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The Hand-in-Hand Initiative (HIH) began in the fall of 2019 and it applies rigorous analytical methods to assist countries 

in identifying territories and populations with the greatest potential for unlocking market-oriented opportunities to 

transform their agrifood systems, thereby contributing towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 1, 2 and 10. 

 

Progress Highlights 

Since November 2021, seven additional countries have joined the Initiative, bringing the total number of participating 

countries to 52. Their ambitious programming goals are evident as they use the Initiative to strengthen and accelerate 

existing programmes or develop new ones, build national capabilities and bolster national ownership of sustainable 

development process. Specifically: 

 In Africa, 29 countries1 are making steady, if incremental progress, with francophone countries making 

considerable advance. For example, Mali is drawing on the Initiative to establish two pilot agricultural growth 

zones, known as “Agropoles” to boost the rural population’s income and access to healthy diets. The FAO 

Technical Task Team is also working on developing a more comprehensive approach for the region, focusing on 

the Sahel.  

 In Asia, 11 countries2 are working together with the HIH teams to translate the Initiative’s alignment with their 

national priorities into concrete investment plans. In Nepal, following a period of political changeover, the 

Government has resumed efforts to integrate a climate-smart agriculture investment plan at the local level in 

target provinces.   

 In Latin America, intensive national-level work is taking place in eight countries.3 Ecuador, for instance, has used 

the Initiative’s typology maps to organize livestock, forestry and agriculture projects as part of their National 

Agriculture Plan. For a regional approach, the FAO Technical Team has begun conducting an assessment to 

tackle food insecurity challenges in the Dry Corridors.  

 In Europe, Tajikistan has made steady progress focusing on generating opportunities in the dairy sector. Among 

the three participating countries4 in the Middle East, the Yemeni Government and the HIH team continue to 

mobilize resources to invest in the coffee and fisheries value chains and improve food security. 

 

Dashboard Development 

The development of a programme dashboard has continued, with preliminary data from seven HIH countries made 

available: Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Nepal, Solomon Islands, Tajikistan and Yemen. 

The initial dashboard platform has been shared with the seven countries and was well received. 

The dashboard is designed to provide regular, real-time reporting of progress against programme milestones and SDG 

objectives. It also provides key impacts and cost-benefit analysis, showcasing advancement in the areas of interventions. 

The dashboard builds upon significantly resource-intensive analysis and information collection efforts with respect to time 

and labour. It has also required close consultations between host governments and multiple partners, all of which have 

informed the country’s programmes supported by HIH.  
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1 Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cabo Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, 

the Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tomé and Principe, Senegal, 

Somalia, Tanzania, South Sudan, Uganda, Zimbabwe. 
2 Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Kiribati, Lao PDR, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu 
3 Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru. 
4 Sudan, Syria, Yemen. 


