathered by the GFCM Secretariat
should also be considered.

ACTION 2: Assess the efficiency of existing management measures for the protection of VME
adopted by other regional fisheries management organizations (RFMO) and states, in
order to outline which of these might be applicable to Mediterranean Sea.

ACTION 3: Suggest targets, actions and milestones to be taken to improve the implementation of
VVME protection, in accordance with FAO advice.

ACTION 4: Identify and propose means by which data collection on VME can be strengthened, and
knowledge about VME and fishing impacts improved (e.g. to channel relevant data
gathered through the DCRF to the FAO database on VME).

ACTION 5: Identify and define measures to be included in a GFCM recommendation on VME
protection to be submitted to the forty-second session of GFCM, including: definition of
a VME encounter protocol and scientifically-based move-on rule; impact assessments to
determine whether fishing activities do or would have significant adverse impacts on
VME; the identification of areas where VME occur or are likely to occur and closure of
these areas to bottom fisheries.

The WGVME will take advantage of the outcomes of the FAO Workshop on the Management of
Deep-sea Fisheries (DSF) and Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems (VME) in the Mediterranean Sea
(FAO-GFCM Workshop) which will be held in collaboration with GFCM in Rome (July 2016).
Subsequent WGVME meetings will be organized within the annual GFCM work programme and/or
the mid-term strategy (2017-2020), according to the needs to advance in achieving the above actions.

General considerations for the FAO-GFCM workshop:

- Since the FAO-GFCM workshop is aiming to provide contributions to assist GFCM in the
management of VME, the GFCM will request the FAO to include as many as possible of the
aforementioned actions with a view to submitting the results at the nineteenth session of the
SAC.

- In the event that Action 1 cannot be completed by the FAO-GFCM workshop, a dedicated
meeting of the WGVME should take place before the nineteenth session of the SAC, since it is
crucial to move forward in the implementation of the UNGA Resolutions.

- Considering that the FAO-GFCM workshop will be organized as a multi-stakeholder platform, in
order to be as effective as possible, it is suggested that discussions related to Action 1 take place
under a specific forum composed of scientists from national and international institutions and
experts working on deep-sea habitats.

Lastly, in order to maintain appropriate coordination between UN organizations and to ensure a
harmonisation of activities, the WGVME may also be supported by information provided by
UNEP-MAP-RAC/SPA in relation to the implementation of the Dark Habitats Action Plan and to the
current process to update the Reference List of Mediterranean habitats.
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Moderators of the SAC subregional committees

The moderator shall assist the GFCM Secretariat within the framework of the ongoing process of
reorganization of the Scientific Advisory Committee on Fisheries (SAC), which envisages in
particular testing the feasibility of the subregional approach to the development of fisheries
multiannual management plans in the GFCM area of application.

Under the general supervision of the GFCM Executive Secretary and the technical supervision of the
GFCM Secretariat’s Officer in charge of fisheries-related matters, and in direct coordination with the
SAC Bureau, the moderator is expected to:

Develop a network of national focal points, having regard to the different tasks of SAC, and a
network of experts from scientific research bodies in the subregion (e.g. national institutes,
universities, research centres, etc.) having expertise in fields such as fisheries management,
stock assessment, fisheries technology, socio-economic aspects of fisheries, etc.;

Participate in the elaboration and implementation of the SAC work programme in relation to
activities associated to fisheries management at the subregional level;

Support the efforts of the GFCM aimed at strengthening the active participation of scientists
from the subregion in the activities of the SAC;

Contribute to the identification of training and technical assistance needs in the different
domains of fisheries;

Assist the GFCM Secretariat in the establishment of subregional databases to underpin the
scientific works of the SAC (e.g. biological parameters, selectivity related issues, discards,
socio-economic sciences, etc.);

Participate in the organization of meetings at the subregional level and, as appropriate, at the
regional level;

Ensure coordination and cooperation with the moderators of other subregional committees in
place as well as with relevant SAC focal points;

Contribute, within his/her field of expertise, to the technical work in support of the work
programme of the subregional committees;

Liaise with the FAO regional projects and with partner organizations in relation to issues of
common interest;

Back the SAC and the GFCM Secretariat in their efforts towards the establishment of
multiannual subregional management plans, including stock assessment and other pertinent
activities;

Participate in meetings and relevant activities of SAC, including in order to present, as
appropriate, the outcomes of the work in the subregion. In particular, lodge with the GFCM
Secretariat a bimonthly report on the activities carried out and the related achievements.

The work carried out by the consultant in his/her capacity as moderator, including the data and
information collected as well as the reports prepared, are the property of GFCM/FAQO and should be
used with the prior authorization of the GFCM Executive Secretary and in accordance with the
confidentiality rules of the Organization.

175



16 35 1!

dagd i) el Aol Ailasl) ool J g5 ugl) o gs oliw Jle 7))
bosgil) pa 1 >l §

activities in the Mediterranean Sea

The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM),

CONSIDERING that the objective of the Agreement for the Establishment of the General Fisheries
Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM Agreement) is to ensure the conservation and sustainable
use, at the biological, social, economic and environmental level, of living marine resources in the area
of application;

RECALLING that, in giving effect to the objective of the GFCM Agreement, the GFCM shall adopt
recommendations on conservation and management measures aimed at ensuring the long-term
sustainability of fishing activities, in order to preserve the marine living resources and the economic
and social viability of fisheries and that, in adopting such recommendations, the GFCM shall give
particular attention to measures to prevent overfishing and minimize discards as well as to the
potential impacts on small-scale fisheries and local communities;

RECALLING that, in giving effect to the objective of the GFCM Agreement, the GFCM shall foster,
as appropriate, a subregional approach to fisheries management and aquaculture development in order
to better address the specificities of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea;

CONSIDERING that the GFCM shall adopt management measures based on an ecosystem approach
to fisheries to guarantee the maintenance of stocks above levels which can produce maximum
sustainable yield:;

CONSIDERING that all measures formulated by the GFCM shall be based on the best scientific
advice available, taking into account relevant environmental, economic and social factors;

CONSIDERING that the GFCM shall apply the precautionary approach in accordance with
the 1995 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO);

CONSIDERING the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries providing that “States should
apply the precautionary approach widely to conservation, management and exploitation of living
aquatic resources in order to protect them and preserve the aquatic environment. The absence of
adequate scientific information should not be used as a reason for postponing or failing to take
conservation and management measures”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the need to regulate recreational fishing activities to ensure that these
activities do not undermine sustainable exploitation of the stocks in the Mediterranean Sea;

ADOPTS, in conformity with the provisions of Articles 5 (b), 8 (b) and 13 of the GFCM Agreement,
that:

PART I
Definitions

1. The present recommendation shall apply to the area covered by the GFCM Agreement with
the exclusion of the Black Sea. This recommendation shall apply without prejudice of stricter
measures already adopted by law at the national level.

2. For the purpose of this recommendation, “recreational fisheries” means a non-commercial
fishing activity exploiting marine living resources for recreation, tourism or sport.
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PART II
Scientific monitoring and evaluation

3. The GFCM Scientific Advisory Committee on Fisheries (SAC) shall identify in 2017, and
will present to the Commission for adoption, the list of species for which recreational fisheries or
activities have a significant impact on the marine living resources. The SAC will also propose to the
Commission appropriate measures for data collection and monitoring of recreational fishery activities.

4. Where recreational fisheries are found to have a significant impact, the GFCM may adopt
further measures aimed at strengthening specific management measures for recreational fisheries,
such as fishing authorizations, catch declarations, limitation on the use of fishing gear and prohibiting
the marketing of fish from recreational fisheries.
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