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Deputy Minister

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development

Blv . “Deshmoret ¢ Kombit”, Nr.2 , kp.1001,
Tirana

Tel.: +355692060801

E-mail: roland.kristo@bujqgesia.gov.al

Arian PALLUQI

Director of Fisheries

Fishery Directorate

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development
and Water Administration

Blv . “Deshmoret e Kombit”, Nr.2 , kp.1001,
Tirana

Tel.: +355 672055778

E-mail: arian.palluqi@bujqesia.gov.al

ALGERIA

Nadia BOUHAFS

Ministére de I’agriculture, du développement
rural et de la péche

Rue des quatre canons

16000 Alger

Tel.: + 213 21433048/ + 213 21433939
E-mail: nabouhafs@yahoo.fr

BULGARIA

Galin NIKOLO

vV sk

Executive Director

Executive Agency for Fisheries and
Aquaculture (EAFA)

“Knyaz Aleksander Batenberg” 1, str.
Burgas

E-mail: office@iara.government.bg
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Konstantin PETROV

Fisheries Attaché

Permanent Representation of the Republic of
Bulgaria to the European Union

Square Marie-Louise 49,

Brussels 1000, Belgium

Tel: + 32223583 40

E-mail: konstantin.petrov@bg-permrep.eu

CROATIA

Josip MARKOVIC *

Head of Sector

Sector for Management of Resources, Fleet
and Fisheries

Directorate of Fisheries

Ministry of Agriculture

Planinska 2a

10000 Zagreb

Tel.: + 385 1 6443189

E-mail: josip.markovic@mps.hr

Nedo VRGOC

Director, Head of Laboratory Prof
Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries
Setaliste I. Mestrovica 63, 21000

Split
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E-mail: vrgoc@jizor.hr

Lav BAVCEVIC

Head of Departement of fisheries Savjetodavna
sluzba

Ivana Mazuranica 30,

23000 Zadar

Tel.: +38598809162

E-mail: lav.bavcevic@savjetodavna.hr
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Fisheries Officer

Fisheries Licenses and Statistics
Department of Fisheries and Marine
ResearchDepartment of Fisheries and
Marine Research

Vithleem 101 Street

1416 Nicosia

E-mail: lvasiliades@dfmr.moa.gov.cy
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Head

Central Department of Projects and
Development

General Authority for Fish Resources
Development (GAFRD)
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Cairo

Tel.:+ 20222620118

E-mail: gafrd eg@hotmail.com
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Dean

College of Fisheries Technology
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Arab Academy for Science, Technology &
Maritime transport

Alexandria

E-mail: el haweet@yahoo.com
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Valerie LAINE *

Head of Unit

D-2: Fisheries Conservation and Control in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union
Rue Joseph II 99

1049 Brussels

E-mail: Valerie.Laine@ec.europa.eu

34

Frangois ZIEGLER

Desk Officer for Mediterranean and Black Sea
D-2: Fisheries Conservation and Control in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries

European Commission of the European Union
Rue Joseph 11 99

1049 Brussels

E-mail: Francois.ZIEGLER@ec.europa.cu

Chato OSIO

Policy Officer
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H.E Milutin Simovic
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Montenegro

Ladies and gentlemen,
dear participants,

It is my honor and pleasure to welcome you, on behalf of the Government of Montenegro, to the 41
Session of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, which is organized for the first
time in Montenegro.

I already had the opportunity to greet you in this same place seven years ago, when Montenegro hosted
a meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee of GFCM which, along with the other meetings of
working groups organized in recent years in Montenegro, was an introduction into one this big event
for us.

The fisheries sector in Montenegro has an economic, ecological, sociological and cultural role. The
largest part of fisheries represents coastal or small-scale commercial fisheries, which is done here for
centuries, in a specific way. Bearing in mind such a long tradition, this type of fisheries must be
preserved and cherished for future generations, as an expression of peculiarity and specificity of
Montenegrin fisheries.

The lack of favorable financial resources, as well as continuously complex overall social and economic
situation, are the key reasons for the insufficient development of Montenegrin fisheries sector.
Montenegrin fishing fleet consists mostly of vessels with an average age of 40 years, equipped with
outdated equipment which primarily should be renewed for the safety of fishermen on vessels, but also
for the purpose of traceability and health safety of fish products.

The share of the catch from Montenegrin small pelagic fisheries in total catch on the Adriatic Sea is
more than negligible and amounts to less than 1% of the total catch. The lack of valid and well-organized
statistics on catches and landings of pelagic fish also represents one unrealistically small annual catch
of these species. Montenegro still does not have landing data from the first landing places, so the only
reliable are biological data, as well as data from scientific research expeditions. Therefore, we expect
the fishing sector with such capacities and level of development, equally in Montenegro and other
similar countries, to be treated differently from fisheries sectors in the areas with certain presence of
overcapacity and overfishing.

The work of General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, as well as all the other similar
initiatives whose main objective is real and profound reform of fisheries management, has our full
support, because we consider it the only way to contribute to the overall development of this sector. As
always, we are ready to participate in all activities related to sustainable fisheries in the Mediterranean,
especially in the Adriatic Sea.

We all have to be responsible in the implementation of conservation measures, especially for the
resources of highly migratory species, but also for the other resources, and to be responsible to the need
to develop our fishing fleets up to the level of responsible and sustainable catch, respecting the most
demanding standards of selectivity of fishing gear. Montenegro has significantly increased the level of
activities in the fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, in accordance with
recommendations and measures of the GFCM and the EU in the fight against this type of fisheries. On
this plan, the obligations and responsibilities of the competent state institutions are recognized, with the
significant participation and contribution of non-governmental organizations, professional and general
public.
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I would like to emphasize that we absolutely understand the current alarming situation in the state of
resources in the Mediterranean, but in the process of adopting certain measures and recommendations,
especially those related to limitations of investments in the modernization of fishing fleet, I recall that
the specificity of the country has to be taken into account, and the level of development of the sector in
particular. As one very important argument for this requirement, I have to mention the example of
Montenegro which is currently only on 30% of the maximum fishing fleet capacity in relation to the
available fish resources in its territorial waters.

This is why I expect an understanding of the need of both Montenegro and all similar countries to enable
this sector to give one realistically possible contribution to our national economies through creating
new jobs, hiring young people in particular and achieving a better status of fishermen, but also the need
of this sector to provide added value to the tourist offer of our countries.

Therefore, the message is to exploit our fish resources responsibly, but also to allow and help the
development of the fisheries sector, respecting the most stringent requirements of sustainability.

Through the establishment of the Directorate for Fisheries within the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development at the beginning of this year, and by employing new people, we are determined to develop
this sector to the level which belongs to a Mediterranean country, responsibly manage such sensitive
resources and prepare the sector to be competitive on the open market at the same time.

The work on further harmonization of domestic with the EU legislation has been continued, as well as
the implementation of GFCM recommendations. In addition to this, we are very actively engaged in
the preparation of projects for the EU pre-accession funds, and we are also in the final negotiations
with the World Bank for the soon beginning of a new project in which the support to the fisheries sector
will have a significant place. The preparation and realization of bilateral projects is also in progress.

Speaking of the resources that we have at our disposal, priceless scientific and administrative assistance
is provided to the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and the Institute for Marine Biology
from the FAO AdriaMed project, whose partner Montenegro has been since 2004. Participation in this
project gave a chance to Montenegrin scientists and administration to participate deeply and very
seriously in the work of all GFCM bodies, exchange data, do the evaluations and give guidelines for
the development of responsible and long-term sustainable fisheries in the Adriatic Sea and the
Mediterranean in general.

Finally, only by responsible and rational management, respecting the principles of nature and respecting
the law, we will be able to harvest the food from the sea for a long time, without disturbing the
biological balance.

Montenegro will remain a reliable partner in the process of sustainable management of fish resources.

Finally, once again [ want to wish you a nice stay in Montenegro, as well as a successful work in the
coming days.
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Arni M. Mathiesen
Assistant Director-General, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department

At the outset, I’d like to welcome all participants, including high-level representatives, who came
numerous to the 41st session of the GFCM, and express my gratitude to them. A special thanks to the
hosting country, Montenegro, that has a strong cooperation with FAO in the context of the ongoing
Country Programming Framework 2015-2019. We are pleased to see strong commitment by
Montenegro to the work of FAO, including in connection with the Strategic Objective of the
Organization, and we remain focused on country priorities identified by Montenegro. This includes
fisheries and aquaculture through the work of the GFCM,;

Today, 16 October 2017, marks the celebration of the World Food Day. This is by far the most
important FAO sponsored celebration within the United Nations System. | would be remiss without
recalling the importance of this day for the international community. Hunger continues to threaten
sustainable development of many nations and FAO is at the forefront of the fight against this scourge.
We are particularly concerned with food loss and waste, including fish loss and waste. FAO currently
estimates that roughly 35% of fish and seafood is wasted, with 8% of fish caught globally thrown back
into the sea. In most cases, this fish is dead, dying or badly damaged. We need to halt this negative
trend as this is our collective responsibility. RFMOs have an important role to play in this respect;

The GFCM has pledged last year at its 40th session to revert the negative trend in the exploitation of
most commercially exploited stocks at Mediterranean and Black Sea level. To this end, a visionary
multiannual strategy has been adopted which is fully consistent with SDG 14 targets and is contributing
to accelerate progress towards these targets at the regional level. To the best of my knowledge, the
GFCM is the only RFMO that has adopted such a strategy.

Last June I participated in NY at the Oceans Conference on SDG 14, together with the FAO Director
General and the GFCM Executive Secretary, among others. This conference recognized the key
contribution that is expected from regional organizations in meeting SDG 14 related targets. These
include Target 14.4. that calls upon countries to reduce overfishing, end IUU fishing and bring about
the sustainable management of fisheries worldwide;

These calls have been echoed in Malta 10 days ago at the Our Oceans Conference, where I also
participated together with the FAO Director General and the GFCM Executive Secretary. I was pleased
to see that among those commitments presented during this conference there was also the mid-term
strategy of the GFCM. This means that such instrument has been recognized at the regional level and
beyond. As an indicator of its importance I’d like to refer to the Malta Ministerial Declaration
MedFish4Ever, adopted last March under the auspices of the EU. I praise such an initiative because
the Mediterranean Sea requires strong political willingness to address the many issues that affect
fisheries and aquaculture;

The FAO is pleased to acknowledge progress being made by the GFCM to enhance cooperation in the
Black Sea region as well. Last October, a high-level conference was organized under the stewardship
of the GFCM in Bucharest. This conference was attended by high-level representatives from all the
riparian countries as well as countries in the Black Sea area and resulted in the adoption of the Bucharest
Declaration. This marks a formidable milestone in that there is common agreement among Black Sea
countries on the need to work together in the interest of their fisheries and aquaculture sector. I'd like
in particular to call upon those riparian countries that are yet to become Members to the GFCM to ratify
the GFCM Agreement and join the Commission. I am well aware that Georgia and Ukraine have
attained Cooperating non-Contracting Party status in the past and I am also aware of the ongoing
cooperation between the GFCM and the Russian Federation. I believe though that efforts should be
made towards full membership. The same applies, for the Mediterranean region, to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, that is also a Cooperating non-Contracting Party to the GFCM. This Commission is also
expected to grant the status of Cooperating non-Contracting Party to the Republic of Moldova. This is
yet another token of the important work by the GFCM in strengthening cooperation;
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Allow me also to underline the strong contribution that the FAO Regional Projects (AdriaMed,
CopeMed, EastMed, MedSudMed) are giving to support sustainability of Mediterranean fisheries. This
network of project has been in place for many years now and it has considerably underpinned the work
of the GFCM at the country level. With the mid-term strategy in place the role of the projects become
even more important and I do encourage strong coordination and synergies between the GFCM
Secretariat and the projects. In this regard, I am glad to see that such coordination is already ongoing
and that a number of country missions have been fielded together by the GFCM Secretariat and
EastMed last month. This should become a trend and a reference point given the Organization’s policy
to act as one. In this regard, I am positive that FAO offices in the region will also lend support to
ongoing endeavors. FAO is implementing a strong coordination policy with regional offices in the
interest of all Members to the Organization;

I wish you success during this week and I am positive you will work with resolve to take important
decisions for the management of Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries, in line with the commitments
you have already agreed upon for the sake of the Mediterranean and Black Sea region.
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Stefano Cataudella
Chairperson, General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean

Excellencies,

Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, H.E. Milutin Simovic,
FAO ADG-FI, Mr Arni Mathiesen,

GFCM Executive Secretary, Mr Abdellah Srour,

Dear national delegates,

Representatives of partner organizations and civil society organizations,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Colleagues,

I am honoured to be here in Montenegro today and I would like to add my voice in welcoming all of
you here. I’d like to thank in particular the hosting country, Montenegro, which has made enormous
efforts to organize the 41st session of the Commission, including the 8th session of CAF, in this scenic
and beautiful setting. This has surely contributed to attracting such a high number of participants and I
am positive that each of you will be instrumental in ensuring successful outcomes for this meeting.

Last year in Malta, the GFCM decided to empower itself to take action against the dire status of fish
stocks in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea via a five year strategy. This instrument will guide our
actions until 2020 against the background of global commitments stemming from the SDG 14, the FAO
Strategic Objectives and the Aichi Targets. Our final goal is to contribute actively to the 2030 Agenda
thus supporting sustainable development within the Mediterranean and the Black Sea region. Thanks
to the mid-term strategy we now have in place a clear framework and specific targets that are to be met
if we want to revert the overexploitation of fisheries resources in the interest of present and future
generations. As you are aware, the targets span from the better assessment of fish stocks to the curbing
of IUU fishing and the promotion of sustainable small-scale fisheries. Most importantly, we are now
pursuing a holistic approach whereby all actions will be taken harmoniously and coherently.

An important aspect of the mid-term strategy that should not be overlooked is the recognition that it
has already obtained at the regional level and beyond. Following the 40th session of the Commission,
the High-Level Conference towards Enhanced Cooperation on Black Sea Fisheries and Aquaculture
resulted in the adoption of the Bucharest Declaration. This declaration calls upon countries in the Black
Sea area to work together in fisheries and aquaculture related matters in the context of the mid-term
strategy. A similar plea was made for the Mediterranean Sea last March in Malta when the
MedFish4Ever Ministerial Declaration was adopted as a follow up to the Venice Declaration. This
instrument, too, acknowledges that the mid-term strategy is the point of departure for all fellow nations
in the Mediterranean towards the greater sustainability of fisheries. Together, these declarations point
to a strong political support throughout the GFCM area of application that is possibly unprecedented.
In my experience, political support is the foundation of any serious effort and the one we are
undertaking to save the fisheries in the region is most definitely a serious one. Let’s not forget that the
overexploitation rate is currently assessed at roughly 90%.

This week we will also have an opportunity to consider the adoption of a germane mid-term strategy
for aquaculture. This sector remains a pillar of sustainable development and a strategic ally to
sustainable fisheries. If we succeed in increasing the productivity of aquaculture and supplying our
markets with more farmed products, we will remove significant pressure from our marine fisheries. To
this end, important actions have to be taken in several domains, from the administrative and
bureaucratic domain to the technical one. When I think of the future of aquaculture in our region the
need for easier and less cumbersome procedures for the issuance of licences comes to mind. Similarly,
I understand that without modern technologies that can help us to farm the species which are in demand
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on national markets the sector will always lag behind. The GFCM has done important work in the past
on indicators, allocated zones for aquaculture and market access. This has to become the basis for a
deeper understanding of needs and priorities, as highlighted in the proposed mid-term aquaculture
strategy. We also have the outcomes of the aquaculture task force, established two years ago, which
will support us further.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Colleagues,

On the very celebration of the World Food Day we are gathered here to discuss the future of
Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture. These sectors, together, contribute
significantly to the food supply in this region. The issues before us are therefore of the utmost
importance and I am glad of the coincidence between the opening of our session and the World Food
Day. We should not forget that by committing to more resilient and productive fisheries we will live
up to the expectations that exist within the United Nations system, as well as among the people, to
deliver a world without hunger. We have the moral obligation to take on this challenge and do as much
as we can. The GFCM will not be able to make it alone, though. In addition to the FAO Fisheries and
Aquaculture Department, I’d like to underline the contribution that the FAO Regional Projects
AdriaMed, CopeMed, EastMed and MedSudMed provide in supporting the work of the GFCM. I look
forward to seeing better synergies between the work of the projects and that of the GFCM, given the
common challenges we are expected to tackle. Similarly, all the organizations that are present here
today, most of which entered into a memorandum of understanding with the GFCM, have also a critical
role to play. The fully-encompassing nature of the mid-term strategy will require concerted actions,
close coordination and constant liaison so that everyone will contribute in the remit of its competence
and mandate. In this respect, I would like to thank also the donors that are contributing to the work of
the GFCM, namely the EU- that had made a special effort to support-, as well as Croatia, France, Italy,
Monaco and Spain. These countries have all made extra-budgetary contributions to the work of the
GFCM or that of the FAO Regional Projects, or both.

Before concluding, allow me to voice my concern for the administrative burden that is currently faced
by the GFCM. The number of rules in place within the FAO continues to increase and this is causing
unnecessary delays in conjunction with the smooth functioning of the GFCM Secretariat. I strongly
believe in the importance of rules for strong organizational performance, but I would also like to recall
that, as stated in the past by the Finance Committee of the FAO, the FAO should make a genuine effort
to remove all obstacles that might hamper the operations of its Article XIV bodies. The GFCM, being
an Article XIV body, has a special character which emanates from its constitutive agreement that must
be recognized. Financial and operational autonomy of the GFCM must be ensured and I rely on the
FAO to facilitate this process. In light of the great challenges that the Commission now faces there
cannot be hurdles that might impact the daily routine of the GFCM Secretariat. I rely also on the
Contracting Parties to the GFCM, which are also Contracting Parties to the FAO, to convey this
important message to the organization.

I thank you all for your attention and I wish you success in your endeavour.
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Karmenu Vella
EU Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
European Commission

Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you today.

Earlier this year we signed the "MedFish4Ever" Declaration in Malta, and 5 months before that we
signed the Bucharest declaration for the Black Sea.

Neither would have been possible without your excellent work and ambition. The countries involved,
industry, NGOs and, of course, the GFCM Secretariat, all came together, united in a common aim:
safeguarding the sustainable use of fisheries resources, protecting the marine environment and
reinforcing regional cooperation.

The MedFish4Ever Declaration has now been signed by 16 countries. It is our common roadmap for
the next ten years. A roadmap fully in line with the GFCM 2017-2020 Strategy, which was also adopted
this year.

With that, the time for signing declarations is over. The framework is in place. Now it's time to act, to
turn words into reality and to deliver on our commitments.

For that to happen, the role of GFCM is paramount. Without your backing, all our nice words will
remain just that.

That is why the European Union intends to make the most of this GFCM session. This year we are
tabling a series of recommendations, recommendations that will allow us to better manage key stocks,
that will strengthen the fight against [UU fishing and that will promote the development of sustainable
aquaculture, all while protecting vulnerable marine ecosystems and fishing restricted areas.

The European Union's proposals are a sign of our unwavering commitment to the declarations all of us
have signed.

In that spirit, I count on your support, and let me reassure you: the European Union will continue our
backing for GFCM - financially and otherwise. Just as we stand ready to support our non-EU
neighbours.

Let me close with a word of thanks to our friends from Tunisia, who are organising a follow-up
Ministerial Conference on MedFish4Ever in 2019, and to our friends from GFCM and Bulgaria, for
organising a follow-up Ministerial Conference on the Bucharest Declaration next year.

You can count on my support for both. The momentum is high. Let's keep building.

I wish you all a successful Annual Session.
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Roland Kristo
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Albania

Dear Mr Chairman,

Dear Mr Executive Secretary,
Distinguish delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Government of Albania and Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, I would
like to emphasize the great interest the Albanian government has expressed for the GFCM and its
willingness to further strengthen this cooperation.

Also, I would like to thank you very much the hosting country for the excellent hospitality and the
GFCM Secretariat, for the organization of this 41st session of the Commission. Albania is very pleased
to be in Budva and reiterate its support to the common work on Mediterranean fisheries and aquaculture;

GFCM as a regional fisheries management organization has made a major contribution to the fisheries
and aquaculture sector in Albania, also in view of the obligations that my country has taken and will
undertake in the near future, within the European integration process.

In this context, Albania has entered last February into a letter of agreement with FAO, on behalf of the
GFCM, signed by the Minister of Agriculture and the FAO Deputy Director General at the FAO HQ.
This letter of agreement aimed at ensuring the provision of technical assistance by the GFCM
Secretariat to Albania under different areas of cooperation in the context of the GFCM mid-term
strategy;

The GFCM Secretariat carried out several field missions to Albania and in a very practical manner
helped us significantly to assess our system and the problems we were experiencing. Thanks to this
support, it has been possible for the Ministry to prepare a new bid on technical requirements for the
update of the existing national VMS. This is a welcome development given the obligations we have
under the sub-regional management plan for the Adriatic Sea adopted by the GFCM as well as EU
Regulations.

It is important that obligations are harmonized with incentives, such as technical assistance to
cooperating countries. This was recognized last March in Malta when the MedFish4Ever Declaration
was adopted, including with the participation of Albania in this important event. I would like to recall
in particular the provisions in this declaration that recognize the need for a technical assistance system
and the support needed for developing countries in meeting their obligations on the conservation of
fisheries and aquaculture.

Taking into consideration the fact, that my country has implemented all GFCM Recommendations as
well as the most relevant EU Regulations for the management of shared stocks, I hope that Albania
will get the necessary support to ensure its commitment to our region.

In this framework, I would like to emphasize the support we have received and continue to take from
the regional project FAO-AdriaMed, which has contributed significantly to the cooperation between
management structures, research institutions and stakeholders.

I look forward to contributing to the discussions in this session and I thank you very much for your
attention.
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Samir Majdalani

Head of the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Ministry of Agriculture, Lebanon

Firstly, please give me the opportunity to address the hosting country and convey my gratitude to
Montenegro for such an excellent organization of the annual session. Lebanon is very pleased to be
again in Budva and we look forward to working with other fellow countries and colleagues from the
participating organizations;

I would like to briefly inform the Commission, at the very opening, on the positive developments that
have taken place since last year in relation to a sub-regional GFCM unit for the Eastern Mediterranean.
You might recall that my country, at the 40th session of the GFCM, expressed its intent to host an
office of the Secretariat in Beirut in the context of the sub-regional approach to fisheries being
implemented by the Commission;

Significant efforts have been made internally during the inter-session by the Lebanese Ministry of
Agriculture, including in close coordination with the FAO Representation in Lebanon and the GFCM
Secretariat. We have come to a common understanding in that when the FAO Sub-Regional Office in
Lebanon will move to its new and bigger premises, most likely by the first half of 2018, we can devote
some office space to the sub-regional GFCM unit for the Eastern Mediterranean. This solution would
be the more straightforward, from an administrative point of view, both for Lebanon and for
FAO/GFCM;

We hope that we will be able to inaugurate the sub-regional GFCM unit for Eastern Mediterranean next
year, insha-Allah, and take advantage of this outpost to increase the focus in the work of the
Commission on the Eastern Mediterranean region. Such a unit will surely contribute to foster enhanced
cooperation not only at country level but also at organizational level.
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Hamdo Tinjak
Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Dear Executive Secretary, dear representatives of GFCM member countries, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to be here today on the 41 session of the GFCM Commission. This is the second
commission that BiH participate to, after status of Cooperating non-contracting Party is granted to
Bosnian and Herzegovinian last year.

Since the time we started our cooperation with GFCM we provided and exchanged statistical and other
information and participated at the CoC meetings. Also our nominated contact points for cooperation
on institutional matters and SAC and Aquaculture and Fisheries participated in different meetings and
scientific bodies. Knowledge and experience exchanged with other colleagues is already used and have
a positive effect to development of our fishery and aquaculture sector.

We are aware that this is just beginning and that we are still in the early stage when it comes to
harmonisation of our legislation with GFCM measures and Common Fishery Policy of the EC. But
there is commitment and strong interest in ensuring a prosperous future for fishery sector.
Cooperation with GFCM is also confirmed by BiH CoM on the 22nd session held 9 September 2015,
with conclusion that MoFTER — institution I represent today, in cooperation with the other competent
authorities in the country should continue with the activities that will in due course lead BiH to full
membership with the Commission.

Before we get membership status with GFCM we need to achieve certain level and bridge the existing
gap, in particular, with EU countries and starting from the revision of our national legal framework.
Cooperation with GFCM helps us to align with EU priorities and agenda too, but still there is a need
for further technical assistance starting from the said revision of our national legislation and moving
on to other important areas such as data collection in fisheries and the sustainable management of
aquaculture. BiH has already filed an official request for technical assistance with the GFCM and we
are now looking for the provision of such assistance to be initiated. We do hope this will be done very
soon and we stand ready to welcome the GFCM to Sarajevo before the end of this year. Having in mind
that BiH has potential candidate status with EC, and recently finalized EC questioner which includes
fishery- chapter 13, further policy development in this filed is one of the priority for BiH.

Our country has been paying progressively more attention to the important of marine related issues,
including the conservation of fisheries and ecosystems and is in the last stage of finalising procedure
for signing MedFish4Ever declaration.

I wish to mention that we also started cooperation with the AdriaMed project and after signing project
agreement we expect that project will become fully operational.

Looking forward to our future cooperation and I wish you successful meeting!

Thank you!
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Martine Garcia-Mascarenhas
Second Secretary at the Embassy of the Principality of Monaco in Italy and
Deputy Alternate Permanent Representative of the Principality of Monaco to
the FAO

Monsieur le Président, Monsieur le Secrétaire exécutif, Chers Collégues et Délégués,

Je souhaite remercier la CGPM et le Monténégro pour leur accueil dans ce magnifique lieu pour la
41eéme session de la CGPM et rappeler deux ¢léments en lien avec le Programme de développement
durable a I’horizon 2030, a I’occasion de la Journée mondiale de I’alimentation, célébrée aujourd’hui:

L’ Appel a I’action adopté le 9 juin 2017, reconnaissant que 1’océan est notre avenir, en lien avec la
mise en ceuvre de I’ODD n°14, la conservation et I’exploitation durable des océans et des mers ainsi
que de leurs ressources indispensables a notre survie;

La conclusion de I’allocution de SAS le Prince Albert II au débat général de la 72éme session de
I’AGNU le 19 septembre dernier sur I’apport scientifique fondamental a ces questions: « Qu’elle nous
rassure ou nous effraie la science doit nous inciter a I’action et donc avancer ensemble pour le progres
et ’espoir d’un monde meilleur ».

Je vous remercie.
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Sigrid Luber
President, OceanCare

Distinguished Chair and Delegates,

At the last GFCM conference OceanCare was honoured to sign an MoU with the GFCM which defined
areas of cooperation, including addressing ocean noise pollution and its harmful impacts on marine life
including fish.

It is with pleasure that I am announcing a capacity building workshop on mitigating the impact of
underwater noise on marine biodiversity with specific focus on seismic surveys in the south-east
Mediterranean, which will take place in Split, Croatia, on November 22 and 23. I would like to warmly
invite GFCM Members to attend this workshop. If you are interested please do contact me so that [ can
share the program with you.

The detrimental effect of ocean noise on fish, and therefore fisheries, undermines global efforts to
restore fish stocks and requires the increased involvement of specialist UN agencies such as the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO) and Regional Fisheries Management Organisations,
including the GFCM whose area of application covers known underwater noise hotspots.

Recognising that the UN's Sustainable Fisheries Resolution has specifically encouraged further studies,
including by the FAO, on the impacts of underwater noise on fish stocks and fishing catching rates, as
well as associated socioeconomic effects, OceanCare has advocated at the United Nation s that the
FAO should be supported in initiating this work and we urge GFCM members to consider this matter
in preparation of issues which can be raised at the next session of the FAQ' s Committee on Fisheries
in July next year.

Having this in mind we would also like to inform you about the UNCLOS Informal Consultative
Process meeting in May 2018 which will be dedicate d to the ocean noise pollution issue. The UN
Division on the Law of the Sea is calling for information on noise and marine life. OceanCare
encourages GFCM Members to respond this call and to submit information you might have especially
also on areas where fishing activities are restricted, but other activities such as noise pollution may
continue to affect fish stocks and negatively impact recovery rates.

Finally I would like to make you aware of a new scientific report which OceanCare has produced on
this topic which provides a comprehensive review of all existing peer reviewed literature on the impacts
of ocean noise on fish and invertebrates. | have copies of this report with me at this meeting and would
be happy to share with interested GFCM members.

Thank you.
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The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (hereafter "the GFCM"),

CONSIDERING that the objective of the Agreement for the Establishment of the General Fisheries
Commission for the Mediterranean (hereafter "the Agreement") is to ensure the conservation and
sustainable use, at biological, social, economic and environmental level, of living marine resources in
the area of application;

CONSIDERING that the GFCM shall adopt management measures based on an ecosystem approach to
fisheries to guarantee the maintenance of stocks above levels which can produce maximum sustainable
yield;

RECALLING that the Malta Ministerial declaration "MedFish4Ever" requires that in the context of

establishing an ecosystem-based fisheries management framework, all key fisheries should be managed
with management plans;

CONSIDERING that the GFCM shall apply the precautionary approach in accordance with the 1995
UN Fish Stocks Agreement and the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (hereafter the “FAQO”);

CONSIDERING that the blackspot seabream has a peculiar biological life history (protandric
hermaphrodite species) with relevant percent of individuals changing sex to females at around 33 cm
total length while the size at first maturity (L50%) is around 30 cm for males and 36 cm for females.
These biological characteristics are similar to stocks distributed in different geographical areas;

CONSIDERING the high socio-economic importance of fisheries, especially local fisheries, exploiting
blackspot seabream and the need to ensure their sustainability;

CONSIDERING that the blackspot seabream is also targeted by recreational fisheries;

NOTING that the blackspot seabream is included in the list of priority species of GFCM for the Western
Mediterranean;

NOTING that for blackspot seabream exists a high level of illegal, unreported and unregulated catches
(IUU) all over the Mediterranean and that a more adequate monitoring of involved fishing fleets,
including recreational fisheries, is needed;

NOTING that the SAC agrees on the needs, as highlighted by the SRC-WM, for the provision of advice
for the potential establishment of management measures including, inter alia, an improved the bio-
economic monitoring and effort standardization of the fisheries;

ADOPTS, in conformity with Articles 5b, 8 b and 13 of the GFCM Agreement, the following
recommendation:

PART I
General objective, geographical scope and definitions

1. The general objective of the present recommendation is to protect juvenile "blackspot seabream" in
the Mediterranean Sea.

2. For the purpose of this recommendation, “blackspot seabream” means fish pertaining to the species:
Pagellus bogaraveo.
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PART II
Minimum conservation reference size

3. The minimum conservation reference size for blackspot seabream in the whole area covered by this
recommendation is fixed at XX' cm total length.

4. Specimens of blackspot seabream shall be measured from the tip of the snout to the end of the tail
fin.

5. Specimens of blackspot seabream smaller than the minimum conservation reference size, defined in
paragraph 3, in total length as reported above and measured to the lowest centimetre, shall not be caught,
retained on board, transhipped, transferred, landed, stored, sold, displayed or offered for sale.

6. Notwithstanding paragraph 5, when due to unavoidable circumstances undersized specimens of
blackspot seabream have been effectively caught, the master of the catching vessel shall record those
catches (estimated weight) of undersized specimens.

7. The GFCM Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties (CPCs) shall establish an
adequate mechanism for recording catches of undersized specimens of blackspot seabream

8. Without prejudice to provisions foreseen in paragraph 5 and when a system of avoiding discards and
obligation to land all catches has been established by a CPC, except in justified cases where there is a
derogation for landing obligations (especially in case of fisheries where high-survival rates are well
documented), the master of the fishing vessel shall not be allowed to discard those catches and shall
therefore land all the fish caught independently of the size of the fish. All quantities of undersize fish
landed shall be recorded and shall not be displayed, offered for sale or used for direct human
consumption.

To be defined in line with the scientific advice of the SAC in 2018 !
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The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (hereafter "the GFCM"),

CONSIDERING that the objective of the Agreement for the Establishment of the General Fisheries
Commission for the Mediterranean (hereafter "the Agreement") is to ensure the conservation and
sustainable use, at biological, social, economic and environmental level, of living marine resources in
the area of application;

RECALLING that in giving effect to the objective of the Agreement, the GFCM shall adopt
recommendations on conservation and management measures aimed at ensuring the long-term
sustainability of fishing activities, in order to preserve the marine living resources and the economic
and social viability of fisheries; in adopting such recommendations, the GFCM shall give particular
attention to measures to prevent overfishing and minimize discards. The GFCM shall also pay particular
attention to the potential impacts on small-scale fisheries and local communities;

RECALLING that in giving effect to the objective of the Agreement, the GFCM shall foster, as
appropriate, a subregional approach to fisheries management and aquaculture development in order to
better address the specificities of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea;

CONSIDERING that the GFCM shall adopt management measures based on an ecosystem approach to
fisheries to guarantee the maintenance of stocks above levels which can produce maximum sustainable
yield;

CONSIDERING that all measures formulated by the GFCM shall be based on the best scientific advice
available, taking into account relevant environmental, economic and social factors;

CONSIDERING that the GFCM shall apply the precautionary approach in accordance with the Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries;

CONSIDERING the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (hereafter the “FAO”) providing that "States should apply the
precautionary approach widely to conservation, management and exploitation of living aquatic
resources in order to protect them and preserve the aquatic environment. The absence of adequate
scientific information should not be used as a reason for postponing or failing to take conservation and
management measures.";

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the need to regulate recreational fishing activities to ensure that these
activities do not undermine sustainable exploitation of the stocks, in the Mediterranean Sea;

ADOPTS, in conformity with the relevant applicable provisions of the GFCM Agreement:

PART 1
Definitions

1. The present Recommendation shall apply to the area covered by the GFCM agreement with the
exclusion of the Black Sea. This recommendation shall apply without prejudice of stricter measures
already adopted by law at national level.

2. For the purpose of this Recommendation, "recreational fisheries" means a non-commercial
fishing activity exploiting marine living aquatic resources for recreation tourism or sport.
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PART II
Management measures

3. GFCM contracting parties and cooperating non-contracting parties shall take the necessary
measures to forbid, within the framework of recreational fisheries, the use of fishing gears which are
already forbidden for commercial fishing activities by international and/or national laws.

4. Spear-guns shall be prohibited if used in conjunction with underwater breathing apparatus
(aqualung) and at night from sunset to dawn.

5. In line with national applicable rules, recreational fisheries for each vessel or natural person
may be subject to the authorization issued by the flag State contracting party and cooperating non-
contracting party, based on the list of species identified by the SAC, as referred in paragraph 8
hereunder.

6. The marketing of fish caught in recreational fisheries shall be prohibited.

PART II1
Scientific monitoring and evaluation

7. The Scientific, Advisory Committee (SAC) shall identify in 2017 and will present to the
Commission for adoption, the list of species for which recreational fisheries or activities have a
significant impact on the marine biological resources. The SAC will also propose to the Commission
appropriate measures for data collection and monitoring of recreational fishery activities

8. Where recreational fisheries are found to have a significant impact, the GFCM may adopt
further measures aimed at strengthening specific management measures for recreational fisheries, such
as fishing authorisations and catch declarations.
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The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM),

RECALLING that the objectives of the Agreement establishing the General Fisheries Commission for
the Mediterranean are to promote the development, conservation, rational management and proper
utilization of living marine resources;

RECALLING the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development of 2002 and in particular its
Plan of Implementation;

RECALLING the Declaration of the Ministerial Conference for Sustainable Development of the
Fisheries in the Mediterranean held in Venice on 2003;

REAFFIRMING the principles of the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and recalling the
precautionary and ecosystem approach to fishery management;

RECALLING the FAO International Plan of action for the Conservation and the management of Sharks
(IPOA-sharks);

RECALLING the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of
the Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention) and the listing of some sharks species in either Annex II or
Annex III of its Protocol concerning the Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the
Mediterranean (hereinafter SPA/BD Protocol);

NOTING the importance of harmonizing conservation and management measures with other
international conventions responsible for the protection of these species;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the SAC advice and in particular the needs for species identification and to
ensure better conservation status to sharks including protection of coastal areas from most active fishing
gear;

ADOPTS in conformity with the provision of Article III paragraph 1 (b) and (h) and Article V of the
GFCM Agreement that:

PART I
Scope

1. Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-contracting Parties of the GFCM (hereafter referred to as
CPCs) shall ensure that sharks are kept on board, transhipped, landed and marketed at first sale in a way
that species are recognizable and identifiable and catches, incidental takings and, whenever appropriate,
releases by species can be monitored and recorded.

2. CPCs shall adopt fisheries management measures to ensure adequate conservation status to sharks.
Definitions
3. For the purposes of this Recommendation the following definitions shall apply:

‘Shark’ means any fish of the taxon Elasmobranchii
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‘Shark fins’ means any fins of sharks including caudal fins, but excluding the pectoral fins of rays,
which are a constituent part of ray wings;

‘trawl nets” means nets which are actively towed by the main boat engine and consisting of a cone- or
pyramid-shaped body (as trawl body) closed at the back by a cod-end and which can extend at the
opening by the wings or can be mounted on a rigid frame. Horizontal opening is either obtained by otter
boards or provided by a beam or frame of variable shape and size. Such nets can be towed either on the
bottom (bottom trawl net) or in midwater (pelagic trawl net);

PART 11
Fisheries management measures

4. CPCs shall ensure that:
- it shall be prohibited to remove shark fins on board vessels and to retain, tranship or land shark fins.

- in order to facilitate on-board storage, shark fins may be partially sliced through and folded against
the carcass, but shall not be removed from the carcass before landing.

- beheading and skinning of specimens on board and before landing shall be prohibited. Beheaded and
skinned sharks cannot be marketed at the first sale markets after landing;

- It shall be prohibited to purchase, offer for sale or sell shark fins which have been removed, retained
on board, transhipped or landed in contravention of this Recommendation.

5. Reduction of trawl fishing in coastal areas to enhance protection of coastal sharks

A) CPCs shall ensure that fishing activities carried out with trawl nets are prohibited within 3
nautical miles off the coast, provided that the 50 meters isobath is not reached, or within the 50
meters isobath where that depth is reached at a shorter distance from the coast.

B) Specific and spatially limited derogation may be granted by the Members on condition that
affects a limited number of vessels and provided that such derogation:

a. is justified by particular geographical constraints, such as the limited size of
continental shelf along the entire coastline of a Member State or the limited extent of
trawlable fishing grounds due to different causes;

and/or

b. concerns small trawl vessels of less than or equal to 12 metres overall length and
engine power of less than or equal to 85 kW traditionally carried out in coastal areas;

or
c. concerns a limited number of vessels during a seasonal fishing campaign;
and

d. has no significant impact on the marine environment.

C) CPCs shall inform the GFCM on the modalities of applying the derogation under point B)
no later than 31 March 2013. This notification shall include:

a. a list of authorised trawl fishing vessels with their characteristics,

b. zones as identified by geographic coordinates both on land and at sea and by GFCM
statistical rectangles as defined in Recommendation GFCM/35/2011/1.

c. Measures taken to monitor and mitigate impact on marine environment

D) CPCs shall establish a specific monitoring plan for the trawl fisheries operating under
derogation as stipulated by point B).
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E) These provisions are without prejudice to more detailed or stricter rules implemented by
Members.

Elasmobranchs species under Annex II (list of endangered or threatened species) and Annex III
(list of species whose exploitation is regulated) of the SPA/BD Protocol to the Barcelona
Convention

6. CPCs shall ensure a high protection from fishing activities to elasmobranches species listed in Annex
I of the SPA/BD protocol of the Barcelona Convention that must be released unharmed and alive to
the extent possible.

7. Specimens of sharks' species listed in Annex II of the SPA/BD Protocol cannot be retained on board,
transhipped, landed, transferred, stored, sold or displayed or offered for sale.

8. CPCs shall ensure that catches of tope shark (Galeorhinus galeus) taken with bottom- set nets,
longlines and in tuna traps shall be promptly released unharmed and alive to the extent possible.

PART II1
Monitoring, data collection and research

9. CPCs shall ensure that:

a. information on fishing activities, catch data, incidental taking, release and/or discarding
events for sharks species listed either in Annex II or III of the SPA/BD Protocol, must be
recorded by the ship-owners in the logbook or equivalent document, in line with requirements
of Recommendation GFCM/35/2011/1 establishing the GFCM logbook;

b. this information must be reported to the national authorities for notification to GFCM
Secretariat within the annual national reporting to SAC and through the Task 1;

c. any other additional measures are taken to improve data gathering in view of scientific
monitoring of the species.

10. As appropriate, the GFCM and its CPCs should, individually and collectively, engage in capacity
building efforts and other research cooperative activities to improve knowledge on sharks and sharks
fisheries and to support the effective implementation of this recommendation, including entering into
cooperative arrangements with other appropriate international bodies.

11. The provisions referred to in Paragraphs 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 are without prejudice to stricter rules
implemented by the CPCs.
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The main objective of the Working Group is to coordinate technical, scientific and socio-economic
activities relating to small-scale fisheries in order to fill the main data gaps relating to this sector, to
produce advice for consideration and validation by the SAC and WGBS and to support the sustainable
management and development of small-scale fisheries within a Blue Growth perspective. To this end,
the WGSSF shall:

e ;Provide advice on the implementation of technical outputs of Target 2 of the mid-term strategy

e Provide advice on the implementation of technical aspects of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines
for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty
;Eradication (SSF Guidelines) in the GFCM area of application

e Promote the use of the GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework (DCRF) as a data
;collection tool for small-scale fisheries

e Measure the biological and ecological impacts of small-scale fishing activity on fish stocks,
;particularly for priority species, and on the marine environment

e Develop indicators to measure the economic and social impacts of small-scale fishing activity
on coastal communities in the Mediterranean and Black Sea. Assess the access of small-scale
fishers to resources and markets, in light of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 14.b., and examine the interaction of small-scale fishing with related sectors,
;particularly fish processing, marine recreational fisheries and tourism

e Identify interactions between small-scale and recreational fisheries, with a view to assessing
potential conflicts, including competition for resources, competition for space and gear
.interactions
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The main objective of the Working Group is to coordinate technical, scientific and socio-economic
activities relating to recreational fisheries in order to fill the main data gaps relating to this sector, to
produce advice for consideration and validation by the SAC and WGBS and to support the sustainable
management of recreational fisheries within an Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries perspective. To this
end, the WGREF shall:

e Provide advice on the implementation of technical outputs of Target 2 of the mid-term strategy
;in relation to recreational fisheries

e Measure the biological and ecological impacts of marine recreational fishing activity on fish
;stocks, particularly for priority species, and on the marine environment

e Measure the socio-economic impact of marine recreational fishing activity on coastal
communities in the Mediterranean and Black Sea, including its interaction with related sectors
;such as tourism and small-scale fisheries

e Harmonize methodologies for assessing recreational fisheries, towards improved data
;collection in support of sustainable recreational fisheries management

e Identify interactions between recreational and small-scale fisheries, with a view to assessing
potential conflicts, including competition for resources, competition for space and gear
.Interactions
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