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170th Session of the Council 

 

Sub-Item 9.1: Report of the 32nd session of the Regional Conference for Africa (Malabo, 

Equatorial Guinea, 11-14 April 2022)  

 

The 32nd FAO Regional Conference for Africa (ARC) was held from 11 - 14 April 2022. The Session was 

convened in hybrid modality (with both physical presence in the host country of the Republic of Equatorial 

Guinea and virtual participation through videoconferencing), on an exceptional basis, in light of the COVID-

19 pandemic and associated public health concerns and constraints.  

 

His Excellency Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, President of Equatorial Guinea, opened the conference.  

In total, 778 delegates attended over the course of the 4-day conference. The delegates were comprised of 

62 ministers (including deputy ministers), 20 ambassadors, 28 private sector organizations, 31 civil society 

and/or non-governmental organisations, 34 intergovernmental organizations, 7 United Nations (UN) Agencies 

and 3 observer nations. 

  

The Regional Conference highlighted that hunger is on the rise on the African Continent, affecting 282 

million people; an increase of 46 million. This rise is due to a combination of factors, often overlapping, such 

as the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, conflicts and other humanitarian emergencies, animal and plant 

pests and diseases and the negative effects of the climate crisis, including the recent severe drought 

threatening Eastern African Countries. In addition, the war in Ukraine is having a direct impact on prices of 

food commodities, energy and agricultural inputs such as fertilizer – further increasing food security 

challenges. 

 

Below are the recommendations that derived from the Programme and Budgetary matters: 

Regional results, priorities, the four betters and the Sustainable Development Goals  

 

The Regional Conference recognized the full alignment of FAO’s country-level planning with the UN 

Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) process. It noted the achievements in the 

implementation of FAO’s corporate initiatives in the Africa region, including the COVID-19 Response and 

Recovery Programme, the Hand-in-Hand Initiative, the Green Cities Initiative, the 1000 Digital Villages 

Initiative, the One Country One Priority Product (OCOP) Initiative and the Regional Technical Platform on 

Common Agricultural Policies and Practices. It appreciated FAO’s focus on evidence-based, country-led and 

country-owned actions in the region to accelerate agricultural transformation and sustainable rural 

development for the eradication of poverty (SDG 1), hunger and all forms of malnutrition (SDG 2), as well as 

the attainment of all other SDGs in the region. 

 

The Regional Conference welcomed the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31 and its strategic narrative of 

supporting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through the transformation to MORE efficient, 

inclusive, resilient and sustainable agrifood systems for better production, better nutrition, a better 

environment and a better life, leaving no one behind. It also recognized the reorganization of regional 

structures in Africa, the programmatic approach and the reinvigorated business model to deliver FAO’s 

programmes efficiently with concrete and tangible results and greater impact at the country level. 

 

The Regional Conference recommended FAO to support Members to implement diligently the Strategic 

Framework 2022-2031, the four betters, the accelerators and all cross-cutting themes, as relevant to national 

contexts; and to double its effort to support inclusiveness, especially with respect to women, youth and other 

vulnerable populations in the implementation of the Regional Priorities aligned with the four betters and 

endorsed by the Regional Conference, which include (1) Sustainable production systems, (2) Efficient and 

equitable nutrition systems, (3) Climate action and sustainable natural resource management, and (4) Building 

resilience towards ending poverty. 

The Regional Conference welcomed the development of FAO’s first-ever Science and Innovation Strategy as 

a key tool to contribute to the implementation of the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31 and commended its 
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transparent and inclusive consultation process and highlighted that while science and innovation is critical for 

agrifood systems transformation, innovations need to account for national circumstances and recommended 

FAO, among others, to: 

 consider certain elements in the Strategy, including the specificities of local contexts and disparities 

between countries in the region, facilitate access and technology transfer, in particular intellectual 

property rights, capitalize on local knowledge and pay attention to the role of small-scale producers, 

small and medium-sized enterprises, women and youth; and  

 support Members to develop appropriate policies and partnerships, to strengthen capacities, including 

those of agricultural extension systems, and to mobilize resources for the implementation of the 

Strategy at country level. 

The Regional Conference welcomed the initiation of the new FAO Strategy on Climate Change, its vision and 

Theory of Change and its alignment to the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31 and other international 

agreements and expressed appreciation for the inclusive and consultative process that has been adopted to 

develop the strategy.  

The Regional Conference recommended FAO, among others, to: 

 use its role and comparative advantage to support learning and exchange across countries in the 

region and globally on new innovations, technologies and partnerships to address climate resilience, 

adaptation and mitigation, and to support and strengthen capacities of Members to establish early 

warning and meteorological systems, and of stakeholders including small-scale farmers to use climate 

information and data for better management of their activities; 

 ensure that the Strategy goes beyond business as usual and promote a shift that will tackle the root 

causes of climate change impacts on agrifood systems and address the vulnerability of countries and 

communities in the region. 

 

Regarding the next venue of the Regional Conference, Members agreed to hold the 33rd Session in the 

Kingdom of Morocco in 2024. The exact date will be agreed jointly by the selected host country and the 

Secretariat of the Regional Conference.  

 

The Honourable Francisca Eneme Efua, Chairperson of the 32nd Session of the Regional Conference for 

Africa (ARC 32) 

 

 


