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Swaziland 

GEOGRAPHY, CLIMATE AND POPULATION 

Geography 

The Kingdom of Swaziland is located in southeastern Africa. It is a landlocked country bordered by 

Mozambique to the east and the Republic of South Africa on all other sides. It has a total area of 

17 360 km2. The country is mostly mountainous and hilly, with some moderate sloping plains. 

For administrative purposes the country is divided into four districts, each of which is administered by 

a Regional Administrator: 

 Hhohho in the north, with its administrative headquarters in Mbabane; 

 Manzini in the centre, with headquarters in Manzini; 

 Shiselweni in the south, with headquarters in Nhlangano; 

 Lubombo in the east, with headquarters in Siteki. 

Two major systems of land tenure exist in Swaziland. Title Deed Land (TDL) is privately owned land 

and is used mainly for ranching, forestry or estate production of crops such as sugar cane, citrus and 

pineapples. It covers 46 percent of the country. Swazi Nation Land (SNL), which is land held in trust 

by the King for the Swazi people, covers the remaining 54 percent of the country. 

The country is divided into four agro-ecological zones, based on elevation, landforms, geology, soils 

and vegetation. The Highveld, Middleveld and Lowveld occupy about one-third of the country each, 

while the Lubombo Plateau occupies less than one-tenth of the country. 

Climate 

Swaziland has a subtropical climate with summer rains. About 75 percent of the precipitation falls from 

October to March. The climatic conditions range from sub-humid and temperate in the Highveld to 

semi-arid in the Lowveld. The national long-term average rainfall is 788 mm/year. Table 1 gives the 

rainfall for the different ecological zones. 

TABLE 1 
Rainfall in ecological zones of Swaziland 

Ecological zone Rainfall 
 mm 

Highveld 700 - 1550 
Middleveld 550 - 850 
Lowveld 400 - 550 
Lubombo Plateau 550 - 850 

Population 

The country’s population was about 1.1 million in 2004, of which 76 percent are rural (Table 2). The 

population density is 62 inhabitants/km2. About 52 percent of the population is female, while 48 percent 

are males. The annual population growth was estimated at 2.9 percent in 1998 and had declined to 

1.9 percent in 2002. One reason for the decline is the impact of HIV/AIDS that has led to high mortality. 
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FIGURE 1 
Map of Swaziland 
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TABLE 2 
Basic statistics and population 

 Physical areas:    

 Area of the country  2002 1 736 000        ha 

 Cultivated area (arable land and area under permanent crops) 2002 190 000        ha 

 As % of the total area of the country 2002                   11  % 

 Arable land (annual crops + temp fallow + temp. meadows) 2002 178 000        ha 

 Area under permanent crops 2002                  12 000        ha 

 Population:    

 Total population 2004 1 083 000       inhabitants 

- Of which rural 2004 76       % 

 Population density 2004 62       inhabitants/km2 

 Economically active population 2004    376 000        inhabitants 

 - as % of total population 2004 35        % 

 - female 2004 39        % 

 - male 2004 61        % 

 Population economically active in agriculture 2004 119 000        inhabitants 

 - as % of total economically active population 2004 32        % 

 - female 2004 47        % 

 - male 2004 53        % 

 Economy and development:    

 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (current US$) 2003  1 800    million US$/year 

 Value added in agriculture (% of GDP) 2003                     11.3  % 

 GDP per capita 2003                 1 671       US$/year 

 Human Development Index  (highest = 1) 2002  0.519  

 Access to improved drinking water sources:    

 Total population 2002                       52       % 

 Urban population 2002                        87       % 

 Rural population 2002                       42       % 

Clean water supply coverage, in the form of taps in houses, taps outside houses, community taps and 

boreholes, is 42 percent for the rural population and 87 percent for the urban population (Table 2). Rivers 

and unprotected wells are the main source of household water for people in the countryside with 67 

percent of the rural population relying on them. 

ECONOMY, AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY 

Since 1990, economic growth has failed to match population increase. During the second half of the 

1980s, Swaziland achieved a remarkably high level of annual economic growth ranging from 7 to 

10 percent. During the 1990s, economic growth slowed down to about 1 percent. In 1998 real annual 

economic growth slackened to 0.1 percent, and the gross domestic product increased by 1.7 percent. The 

slowdown in economic activities in the late 1990s was due mainly to low agricultural production, low 

international commodity prices, weak demand and a generally depressed world economic environment. 

The GDP of the country (current US$) was US$ 1.8 billion in 2003 with agriculture contributing about 

11.3 percent. This contribution has been fluctuating over the past 10 years owing to unreliable rainfall 

leading to poor harvests. 

The cultivated area is estimated at 190 000 ha, of which 178 000 ha of arable land and 12 000 ha under 

permanent crops. Maize is the most important crop in Swazi Nation Land (SNL); however there has 

been an increase in the number of farmers on SNL growing sugar cane, especially those with irrigation 

facilities. The major factor contributing to the shift is the profitability of sugar cane cultivation. The 

price of maize has always been regulated by government and so does not entirely reflect market 

conditions. As a result, a secondary market has emerged quoting substantially high prices, especially in 

areas affected by drought. Swaziland has never been self-sufficient in maize production; the shortfall to 
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cover consumption needs has always been satisfied by commercial imports and food aid. Table 3 shows 

the maize production and imports for the seasons from 1987/88 to 1997/98.  

TABLE 3 
Maize production and imports for 1987/88 to 1997/98 

Season Production Imports Total consumption Imports as percentage  
of total consumption 

  (1 000 tons) (1 000 tons) (1 000 tons) (%) 

1987/88 85.7 33.5 119.2 28.1 
1988/89 110.0 18.2 128.2 14.2 
1989/90 135.0 15.1 150.1 10.1 
1990/91 153.0 11.9 164.9 7.2 
1991/92 45.6 63.6 109.9 57.9 
1992/93 84.0 30.7 114.7 26.8 
1993/94 63.7 10.4 74.1 14.0 
1994/95 69.9 29.7 99.6 29.8 
1995/96 135.6 10.2 145.8 7.0 
1996/97 85.1 15.0 100.1 15.0 
1997/98 107.2 13.0 120.2 10.8 

WATER RESOURCES 

The four main river systems in the country are: 

 The Komati and Lomati systems, in the north of the country, both originate in South Africa 

and flow out of Swaziland back into South Africa, before entering Mozambique; 

 The Mbuluzi River rises in Swaziland and flows into Mozambique; 

 The Usuthu River, together with a number of major tributaries, originates in South Africa and 

flows out into Mozambique, forming the border between Mozambique and South Africa; 

 The Ngwavuma, in the south of the country, rises in Swaziland and flows into South Africa 

before entering Mozambique. 

The fifth river system contributing to the surface water resources of Swaziland is the Pongola River, 

which is found in South Africa, south of Swaziland. The Jozini dam, built on the South African side, 

floods some land on the Swaziland side and the water is available for use in Swaziland. 

The total renewable water resources of the country are 4.51 km3/year, with 1.87 km3/year or 42 percent 

originating from South Africa (Table 4). A quantitative assessment of groundwater resources of the 

country has not been undertaken. It is estimated that the groundwater resource potential is about 21 m3/s 

countrywide, which is equal to 0.66 km3/year, while the bulk of the groundwater resources occurs in the 

Highveld and Middleveld regions. With the exception of the post-Karoo igneous intrusive formation 

and the recent thin alluvia along the major river valleys, the strongly consolidated rocks of the Archean 

Basement Complex and the Karoo system underlie practically all of Swaziland and limit the 

groundwater development potential of the country. 

 
TABLE 4 
Water resources 

Renewable water resources:   

 Average precipitation                   788 mm/yr 

            13.7 109 m3/yr 

 Internal renewable water resources              2.6 109 m3/yr 

 Total actual renewable water resources              4.5 109 m3/yr 

 Dependency ratio            41.5 % 

 Total actual renewable water resources per inhabitant 2004            4 164 m3/yr 

 Total dam capacity 2002     585 106 m3 
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There are nine major dams with a height of more than 10 metres and with a total storage capacity of 

about 585 million m3. Seven are used for irrigation purposes, one for hydroelectric purposes and one for 

water supply (Table 5). 

 
TABLE 5 
Main dams in Swaziland 

Name Capacity Surface area Date  River  Location 
of dam (1000 m3) (1000 m3) established system Latitude Longitude 

Maguga 332 000 10 420 2001 Komati 26.10 °S 31.23 °E 
Mnjoli 153 000 14 800 1980 Mbuluzi 26.17 °S 31.67 °E 
Sand River 50 330 698 1965 Komati 26.00 °S 31.70 °E 
Luphohlo 24 000 120 1984 Usuthu 26.37 °S 31.08 °E 
Hendrick Van 
Eck 

9 865 145 1969 Usuthu 26.75 °S 31.92 °E 

Sivunga 5 920 120 1972 Usuthu 26.67 °S 32.00 °E 
Nyetane 6 780 137 Raised 1992 Usuthu 26.37 °S 31.57 °E 
Hawane 2 750 70 1984 Mbuluzi 26.23 °S 31.80 °E 
Lavumisa 345 27 1996 Pongola 27.28 °S 31.85 °E 

Total 584 990      

 

INTERNATIONAL WATER ISSUES 

In order to facilitate the development of water resources of common interest, in 1992 the governments 

of Swaziland and South Africa signed a treaty for the establishment and functioning of the Joint Water 

Commission. In addition to any other functions or powers conferred on the Commission, it advises the 

two countries on all technical matters relating to the following: 

 The criteria to be adopted in the allocation of the utilizable portion of water resources of 

common interest between the two countries; 

 The investigations for the development of water resources of common interest by the two 

countries, including the construction, operation and maintenance of any water works; 

 The prevention of, and exercise of control over, the pollution of water resources of common 

interest. 

Another international body is the Komati Basin Water Authority (KOBWA), which is a bilateral 

company formed in 1993 under the Treaty on the Development and Utilization of the Water Resources 

of the Komati River Basin, 1992, entered between the Government of the Kingdom of Swaziland and 

the Government of the Republic of South Africa. Its purpose is to implement Phase 1 of the Komati 

River Basin Development Project comprising the design, construction and maintenance of Driekoppes 

Dam in South Africa and the Maguga Dam in Swaziland. Both the Treaty of the Establishment and 

Functioning of the Joint Water Commission and the Treaty on the Development and Utilization of the 

Water Resources of the Komati River Basin recognize the rights of Mozambique to a reasonable and 

equitable share of the water resources of shared rivers. 

A Tripartite Technical Committee (TCTP), established under the Tripartite Agreements between 

Swaziland, South Africa and Mozambique, is responsible inter alia for the identification and 

prioritization of capacity-building challenges and opportunities in the water sectors of the three parties 

and the establishment of regime allocations. 

The member states of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) signed a protocol on 

shared watercourses (Protocol on Shared Watercourses in SADC, 2000). The overall objectives of the 

protocol are to foster closer cooperation for judicious, sustainable and coordinated management, 

protection and utilization of shared watercourses and to advance the SADC agenda of regional 

integration and poverty alleviation. In order to achieve this objective, the Protocol seeks to: 

 Promote and facilitate the establishment of shared watercourse agreements and shared 

watercourse institutions for the management of shared watercourses; 

 Advance the sustainable, equitable and reasonable utilization of shared watercourses; 
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 Promote a coordinated, integrated and environmentally sound development and management 

of shared watercourses; 

 Promote the harmonization and monitoring of legislation and policies for planning, 

development, conservation, protection of shared watercourses, and allocation of the resources; 

 Promote research and technology development, information exchange, capacity building, and 

the application of appropriate technologies in shared watercourses management. 

WATER USE 

Total water withdrawal for agricultural, municipal and industrial purposes is estimated at just over 

1 km3. Over 95 percent of the water resources in the country are used for irrigation (Table 6, Table 7 

and Figure 2). 

 
TABLE 6 
Water uses 

 Water withdrawal:    

Total water withdrawal 2000        1 042 106 m3/yr 

 - irrigation + livestock 2000           993 106 m3/yr 

 - livestock 2000  13 106 m3/yr 

 - municipalities 2000  24 106 m3/yr 

 - industry 2000  12 106 m3/yr 

 per inhabitant 2000           998  m3/yr 

Surface water and groundwater withdrawal 2000        1 042 106 m3/yr 

 as % of total actual renewable water resources  2000   23  % 

 Non-conventional sources of water:    

 Produced wastewater   2002             12 106 m3/yr 

 Treated wastewater   2002 9 106 m3/yr 

 Re-used treated wastewater  - 106 m3/yr 

 Desalinated water produced  - 106 m3/yr 

 Re-used agricultural drainage water  - 106 m3/yr 

 
TABLE 7 
Estimated water use in Swaziland in 2000 

Category Water withdrawal Water withdrawal 

 (million m3) (%) 

Irrigation 992.65 95.3 

Livestock 12.51 1.2 

Domestic:  - Rural 9.75 0.9 

   - Urban 14.43 1.4 

Industry 12.02 1.2 

Total 1 041.36 100.0 
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FIGURE 2 
Water withdrawal 
Total 1.042 km3 in 2000 

 

IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 

The irrigation potential for the country, based on the physical land capability and water availability, is 

estimated at 93 220 ha. In 2000, 49 843 ha of the land is under irrigation, with over 40 000 ha being 

used for irrigated sugar cane (Table 8). Over 84 percent of the irrigated land is found in the Lowveld, 

with about 15 percent in the Middleveld. 

About 10 large irrigation schemes (> 500 ha) occupy 67 percent of the irrigated land (Figure 3). Medium 

irrigation schemes (50 500 ha) and small irrigation schemes (< 50 ha) occupy 20 percent and 13 percent 

of the land respectively. Large schemes are dominant in TDL, while small schemes are dominant in 

SNL. In the latter, there are several micro-irrigation schemes which are communal projects funded by 

several NGOs and IFAD through the Swaziland Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives. These 

schemes occupy about 1 500 ha of land scattered around the country. 

 
FIGURE 3 
Irrigation scheme size 
Total 49 843 ha in 2000 

 
 

About 52 percent of the land is under surface irrigation, followed by overhead irrigation (drag lines, 

fixed sprinklers, centre pivots, etc.) on 42 percent of the area. The remaining 6 percent of the area is 

under localized irrigation (Table 8 and Figure 4). 
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TABLE 8 
Irrigation and drainage 

 Irrigation potential            93 220       ha 

 Water management    

 1. Full or partial control irrigation: equipped area 2000          49 843 ha 

 - surface irrigation 2000          25 887 ha 

 - sprinkler irrigation 2000          20 905 ha 

 - localized irrigation 2000            3 051 ha 

 % of area irrigated from groundwater  - % 

 % of area irrigated from surface water  - % 

 2. Equipped lowlands (wetland, ivb, flood plains, mangroves)  - ha 

 3. Spate irrigation  - ha 

 Total area equipped for irrigation (1+2+3) 2000        49 843 ha 

  as % of cultivated area 2000               26 % 

 average increase per year over the last … years  - % 

  power irrigated area as % of total area equipped  - % 

 % of total area equipped actually irrigated 2002               90 % 

 4. Non-equipped cultivated wetlands and inland valley bottoms  - ha 

 5. Non-equipped flood recession cropping area   - ha 

 Total water-managed area (1+2+3+4+5) 2000        49 843 ha 

 as % of cultivated area 2000               26 % 

 Full or partial control irrigation schemes: Criteria:    

 Small-scale schemes                 < 50 ha 2002            6 419 ha 

 Medium-scale schemes                                    50 - 500 ha 2002          10 000 ha 

 large-scale schemes               > 500 ha 2002          33 424 ha 

 Total number of households in irrigation  -  

 Irrigated crops in full or partial control irrigation schemes:    

 Total irrigated grain production 1998            2 650 tonnes 

 as % of total grain production 1998                   2 % 

 Total harvested irrigated cropped area 2002          45 482 ha 

 Annual crops: total 2002          42 919 ha 

 - sugar cane 1998          41 516 ha 

 - rice 1998          50 ha 

 - maize 1998         500 ha 

 - potatoes 1998          75 ha 

 - vegetables 1998          778 ha 

 Permanent crops: total 1998          2 563 ha 

 - citrus 1998          2 513 ha 

 - bananas 1998          50 ha 

 Irrigated cropping intensity 2002 101 % 

 Drainage - Environment:    

 Total drained area  - ha 

 - part of the area equipped for irrigation drained  - ha 

 - other drained area (non-irrigated)  - ha 

 - drained area as % of cultivated area  - % 

 Flood-protected areas  - ha 

 Area salinized by irrigation  - ha 

 Population affected by water-related diseases 1998 2 926 inhabitants 
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FIGURE 4 
Irrigation techniques 
Total 49 843 ha in 2000 

 

Role of irrigation in agricultural production, the economy and society 

Sugar cane is by far the dominant irrigated crop in the country, covering over 91 percent of the harvested 

irrigated cropped area (Table 8 and Figure 5). Next comes citrus, covering almost 6 percent. Smaller 

areas are covered by vegetables, maize, potatoes, rice and bananas. Table 9 shows areas, harvests and 

yields of sugar cane over several years.  

TABLE 9 
Sugar cane production 

Year Area harvested Harvest Yield 

 (ha) (1 000 tons) (tons/ha) 

1997/1998 38 862 3 887    100      

1998/1999 42 585 3 886    91      

1999/2000 44 246 4 332    98      

FIGURE 5 
Irrigated crops 
Total 45 482 ha in 2002 (cropping intensity 101%) 
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The sugar industry, which is the main irrigation industry in the country, provides direct employment to 

about 16 000 people, and about 20 000 people benefit from the industry indirectly. The sugar estates 

provide free or heavily subsidized medical facilities, housing, electricity and water to employers. 

Several irrigation and water resources development programmes exist in the country. Some of the 

projects are highlighted in Table 10. 

TABLE 10 
Irrigation and water resources development projects 

Project Comments 

Maguga Dam Project This international programme was established through the 1992 Komati Basin Treaty between 
Swaziland and South Africa. The overall management of the project is by the Komati Basin Water 
Authority (KOBWA), a bi-national agency established under the terms of the Komati Basin Treaty. 
The governments of South Africa and Swaziland fund it jointly. The Maguga dam with a height of 
115 m is the fourth highest dam in Southern Africa. 

Komati Downstream 
Development Project 
(KDDP) 

 

The project extends over 27 000 ha with a population of about 22 000 people. It intends to 
develop 6 000 ha of new irrigation schemes along the Komati basin in collaboration with 
smallholder farmers using water from the recently completed Maguga dam. It is being 
implemented by the Swaziland Komati Project Enterprise (SKPE), and funded by the Swaziland 
Government. 

Lower Usuthu 
Smallholder Irrigation 
Project (LUSIP) 

The Lower Usuthu Smallholder Irrigation Project (LUSIP) involves construction of three dams to 
form an off-river storage reservoir to impound water that will be diverted from wet season flood 
flows on the lower Usuthu River. The project is in two phases, and it intends developing a net of 
11 500 ha for irrigation. It is being financed through agreed loans from several organizations 
including the African Development Bank, the Development Bank of Southern Africa, the Arabic 
Bank for Economic Development in Africa, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, 
and the European Investment Bank. 

Smallholder 
Agricultural 
Development Project 
(SADP) 

The Smallholder Agricultural Development Project for irrigation development was designed to 
assist the most disadvantaged agricultural producers in the Swazi Nation Land. It was approved 
in 1993 for a loan from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). Its sub-
components consist of development of 185 ha of new small-scale irrigation and consolidation of 
another 257 ha of existing schemes to promote farmers management of irrigation schemes. 

Earth Dam 
Rehabilitation and 
Construction 
Programme 

Several earth dams were constructed and rehabilitated through the project, the largest being 
Nyetane dam with a capacity of 6 million m3. The aim of the project is to rehabilitate between six 
and eight dams each year in the low rainfall areas. The European Union and Swaziland 
Government fund the project. 

Lavumisa Irrigation 
Project 

The project developed 300 ha of land, and it uses water from Jozini Dam in South Africa pumped 
by the South African Government as a compensation for flooded land in Swaziland, adjacent to 
the dam. A total of 75 smallholder farmers are participating in the scheme. 

WATER MANAGEMENT, POLICIES AND LEGISLATION RELATED TO WATER USE IN AGRICULTURE 

Institutions 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Energy (MNRE) is responsible for assessment, monitoring, 

management and allocation of water resources in the country. It has several branches responsible for 

specific activities. The Water Resource Branch (WRB) is responsible for stream flow observation, 

planning of water resources and control of pollution, while the Rural Water Supply Branch is responsible 

for water supply and sanitation in rural areas. The Groundwater Unit of the Geological Surveys and 

Mines Branch is responsible for drilling boreholes and monitoring the withdrawal of underground water. 

The Swaziland Water Service Corporation, a parastatal organization, is responsible for urban and peri-

urban water supply and sanitation. The Swaziland Environment Authority (SEA) is responsible for 

pollution control and allocation of compliance certificates after proponents of development projects have 

submitted environmental impact assessment reports and comprehensive mitigation plans. The Ministry 

of Agriculture and Cooperatives constructs small earth dams and assists farmers with the utilization of 

water resources. 
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Policies and legislation 

Swaziland does not have a clear policy on water use and management. The overall management of water 

resources is on an ad hoc basis through several uncoordinated pieces of legislation, spread among a 

number of Ministries as well as other institutions outside the government, that are aimed at solving 

specific issues without due consideration of harmonization. These Acts include the Protection of 

Freshwater Fish Act of 1938, the Swaziland Electricity Act of 1963, the Water Act of 1967, the Water 

Services Act of 1992, the Komati River Basin Water Resources Development and Utilization Act of 

1992, the Joint Water Commission Act of 1992, the Swaziland Environmental Authority Act of 1992, 

the Swaziland Administrative Order of 1998 and the Borehole Act of the Geological Surveys and Mines, 

to name a few. 

At present, landowners with title deeds on riparian lands are entitled, by virtue of the deed, to abstract 

water from the stream flowing alongside or within their properties as well as underground water. The 

Water Act of 1967 (Swaziland Government, 1967) is the main legislation that regulates the apportioning 

and use of water but it only applies to title deed land and thus excludes all communal land, which 

constitutes 54 percent of total land in Swaziland. 

The Swaziland Environmental Authority Act (Swaziland Government, 1992) addresses the issues of 

water for the environment and pollution control. The Act includes provisions for the establishment of 

standards and guidelines related to the pollution of air, water and land, as well as for the control of all 

forms of environmental pollution including that caused by the discharge of toxic wastes into the air, 

water and land. 

The Swaziland Administration Order of 1998 empowers the Ngwenyama (King in Council) to issue 

orders to be followed in Swazi Nation Land and can be used as a tool for managing water resources in 

communal land. Among other things, these orders require: 

 the prevention of any pollution of the water in, or injury to, any dam, stream, watercourse, 

waterhole, well, borehole, or other water supplies and to prevent the obstruction of any stream 

or watercourse for the construction, improvement or maintenance of communal water supplies; 

 measures to be taken to secure proper housing and sanitation; 

 regulation of the provision, maintenance and use of communal water supplies. 

The National Development Strategy (NDS) intends to formulate a Vision and Mission Statement with 

appropriate strategies for socio-economic development for the next 25 years and to provide a guide for 

the formulation of development plans and for the equitable allocation of resources. It is designed to 

strengthen the Government’s development planning and management capacities and to have a national 

consensus on the direction of future developments in the country. The NDS addresses the issue of water 

resources development and gives several recommendations (National Development Strategy, 1999). It 

advocates the development of an overall policy to cover all water uses, the expansion of smallholder 

irrigation within a national irrigation development plan whilst encouraging farmers to utilize all 

available water catchments, and planning and constructing small to medium size dams to provide a 

reliable source of water for small-scale irrigation, livestock, fisheries and municipal use. 

ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH 

Sanitation coverage is poor in Swaziland, as an estimated 59 percent of the rural population has pit 

latrines and only 33 percent has access to a clean water supply. The high rate of infant mortality in the 

country is attributed to diarrhoea, malnutrition and infectious diseases, which can be linked to the lack 

of a potable water supply and sanitary facilities and to poor hygiene. 

The highest risk of bilharzia infection is in the Middleveld and Lubombo plateau where rivers flow 

slowly and stagnant pools form. The high temperatures and the lack of alternative water supply sources 
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mean that people use the rivers and streams for swimming, washing and drinking. Domestic animals use 

the same water and contaminate it, increasing the risk of transmitting infections to humans. No study to 

establish the full extent of the problem of bilharzia has been undertaken. However it was estimated in 

1990 that the infected population may be as high as 20 percent of the population of the Middleveld and 

the Lubombo plateau. 

Malaria remains a major health problem in the country. The disease is seasonal and unstable, occurring 

mainly during or after the rainy season. Malaria is prevalent in the Lowveld, Lubombo Plateau and some 

parts of the Middleveld. It is estimated that 30 percent of the population resides in malaria risk areas, 38 

percent in malaria receptive areas and 32 percent in non-malaria areas. 

PROSPECTS FOR AGRICULTURAL WATER MANAGEMENT 

The irrigation potential of Swaziland is being increased by construction of small and large dams. The 

construction of the Maguga dam along the Komati river and the Lower Usuthu Smallholder Irrigation 

Scheme will lead to the development of a total of 17 500 ha for irrigation within the next 5 years. 

The existing policy framework in the country is fundamentally flawed and not conducive to the 

management of water resources. In an attempt to improve the policy framework the MNRE tabled the 

Water Bill of 2001 in parliament, to replace the Water Act of 1967 as well as to consolidate the pieces 

of legislation found in different acts and orders. The bill was approved by parliament in 2002, and 

received the King’s assent in April 2003. The new Water Act seeks to streamline the water allocation 

process, and to increase the role played by water users in the use and management of water resources. 

It also calls for the establishment of a National Water Authority (NWA), River Basin Authorities and 

Water User Associations, which will help in enhancing public involvement in water resources 

management, and also includes the private sector as a partner in water development. A draft irrigation 

policy is at present under preparation, with the assistance of FAO. 
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