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During the 115th Session, held from 21 - 23 March 2022, in a hybrid virtual modality, the Committee on 

Constitutional and Legal Matters (CCLM) considered i) a Concept note in relation to the types of FAO 

products and the means for their development and ii) the Participation of private sector as observers at the 

FAO Governing Body sessions.  

The Committee was also provided with an Update on the FAO policies on Protection of Data and 

Intellectual Property Rights and considered the Governance of FAO’s statistical and other data activities 

and their alignment with the cross-cutting FAO policies on Protection of Data and Intellectual Property 

Rights. During the same session, the Independent Chairperson of the Council (ICC) provided the CCLM 

with an update on his informal consultations with Members on the Code of Conduct for Voting and the 

Restoration by the Conference of the voting rights of Member Nations in arrears in the payment of their 

financial contributions to the Organization.  

In addition, the CCLM considered a proposal to change the name of the Regional Conference for Europe 

as well as a proposal to amend Staff Regulation 301.13.6 concerning the Organization’s Junior 

Professional Officers (JPO) Programme. 

Further to its consideration of the Concept note, the CCLM underscored the primacy of the legal basis and 

criteria contained in the Basic Texts vis-à-vis the development and promulgation of the wide range of 

FAO products. Recognizing that the Note was non exhaustive and that the relevant process would be 

guided by the substantive content of a product, the CCLM encouraged inclusive, transparent and open 

consultations with Members, where the means of development for a FAO product was unclear or 

ambiguous. The Council is invited to note this document as a practical orientation tool to guide Members, 

recalling its earlier recommendation against the elaboration of a formal standardized procedure. 

Regarding the Participation of the private sector as observers at FAO Governing Body sessions, the 

CCLM recalled that decision-making remains the prerogative of FAO Members. It recommended that the 

ICC convene informal consultations on this issue; in particular, to elicit from the Membership its interest 

in developing a permanent observer status for private sector entities and recommended that, pending the 

approval of guidelines on the subject-matter, the current ad hoc arrangements continue to be applied. The 

CCLM finally expressed its readiness to continue consideration of this matter at its 116th Session, 

observing that approved guidelines should be included in the Basic Texts. 

The CCLM welcomed the “Update on the FAO policies on Protection of Data and Intellectual Property 

Rights” and looked forward to considering, at its 116th Session, FAO’s intellectual property rights (IPR) 

policy. It expressed the view that the Data Protection Policy is consistent with the Basic Texts and, 

contingent on comments it provided during the session and which are outlined in its Report, it 

recommended the promulgation of the Policy with a view to its early implementation. The CCLM also 

looked forward to receiving information at its 116th Session on linkages between the promulgated Data 

Protection Policy and the IPR policy, as well as on the alignment of other instruments with the Data 

Protection Policy. 



Upon consideration of the document, entitled “Governance of FAO’s statistical and other data activities 

and their alignment with the cross-cutting FAO policies on Protection of Data and Intellectual Property 

Rights – Proposal for an improved internal coordination and its alignment with corporate policies on 

Data Protection and Intellectual Property Rights”, the CCLM recalled its mandate to address legal and 

constitutional matters and, specifically, to assess the alignment of this document with the Data Protection 

Policy. It looked forward to receiving an update on alignment of this work, as well as other instruments, 

with the Data Protection Policy. 

The ICC provided updates on two substantive matters. Firstly, a detailed update on his consultations with 

the Membership on a draft Code of Conduct for Voting. The CCLM took note of the development of an 

ICC proposed text and confirmed its readiness to consider the draft Code of Conduct for Voting, when 

available. 

Secondly, noting the impact of arrears on the Organization's financial situation, the CCLM appreciated 

the ICC’s update on his consultations on the restoration of voting rights of Member Nations in arrears in 

the payment of their financial contributions to the Organization. It welcomed the ongoing work being 

undertaken with a view to addressing the recommendations of the 168th Session of the Council on a 

procedure for timely submission of applications, types of information, means of payment and payment 

plans. The CCLM expressed its readiness to consider, within the context of its mandate, any criteria 

developed by this process or draft resolution for consideration by the Council and the Conference. 

Upon consideration of the CCLM document entitled “Regional Conference for Europe – Proposed 

change of name”, the CCLM observed that the proposal had not met all the procedural steps as described 

in the document. It expressed its readiness to consider this matter upon completion of the initial steps in 

this process. 

The CCLM endorsed the amendment proposed to Staff Regulation 301.13.6, which aims at changing the 

name of the Associate Professional Officers (APO) Programme to the Junior Professional Officers (JPO) 

Programme. 
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