
166th Session of the Council 

Arrangements for the 42nd Session of the Conference 

 

Document CL 166/13, Arrangements for the 42nd Session of the Conference, contains a number of 

proposals regarding the arrangements and preparations for the upcoming Conference Session. 

The Council is invited to endorse Management’s proposal to convene the Conference on 14-18 June 2021 

in the context of exceptional circumstances surrounding the global Covid-19 pandemic, the scheduling of 

high level intergovernmental meetings, and in recognition of the opportunity for the FAO Conference to 

provide significant inputs to the UN Food Systems Summit and its pre-Summit.  

The Council is also invited to decide to hold the 42nd Session of the Conference in virtual modality in 

light of the Covid-19 pandemic and its related containment measures. The proposed special procedures to 

be implemented for a virtual Session of the Conference are outlined in Appendix A of the document. 

The remaining proposals outlined in the document are before the Council to consider recommending their 

approval by the Conference at its 42nd Session. 

Members are invited to consider three options for alternative modalities for holding a secret ballot 

election in the context of a virtual Conference Session. These three options, outlined in Appendix B in the 

document, are (i) an online, electronic vote conducted through external software; (ii) an in-person vote 

conducted by appointment; and (iii) a postal ballot. These options were presented to Members of the ICC 

informal meeting with the Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of the Regional Groups on 18 March 

2021. During this meeting, the Secretariat provided further information on each proposed modality and 

responded to Members’ clarifications and concerns. The Council is invited to consider and provide 

guidance on the alternative voting modalities, which will be submitted to the Conference at its 42nd 

Session for final approval. 

A tentative Timetable for the Session is included in Appendix C of the document and reflects the 

endorsement by the 165th Session of the Council to schedule meetings of Commissions I and II of the 

Conference consecutively, to the extent possible.  

In light of the time constraints in holding the Conference in virtual modality, it is proposed to consider 5 

items and 5 sub-items on the Provisional Agenda of the 42nd Session of the Conference through a written 

correspondence procedure. The details of such a procedure are outlined in, Appendix A, Special 

procedures for a virtual 42nd Session of the Conference. The aim of this procedure is to ensure timely 

conclusion of all items on the Agenda of the 42nd Session of the Conference and has been informed by the 

positive experience of this procedure used by other Governing Body Sessions held in 2020 and 2021 in 

virtual modality. 

In addition, the Council is invited to recommend the Conference endorses the proposed topic for the 

General Debate and the Biennial Theme as “Agriculture Food Systems Transformation: From Strategy to 

Action”. It is proposed that this theme is applied for both the General Debate of the Conference under 

Agenda Item 9, as well as the Biennial Theme for Governing Body Sessions 2022-23, in recognition of its 

importance. 



The Council is invited to postpone the introduction of these Round Table events designed to foster senior 

or high level official action-oriented dialogue  to the 43rd Session of the Conference, in light of the virtual 

modality of the upcoming Conference Session and the related time constraints.  

Finally, the Council is requested to nominate Officers of the 42nd Session of the Conference, namely, the 

Chairperson of the Conference, Commission I, and Commission II; three Vice-Chairpersons of the 

Conference, seven Members of the General Committee and nine Members of the Credentials Committee.  

The Council is also invited to recommend the Conference sets the deadline for receipt of nominations for 

the election of Council Members at 12:00 hours on 14 June 2021, and for the election be held on 17 June 

2021, in light of the proposal to convene the Conference on 14-18 June 2021. 

 

Rakesh Muthoo, Secretary-General of the Conference and the Council 


