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COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES 
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

Item 1 of the Provisional Agenda 

Eighteenth Regular Session 

27 September – 1 October 2021 

PROVISIONAL ANNOTATED AGENDA  
AND TIMETABLE  

ITEM 1: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND TIMETABLE 

The provisional agenda is contained in document CGRFA-18/21/1. The present document contains 
the Provisional annotated agenda and timetable, for consideration by the Commission on Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (the Commission). The provisional timetable is contained in 
Appendix I. 

The Eighteenth Regular Session will be held as a virtual meeting. Appendix II outlines the special 
procedures proposed for this Session. 

The Commission’s work is guided by its Strategic Plan for the Commission on Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture 2019–2027, including its Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPOW), as last 
revised by the Commission at its last session.1 In working through agenda items 2 to 15, the 
Commission may wish to take into consideration recommendations by its subsidiary bodies2 as well as 
submissions by international instruments and organizations.3 

CROSS-SECTORAL MATTERS 

ITEM 2: THE ROLE OF BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE FOR 
FOOD SECURITY, NUTRITION AND HUMAN HEALTH 

The Commission’s MYPOW foresees for the Eighteenth Regular Session the review of a concept note 
on biodiversity for food and agriculture and human health.4 The Commission also requested FAO to 

                                                   
1 CGRFA-17/19/Report, Appendix F. 
2 CGRFA-18/21/4.1; CGRFA-18/21/7.1.1; CGRFA-18/21/7.1.2; CGRFA-18/21/8.2; CGRFA-18/21/9.1; 
CGRFA-18/21/10.1; CGRFA-18/21/12.1. 
3 CGRFA-18/21/15; CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.1; CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.2; CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.3; CGRFA-
18/21/15/Inf.4; CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.5. 
4 CGRFA-17/19/Report, Appendix F, Annex 1. 
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prepare a brochure on the contribution of GRFA to food security and to the achievement of relevant 
Sustainable Development Goals.5 

The document Biodiversity for food and agriculture for food security, nutrition and human health 
(CGRFA-18/21/2) reports on progress in the Commission’s work on food security, nutrition and 
health since the Commission’s last Session and presents a concept note on BFA and human health for 
consideration by the Commission. A report on FAO activities on BFA and GRFA, food security and 
nutrition and FAO activities on BFA and human health within a rapidly changing global policy 
landscape are presented in the document FAO Activities on biodiversity for food and agriculture for 
food security, nutrition and human health (CGRFA-18/21/2/Inf.1).  

The brochure How the world’s food security depends on biodiversity was made available in all UN 
languages in 2020.6 

ITEM 3: THE ROLE OF GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE IN 
MITIGATION OF AND ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

The Commission, at its last session, requested FAO to prepare a scoping study on the role of GRFA in 
adaptation to and mitigation of climate change, including knowledge gaps, taking into account the 
forthcoming special reports on terrestrial and marine systems by the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) and other available relevant sources, including examples from different 
regions and subsectors. The Commission requested its Working Groups to review the study and, if a 
global assessment of the role of GRFA is considered pertinent, to provide guidance to the Commission 
on its preparation. 7 The Commission further requested the Secretariat to prepare a draft work plan, 
including for the preparation of a global country-driven assessment, for review by its Working Groups 
at their next sessions.8 

The document Climate change and genetic resources for food and agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/3) 
provides an overview of the Commission’s past work on climate change, presents key findings of the 
scoping study (CGRFA-18/21/3/Inf.1), describes how climate change is currently reflected in the 
Commission’s work on GRFA and, based on the guidance received from the Working Groups, 
proposes activities the Commission may wish to consider as part of its future work on climate change. 
Details of work relevant to the Commission’s work under the FAO Climate Change Strategy are 
presented in the document FAO activities on climate change (CGRFA-18/21/3/Inf.2). 

ITEM 4: ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING FOR GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD 
AND AGRICULTURE 

4.1 Report of the Fifth Session of the Team of Technical and Legal Experts on  
 Access and Benefit-sharing 

The Fifth Session of the Team of Technical and Legal Experts on Access and Benefit-sharing (ABS 
Expert Team) was held from 20 to 22 July 2021 and the report (CGRFA-18/21/4.1) is before the 
Commission, for its consideration.  

4.2 Past and future work on access and benefit-sharing for genetic resources for food 
and agriculture 

The Commission, at its last session, recalled that its MYPOW foresees a review of its work on ABS 
for its Eighteenth Regular Session and requested its Secretary to prepare: 

i) a review of the Commission’s past work on ABS for GRFA;  

                                                   
5 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 10. 
6 FAO. 2020. How the world's food security depends on biodiversity. Rome. (also available at 
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb0416en). 
7 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 29. 
8 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 30. 

http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/cb0416en
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ii) an up-to-date survey of existing legislative, administrative and policy approaches, 
including best practices, for ABS for the different subsectors of GRFA and traditional 
knowledge associated with GRFA held by indigenous peoples and local communities, with 
the aim of identifying typical approaches and lessons learned from their implementation, as 
well as challenges and possible solutions;  

iii) an overview of developments under other international agreements and instruments 
relevant to ABS for GRFA; and  

iv) a proposal for options for future work of the Commission on ABS for the different 
subsectors of GRFA.9 

Inputs received by Members on all these matters are contained in the document Inputs by Members on 
access and benefit-sharing for genetic resources for food and agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/4.2/Inf.1). 

The document Access and benefit-sharing for genetic resources for food and agriculture: Review and 
outlook (CGRFA-17/19/4.2) responds to the above requests and seeks guidance regarding future work 
on ABS. It provides: a review of the Commission’s work on access and benefit-sharing over the last 
two decades; an overview of developments in other fora; and a summary of the key findings of the 
Survey of access and benefit-sharing country measures accommodating the distinctive features of 
genetic resources for food and agriculture and associated traditional knowledge (Background Study 
Paper No.70). 

ITEM 5: “DIGITAL SEQUENCE INFORMATION” ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE  

At its last session, the Commission agreed that there is a need for further review of “Digital Sequence 
Information” (“DSI”) on GRFA, specifically the innovation opportunities “DSI” on GRFA offers, the 
challenges of capacity to access and make use of it, and its implications for the conservation and 
sustainable use of GRFA and the sharing of benefits derived from GRFA. It requested its Working 
Groups to consider these matters with regard to existing subsector-specific examples related to 
conservation, sustainable use and development of genetic resources, food security and nutrition, food 
safety, and efforts to combat crop and animal pests and diseases.10  

The document “Digital sequence information” on genetic resources for food and agriculture – 
Innovation opportunities, challenges and implications (CGRFA-18/21/5) considers the innovation 
potential of “DSI” and addresses some of the factors that determine whether this potential may fully be 
realized. It further discusses the implications of “DSI” for the conservation and sustainable use of 
GRFA and access and benefit-sharing and seeks the Commission’s advice regarding future work. 

ITEM 6: REVIEW OF THE WORK ON BIOTECHNOLOGIES FOR THE 
CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF GENETIC RESOURCES FOR 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE  

The Commission’s MYPOW foresees for the current session a “review of the work on biotechnologies 
for the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources for food and agriculture.”11 The 
Commission considered previous reviews of biotechnology in 2011 and 2015.12 

The document Biotechnologies for the sustainable use and conservation of genetic resources for food 
and agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/6) provides a brief overview of FAO’s activities on biotechnologies 
and reviews the work of FAO and the Commission’s Working Groups on the application and 
integration of biotechnologies in the conservation and sustainable use of GRFA, for consideration by 
the Commission. The document covers the period July 2014 through October 2020. The document 
Recent developments in biotechnologies relevant to the characterization, sustainable use and 
                                                   
9 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 19. 
10 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 23. 
11 CGRFA-17/19/Report, Appendix F, Annex 1. 
12 CGRFA-13/11/Report, paragraphs 43-47; CGRFA-15/15/Report, paragraphs 27-32. 
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conservation of genetic resources for food and agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/6/Inf.1) presents a brief 
overview of recent advances in biotechnologies and bioinformatics in the field of GRFA. 

BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

ITEM 7: BIODIVERSITY 

7.1 Report of the Second Meeting of the Group of National Focal Points on 
 Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture 

The Commission, at its last session, requested the Secretary “to convene […] an open-ended meeting 
of the Group of National Focal Points for Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture with a view to 
reviewing and revising, as appropriate, the document [Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture - Revised 
Draft Needs and Possible Actions], for consideration by the Commission at its Eighteenth Session, 
with the motivation to have it adopted as a Global Plan of Action by the FAO Conference at its Forty-
second Session.”13 The Group of National Focal Points on Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture held 
its Second Meeting from 2 to 4 March 2021 and from 25 to 27 May 2021. The meeting reports 
(CGRFA-18/21/7.1.1 and CGRFA-18/21/7.1.2) are before the Commission, for its consideration. 

7.2 Needs and possible actions in response to The State of the World’s Biodiversity for 
Food and Agriculture 

The Commission, at its last session, agreed that the report on The State of the World’s Biodiversity for 
Food and Agriculture, along with the developments in other fora that also point to declines in 
biodiversity of relevance to food and agriculture, calls for a timely and cross-sectoral follow-up.14 

The Commission requested the Secretary to invite written concrete text proposals and comments from 
Commission Members and observers on the document Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture - Revised 
Draft Needs and Possible Action and to consolidate the comments into a revised version of the 
document. It mandated the Group of National Focal Points for Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture 
to review and revise the document, for consideration by the Commission.15 

The document Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture – Revised Draft Needs and Possible Actions 
(CGRFA-18/21/7.2) summarizes the steps taken towards the development of a global policy response 
to the report on The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture and contains in the 
Appendix the text, as revised by the Group of National Focal Points for Biodiversity for Food and 
Agriculture. 

The document Co-Chairs’ report on the informal consultations on Biodiversity for Food and 
Agriculture –Revised Draft Needs and Possible Actions (CGRFA-18/21/7.2/Inf.1) provides the 
outcomes of the informal consultations held on 4 to 5 August 2021. 

  

                                                   
13 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 47. 
14 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 44. 
15 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 47. 
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ITEM 8: AQUATIC GENETIC RESOURCES 

8.1 Presentation of The State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture  

At its last session, the Commission acknowledged the progress made in the preparation of the report 
on The State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Report) and 
requested that FAO finalize, launch and widely distribute the Report and its in-brief version in 2019.16 

The document Finalization of The State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/8.1) describes the process of preparation of the report and gives a brief 
overview of its content. Furthermore, it provides an overview of activities undertaken by FAO to 
disseminate the Report and communicate its findings. 

8.2 Report of the Third Session of the Intergovernmental Technical Working Group 
on Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

The Third Session of the Working Group was held from 1 to 3 June 2021 and its report (CGRFA-
18/21/8.2) is before the Commission, for its consideration. 

If the Commission wishes the Working Group to meet prior to its next regular session, it will have to 
elect the Members of the Working Group. 

8.3 Draft Global Plan of Action for Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture 

The Commission, at its last session, recognized the need to maintain momentum following the 
preparation of the Report on The State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture.17 It requested FAO to review the proposed objectives, overall structure and list of follow-
up strategic priorities18 and prepare a draft Global Plan of Action for Aquatic Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture (Global Plan of Action) for consideration by the Intergovernmental Technical 
Working Group on Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the Commission at their 
next sessions.19  

The document Draft Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and Development of 
Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/8.3) summarizes the process 
that was followed to prepare the draft Global Plan of Action and outlines the next steps proposed for 
its finalization. The draft Global Plan of Action is contained in Appendix I to the document for 
consideration by the Commission.  

As requested by the Commission, 20 the draft Global Plan of Action has been prepared upon 
consultation with the regions and in collaboration with the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) and its 
relevant subsidiary bodies. The draft Global Plan of Action reflects inputs and comments received 
during regional workshops (CGRFA-18/21/8.3/Inf.2; CGRFA-18/21/8.3/Inf.3; CGRFA-
18/21/8.3/Inf.4; CGRFA-18/21/8.3/Inf.5; CGRFA-18/21/8.3/Inf.6) and from the COFI Advisory 
Working Group on Aquatic Genetic Resources and Technologies (CGRFA-18/21/8.3/Inf.7), COFI 
(CGRFA-18/21/8.3/Inf.8), the COFI Sub-Committee on Aquaculture (CGRFA-18/21/8.3/Inf.9) and 
Members and observers (CGRFA-18/1/8.3/Inf.10). 

In endorsing the Report of the Second Session of the Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on 
Aquatic Genetic Resources,21 the Commission gave green light for the development of a “global 
                                                   
16 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 54. 
17 FAO. 2019. The State of the World’s Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. FAO Commission 
on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture assessments. Rome. (also available at 
http://www.fao.org/3/ca5256en/CA5256EN.pdf). 
18 CGRFA-17/19/8.3, Appendix. 
19 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 55. 
20 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 56. 
21 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 50. 

http://www.fao.org/3/mz618en/mz618en.pdf
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information system and a registry of farmed types as well as stocks of wild relatives.”22 The document 
Progress report on the development of a global information system for farmed types of aquatic genetic 
resources for food and agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/8.3/Inf.1) identifies knowledge gaps the Registry 
and a global information system23 for farmed types24 and wild relatives of aquaculture species could 
fill, summarizes progress made in the development of the Registry and the global information system, 
and proposes next steps in the development of the information system. The above-mentioned regional 
workshops provided important inputs to the development of the Registry. 

ITEM 9: FOREST GENETIC RESOURCES 

9.1 Report of the Sixth Session of the Intergovernmental Technical Working Group 
on Forest Genetic Resources  

The Sixth Session of the Working Group was held from 13 to 15 April 2021 and its report (CGRFA-
18/21/9.1) is before the Commission, for its consideration. 

If the Commission wishes the Working Group to meet prior to its next regular session, it will have to 
elect the Members of the Working Group. 

9.2 Implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable 
Use and Development of Forest Genetic Resources 

At its last session, the Commission requested FAO to continue coordinating and supporting the 
implementation of the Global Plan of Action of Forest Genetic Resources (Global Plan of Action), in 
collaboration with regional networks on forest genetic resources (FGR) and relevant international 
organizations. It also encouraged FAO to continue pursuing extra-budgetary resources to support 
developing countries in the implementation of the Global Plan of Action.25  

The Commission also requested FAO to initiate the development of a new global information system 
on FGR, and encouraged FAO to consider ways to strengthen national and regional information 
systems on FGR, including by offering technical and financial support.26  

The document Status of implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable 
Use and Development of Forest Genetic Resources (CGRFA-18/21/9.2) summarizes the activities 
FAO has undertaken since the Commission’s last session to support, in collaboration with its partners, 
the implementation of the Global Plan of Action. The document Development of a new global 
information system on forest genetic resources (CGRFA-18/21/9.2/Inf.1) presents the background 
and planned activities for developing the global information system on FGR. 

9.3 Status of preparation of The Second Report on the State of the World’s Forest 
Genetic Resources 

The Commission, at its last session, adopted the outline27 and timeline28 for the preparation of The 
Second Report on the State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources (Second Report), as well as the 
guidelines29 for preparing country reports. The Commission requested FAO to invite regional 

                                                   
22 CGRFA/WG-AqGR-2/18/Report, paragraph 28. 
23 The information system is the broader system that collates data and makes them available to users as 
information in a range of reporting formats. The Registry is the data collection, management and processing 
module managed by FAO which represents the core of the information system. 
24 “Farmed type” is a relatively new term, introduced by The State of the World for Aquatic Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture’, which refers to a farmed aquatic organism that could be a strain, variety, hybrid, 
triploid, monosex group, or other genetically altered form or wild type. 
25 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 76. 
26 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 79. 
27 CGRFA-17/19/10.3, Appendix I. 
28 CGRFA-17/19/10/3, Appendix II. 
29 CGRFA-17/19/10.3/Inf.1. 

http://www.fao.org/fi/static-media/MeetingDocuments/AqGenRes/ITWG/2018/MX047en.pdf
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networks on FGR and relevant international organizations to contribute to the preparation of the 
Second Report.  

The document Status of preparation of The Second Report on the State of the World’s Forest Genetic 
Resources (CGRFA-18/21/9.3) presents a summary of activities undertaken for the preparation of the 
Second Report, the current status of the preparatory process and next steps, for consideration by the 
Commission. 

ITEM 10: ANIMAL GENETIC RESOURCES 

10.1 Report of the Eleventh Session of the Intergovernmental Technical Working 
Group  on Animal Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

The Eleventh Session of the Working Group was held from 19 to 21 May 2021 and its report 
(CGRFA-18/21/10.1) is before the Commission, for its consideration. 

If the Commission wishes the Working Group to meet prior to its next regular session, it will have to 
elect the Members of the Working Group. 

10.2 Implementation of the Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources 
The document Review of implementation of the Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources 
(CGRFA-18/21/10.2) summarizes the status of implementation of the Global Plan of Action for 
Animal Genetic Resources (Global Plan of Action), including FAO activities since the Commission’s 
Seventeenth Regular Session in support of the implementation of the Global Plan of Action. The 
document Status of the development of the Domestic Animal Diversity Information System (CGRFA-
18/21/10.2/Inf.3) provides information on FAO’s activities related to DAD-IS since the Commission’s 
last session. 

The Commission, at its last session, also called upon countries to continue implementing the Global 
Plan of Action and to report on it. 30 The results of the reporting process are summarized in the 
document Synthesis progress report on the implementation of the Global Plan of Action for Animal 
Genetic Resources – 2020 (CGRFA-18/21/10.2/Inf.5). 

The Commission also requested FAO to develop an in-house analytical study on the factors 
influencing the reporting of information for breeds, including factors involved in the reporting of 
unknown status, and to propose solutions to reduce the portion of unknown breeds.31 In response to 
this request, FAO prepared the document Detailed analysis of the factors influencing the reporting of 
information in the Domestic Animal Diversity Information System (CGRFA-18/21/10.2/Inf.4). 

The Commission further requested information on population sizes and breed classifications, in order 
to ensure that decisions on the implementation of the Global Plan of Action are informed by the most 
up-to-date data and information available.32 Based on updates of national breed data and information 
in DAD-IS, the document Status and trends of animal genetic resources – 2020 (CGRFA-
18/21/10.2/Inf.6) provides the requested information. 

The documents Revised draft practical guide on innovations in cryoconservation of animal genetic 
resources (CGRFA-18/21/10.2/Inf.1) and Revised draft practical guide on genomic characterization 
of animal genetic resources (CGRFA-18/21/10.2/Inf.2) have been prepared taking into account 
comments and inputs received from the Working Group and Members. 

  

                                                   
30 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraphs 85-86. 
31 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 90. 
32 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 89. 
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ITEM 11: MICRO-ORGANISMS AND INVERTEBRATE GENETIC RESOURCES 

The Commission, at its last session, adopted the Work Plan for the Sustainable Use and Conservation 
of Micro-organism and Invertebrate Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.33 For this session, 
the work plan foresees the addressing of two functional groups: pollinators, including honey bees, and 
biological control agents and biostimulants.34  

11.1 Pollinators, including honey bees 

The document Sustainable use and conservation of invertebrate pollinators, including honey bees 
(CGRFA-18/21/11.1) provides up-to-date information on the status and trends of invertebrate 
pollinators, maps relevant regional and international initiatives, identifies gaps and needs and seeks the 
Commission’s guidance as to how work in this area should be advanced.  

The document draws on the Draft study on sustainable use and conservation of invertebrate 
pollinators, including honey bees (CGRFA-18/21/11.1/Inf.1), which is based on a literature review, 
data analyses, the results of a questionnaire sent out to all Members and interested stakeholders and a 
qualitative data analysis of National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans.  

11.2 Biological control agents and bio-stimulants 

The document Sustainable use and conservation of microbial and invertebrate biological control 
agents, and biostimulants (CGRFA-18/21/11.2) presents an overview of the current state of biological 
control agents and biostimulants and their management, summarizes the state of relevant policies and 
legal instruments, identifies gaps and needs and seeks the Commission’s guidance as to how work in 
this area should be advanced. The document draws on the Draft study on sustainable use and 
conservation of microbial and invertebrate biological control agents, and biostimulants (CGRFA-
18/21/11.2/Inf.1).  

11.3 Review of the work on micro-organism and invertebrate genetic resources 
The Commission, at its Fourteenth Regular Session, in revising its MYPOW, decided to review its 
work on micro-organism and invertebrate genetic resources for food and agriculture (MIGR) at its 
Eighteenth Regular Session.35 At its last session, the Commission also requested FAO to present 
options with respect to the specifics of the work on MIGR foreseen in the work plan for its Nineteenth 
and Twentieth Regular Sessions.36 

The document Review of the work on micro-organism and invertebrate genetic resources for food and 
agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/11.3) reviews the Commission’s work on MIGR and presents options for 
consideration by the Commission with respect to the specifics of its future work on MIGR, in 
particular its work at its next two sessions. 

The documents Progress report on the implementation of the International Initiative for the 
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators (CGRFA-18/21/11.3/Inf.1) and Progress report on 
the implementation of the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil 
Biodiversity (CGRFA-18/21/11.3/Inf.2) describe FAO activities on these topics since the last session 
of the Commission and the progress made in the implementation of the International Initiatives. 

  

                                                   
33 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 95. 
34 CGRFA-17/19/Report, Appendix E. 
35 CGRFA-14/13/Report, Appendix I. 
36 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 95. 
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ITEM 12: PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 

12.1 Report of the Tenth Session of the Intergovernmental Technical Working 
 Group on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

The Tenth Session of the Working Group was held from 22 to 24 June 2021 and its report (CGRFA-
18/21/12.1) is before the Commission, for its consideration. 

If the Commission wishes the Working Group to meet prior to its next regular session, it will have to 
elect the Members of the Working Group. 

12.2 Implementation of the Second Global Plan of Action for Plant Genetic Resources 
for Food and Agriculture 

At its last session, the Commission requested FAO to continue supporting countries in the 
implementation of the Second Global Plan of Action for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (Second Global Plan of Action) and Article 6 of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture. 

The Commission further requested FAO to: 

• hold two international symposia on: (i) in situ conservation of crop wild relatives and wild 
food plants; and (ii) on-farm management of farmers’ varieties/landraces;37 

• continue providing support to national genebanks in their efforts to collect, conserve, 
regenerate, multiply, characterize and evaluate crop germplasm;38 

• prepare practical guides for the use of the Genebank Standards for Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture;39 

• continue developing the World Information and Early Warning System on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (WIEWS) portal and strengthening cooperation with 
the Global Information System (GLIS) and Genesys to avoid duplication of efforts; and 
prepare a report clarifying the specific roles of these databases for the next session of the 
Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture to streamline country reporting to the Commission and the Treaty.40 

The document FAO activities in support of the implementation of the Second Global Plan of Action for 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/12.2) responds to the above 
requests and reports, for consideration by the Commission, on activities carried out by FAO in support 
of the implementation of the four types of priority activities of the Second GPA: (i) in situ 
conservation and management; (ii) ex situ conservation; (iii) sustainable use; and (iv) building 
sustainable institutional and human capacities. 

The report of the Symposium is contained in the document Report of the First International Multi-
Stakeholder Symposium on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA-
18/21/12.2/Inf.3).  

The draft practical guides for the use of the Genebank Standards, as revised in the light of comments 
received following the Tenth Session of the Working Group, are contained in the document Draft 
Practical Guides for the Application of the Genebank Standards for Plant Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/12.2/Inf.1). 

                                                   
37 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 62. 
38 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 65. 
39 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 65. 
40 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 66. 
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In response to the Commission’s request,41 the document Strengthening cooperation among global 
information systems on plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/12.2/Inf.2) 
has been prepared to clarify the specific roles of WIEWS, GLIS and Genesys. 

12.3 Effects of seed policies, laws and regulations 
At its last session, the Commission considered the document Status and trends of seed policies and 
laws,42 and took note of the review43 undertaken. It requested that FAO undertake, in coordination 
with the Treaty and in consultation with the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of 
Plants, in-depth case studies. 

The document Effects of seed policies, laws and regulations (CGRFA-18/21/12.3) presents, for 
consideration by the Commission, key findings of the study Impact of implementation of seed 
legislation on the diversity of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (CGRFA-
18/21/12.3/Inf.1). 

12.4 Status of preparation of The Third Report on the State of the World’s Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

The MYPOW 2019–2027 of the Commission foresees the presentation of The Third Report on the 
State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Third Report) at the 
Commission’s Nineteenth Regular Session.44 In 2019, the Commission requested National Focal 
Points to report between January and December 2020 on the implementation of the Second GPA for 
the period of July 2014 to December 2019 through the WIEWS Reporting Tool.  

The Commission further requested FAO to propose thematic background studies, including on the 
global exchange of germplasm from and to genebanks, to complement the information used for the 
preparation of the Third Report.45 

The document Preparing The Third Report on the State of the World's Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/12.4) gives an update of progress made in the preparation of 
the Third Report, and specifies the purpose and content of the proposed thematic background studies 
and those parts of the Third Report to which they will contribute (Appendix I). It also contains a 
budget for the completion of the Third Report (Appendix II) and discusses, as a follow-up to the Third 
Report, the review of the Second Global Plan of Action. The document Preparation of Country 
Reports for the Third Report on the State of the World's Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/12.4/Inf.1 Rev.1) aims to guide National Focal Points in reporting 
relevant data and information for the preparation of the Third Report. 

THE COMMISSION’S MODE OF OPERATION 

ITEM 13: FUTURE ORGANIZATION OF INTERSESSIONAL WORK 
The Commission, at its last session, requested the Secretary “to prepare an options paper setting out 
different options (and their financial implications) for the future organization of the Commission’s 
intersessional work.46 In adopting the Work Plan for the Sustainable Use and Conservation of Micro-
organism and Invertebrate Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture,47 the Commission also 
requested FAO to present options with respect to the specifics of the Commission’s work on MIGR 
foreseen for its Nineteenth and Twentieth Regular Sessions, for discussion at its next session.48 

                                                   
41 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 66. 
42 CGRFA-17/19/9.3. 
43 CGRFA-17/19/9.3/Inf.1. 
44 CGRFA-17/19/Report, Appendix F, Annex 1. 
45 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 70. 
46 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 97. 
47 CGRFA-17/19/Report, Appendix E. 
48 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 95. 

http://www.fao.org/3/mz618en/mz618en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/mz618en/mz618en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/mz618en/mz618en.pdf
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The document Possible re-organization of the Commission’s future intersessional work (CGRFA-
18/21/13) gives a brief overview of the current organization of the Commission’s intersessional work. 
It describes the challenges the Commission’s intersessional work faces, and presents options for 
addressing them, including their financial, administrative and human-resource implications. The 
document concludes by suggesting a process that will enable the Commission to consider the 
advantages and disadvantages of the different options and to come to a conclusion on this matter. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN OTHER FORA AND COOPERATION 

ITEM 14: DEVELOPMENTS IN OTHER FORA 

The Commission, at its last session, requested its Secretariat to continue strengthening collaboration 
with the Secretariat of the CBD, in particular in the context of the preparation of the Post-2020 Global 
Biodiversity Framework.49 

The document Commission linkages with the FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across 
Agricultural Sectors and the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (CGRFA-18/21/14) gives a 
brief overview of various biodiversity-related events and processes of other bodies, instruments and 
organizations, held or originally scheduled to take place in 2020/21. The document summarizes the 
FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity and the Action Plan for its implementation. It further 
reports on the state of preparations of the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework and identifies 
linkages between the Commission’s work, the FAO Strategy and the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework, for information of and consideration by the Commission. 

ITEM 15: COOPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS 

At its last session, the Commission requested its Secretary to continue seeking inputs on prioritized 
themes of the regular sessions from international instruments and organizations and to make them 
available to the Commission for its information.50 

The document Cooperation with international instruments and organizations (CGRFA-18/21/15) 
provides information on the process through which international instruments and organizations 
provided information to this session.  

Comments and inputs received from international instruments and organizations on prioritized themes 
of this session are contained in the document Submissions by international instruments and 
organizations on biodiversity for food and agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.1). Additional reports 
have been received from the Convention on Biological Diversity (CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.2), the 
Global Crop Diversity Trust (CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.3), the CGIAR System Organization (CGRFA-
18/21/15/Inf.4) and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
(CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.5).  

The document Collaboration with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (CGRFA-18/21/15/Inf.6) provides information on the Commission’s cooperation with the 
Treaty’ Governing Body and Secretariat, for information of the Commission. 

OTHER MATTERS 

ITEM 16: OTHER BUSINESS 

ITEM 17: DATE AND PLACE OF THE COMMISSION’S NINETEENTH REGULAR 
SESSION 

ITEM 18: ELECTION OF CHAIR, VICE-CHAIRS AND RAPPORTEUR 

ITEM 19: ADOPTION OF THE REPORT  

                                                   
49 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraph 105. 
50 CGRFA-17/19/Report, paragraphs 101–102. 
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APPENDIX I 

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE 

 

  

Time Agenda 
Item 

Title Working Documents 

Monday, 27 September 2021 
morning 

10:00 – 
13:00 

 Opening of the Session   

1 Adoption of the agenda and timetable CGRFA-18/21/1 
CGRFA-18/21/1 Add.1 

 CROSS-SECTORAL MATTERS 
 2 The role of biodiversity for food and 

agriculture for food security, nutrition and 
human health 

CGRFA-18/21/2 

 3 The role of genetic resources for food and 
agriculture in mitigation of and adaptation to 
climate change 

CGRFA-18/21/3 

 4 Access and benefit-sharing for genetic 
resources for food and agriculture 

 

  4.1 Report of the Fifth Session of the Team 
of Technical and Legal Experts on Access and 
Benefit-Sharing 

CGRFA-18/21/4.1 

  4.2 Past and future work on access and 
benefit-sharing for genetic resources for food 
and agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/4.2 

 5 “Digital sequence information” on genetic 
resources for food and agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/5 

Monday, 27 September 2021 
afternoon 

15:00 – 
18:00 

6 Review of the work on biotechnologies for the 
conservation and sustainable use of genetic 
resources for food and agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/6 
 

BIODIVERSITY FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

7 Biodiversity  

7.1 Report of the Second Meeting of the 
Group of National Focal Points on Biodiversity 
for Food and Agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/7.1.1 
CGRFA-18/21/7.1.2 

7.2 Needs and possible actions in response 
to The State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food 
and Agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/7.2 
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Time Agenda 
Item 

Title Working Documents 

Tuesday, 28 September 2021 
morning 

10:00 – 
13:00 

8 Aquatic genetic resources 

 8.1 Presentation of The State of the World’s 
Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/8.1 

  8.2 Report of the Third Session of the 
Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on 
Aquatic Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture  

CGRFA-18/21/8.2 

  8.3 Draft Global Plan of Action for Aquatic 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture  

CGRFA-18/21/8.3 

Tuesday, 28 September 2021 
afternoon 

15:00 – 
18:00 

9 Forest genetic resources 

 9.1 Report of the Sixth Session of the 
Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on 
Forest Genetic Resources 

CGRFA-18/21/9.1 

  9.2 Implementation of the Global Plan of 
Action for the Conservation, Sustainable Use 
and Development of Forest Genetic Resources 

CGRFA-18/21/9.2 
 

  9.3 Status of preparation of The Second 
Report on the State of the World’s Forest 
Genetic Resources 

CGRFA-18/21/9.3 

Wednesday, 29 September 2021 
morning 

10:00 – 
13:00 

10 Animal genetic resources  

 10.1 Report of the Eleventh Session of the 
Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on 
Animal Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/10.1 
 

 10.2 Implementation of the Global Plan of 
Action for Animal Genetic Resources 

CGRFA-18/21/10.2 

Wednesday, 29 September 2021 
afternoon 

15:00 – 
18:00 

11 Micro-organism and invertebrate genetic resources 

 11.1 Pollinators, including honey bees CGRFA-18/21/11.1 

  11.2 Biological control agents and  
bio-stimulants 

CGRFA-18/21/11.2 

  11.3 Review of the work on micro-organism 
and invertebrate genetic resources 

CGRFA-18/21/11.3 
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Time Agenda 
Item 

Title Working Documents 

Thursday, 30 September 2021 
morning 

10:00 – 
13:00 

12 Plant genetic resources 

 12.1 Report of the Tenth Session of the 
Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on 
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/12.1 

  12.2 Implementation of the Second Global 
Plan of Action for Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/12.2 

  12.3 Effects of seed policies, laws and 
regulations 

CGRFA-18/21/12.3 

  12.4 Status of preparation of The Third 
Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture 

CGRFA-18/21/12.4 

Thursday, 30 September 2021 
afternoon 

15:00 – 
18:00 

THE COMMISSION’S MODE OF OPERATION 

13 Future organization of intersessional work CGRFA-18/21/13 

 DEVELOPMENTS IN OTHER FORA AND COOPERATION 

 14 Developments in other fora CGRFA-17/19/14 

 15 Cooperation with international instruments 
and organizations 

CGRFA-17/19/15 

 OTHER MATTERS 

 16 Other business  

 17 Date and place of the Commission’s 
Nineteenth Regular Session 

 

 18 Election of Chair, Vice-Chairs and 
Rapporteur 

 

Friday, 1 October 2021 
afternoon 

15:00 – 
18:00 

19 Adoption of the Report  
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APPENDIX II 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR A VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE  
COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE  

EXCEPTIONAL TO ITS EIGHTEENTH REGULAR SESSION  

 

1. The procedures outlined in this document apply on an exceptional basis to the Eighteenth 
Regular Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Commission) in 
light of the measures to contain the COVID-19 pandemic and the resulting virtual modality of this 
Session. The adoption of such procedures shall not create a precedent for the working methods of the 
Commission or any of its subsidiary bodies for their future meetings. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD 
AND AGRICULTURE  
2. The Commission, according to its Statutes, shall have a coordinating role and shall deal with 
policy, sectoral and cross-sectoral matters related to the conservation and sustainable use of genetic 
resources of relevance to food and agriculture. Its terms of reference shall be:  
 

i. to keep under continuous review all matters relating to the policy, programmes and 
activities of FAO in the area of genetic resources of relevance to food and agriculture, 
including their conservation and sustainable use and the fair and equitable sharing of 
benefits derived from their utilization, and to advise the Director-General and the Council 
and, as appropriate, its technical committees, including in particular the Committees on 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, on such matters; 

ii. to recommend such measures as may be necessary or desirable to ensure the development, 
as appropriate, of a comprehensive global system or systems on genetic resources of 
relevance to food and agriculture and to monitor the operation of its/their components, in 
harmony, where applicable, with the Convention on Biological Diversity and other 
relevant international instruments;  

iii. to provide an intergovernmental forum for negotiations and to oversee the development, 
upon the request of the FAO Governing Bodies, of other international agreements, 
undertakings, codes of conduct or other instruments relating to genetic resources of 
relevance to food and agriculture, and to monitor the operation of such instruments;  

iv. to facilitate and oversee cooperation between FAO and other international governmental 
and non-governmental bodies dealing with the conservation and sustainable use of genetic 
resources, in particular with the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and the UN Commission on Sustainable Development, and to seek to develop 
appropriate mechanisms for cooperation and coordination in consultation with such 
bodies;  

v. subject to approval by the Governing Bodies of FAO, as appropriate, to respond to 
requests from the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in 
the specific area of genetic resources of relevance to food and agriculture, including the 
provision of information and other services to the Conference of the Parties and its 
subsidiary bodies, especially in the areas of early warning systems, global assessment and 
clearing house facilities, in particular, and as appropriate, through the Global System for 
the Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.  

3. The virtual modality of the Eighteenth Regular Session of the Commission does not alter any 
of the terms of reference of the Commission outlined above. 
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CONDUCT OF SESSIONS 

4. All plenary meetings of the Eighteenth Regular Session of the Commission will be conducted 
through the Zoom platform. Members and observers of the Commission will be granted equal 
accessibility and capability inside the Zoom platform, ensuring their ability to be seen, and to view 
who is in attendance in the virtual meeting, and to address the Commission. 

5. Members and observers may request the floor by using the ‘raise hand’ function in the Zoom 
platform. This will draw up a list of speakers that the Chairperson will use to call participants to take 
the floor.  

6. Simultaneous interpretation in all six languages of the Organization will be provided during 
the Eighteenth Regular Session of the Commission. 

7. Given the virtual modality of the Eighteenth Regular Session of the Commission and the need 
to streamline the proceedings to ensure sufficient time during the session to complete all agenda items, 
Members and observers are encouraged to limit interventions to three minutes, and regional 
interventions to five minutes. Regional statements are particularly encouraged to maximize the 
efficiency of the proceedings.  

8. To facilitate interpretation and reporting, Members and observers are requested to provide 
written copies of their statements to: FAO-Interpretation@fao.org and cgrfa@fao.org prior to delivery 
and read it slowly.  

9. Participants may use the chat function of the Zoom platform for exchanging information. 
However, views that should be taken into account in the preparation of the meeting report need to be 
orally expressed during the session. 

AGENDA, TIMETABLE AND DOCUMENTATION 

10. All the documents for the session are made available as per established practice on the 
website of the Commission.51 

11. The time zone applicable to the Eighteenth Regular Session of the Commission will be 
Central European Summer Time (UTC +2). This is the time zone of the headquarters of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and the location of the Session as if it were held as a 
physical meeting. 

12. The meetings of the Eighteenth Regular Session of the Commission will be scheduled from 
10.00 to 13.00 hours and from 15.00 to 18:00 hours. On 1 October 2021, there will be no morning 
session and the afternoon session will run from 15:00 to 18:00 hours, unless it is decided otherwise. 

13. The Chairperson of the Commission may call for a short break of up to ten minutes at any 
time during the session. 

14. All other working methods of the Commission outlined in this Note, in relation to the 
agenda, timetable and documentation, will be applied to the Eighteenth Regular Session of the 
Commission in accordance with established practice. 

REPORTS AND RECORDS 
15. The draft meeting report will be prepared by the Rapporteur of the Commission, circulated by 
email to all participants and made available on the webpage of the Commission on 1 October 2021 at 
13:30 hours. The Report will record the Commission’s consensus on the amended modalities for the 
session outlined in this Note.  

16. All other working methods of the Commission outlined in this Note, in relation to reports and 
records of the session, will be applied to the Eighteenth Regular Session of the Commission in line 
with established practice. 

                                                   
51 http://www.fao.org/cgrfa/meetings/detail/en/c/1414719/ 
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