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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil Biodiversity 
(known as the International Initiative for Soil Biodiversity) was formally established in 2006,1 as a 
cross-cutting initiative within the Convention on Biological Diversity’s (CBD) programme of work on 
agricultural biodiversity, to increase recognition of the essential services provided by soil biodiversity 
across all production systems and its relation to land management, including by sharing information, 
increasing public awareness, promoting education and improving capacity-building.2 FAO has been 
the lead partner of the initiative, and the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
(Commission) received information on pertinent activities at its Fourteenth, Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
Regular Sessions. 

2. This document provides some background and describes progress made in the implementation 
of the International Initiative for Soil Biodiversity since the Commission’s Seventeenth Regular 
Session. It draws on and updates the information provided in the document Progress on 
Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors: Report by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations.3 

II. FAO ACTIVITIES 
3. Sustainable soil management is at the heart of several global agendas and international policy 
frameworks, and soil biodiversity and the ecosystem services it provides will be key to the success of 
the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. FAO leads the implementation of the International 
Initiative for Soil Biodiversity within the framework of the Global Soil Partnership (GSP).  

4. Decision 14/30 of the Conference of the parties (COP) of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) invited FAO, in collaboration with other organizations and subject to the availability 
of resources, to consider the preparation of a report on the state of knowledge of soil biodiversity, 
covering current status, challenges and potentialities. The GSP Secretariat, together with members of 
the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS) and in consultation with CBD counterparts, 
FAO experts and the soil biodiversity scientific community, prepared the report State of knowledge of 
soil biodiversity – Status, challenges and potentialities,4 which includes a review of information 
provided by 57 countries in response to a survey.5 The full report and the summary for policy-makers 
were launched during the World Soil Day 2020 celebrations. The report was also made available the 
CBD in document CBD/SBSTTA/24/INF/8. 

5. CBD COP Decision 14/30 also requested a review of the implementation of the International 
Initiative for Soil Biodiversity, in consultation with the FAO as well as other interested partners. FAO 
and the GSP supported the CBD Secretariat in the review of the initiative and in the preparation of a 
new plan of action and strategies to improve its implementation. The review process and the updated 
draft Plan of Action 2020−2030 for the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable 
Use of Soil Biodiversity are contained in document CBD/SBSTTA/24/7/Rev.1. The draft 
recommendations to COP 15 are contained in document CBD/SBSTTA/24/L.7.  

6. The GSP dedicated 2020 to soil biodiversity, and its campaign “Keep soils alive, protect soil 
biodiversity” successfully culminated with the World Soil Day celebrations dedicated to this theme 
(700 events in 100 countries were organized). As part of the 2020 World Soil Day celebrations, 
communication material was prepared in various languages, and a writing competition resulted in the 

                                                   
1 CGRFA-14/13/19 and CGRFA-16/17/Inf.23. 
2 COP 8 Decision VIII/23. 
3 CBD/SBSTTA/24/INF/14; CBD/SBI/3/INF/6. 
4 FAO, ITPS, GSBI, SCBD, and EC. 2020. State of knowledge of soil biodiversity - Status, challenges and 
potentialities, Report 2020. Rome, FAO. Available at http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb1928en/ 
5 http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/resources/highlights/detail/en/c/1203945/ 

http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb1928en/
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/resources/highlights/detail/en/c/1203945/
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publication of the children’s book The magical world of soil biodiversity.6 A webinar on soil 
biodiversity was held on World Biodiversity Day 2020.7 

7. In 2021, the GSP, together with its ITPS, the CBD and the Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative 
(GSBI), organized the Global Symposium on Soil Biodiversity, “Keep soil alive, protect soil 
biodiversity”.8 The Symposium brought together over 5 000 participants from more than 160 countries 
to discuss the status and trends of the world’s soil biodiversity and opportunities related to its 
management. The outcome document sets out the way forward in terms of the activities and actions 
required in order to close knowledge gaps on soil biodiversity9.  

8. To coincide with World Environment Day 2021, and in response to Resolution 
UNEP/EA.3/Res.6 of the United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), the GSP, its ITPS and UNEP launched the report Global Assessment of Soil 
Pollution.10  

9. The GSP has been implementing RECSOIL, an initiative for the recarbonization of global 
soils as the mechanism for scaling up soil organic carbon sequestration in the agricultural sector. 
Under its aegis, the protocol for measurement, monitoring, reporting and verification of soil organic 
carbon in agricultural landscapes (GSOC-MRV Protocol),11 the Global Soil Organic Carbon 
Sequestration Potential map12 and the Protocol for the Assessment of Sustainable Soil Management13 
were produced.  

10. The Global Soil Doctors programme,14 officially launched in October 2020, is promoting 
farmer-to-farmer extension on soils. The SoiLEX database,15 which provides access to information on 
national soil legislation, was launched in January 2021 as a tool to support sustainable soil 
management. 

                                                   
6 FAO and IUSS. 2021. The magical world of soil biodiversity - A collection of 10 children’s stories from  
around the world. Rome. Available at http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb4185en 
7 http://www.fao.org/3/ca9533en/ca9533en.pdf 
8 http://www.fao.org/about/meetings/soil-biodiversity-symposium/en/  
9 FAO, 2021. Keep soil alive, protect soil biodiversity. Global symposium on soil biodiversity, 19–22 April 2021 
– Outcome document. Rome, Italy (also available at http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb6005en ) 
10 FAO and UNEP. 2021. Global Assessment of Soil Pollution: Report. Rome. Available at 
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb4894en.  
11 FAO. 2020. A protocol for measurement, monitoring, reporting and verification of soil organic carbon in 
agricultural landscapes – GSOC-MRV Protocol. Rome. Available at 
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb0509en.   
12 FAO. 2020. Technical specifications and country guidelines for Global Soil Organic Carbon  
Sequestration Potential Map (GSOCseq). Rome. Available at 
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb0353en/.  
13 FAO-ITPS 2020. Protocol for the assessment of Sustainable Soil Management. Rome, FAO. Available at 
http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/resources/highlights/detail/en/c/1370578/  
14 http://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/pillars-action/2-awareness-raising/soil-doctor/en/ 
15 http://www.fao.org/soils-portal/soilex/en/ 
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