
170th Session of the Council 

Item 17: Restoration by the Conference of the voting rights of Member Nations in arrears in the 

payment of their financial contributions to the Organization 

 

Article III.4 of the FAO Constitution states that a Member Nation in arrears in payment of its 

financial contributions to the Organization equal to or exceeding the amount due from it for the two 

preceding calendar years shall have no vote in the Conference. The same Article stipulates that the 

Conference may, nevertheless, permit such a Member Nation to vote if it is satisfied that the failure to 

do so is due to conditions beyond the control of the Member Nation. 

While there are no explicit provisions in the Basic Texts stipulating the procedure to be followed in 

this case, a practice has developed whereby the General Committee of the Conference examines 

requests by Member Nations to reinstate their voting rights in accordance with Article III.4 of the 

Constitution, and then reports to the Conference with its recommendation. Member Nations in arrears 

may request to repay their arrears through an instalment plan which is also reviewed by the General 

Committee and which then makes a recommendation to the Conference.  

The 42nd Session of the Conference in June 2021 requested the conduct of a comprehensive review of 

the process of reinstating voting rights for Member Nations in arrears, for consideration by the 

relevant Governing Bodies, including the Committee on Constitutional and Legal Matters (CCLM), 

and supported by a process of informal consultations by the Independent Chairperson of the Council.  

As Members are aware, the matter has since gone through review by a number of Governing Bodies, 

including the 113th and 115th Sessions of the CCLM, the 168th Session of the Council, the 188th 

Session of the Finance Committee and will be considered by the 191st Session of the Finance 

Committee prior to this review by the 170th Session of the Council.  

In parallel, I have held informal consultations open to all Members of FAO on 4 March and 20 April 

2022, which took into account the previous review of the matter by the Governing Bodies and which 

allowed a platform for Members to propose recommendations regarding the process by which 

Member Nations’ votes are reinstated in accordance with Article III.4 of the FAO Constitution.  

Council document CL 170/19 outlines Members’ proposals made in the context of my informal 

consultations, namely with regard to a) the information to be provided to support a statement of 

inability to pay; b) payment plans; c) payments in local currency; and d) scale of contributions.  

Members considered that those Member Nations in arrears requesting the restoration of their voting 

rights by the Conference should provide an explanation of the nature of the conditions beyond their 

control, supporting information and documentation, an indication of the measures to be taken to settle 

the arrears, and any further pertinent information to support such claim. Members also suggested that 

such a request be submitted at least two weeks ahead of the Conference concerned. Moreover, 

Members further outlined the specific information to be provided by Member Nations requesting the 

restoration of their voting rights through a payment plan.  

Such recommendations are presented to the Council as a draft Conference Resolution in Appendix A 

of document CL 170/19, for the Council’s consideration and further guidance, as appropriate. 

 

Dr Hans Hoogeveen, Independent Chairperson of the Council 


