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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators 
(International Pollinators Initiative) was formally established in 2000, as one of the cross-cutting 
initiatives within the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD), to promote the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of pollinator diversity in 
agriculture and related ecosystems, including by monitoring pollinator decline, addressing the lack of 
taxonomic information and assessing the economic value of pollination.1 The goal of the Initiative is to 
promote coordinated action worldwide to conserve managed and wild pollinators, and to encourage 
the development and implementation of sustainable agricultural practices for the conservation of the 
ecosystem services provided by pollinators. 

2. At its fourteenth meeting, the Conference of the Parties to the CBD adopted the Plan of Action 
2018−2030 for the International Pollinator Initiative and invited FAO to facilitate the implementation 
of the Plan of Action.2 

3. As in the case of the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil 
Biodiversity,3 FAO is the lead partner of the International Pollinators Initiative through guidance and 
technical advice to countries and supporting decision-making processes. However, no structure 
equivalent to the Global Soil Partnership and its Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils exists for 
the implementation of the International Pollinator Initiative. Owing to of the cross-sectoral nature of 
pollinators and pollination, the work of several different units in FAO contributes to the 
implementation of the International Pollinators Initiative. The Commission on Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture (Commission) received information on pertinent FAO activities at its Fifteenth, 
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Regular Sessions.4  

4. This document provides some background and describes progress made in the implementation 
of the International Pollinators Initiative since the Commission’s Seventeenth Regular Session, 
following the elements of the 2018–2030 Plan of Action. It draws on, and updates, the information 
provided in the document Progress on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors: 
Report by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.5  

II. FAO ACTIVITIES 

5. FAO facilitates the implementation of the International Pollinators Initiative. FAO catalogued 
and verified international, regional and national Pollinator Plans of Action and policy initiatives and 
has made those available on its pollination website6 to serve as examples for policy-makers.  

Element 1: Enabling policies and strategies 

6. The Secretariat of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for 
Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade is jointly served by United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and FAO and is based in Geneva, Switzerland, and in Rome, Italy. 
Given the specific expertise of FAO, the Rome office takes the lead on all technical matters related to 
pesticides and severely hazardous pesticide formulations. It provides targeted technical assistance in 
response to specific requests from Parties, encourages them to undertake concerted actions towards 
pesticide risk reduction, including through the use of safer alternatives to pesticides and chemicals 
listed or considered for listing under the Rotterdam Convention, and facilitates information exchange 
among Parties. The Rotterdam Convention also promotes sustainable approaches for managing pests 
and diseases, such as integrated pest management, conservation agriculture, organic agriculture, 
agroecology, and the use of biopesticides and biological pest control.  

                                                   
1 COP 5 Decision V/5. 
2 Decision CBD/COP/DEC/14/6. 
3 See CGRFA-18/21/11.3/Inf.2.  
4 CGRFA-15/15/Inf.28; CGRFA-16/17/Inf.22; CGRFA-17/19/12.2/Inf.2.  
5 CBD/SBSTTA/24/INF/14; CBD/SBI/3/INF/6. 
6 http://www.fao.org/pollination/major-initiatives/en/ 
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7. Between mid-2018 and mid-2020, more than 110 Parties of the Rotterdam Convention 
received technical assistance and capacity-building training.7 More than 200 notifications of final 
regulatory actions to nationally ban or restrict the use of hazardous chemicals and pesticides were 
received from Parties. To showcase the globally provided technical assistance and encourage further 
requests by Parties to improve their legal frameworks, collect data and reduce the risk posed by 
pesticides to human health and the environment, a science fair was organized during the ninth meeting 
of the Conference of Parties (COP) of the Rotterdam Convention, which took place in May 2019.8 At 
this meeting of the COP, the Rotterdam Convention also added the pesticide Phorate to Annex III, 
making it subject to a structured information exchange (prior informed consent procedure), through 
which Parties can take informed decisions on future imports of this pesticide and facilitate its 
environmentally sound use if absolutely necessary. Phorate is an insecticide highly toxic to humans 
and to bees.  

8. The FAO pest and pesticide management team continues to develop guidelines and best 
practices in areas relevant to pollinators, such as the use of chemicals in agriculture, and the promotion 
of biodiverse and ecosystem-based farming systems. In 2019, FAO and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) published a brochure on highly hazardous pesticides9 that gives special attention 
to neonicotinoids pesticides, which are considered to have long-lasting effects on honey bees and other 
pollinators.  

9. Furthermore, a module on risk assessment for bees has been integrated in the FAO Pesticide 
Registration Toolkit,10 which allows for local risk11 and hazard assessment for honey bees,12 including 
a hazard assessment-based table with a simple flow chart scheme. The FAO Pesticide Registration 
Toolkit is a decision-support system for pesticide registrars responsible for reviewing and registering 
pesticide products. It is intended to serve as a desktop electronic handbook for day-to-day use in 
registration of agriculture and public health pesticides, providing technical advice on procedures that 
apply to all pesticides undergoing registration and information sources on individual pesticides. So far, 
71 countries and 435 registration staff have been trained on the Pesticide Registration Toolkit.  

Element 2: Field-level implementation 

10. FAO, in collaboration with the Alliance of Bioversity International and the International 
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), published in 2020 a Forestry Working Paper entitled The 
pollination services of forests: A review of forest and landscape interventions to enhance their cross 
sectoral benefits.13 As part of this effort, FAO held two global expert workshops in 2019 on 
pollinator-friendly forestry practices and conducted additional interviews to gather expert knowledge, 
identify knowledge gaps and propose ways forward for pollinator-friendly forestry practices.  

11. Furthermore, FAO also finalized a practical compendium of pollination-enhancing practices, 
called Towards sustainable crop pollination services: Measures at field, farm, and landscape scales,14 
                                                   
7 FAO. 2019. Strengthening countries’ capacities through global information-sharing. Rome. (also available at 
http://www.basel.int/Portals/5/download.aspx?d=UNEP-FAO-RC-PUB-GEN-TA-Strengthening-
2019.English.PDF). 
8 http://www.pic.int/TheConvention/ConferenceoftheParties/Meetings/COP9/Overview/tabid/7528/language/en-
US/Default.aspx 
9 FAO & WHO. 2019. Detoxifying agriculture and health from highly hazardous pesticides - A call for action. 
Rome. (also available at www.fao.org/3/ca6847en/ca6847en.pdf). 
10 http://www.fao.org/pesticide-registration-toolkit/en/ 
11 http://www.fao.org/pesticide-registration-toolkit/registration-tools/assessment-methods/method-
detail/en/c/1187116/ 
12http://www.fao.org/pesticide-registration-toolkit/registration-tools/assessment-methods/method-
detail/en/c/1187115/ 
13 Krishnan, S., Wiederkehr Guerra, G., Bertrand, D., Wertz-Kanounnikoff, S. & Kettle, C.J. 2020. The 
pollination services of forests – A review of forest and landscape interventions to enhance their cross-sectoral 
benefits. Forestry Working Paper No. 15. Rome, FAO & Bioversity International; 
https://doi.org/10.4060/ca9433en 
14 FAO. 2020. Towards sustainable crop pollination services – Measures at field, farm and landscape scales. 
Rome. (also available at http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca8965en).  
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which was released virtually on World Bee Day 2020. Agrobiodiversity and pollinators feature 
prominently in the FAO Tool for Agroecology Performance Evaluation (TAPE) framework,15 which is 
being used in over 30 countries, with over 1 500 farms represented.  

12. In the context of science and education, FAO collaborates with the Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) on the topics of apiculture, beekeeping and pollinators.  

13. FAO’s work on pesticides in support of the International Pollinators Initiative has also 
continued through larger projects such as phase three of the African Caribbean and Pacific Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements (ACP MEAs) programme.16 As part of this programme, a global seminar 
on the identification of options and best practices for strengthening regulations to protect pollinators 
from pesticides will be organized on 23−24 February 2022. 

14. In addition, FAO, in collaboration with the Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Lazio e 
della Toscana “M. Aleandri”, Apimondia (the International Federation of Beekeepers’ Associations) 
and CAAS, has developed guidelines on good beekeeping practices,17 and a practical manual for 
beekeepers on techniques and procedures for sustainable production in rural areas of Africa.18 

15. In November 2020, FAO and Apicoltura, produzioni e patologia delle api Istituto 
Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Lazio e della Toscana (IZSLT) conducted an expert consultation 
meeting on mainstreaming sustainable beekeeping into FAO’s animal production and health 
programme, attended virtually by more than 30 experts. Over the course of this consultation, which 
involved four in-meeting working groups, a list of prioritized recommendations was produced.  

16. FAO contributed to several reports and products on beekeeping and pollinators, including the 
Apimondia publication Beekeeping contributes to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.19  

17. FAO, in partnership with the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), 
is preparing a regional grant application to the International Climate Initiative financing body under 
the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) 
for a project on addressing knowledge gaps in the Latin American and the Caribbean region on 
pollinators and pollination services. The project is entitled Regional Action for the Enhanced 
Protection of Pollinating Insects and Pollination Services in Latin America (Poli-LAC). The targeted 
countries for implementation are Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico and Peru – although it is foreseen that 
other countries would also benefit. The project, if funding is successfully obtained, will address the 
challenges involved in establishing a regional knowledge-management platform, the promotion of 
policies that benefit pollinators, and the implementation and monitoring of pollinator-friendly 
practices in selected landscapes. The results of the funding call will be announced at the end of 2022, 
and the project is expected to run from 2022 to 2026. The Poli-LAC project would be the largest effort 
ever implemented for safeguarding pollinators in the region. 

Element 3: Civil society and private sector engagement 

18. FAO supports various initiatives, consultations and events on pollinators. In 2019, FAO 
participated in the Honey Bee Health Symposium. FAO furthermore hosted a 2019 roundtable on the 
economic impact of good beekeeping practices, with expert presentations on the EU-funded project 
BPRACTICES. FAO also participated in the “Dialogue across indigenous, local and scientific 
knowledge systems reflecting on the IPBES Assessment on Pollinators, Pollination and Food 

                                                   
15 FAO. 2019. TAPE Tool for Agroecology Performance Evaluation 2019 – Process of development and 
guidelines for application. Test version. Rome. (also available at www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca7407en).  
16 http://www.fao.org/in-action/building-capacity-environmental-agreements/en/  
17 FAO. 2020. Good beekeeping practices: Practical manual on how to identify and control the main diseases of 
the honeybee (Apis mellifera). Rome. (also available at http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca9182en). 
18 FAO, Apimondia, IZSLT. 2021. Visual manual on good beekeeping practices for small-scale beekeepers in 
Africa. TECA – Technologies and practices for small agricultural producers, 2. Rome. (also available at 
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb4576en). 
19 https://www.apimondia.com/en/activities/book 
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Production.”20 FAO co-organized World Bee Day 2019, 2020 and 2021, with World Bee Day 2020 
and 2021 being held virtually. For the virtual World Bee Day 2021, the FAO corporate social media 
campaign involved sharing over 200 multilingual posts that reached over 121 million users. 

19. On 20 May 2021 (World Bee Day), FAO Director-General QU Dongyu formally signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Apimondia. The MOU formalizes cooperation between 
the two organizations and addresses issues that include sustainable beekeeping, bee health and the 
monitoring of honey bee genetic resources.  

20. To support educators and youth leaders in outreach and environmental education, FAO and 
partners have developed a Youth and United Nations Global Alliance (YUNGA) Challenge Badge on 
Pollinators, which was released on World Bee Day 2021.21 

21. FAO has been working with Promote Pollinators (Coalition of the Willing) to hold webinars 
for its members, scientists, knowledge holders, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the 
general public, with the aim of sharing knowledge and raising awareness. The webinar topics have 
included threats to pollinators, pollinator protection and health, pollinator-friendly management 
practices and pollinator-related policy. A webinar entitled “Policies and legislation on the use of 
pesticides” was held on 30 June 2021 and attended by nearly 250 participants, representing policy-
makers, scientists, members of various NGOs, entrepreneurs, educators and others. A second co-
hosted webinar on integrated pest management or field-level management is being planned for later in 
2021. 

Element 4: Monitoring, research and assessment 

22. FAO, in close collaboration with a specific task force of the European Regional Focal Point 
for Animal Genetic Resources and Apimondia, developed and agreed upon data fields for monitoring 
the diversity of managed honey bees of relevance for food and agriculture. It then developed a 
prototype for entering these data into the Domestic Animal Diversity Information System (DAD-IS).22 
This prototype was shared with all National Coordinators for the Management of Animal Genetic 
Resources (NCs-AnGR), thus allowing them to test the system. Feedback and suggestions for 
improvement received from the NCs-AnGR during two rounds of testing were implemented in a 
module for the entry of bee-related data. The module was made available to all NCs-AnGR under the 
password protected section of DAD-IS. As of 31 January 2021, nine countries had provided some data 
on bees. While a country’s data on bees can be entered and monitored by the respective NC-AnGR, 
the data are not yet visible to the public, as tools for their visualization remain to be developed.  

23. FAO’s technical divisions are serving on the Advisory Board of the PRIMA (Partnership for 
Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area) SafeAgroBee Project, which was launched in 
May 2021. Thirteen partners from nine countries around the Mediterranean are involved in the project, 
which concerns the safeguarding of agroecosystem resilience under climate change through efficient 
pollination and sustainable beekeeping. 

 

                                                   
20 https://swed.bio/news/reflecting-on-the-ipbes-pollination-assessment-in-dialogue-across-knowledge-systems-
results-in-food-for-thought-for-policy-makers/  
21 FAO. 2021. Pollinators Challenge Badge. YUNGA Learning and Action Series – Challenge badges, issue 12. 
Rome. (also available at http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb4803en).  
22 http://www.fao.org/dad-is/en/; CGRFA-18/21/10.2/Inf.3.  


