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INTRODUCTION 
1. The Thirty-fourth Session of the European Commission on Agriculture (ECA) was held in 
Riga, Latvia, on 7 June 2006 under the Chairpersonship of Mr Jean-Jacques Soula (France). 

2. The List of Participants is given in the Appendix I to this Report. 

OPENING OF THE SESSION 
3. The Chairperson opened the Session and recalled that the Session was taking place within 
the context of a revised mandate, as adopted by the 119th Session of the FAO Council, and its new 
role as technical preparatory meeting of the Regional Conference for Europe (ERC).  He also 
recalled that, following an assessment of the objectives and format of the Regional Conference for 
Europe and of the ECA itself undertaken during the 2004-05 biennium by the ECA Executive 
Committee as mandated by the 24th Regional Conference for Europe (paras. 59 – 61 of 
ERC/04/REP), the Commission was meeting on an experimental basis, back-to-back with the 
ERC, and just one day before the Conference.  The Chairperson drew attention in particular to 
Items 4 and 5 of the agenda and indicated that both items had been selected by the European 
Regional Group in Rome, with a view that the ECA should undertake the technical preparation 
and submit results of the debate and recommendations for endorsement by the 25th FAO Regional 
Conference for Europe meeting the following day.  

4. On behalf of FAO, Ms Jutta Krause, Regional Representative for Europe, welcomed the 
participants, and expressed appreciation to the Government of Latvia for the hospitality and 
excellent facilities that had been provided for the Session.  

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
5. The Commission adopted the Agenda, as given in Appendix II to this report. In this 
connection, the Chairperson indicated that considering the reduction of the Commission’s session 
duration to one day, it might not be possible for the Commission to adopt its report. The 
Commission therefore, endorsed the Chairperson’s suggestion that, if necessary, and depending 
on the Commission’s debate, at the conclusion of  Item 9 of its agenda, the Commission would 
suspend its session for approximately one hour to allow the Rapporteur to draft a summary of 
conclusions of the day’s deliberations on which he would seek the Commission’s endorsement. In 
view of the time constraints, this summary of conclusions would be ready in English only. The 
summary would form the basis of the oral report of the Commission’s Rapporteur to the 
25th Regional Conference for Europe scheduled for the afternoon of the following day 
(8 June 2006).  

6. However, insofar as the proposed summary of conclusions could not be considered a 
report in accordance with Rule VIII, paragraph 1, of the Rules of Procedure of the ECA, the 
Commission recommended that the Executive Committee should, during the intersessional period, 
undertake a review of the Rules of Procedure of the ECA (adopted at its 29th Session in 1995) and 
propose the adjustments required in light of the evolution of the Commission.  Amendments to the 
Rules of Procedure would be adopted by the Commission at its 35th Session in 2008. 

APPOINTMENT OF RAPPORTEUR 
7. Mr Zohrab V. Malek (Ambassador of Armenia to FAO) was appointed Rapporteur of the 
Session.  
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THE ROLE OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT IN 
REVITALIZING ABANDONED/DEPOPULATED AREAS1  

8. The Item was introduced by Ms Jutta Krause, Regional Representative for Europe.  She 
underlined the main causes leading to the abandonment and depopulation of areas and enumerated 
a number of policies which could be applied in order to revitalize these areas. She also indicated 
that the relevant document included a set of recommendations in Section VI, to be forwarded to 
the 25th Regional Conference for Europe for endorsement in order to facilitate the Commission’s 
deliberations on this item. 

9. The Commission welcomed the document and thanked the Secretariat for the practical 
and pragmatic analysis in the paper and noted that agriculture has a role to play beyond 
production.  

10. The Commission took note that the document used the EU experience, among others, as a 
reference for defining different policy options.  

11. The Commission highlighted that sometimes the EU policies were presented in the 
document in a distorted manner and that the reformed rural development policy of the EU was not 
designed to simply ensure its consistency with the WTO rules but that rural development policy 
had a much wider scope to fulfil, such as contributing to economic growth and employment 
opportunities, to satisfy consumer demand for food quality and to provide attractive livelihoods. 

12. Member Nations suggested to consider agriculture and rural development policies as a 
result of a more complex and diversified process, implicating different sectors of the economy, 
different demographic structures, different systems and preference of livelihoods, different stages 
of development and a changing global context, each having a differentiated impact on processes 
of land abandonment and depopulation of rural areas. 

13. The Commission noted that in developed countries land abandonment no longer 
coincided with depopulation, while the two processes remain associated in developing and less 
developed countries.  

14. The Commission took note that in the EU the viability of rural areas was associated with 
the repopulation of such areas, driven by the service and manufacturing sector and not only 
agriculture. Abandonment, depopulation and ageing represented only one aspect, the most 
traditional one of the evolution of rural areas.  

15. Member Nations highlighted that one of the EU rural development policy main objectives 
was to improve the competitiveness of farm and forest enterprises through support for 
restructuring and innovation.  

16. The Commission requested that the specific problems of developing countries should be 
studied in a more particular manner, especially factors such as the sizeable peasant populations 
engaged in subsistence agriculture and temporary migration. 

17. The Commission suggested that revitalization policies should be differentiated according 
to the socio-economic conditions of rural areas. 

18. The Commission also suggested to differentiate the diagnosis on the basis of the degree of 
the development as well as based on different behaviour related to land abandonment and 
depopulation in relation to the character of the rural economy and environment rather than 
referring it only to agriculture. 

                                                      
1 ECA/34/06/2 and ECA/34/06/2-Sup.1 
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19. The Commission took note of Ireland’s remark that the FAO statistics in paragraph 8 of 
the document did not reflect the national statistics of Ireland and that footnote 8 of the same 
document did not reflect the official position of Ireland. 

20. The Commission requested to consider differentiation policies addressing the 
environment, landscape and biodiversity on the basis of intensive or extensive land management 
patterns and levels of modernization, as well as, the organization of coherent and complementary 
agriculture and rural development policies as a package rather than opting for a generalized menu 
of broad orientations for all rural areas. 

21. The Commission endorsed the recommendations and requested forwarding them to the 
25th Regional Conference for Europe for their endorsement. 

DEVELOPMENT IN THE EUROPEAN AGRIFOOD MARKETS: 
IMPACT ON PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS AND 

PERSPECTIVES2  
22. The Item was introduced by Mr David Sedik, Chief, Policy Assistance Branch of the 
Regional Office for Europe, who outlined why the nature of food supply relationships matter for 
food and agriculture policy-makers and how the linkages between farmers and the buyers of their 
produce were changing in Western Europe, Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and what were the implications of this restructuring 
for domestic policy-makers and international agencies, such as FAO. He also outlined a number 
of key questions from the document for discussion.  

23. The Commission welcomed the document as it provided a useful contribution on a 
number of important elements concerning agricultural and food supply chains, especially in 
Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS countries.  

24. Special reference was made by the Commission regarding the importance of traceability 
as a very important concept in EU policy and a fundamental part of its integrated “from farm to 
fork” approach. 

25. The Commission took note of the efforts in the document to explore the impact of 
changes in contractual arrangements on agricultural productivity, quality, and opportunities for 
small farmers. 

26. The Commission highlighted that marginalization of small farms would be an important 
point to be examined.  

27. The Commission also took note of the references made to the different approaches in 
measuring competitiveness, particularly the ability by retailers or producers to meet standards and 
recalled that other factors such as infrastructure, storage, transport costs and integration of 
markets could also strongly influence competitiveness.  

28. The Commission underlined that assuring food quality and safety standards continued to 
be challenges in parts of the Region and further efforts should be devoted to this important aspect.  

29. The Commission noted that improving production and marketing and adopting food 
quality and safety standards in the processing industry were considered crucial for increasing 
trade opportunities of new EU member states to the Western European market. 

30. The Commission suggested to support enhancing access to information, resources and 
equipment allowing gradual quality improvement also for small and medium-sized agrifood 
businesses.  

                                                      
2 ECA/34/06/3 
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31. The Commission highlighted that vocational training, strengthening agriculture extension 
services and stimulating farmer groups and marketing cooperatives were important measures to 
improve access of small farmers to the market. 

32. The Commission endorsed the recommendations outlined in the document and requested 
forwarding them to the 25th Regional Conference for Europe. 

STATUS OF THE ECA WORKING PARTY ON WOMEN AND THE 
FAMILY IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT3 

33. The Item was introduced by the Regional Representative for Europe. In her introduction 
she drew the Commission’s attention to the two options included in the document which the 
Commission was invited to comment upon. 

34. The Commission welcomed the preparation of the document outlining the evolving status 
of the WPW.  

35. The Commission highlighted however, that the document failed to provide sufficient 
information and an analysis of the need for the WPW on which a sound decision on the future of 
the WPW beyond December 2007 could be based. 

36. The Commission acknowledged the budgetary constraints faced by FAO related to the 
work of the WPW. 

37. The Commission urged that gender issues with its relevance to rural areas should still be a 
priority of the work of FAO in the European Region.  

38. The Commission recalled that the WPW played a valuable role in promoting, networking 
and capacity building. 

39. The Commission highlighted that the preparation and analysis of statistics broken down 
by gender and the use of indicators to study the position of women in rural areas would be a 
significant factor in addressing the problems faced by rural women today. 

40. The Commission acknowledged the availability of extra-budgetary funds by four donors 
(Austria, Lithuania, Norway and Switzerland) to ensure the continuation of the WPW activities, 
particularly in CEE and CIS countries and requested further administrative assistance by SEUR 
and SDW. 

41. In addition, Finland presented a statement on this item, which is attached as Appendix III. 

42. The Commission endorsed the conclusion of the Chairperson:  

a) The Executive Committee would be mandated to undertake, in collaboration with 
the WPW and the Secretariat, an assessment of the objectives of the WPW and its 
methods of work which should include cost effective proposals with an aim to 
enhance the activities of gender issues in the Region; 

b) The Executive Committee would report its findings to the 35th session of the ECA. 

                                                      
3 ECA/34/06/04 
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ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE ECA EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE FOR A TERM OF OFFICE OF TWO YEARS 

43. In accordance with Rule III of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission unanimously 
elected the following members of the Executive Committee for another term of two years, eligible 
for re-election for up to one additional two-year term: 

− Ms Daniela Moyzesová (Czech Republic) 

− Mr Soren Skafte (Denmark) 

− Ms Rita Mannella (Italy) 

44. Rule III of the Rules of Procedure states:  “The Executive Committee shall comprise of 
the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson of the Commission as ex officio  members and five 
members elected by the Commission from among the representatives. ….” .  Considering that the 
European Region had recently increased in membership, and in view of the fact that three 
candidatures had been received to replace two members of the Executive Committee who had 
indicated that they could not continue in this function, i.e. Romania and the FYR of Macedonia, 
the Commission elected the following members for a term of two years, eligible for re-election for 
up to two additional two-year terms: 

− Ms Daniela Rotondaro (San Marino) 

− Mr Yüksel Yücekal (Turkey) 

− Russian Federation (the curriculum vitae of the candidate to be conveyed to the    
Chairperson of the ECA in due course) 

45. The Commission however underlined that the above decision was taken on an exceptional 
basis and requested that the ECA Executive Committee, which was to undertake a review of the 
Rules of Procedure of the ECA should also recommend an amendment to its current Rule III with 
a view to increasing the composition of the Executive Committee taking into consideration the 
increased membership of the Region. 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH SESSION 
46. The Delegation of Austria proposed that they will host the 35th Session of the ECA 
together with the 26th Regional Conference for Europe.  

47. The Commission took note of the offer which would be brought to the attention of the 
Director-General for consideration and decision in consultation with Member Nations in the 
Region, on the understanding that the ECA would continue to meet back-to-back with the 
Regional Conference for Europe. 

48. The Commission took note of the proposal of Armenia to host the 36th Session of the 
ECA and the 27th Regional Conference for Europe.  
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MEMBER NATIONS IN THE REGION 

ÉTATS MEMBRES DE LA REGION 
ESTADOS MIEMBROS DE LA REGIÓN 

 
 
ALBANIA – ALBANIE 
 
Delegate 
 
 
ARMENIA – ARMÉNIE 
 
Delegate 
Zohrab V. MALEK 
Ambassador to FAO 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of 
Armenia to FAO 
Via Camillo Sabatini 102 
00144 Rome 
Tel: +39 065201924 
Fax: +39 065201924 
Email: armambfao@virgilio.it 
 
Andranik PETROSYAN 
Head of Foreign Relations and Marketing 
Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
3rd Governmental Building 
Republic Square 
375010 Yerevan 
Fax:    +374 10524610 
Email: frdmoa@agrounit.am 
 
 
AUSTRIA – AUTRICHE 
 
Delegate 
Mrs Hedwig WÖGERBAUER 
Director 
Head of Division III 3 for FAO 
OECD 
Food Aid and Food Security 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management 
Stubenring 1 
A-1010 Wien 
Tel: +43 1 711002812 
Fax: +43 1 711002959 
Email: 
hedwig.woegerbauer@lebensministerium.at 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dipl.-Ing. Edith KLAUSER 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management 
Stubenring 1 
A-1010 Wien 
Tel: +43 1 711006911 
Email: edith.klauser@lebensministerium.at 
 
Ms Natalie FEISTRITZER 
Permanent Representative of Austria to FAO 
Via Pergolesi 3 
00198 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 844014227 
Fax: +39 06 8543286 
Email: natalie.feistritzer@bmaa.gv.at 
 
Daniel KAPP 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management 
Stubenring 1 
A-1010 Wien 
Tel : +43 1711006823 
Email: daniel.kapp@lebensministerium.at 
 
Norbert WINKLER 
Division III 3 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management 
Stubenring 1 
A-1010 Wien 
Tel: +43 1 711002955 
Fax: +43 1 711002959 
Email: 
norbert.winkler@lebensministerium.at 
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AZERBAIJAN - AZERBAÏDJAN 
AZERBAIYÁN 
 
Delegate 
Bakhram ALIYEV 
Deputy Minister for Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Uz. Gadjibekov str. 40 
AZ 1000 Baku 
Tel: +99412 493 0884 
Fax: +99412 493 0884 
Email: agry@azerin.com 
  
Alternate 
Yagub GULIYEV 
Head of Department of International 
Cooperation and Information 
Agrarian Scientific Centre 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Uz. Gadjibekov str. 40 
AZ 1000 Baku 
Tel: +99412 493 0884 
Fax: +99412 493 0884 
Email: yguliyev@agroagency.gov.az 
 
 
BELARUS – BÉLARUS - BELARÚS 
 
Delegate 
Valery BELSKI 
Director 
Centre of Agrarian Economics 
103 Kazinca Str. 
Minsk 220108 
Tel: +375 17 2120411 
Fax: +375 17 2786921 
Email: belskij@tut.by 
 
Alternate 
Aliaksei MELIASHCHENIA 
Director 
Institute of Meat and Milk Industry 
National Academy of Sciences 
Minsk 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BELGIUM - BELGIQUE - 
BÉLGICA 
 
Délégué 
John CORNET D’ELZIUS 
Ministre Conseiller 
Représentant permanent adjoint de la 
Belgique auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de Belgique 
Bureau FAO, PAM et FIDA 
Via dei Monti Parioli 49 
00197 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 063609511 
Fax: +39 063226935 
Email: john.cornetdelzius@diplobel.fed.be 
 
 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA -  
BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE -  
BOSNIA Y HERZEGOVINA 
 
Delegate 
Halil OMANOVIC 
Director 
Project Implementation Service 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water Management 
and Forestry 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Zmaja ud Bosne br. 8 
71000 Sarajevo 
Tel: +387 33 666538 
Fax: +387 33 666538 
Email: h.omanovic@fmpvspcu.ba 
 
 
BULGARIA – BULGARIA 
 
Delegate 
Ilia KRASTELNIKOV 
Ambassador 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Alexander Zhendov Str. No. 2 
1040 Sofia 
Fax: +3592 948 2051 
Email: krastelnikov@mfa.government.bg 
 
 
CROATIA - CROATIE – CROACIA 
 
Delegate 
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CYPRUS - CHYPRE – CHIPRE 
 
Delegate 
Haris ZANNETIS 
Senior Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources 
and Environment 
Loukis Akritas Avenue 
1411 Nicosia 
Fax: +357 22774234 
Email: hzannetis@moa.gov.cy 
 
Alternate 
Gabriel ODYSSEOS 
Deputy Permanent Representative of Cyprus 
to the UN Agencies for Food and 
Agriculture, Rome 
Permanent Representation of the Republic  
of Cyprus to FAO 
Piazza Farnese 44 
00186 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 066865758 
Fax: +39 0668803756 
Email: faoprcyp@tin.it 
 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC -  
RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE -  
REPÚBLICA CHECA 
 
Delegate 
Jiří MUCHKA 
Secretary of the Czech National Committee 
for Cooperation with FAO 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Tesnov 17 
117 05 Prague 
Tel: +420 2 22318619 
Fax: +420 224810652 
Email: jiri.muchka@mze.cz 
 
Alternates 
Ondřej KOVAŘÍK 
Development and Humanitarian Cooperation 
Department 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Loretánské nám. 5 
125 10 Prague 1 
Fax: +420 224182491 
Email: ondrej_kovarik@mzv.cz 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Daniela MOYZESOVÁ 
Permanent Representative of the Czech 
Republic to FAO 
Embassy of the Czech Republic 
Via dei Gracchi 322 
00192 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06360957 
Fax: +39 063244466 
Email: Daniela.moyzesova@seznam.cz 
 
 
DENMARK - DANEMARK -  
DINAMARCA 
 
Delegate 
Søren SKAFTE 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Royal Danish Embassy 
Via dei Monti Parioli 50 
00197 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 9774831 
Fax: +39 06 97748399 
Email: romamb@um.dk 
 
 
ESTONIA – ESTONIE 
 
Delegate 
Ilmar MÄNDMETS 
Permanent Representative of the Republic of 
Estonia to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Estonia 
Viale Liegi 28 
00198 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 068440751 
Fax : +39 06844075119 
Email : ilmar.mandmets@estemb.it 
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITY  
(MEMBER ORGANIZATION) -  
COMMUNAUTÉ EUROPÉENNE 
(ORGANISATION MEMBRE) -  
COMUNIDAD EUROPEA 
(ORGANIZACIÓN MIEMBRO) 
 
Déléguée 
Luis RITTO 
Représentant Permanent 
Chef de la Délégation de la Commission 
européenne auprès de la FAO et des 
Organisations des Nations Unies 
Via IV Novembre 149 
00187 Rome 
Italie 
Tel: +39 06 6782672 
Fax: +39 06 6797830 
Email: Luis.Ritto@cec.eu.int 
 
Alternate 
Francisco-Javier ALCAZAR SIRVENT 
Administrateur Principal à la Direction 
Générale « Agriculture » 
Commission européenne 
Rue de la Loi 130, bureau 06/70 
1040 Bruxelles 
Fax: +32 2 2921700 
Email: javier.alcazar@ec.europa.eu 
 
 
FINLAND - FINLANDE – FINLANDIA 
 
Delegate 
 Ms Marja-Liisa TAPIO-BISTRÖM 
Senior Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
International Affairs 
P.O. Box 30 
00023 Government 
Fax: +358 9 160 52266 
Email: marja-liisa.tapio-bistrom@mmm.fi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRANCE - FRANCIA 
 
Délégué 
Alain PIERRET 
Président du Comité interministériel de 
l’agriculture et de l’alimentation 
(CIAA) 
Carré Austerlitz 2 
Boulevard Diderot 
75572 Paris 
Tel: +33 1 44871600 
Fax: +33 1 44871604 
Email: ajpierret@free.fr 
 
Suppléants 
Mme Anne-Sophie CERISOLA 
Chargée d’études au ministère de 
l’agriculture et de la pêche 
Ministère de l’agriculture et de la pêche 
3 rue Barbet de Jouy 
75349 Paris 
Fax : +33 1 49555942 
Email:  
anne-sophie.cerisola@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
Jean-Jacques SOULA 
Conseiller scientifique 
Représentation permanente de la France 
auprès de l’OAA 
Corso del Rinascimento 52 
00186 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 68405240 
Fax: +39 06 6892692 
Email:  
jean-jacques.soula@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
 
Mme Renata JARRE 
Ambassade de France 
9 Raina Bulvaris 
LV150 Riga 
 
GEORGIA – GÉORGIE 
 
Delegate 
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GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE -  
ALEMANIA 
 
Delegate 
Guntram Freiherr VON SCHENCK 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative of the Federal 
Republic of Germany to the International 
Organizations in Rome 
Via San Martino della Battaglia 4 
00185 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 49213280 
Fax: +39 06 49213281 
Email: guntram.von-schenck@diplo.de 
 
Alternate 
Mrs Swantje HELBING 
Head of Division 
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Consumer Protection 
Wilhelmstrasse 54 
11055 Berlin 
Fax: +49 30 20063351 
Email: swantje.helbing@bmelv.bund.de 
 
 
GREECE - GRÈCE – GRECIA 
 
Delegate 
Charalambos CHRISTOPOULOS 
Ambassador, Head of Department 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Zalorosta 1 
Athens 
Tel: +30 210 3683129 
Fax: +30 210 3683128 
Email: b04@mfa.gr 
 
 
HUNGARY - HONGRIE – HUNGRÍA 
 
Delegate 
Zoltán KÁLMÁN 
Permanent Representative of Hungary to 
FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Hungary 
Via Luigi Lilio 59, c/10 
00142 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 0697256859 
Email: hufaorep@fastwebnet.it 
 
 

ICELAND - ISLANDE – ISLANDIA 
 
Delegate 
Gudni BRAGASON 
Minister Counsellor 
Permanent Representative of Iceland to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Iceland 
Via di San Saba 12 
00153 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 57250509 
Fax: +39 06 5758012 
Email: gudni.bragason@utn.stjr.is 
 
 
IRELAND – IRLANDE – IRLANDA 
 
Delegate 
Nick BARWISE 
Economics and Planning Division 
Department of Agriculture and Food 
Agriculture House 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
Tel: +353 1 6072240 
Fax: +353 1 6072235 
Email: nick.barwise@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
Alternate 
Padraic DEMPSEY 
First Secretary (Agriculture) 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Ireland 
Piazza di Campitelli 3 
00186 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 6979121 
Fax: +39 06 6792354 
Email: padraic.dempsey@dfa.ie 
 
Donal KENNEALY 
Third Secretary 
Embassy of Ireland 
Valdemars Centrs 632 
Kr. Valdemara 21 
Riga, LV-1010 
Fax: +371 7035323 
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ISRAEL - ISRAËL 
 
Delegate 
Mordechay RODGOLD 
Permanent Representative of the State of 
Israel to FAO 
Embassy of the State of Israel 
Via Michele Mercati 14 
00197 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 0636198500 
Fax: +39 0636198615 
Email: economico@roma.mfa.gov.il 
 
 
ITALY - ITALIE - ITALIA 
 
Délégué 
Romualdo BETTINI 
Ambassadeur auprès de la FAO 
Rappresentante Permanente d’Italia  
presso l’ONU 
Représentation permanente de l’Italie auprès 
de la FAO 
Piazza Margana 19 
00186 Rome 
Italie 
Tel : +39 06 6977961 
Fax: +39 06 6796352 
Email: romualdo.bettini@esteri.it 
 
Suppléants 
Mme Rita Giuliana MANNELLA 
Conseiller 
Représentation permanente de l’Italie auprès 
de la FAO 
Piazza Margana 19 
00186 Rome 
Italie 
Tel : +39 06 6977961 
Fax: +39 06 6796352 
Email: rita.mannella@esteri.it 
 
Paolo AMMASSARI 
Coordinatore Amministrativo 
Ufficio POSR II 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre 20 
00187 Rome 
Fax: +39 06 4741188 
Email: p.ammassari@politicheagricole.it 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Stefano LAFIANDRA 
Funzionario ISMEA 
Ufficio POSR II 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre 20 
00187 Rome 
Fax: +39 06 4741188 
Email: s.lafiandra@politicheagricole.it 
 
 
KAZAKHSTAN – KAZAJSTÁN 
 
Delegate 
Mrs Zhazira MYRZAKASSIMOVA 
First Secretary 
Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
Birutės g. 20a/35 
LT-2004 Vilnius 
Lithuania 
Tel: +370 5 2122123 
Fax: +370 5 2313580 
Email: kazemb@iti.lt 
 
 
KYRGYZ REPUBLIC- LA 
RÉPUBLIQUE KIRGHIZE - LA 
REPÚBLICA KIRGUISA 
 
Delegate 
Rysbek APASOV 
Deputy Head of Agrarian Policy, Foreign 
Relations and Investments Department 
Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources 
and Processing Industry 
96a Kiev Str., 
Bishkek 720040 
Fax: +996 312 623632 
Email: fao-kg@elcat.kg 
 
 
LATVIA - LETTONIE - LETONIA 
 
Delegate 
Indulis ABOLINS 
Director 
European Union and National Support 
Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Republikas laukums 2 
LV-1841 Riga 
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LITHUANIA - LITUANIE - LITUANIA 
 
Delegate 
 
 
LUXEMBOURG - LUXEMBURGO 
 
Délégué 

 
 
MALTA - MALTE 
 
Delegate 
Francis AGIUS 
Junior Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries 
Ministry for Rural Affairs and the 
Environment 
Barriera Wharf 
Valletta CMR 02 
Email: Randolph.spiteri@gov.mt 
 
Alternate 
Randolph SPITERI 
Communications Coordinator 
Parliamentary Secretariat for Agriculture 
and Fisheries 
Ministry for Rural Affairs and the 
Environment 
Barriera Wharf 
Valletta CMR 02 
Tel: +356 2295 2000 
Fax: +356 2295 2114 
Email: Randolph.spiteri@gov.mt 
 
 
MOLDOVA, REPUBLIC OF- 
MOLDOVA,  RÉPUBLIQUE DE - 
MOLDOVA, REPÚBLICA DE 
MOLDOVA 
 
Delegate 
 
 
MONACO 
 
Délégué 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS –  
PAÍSES BAJOS 
 
Delegate 
Mrs Desirée HAGENAARS 
Senior Staff Officer 
International Affairs Department 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality 
P.O. Box 20401 
2500 EK The Hague 
Tel: +31 703784471 
Fax: +31 703786105 
Email: d.hagenaars@minlnv.nl 
 
 
NORWAY - NORVÈGE - NORUEGA 
 
Delegate 
Ms Nina MOSSEBY 
Adviser 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
P.O. Box 8007 Dep. 
N-0030 
Oslo 
Tel: +47 22249302 
Fax: +47 22249556 
Email: nina.mosseby@lmd.dep.no 
 
Alternate 
Narve SOLHEIM 
Adviser 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
P.O. Box 8114 DEP 
0032 Oslo 
Fax: +47 22242734 
Email: nso@mfa.no 
 
 
POLAND - POLOGNE - POLONIA 
 
Delegate 
Ms Malgorzata PIOTROWSKA 
Vice Director 
EU and International Cooperation 
Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development 
ul. Wspólna 30 
00-930 Warsaw 
Fax: +48 226232030 
Email: m.piotrowska@minrol.gov.pl 
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PORTUGAL  
 
Delegate 
 
 
ROMANIA - ROUMANIE - RUMANIA 
 
Délégué 
Dacian CIOLOS 
Conseiller du Ministre 
Ministère de l’agriculture, des forêts, et du 
développement rural 
24 Boulevard Carol I - Secteur 3 
020921 Bucarest 
Fax: +40 21 3134766 
Email: dacian.ciolos@maa.ro 
 
 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION – 
FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE – 
FEDERACIÓN DE RUSIA 
 
Delegate 
 
 
SAN MARINO - SAINT-MARIN 
 
Delegate 
Mrs Daniela ROTONDARO 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of San Marino 
Via Eleonora Duse 35 
00197 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 8072511 
Fax: +39 06 8070072 
Email: asmarino@ambrsm.it 
 
 
SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO 
SERBIE ET MONTÉNÉGRO 
SERBIA Y MONTENEGRO 
 
Delegate 
Aleksandar TODOROVIC 
Assistant Minister for Legal Affairs 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Management 
Nemanjina 22-26 
11000 Belgrade 
Fax: +381 11 3616272 
Email: a.todorovic@minpolj.sr.gov.yu 
 
 

 
 
Alternate 
Ms Jasmina MILJKOVIC 
Chief of the Cabinet 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Management 
Nemanjina 22-26 
11000 Belgrade 
Fax: +381 11 3616272 
Email: dautovic@minpolj.sr.gov.yu 
 
 
SLOVAKIA – SLOVAQUIE 
ESLOVAQUIA 
 
Delegate 
Mrs Eva KOLESÁROVÁ 
Director 
Department of Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 
Dobrovičova str. 12 
812 66 Bratislava 
Fax: +421 2 59266 294 
eva.kolesarova@land.gov.sk 
 
Alternates 
Mrs Barbara HELLEBRANDTOVÁ 
National Secretary for Cooperation of the 
Slovak Republic with FAO 
Department of Foreign Relations of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 
Dobrovičova str. 12 
812 66 Bratislava 
Tel: +421 2 59266288 
Fax: +421 2 59222288 
Email: b.hellebrandtova@land.gov.sk 
 
Milan KOVAC 
Permanent Representative of the Slovak 
Republic to FAO 
Embassy of the Slovak Republic 
Via dei Colli della Farnesina 144 
00194 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 36715206 
Fax: +39 06 36715266 
Email: Milan_kovac@rim.mfa.sk 
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SLOVENIA - SLOVÉNIE - ESLOVENIA 
 
Delegate 
Leon MEGUŠAR 
Advisor 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food 
Dunajska 58 
SI-1000 Ljubljana 
Tel: +386 1 4789111 
Fax: +386 1 4789155 
Email: leon.megusar@gov.si 
 
Alternate 
Ms Bojana HOCEVAR 
Minister Plenipotentiary to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the 
Republic of Slovenia to FAO 
Via Francesco Pacelli 14/b 
00193 Rome 
Tel: +39 0639366972 
Fax: +39 0639376906 
Email: Anton.hocevar@fastwebnet.it 
 
 
SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPAÑA 
 
Delegado 
Sra Carmen ZOMEÑO RODRIGUEZ 
Consejera Técnica de la Representación 
Permanente de España ante la FAO en Roma 
Largo dei Lombardi 21 
00186 Rome 
Italia 
Tel: +39 06 6878762 
Fax: +39 06 6873076 
 
 
SWEDEN - SUÈDE - SUECIA 
 
Delegate 
Christer WRETBORN 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of 
Sweden to FAO 
Embassy of Sweden 
Piazza Rio de Janeiro 3 
00161 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06441941 
Fax: +39 0644194762 
Email: 
christer.wretborn@foreign.ministry.se 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Alternates 
Andreas DAVELID 
Administrative Officer 
Swedish Board of Agriculture 
551 82 Jōnkōping 
Sweden 
Fax: +46 36 166250 
Email: andreas.davelid@sjv.se 
 
Ms Margareta ARNESSON-CIOTTI 
Programme Officer 
Embassy of Sweden 
Piazza Rio de Janeiro 3 
00161 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06441941 
Fax: +39 0644194762 
Email: margareta.arnesson-
ciotti@foreign.ministry.se 
 
 
SWITZERLAND - SUISSE - SUIZA 
 
Délégué 
Anton KOHLER 
Responsible du Secretariat de la FAO 
Office federal de l’agriculture 
Mattenhofstrasse 5 
CH-3003 Berne 
Tel : +31 322 2511 
Fax : +31 322 2634 
Email : eduard.hofer@blw.admin.ch 
 
Suppléants 
Hubert POFFET 
Conseiller 
Suppléant du représentant permanente de la 
Suisse auprès de la FAO 
Viale Aventino 89 
00153 Rome 
Italie 
Tel : +39 065756293 
Fax : +39 065756321 
Email: hubert.poffet@eda.admin.ch 
 
Madame Wendy PETER-HODEL 
Biosuisse 
Wellberg 
CH-6130 Willisau 
Fax: +41 419703505 
Email: w.peter@abix.ch 
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TAJIKISTAN – TADJIKISTAN – 
TAYIKISTÁN 
 
Delegate 
Abdualimov BAHROM 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Rudaki 44 
Dushanbe 
 
Alternate 
Safaraiev GULYAMKADIR 
Head of the Poverty Reduction and Food 
Security Monitoring Unit 
 
 
THE FORMER YUGOSLAV 
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA - L'EX 
RÉPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE DE 
MACÉDOINE - LA EX REPÚBLICA 
YUGOSLAVA DE MACEDONIA 
 
Delegate 
 
 
TURKEY - TURQUIE - TURQUÍA  
 
Delegate 
Yüksel YÜCEKAL 
Alternate Permanent Representative 
Embassy of Turkey 
Via Palestro 28 
00185 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 44594200 
Fax: +39 06 4941526 
Email: yyucekal@mfa.gov.tr 
 
 
UKRAINE – UCRANIA 
 
Delegate 
Mykhailo RUDENKO 
Director of the Department of Foreign 
Economic Relations 
Ministry of Agricultural Policy 
24 Krechshatik str., 
Kiev 01001 
Tel: +380 44 2787942 
Fax: +380 44 2784954 
Email: m_rudenko@minapk.gov.ua 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Alternate 
Dmytro MELNYCHUK 
Rector and Professor 
National Agricultural University 
Heroyiv Oborony Str. 15 
Kiev 03041 
Tel: +380 442678244 
Fax: +380 442577155 
Email: rectorat@nauu.kiev.ua 
 
 
UNITED KINGDOM -  
ROYAUME UNI - REINO UNIDO 
 
Delegate 
Victor HEARD 
Deputy Permanent Representative of the 
United Kingdom to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the United 
Kingdom to FAO 
Via Monserrato 48/1 
00186 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 68400901/2/3/4 
Fax: +39 06 68400920 
Email: n-ciorba@dfid.gov.uk 
             f-pryce@dfid.gov.uk 
 
 
UZBEKISTAN – OUZBÉKISTAN – 
UZBEKISTÁN 
 
Delegate 
Sharifjan KUCHKAROV 
Deputy Head of Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Water 
Resources 
Navoi Street 4 
Tashkent 700000 
Fax: +99871-1339471 
 
Alternate 
Khamdam UMAROV 
Head of the State Water Control  
Inspection “Suvnazorat” 
Ministry of Agriculture and Water 
Resources 
Navoi Street 4 
Tashkent 700011 
Fax: +99871-1449443 
Email: suvnazorat@ars.uz 
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OBSERVERS FROM MEMBER NATIONS NOT IN THE REGION 

OBSERVATEURS D'ÉTATS MEMBRES N'APPARTENANT PAS À LA REGION 
OBSERVADORES DE LOS ESTADOS MIEMBROS QUE NO PERTENECEN  

A LA REGION 
  

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – 
ÉTATS UNIS D’AMÉRIQUE – 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 
 
Delegate 
Richard HUGHES 
Senior Adviser – FAO Liaison 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250 
Fax: +1 202 6901841 
Email : richard.hughes@fas.usda.gov 
 

  
 
 

OBSERVERS FROM UNITED NATIONS MEMBER STATES 
OBSERVATEURS D'ÉTATS  MEMBRES DES NATIONS UNIES 

OBSERVADORES DE LOS ESTADOS MIEMBROS 
DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS 

  
 
HOLY SEE - SAINT-SIEGE - SANTE SEDE 
 
Delegate 
Mgr. Renato VOLANTE 
Permanent Observer of the Holy See to FAO 
Palazzo S. Calisto 
Piazza San Calisto 16 
Vatican City, Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 0669887234 
Fax: +39 0669887195 
Email: osserfao@mhsfao.va 
 
 
SOVEREIGN ORDER OF MALTA - ORDRE SOUVERAIN DE MALTE -   
ORDEN SOBERANA DE MALTA 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
REPRÉSENTANTS DES NATIONS UNIES ET INSTITUTIONS SPÉCIALISÉES 

REPRESENTANTES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS  
Y ORGANISMOS ESPECIALIZADOS 

 
 
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION (UNCCD) 
CONVENTION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR COMBATTRE LA 
DÉSERTIFICATION (UNCCD) 
 
Ms Elysabeth DAVID 
Europe Unit Coordinator 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
Martin Luther King Strasse 8 
53175 Bonn 
Germany 
Tel: +49 228 8152834 
Fax: +49 228 8152898 
Email: edavid@unccd.int 
 
 
 

OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (IGOs) 
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES (OIGs) 

OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES INTERGUBERNAMENTALES (OIGs) 
 
 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
CONSEJO DE EUROPA 
 
Walter SCHMIED 
Chairman 
Committee on the Environment, Agriculture  
and Local and Regional Affairs 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
Avenue de l’Europe 
67075 Strasbourg Cedex 
Email: walter.schmied@bluewin.ch 
 
Daniel GOULET 
Chairman 
Sub-Committee on Agriculture and Food 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
Avenue de l’Europe 
67075 Strasbourg Cedex 
Email: d.goulet@senat.fr 
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Alfred SIXTO 
Head of Secretariat 
Committee on the Environment, Agriculture  
and Local and Regional Affairs 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
Avenue de l’Europe 
67075 Strasbourg Cedex 
Tel: +33 388412244 
Fax: +33 388412727 
Email: Alfred.sixto@coe.int 
 
 
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
CONSEIL DE L’UNION EUROPEENNE  
CONSEJO DE LA UNION EUROPEA 
 
Jean-Pierre SABSOUB 
Administrator 
Council of the European Union 
Rue de la Loi 175 
1048 Brussels 
Belgium 
Fax: +32 2 2817227 
Email: jean-pierre.sabsoub@consilium.europa.eu 
 
Dorothée JUFFERN 
Secretary 
Council of the European Union 
Rue de la Loi 175 
1048 Brussels 
Belgium 
Fax: +32 2 2817227 
Email: dorothee.juffern@consilium.europa.eu 
 
 
CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE HAUTES ETUDES 
AGRONOMIQUES MEDITERRANEENES (CIHEAM) 
 
Placido Plaza 
Administrateur Principal 
CIHEAM 
11 rue Newton 
75116 Paris 
France 
Tel: +33 01 53239100 
Fax: +33 01 53239102 
Email: plaza@ciheam.org 
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EURAGRI 
 
P.A. Th.J. WERRIJ 
Secretary General 
EURAGRI Office 
P.O. Box 88 
NL-6700 AB Wageningen 
The Netherlands 
Fax: +31 317495395 
Email: fons.werrij@wur.nl 
 
 

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES 

OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 
 

 
ACORD 
(AGENCY FOR COOPERATION 
AND RESEARCH IN DEVELOPMENT) 
 
Ken BLUESTONE 
Northern Programme Director 
Development House 
56-64 Leonard Street 
London, EC2A 4JX 
UK 
Fax: +4420 70650851 
Email: kenb@acord.org.uk 
 
 
ActionAid INTERNATIONAL 
 
Ms Magdalena Anna KROPIWNICKA 
Food and Hunger Policy Adviser 
Via A.Volta 39B 
00153 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 57250150 
Fax: +39 065780485 
Email: m.kropiwnicka@actionaidinternational.it 
 
 

ASSEMBLÉE PERMANENTE DES CHAMBRES D’AGRICULTURE (APCA) 
 
Gilbert BROS 
Vice Président 
Assemblée Permanente des Chambres d’Agriculture  
9 avenue Georges V 
75008 Paris 
France 
Fax: +33 153571194 
Email: nelly.boullin@apca.chambagri.fr 
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Sylvain STUREL 
Chargé de la cooperation internationale 
Assemblée Permanente des Chambres d’Agriculture  
9 avenue Georges V 
75008 Paris 
France 
Fax: +33 153571194 
Email: nelly.boullin@apca.chambagri.fr 
 
 
CERAI 
(CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS RURALES Y 
DE AGRICULTURA INTERNACIONAL) 
 
Vicent GARCÉS 
Presidente 
Calle del Justicia 1 
Entl.pta. 8 
46004 Valencia 
Spain 
Tel: +34 96 3521878 
Fax: +34 96 3522501 
Email: vicentm@ono.com 
 
Ms Sonia LLERA 
Departamento Audiovisual 
Calle del Justicia 1 
Entl.pta. 8 
46004 Valencia 
Spain 
Tel: +34 96 3521878 
Fax: +34 96 3522501 
Email: vicentm@ono.com 
 
 
CSA 
(COLLECTIF STRATÉGIES ALIMENTAIRES) 
 
Daniel VAN DER STEEN 
Coordinateur 
Collectif Stratégies Alimentaires 
184 D, boulevard Léopold II 
B-1080 Bruxelles 
Belgium 
Tel : +32 2 4120663 
Fax: +32 2 4120666 
Email : daniel.vandersteen@csa-be.org 
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Alex DANAU 
184d Boulevard Léopold II 
1080 Bruxelles 
Belgium 
Tel: +32 24120660 
Fax : +32 24120666 
Email : alex.danau@csa-be.org 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN (ICW) 
 
Mrs Lydie ROSSINI VAN HISSENHOVEN 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Executive Board Member 
International Council of Women 
Via Thailandia 26 
00144 Rome 
Italy 
Tel: +39 06 5923993 
Fax: +39 06 5923993 
Email: lidia.rossini@virgilio.it 
 
 
PROTECTION OF CONSUMERS’ RIGHTS 
 
Ms Tatevik DAVTYAN 
28 Hanrapetutyan 76/1 
Yerevan 0001 
Armenia 
Tel: +37410 543818 
Fax: +37410 543843 
Email: tatevik.davtyan@consumer.am 
 
 
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
 

Johan Chr. H. DAAE-QVALE 
PDG, RI Representative 
Solnør Gaard 
N-6260 Skodje 
Norway 
Fax: +47 70244739 
Email: jd-qvale@online.no 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ECA/06/REP 

 

18 

 
VREDESEILANDEN 
 
Gert ENGELEN 
Policy Officer 
Blijde Inkomststraat 50 
3000 Leuven 
Belgium 
Tel: +32 16 316594 
Fax: +32 16 316581 
Email: gert.engelen@vredeseilanden.be 
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FAO STAFF 
FONCTIONNAIRES DE LA FAO 

FUNCIONARIOS DE LA FAO 

 

 

Ms Jutta Krause 
Regional Representative for Europe 

 

Ms Daniela Moro 
ECA Secretary – Regional Office for Europe 

 

Mr David Sedik 
Chief, Policy Assistance Branch – Regional Office for Europe 

 

Mr Raimund Jehle 
Reports Officer – Regional Office for Europe 
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APPENDIX II 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

 

1. Opening of the Session 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

3. Appointment of Rapporteur 

4. The role of agriculture and rural development in revitalizing abandoned/depopulated areas  

5. Development in the European agrifood markets: impact on producers and consumers and 
perspectives 

6. Status of the ECA Working Party on Women and the Family in Rural Development 

7. Election of Members of the ECA Executive Committee for a term of office of two years 
(2006-2007) 

8. Other Business 

9. Date and Place of the Thirty-fifth Session 

10. Adoption of the Report  

11. Closing of the Session 
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APPENDIX III 

 

STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF FINLAND REGARDING  
AGENDA ITEM 6:  STATUS OF THE ECA WORKING PARTY ON WOMEN  

AND THE FAMILY IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

 We fully endorse the statement of the EU Presidency and would like to add the following 
points based on our own experience of the WPW.  
 
 Finland has been an active member of the ECA Working Party on Women and the Family 
in Rural Development (WPW) since the 1970s. We are very grateful to the representatives of rural 
women’s organizations and universities for their contribution of time and expert resources for this 
work. 
 
 The work of the WPW has been a small scale activity between rural women and experts 
on rural development in various countries of the FAO European Region. Why on such a small 
scale? WPW is a good example of women’s activities, the financial resources are minimal but the 
enthusiasm and voluntary work is remarkable. Only the kind contributions from Austria, 
Lithuania, Norway and Switzerland have made it possible to manage the administration for the 
WPW, whereas the time and resources of FAO allocated to this activity have been minimal. 
 
 We strongly believe that the work of the WPW should continue and that the FAO 
Secretariat should reconsider its efforts and attitude towards the Working Party. Why do we think 
that the WPW should continue?  Finland has always placed great emphasis on gender issues in 
rural development. Our own experience speaks for itself; our over a hundred year old rural 
women associations have played a vital part in raising our rural areas from extreme poverty only a 
hundred years ago to the wellbeing of today. Even today, when the European countryside is 
facing severe pressure for adjustment due to global changes in the agricultural sector, our women 
spearhead this adjustment process through countless grassroots participatory local action groups. 
 
 Our experience is that women from both new EU member countries and CIS countries 
have been enthusiastic about the possibility to share experiences with other European rural 
development activists. We think this kind of sharing and learning from each other is very 
important. We would hope that more countries would join the work of the WPW.  
 
 If WPW is, however, discontinued we want to see a new contract effort by FAO in 
Europe for rural women on a scale relevant to the nature of the problems. Or if FAO is seen as an 
organization only active in developing countries, a clear policy decision should be made on this. 
 
 Mr Chairman, we would like to include our statement in the report of the Commission’s 
session.  
 
 Thank you  


