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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. This information paper provides an overview of activities and work performed by the FAO and 
non-FAO regional fisheries advisory bodies (RFABs) across the world1.  

II. ATLANTIC OCEAN 

Benguela Current Convention (BCC) 

2. BCC is a multi-sectoral initiative by the governments of Angola, Namibia, and South Africa to 
foster regional collaboration for integrated management, sustainable development and protection of 
the environment using the ecosystem approach to ocean governance in the Benguela Current Large 
Marine Ecosystem (BCLME). The Parties signed the Benguela Current Convention on 18 March 
2013, the first inter-governmental Convention in the world to be based on the multi-sectoral approach 
to the Large Marine Ecosystem (LME), a new approach to ocean governance –towards managing 
transboundary resources at the larger ecosystem level (instead of national level) and balancing human 
needs with conservation imperatives.  

3. The following projects are being implemented in the BCC region: (a) Nansen Project, resulting 
from cooperation between BCC and the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries (EAF) project; (b) Benguela 
Current Marine Spatial Management and Governance Project (MARISMA); (c) Inclusive and 
sustainable development in the BCLME region through the improved ocean governance and the 
integrated management of ocean use and marine resources; (d) Enhancing Climate Change resilience 
in the Benguela Current Fisheries System. 

Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central Atlantic (CECAF) 

4. CECAF was established as an advisory body, within the framework of Article VI of the FAO 
Constitution, by the 48th Session of the FAO Council in 1967. Its purpose is to promote the 
sustainable utilization of the living marine resources in its area of competence, which includes high 
seas and national waters. CECAF has 34 members. In 2019, an Independent cost-benefit assessment 
(CBA) of the CECAF was undertaken to identify options to support improved functioning. The 
CECAF Secretariat will call for an intersessional meeting for CECAF members to specifically discuss 
the outcomes and recommendations of the CBA report and provide a proposal to be considered for 
adoption at the next ordinary session of the Committee scheduled for March 2023. 

5. As an advisory body with no-autonomous budget and no ring-fenced allocations under the FAO 
Regular Programme, CECAF relies solely on extra-budgetary funds to implement activities aligned 
with its functions and responsibilities. The maindonor is the European Union, whose funding supports 
ongoing projects on (i) Improvement of data quality and assessments for the CECAF Working Groups; 
(ii) Improved Regional Governance of Marine Resources in the CECAF area; and (iii) Support 
Organization of the Intersessional session on the follow up of the CBA and Scientific Sub-committee. 

Ministerial Conference on Fisheries Cooperation among African States Bordering the Atlantic 
(ATLAFCO) 

6. ATLAFCO is a regional fisheries advisory body founded in 1989 gathering 22 countries from 
Morocco to Namibia. 

7. ATLAFCO organized several workshops of great importance: (i) workshop on “What 
Aquaculture for a contribution in line with the blue growth initiative?” (Morocco, 25-27 October 
2021) an opportunity for holding the Constitutive General Assembly of the “Réseau africain des 
institutions chargées du développement et de la promotion de l’aquaculture” (RAFAQUA); (ii) 
workshop on “Artisanal fisheries and aquaculture, major components of inclusive socio-economic 
development” (Morocco 10-12 February 2022), to support the development of a regional strategy for 
                                                      
1 The FAO Secretariat wishes to acknowledge the kind collaboration of RFB secretariats for their contribution to COFI 
document COFI/2022/9 and COFI/2022/Inf.13. 
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the sustainable management of this area within the framework of the celebration of the International 
Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (IYAFA 2022); (iii) workshop on ''Towards a better 
access to the regional and international market of fishery and aquaculture products'' ( Ivory Coast, 10-
11March 2022) organized jointly by ATLAFCO and the Intergovernmental Organization for 
Information and Cooperation for the Marketing of Fishery Products in Africa (INFOPÊCHE). 

Regional Fisheries Commission for the Gulf of Guinea (COREP) 

8. COREP is a specialized Organization of the Economic Community of Central African States, a 
sub-regional cooperation platform for fisheries and aquaculture which brings together seven countries. 
It was set up in 1984 and has its headquarters in Libreville, Gabon. 

9. COREP adopted a new convention in 2009. As part of this renaissance, the mandate of COREP 
now covers maritime fishing, inland fishing and aquaculture. COREP's three successive Strategic 
Action Plans (2009-2015, 2016-2020 and 2021-2025) clearly reflect the political will of COREP 
member countries in the fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing. It is also 
worth noting that the project set up a Regional Coordination Unit for the monitoring, control and 
surveillance of fishing activities, as well as a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the 
collaboration and cooperation between COREP and the Regional Center for Maritime Security in 
Central Africa. 

Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) 

10. CRFM was established by an inter-governmental agreement, which entered into force on 4 
February 2002. Its membership comprises 17 Caribbean States. The objective of the organization is to 
promote sustainable use of the living marine and other aquatic resources through the development, 
efficient management and conservation of such resources.  

11. The 11th Special Meeting of the Ministerial Council (October 2021) approved the Third CRFM 
Strategic Plan, 2022-2030, which focuses, among others, on marine spatial planning, area-based 
management and combatting IUU IUU fishing and organized crime. The Council also approved a 
white paper to guide the development of the new model Fisheries Legislation on Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures, as well as, a Resource Mobilization Strategy 2022 to 2030, to enhance efforts 
to mobilize resources to support accelerated blue economic growth and post-COVID-19 recovery. At a 
special meeting, twelve CRFM States signed the International Declaration on Transnational Organized 
Crime in the Global Fishing Industry (Copenhagen Declaration). The 16th Regular Session of the 
Ministerial Council of the CRFM (May 2021) provided policy direction to Member States on subjects 
such as the negotiations on the Intergovernmental Conference on an international legally binding 
instrument under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of 
marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ), and the prohibition of certain 
fishery subsidies and approved a regional gender strategy and action plan to enhance programme and 
project implementation effectiveness. 

Fisheries Committee for the West Central Gulf of Guinea (FCWC) 

12. FCWC is an intergovernmental organization created by the Cotonou Convention on 
7 November 2007 and comprises six-Member States. The Committee is developing regional 
cooperation to improve governance in fisheries through commonly agreed strategic action plans 
aligned with the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) policy and SDG14 
objectives.  

13. The Committee’s current areas of intervention and achievement are: (i) Implementation of the 
Regional Fisheries Resources Management Plan; (ii) Sub-regional cooperation in the fight against 
IUU fishing and maritime safety with Establishment of West Africa Task Force since 2015; 
(iii) Development of fisheries research and the regional information system, (iv) Elaboration and 
implementation of a coordinated aquaculture development policy through the establishment of a 
regional working group on aquaculture to coordinate aquaculture development in the region with a 
three-year action plan (2022-2024). 
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The North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO) 

14. NAMMCO is a RFAB for cooperation on the conservation, rational management and study of 
marine mammals in the North Atlantic. It was established by the “Agreement on Cooperation in 
Research, Conservation and Management of Marine Mammals in the North Atlantic” (1992) signed by 
Faroe Islands, Greenland, Iceland and Norway. NAMMCO regularly assesses and provides advice on 
20 to 30 marine mammals, both cetaceans and pinnipeds and considers the use of marine mammals to 
be ethically defensible if it is sustainable and responsible. Sustainable harvesting of marine mammals 
for food defines the Commission. 

15. NAMMCO also coordinates activities bolstering the knowledge base and currently is working 
on: the 2024 North Atlantic Sighting Surveys; the 2022-2027 Miniature Tag Development project; and 
the 2022 Conference and Gastronomic showcase ‘Marine Mammals – a Sustainable Food Resource’ 
(Tórshavn, 5-6 October 2022). 

Subregional Fisheries Commission (SRFC) 

16. SRFC is an intergovernmental organization for fisheries cooperation between seven Member 
States (MS) of West Africa established by the Convention of 29 March 1985 (amended in July 1993 
and May 2017) to harmonize the long-term national policies of its MS with regard to the preservation, 
conservation and sustainable exploitation of their fishery resources and to strengthen their cooperation 
for the benefit of the well-being of their populations.  

17. The priority strategic actions for the achievement of the objectives of the SRFC are (i) The 
harmonization of policies and legislation on the preservation, conservation and exploitation of fishery 
resources in the sub-region, (ii) The development of subregional cooperation in monitoring, control 
and surveillance (MCS); and (iii) Developing the capacity of MS in the field of fisheries research. 

Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC) 

18. WECAFC is a regional fisheries advisory body established in 1973 by the FAO Council to 
promote the effective conservation, management and development of the living marine resources in 
the Western Central Atlantic.  

19. WECAFC is engaged in a strategic reorientation, which saw a paradigm shift since its 17th 
session held in 2019. The intersession progress of the ad hoc Intersessional Working Group for the 
development of a model for a regional fisheries management entity or arrangement in the WECAFC 
area of competence was reported at the 18th session (26-29 July 2022, Managua, Nicaragua). The 
18th session is expected also to address new fisheries conservation and management measures, a new 
strategic plan (2022-2027) and the revision of its rules of procedure. 

III. INDIAN OCEAN 

Bay of Bengal Program Inter-Governmental Organization (BOBP-IGO) 

20. BOBP-IGO was established in 2003. It serves as an advisory body and think-tank for the region. 
It has four member countries. The last BOBP-IGO’s Governing Council meeting was held in 2020. 
The Organization works on fisheries resource management with special focus on small-scale fisheries, 
ecosystem conservation, coastal livelihoods and occupational safety and provides need-based support 
to coastal aquaculture. Its mission is to improve regional cooperation through policy advocacy, 
capacity building, and technology diffusion to attain sustainable marine fisheries. 

21. BOBP-IGO has significantly contributed to the outreach of major global programmes in the 
region, such as the promotion of the 1995 FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and the 
implementation of EAF. The Organization assists Members in incorporating maritime safety into 
fisheries management and in improving fisheries monitoring, control and surveillance. Currently, the 
BOBP-IGO and FAO are collaborating to build a regional plan to curb IUU fishing. The Organization 
is developing a Blue Growth model for the area, with an emphasis on better stock management, 
regional scientific cooperation, and climate change risk adaptation. 
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Southwest Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission (SWIOFC) 

22. SWIOFC is a RFAB established in 2004 by the FAO Council. Its Secretariat is hosted at the 
National Fisheries Administration office of the Ministry of Sea, Inland Waters and Fisheries of the 
Republic of Mozambique, in Maputo. SWIOFC has 12 Members. The main objective of the SWIOFC 
is to promote the sustainable utilization of living marine resources of the Southwest Indian Ocean 
region through the proper management and development of the living marine resources, and to address 
common problems of fisheries management and development faced by the Members of SWIOFC, 
without prejudice to the sovereign rights of coastal states.  

23. The SWIOFish1 project ended in 2021and is expected to receive financial support to continue. 
The Eleventh Session of SWIOFC was held virtually from 4-6 August 2021. Some of the key 
milestones achieved by the Commission included the creation of a Working Group on Fisheries 
Socioeconomics. In February 2019, all Member Countries adopted the Guidelines for Minimum Terms 
and Conditions (MTC) for Foreign Fisheries Access to the SWIOFC Region. In 2021, the status of 
implementation and progress of implementation of the MTC Guidelines both at national and regional 
levels were assessed following a new process to be conducted regularly. A provisional mechanism for 
the horizontal harmonization of foreign fishing licensing was developed during 2021. 

IV. PACIFIC OCEAN 

Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) 

24. APFIC is a RFAB under FAO Article XIV. According to the APFIC agreement, the purpose of 
the Commission shall be to promote the full and proper utilization of living aquatic resources through 
the development and management of fishing and culture operations and the development of related 
processing and marketing activities in conformity with the objectives of its Members. 

25. The 36th session of APFIC (May 2021) recognized that the recorded landings from the two 
main APFIC fishing areas (FAO Fishing Areas 57 Eastern Indian Ocean and 71 Western Central 
Pacific) indicate steady growth trends in marine capture fisheries. However, at the national level, 
coastal fishery resources are heavily fished and often show signs of overexploitation. The APFIC 
region represents some of the least assessed fisheries in the world. This has implications for 
management, decision-making and tracking of the sustainable use of fishery resources, limiting the 
Members’ ability to report on SDG 14. It was noted that there is the potential to create a capacity 
development programme supported by FAO through subregional approaches within the APFIC region 
for leveraging project and capacity development funding in cooperation with regional fishery 
organizations and national fishery agencies. 

Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA) 

26. FFA was established in 1979 by the South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency Convention. FFA 
Ministers adopted a new FFA Strategic Plan 2020-2025 in June 2019 with an increased focus on 
empowerment of members, increasing social benefits and addressing the threats posed by climate 
change to the region’s highly migratory tuna stocks and the potential impacts on Pacific Island 
economies. In a landmark decision, Ministers adopted the Minimum Terms and Conditions for the 
labour conditions of fishing crew, to apply to all foreign and domestic fishing vessels operating in the 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of FFA member countries.   

27. The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic prevented Pacific Islands Regional Fisheries observers 
from going to sea due to the risks of contracting COVID-19. FFA has worked with Members and 
partner organizations to develop COVID-19 protocols to support the return of observers to work. 
During this period, the FFA Regional Fisheries Surveillance Centre has conducted “contact tracing” of 
fishing vessels operating in the region using VMS to inform COVID-19 and IUU fishing-related risk 
assessments. FFA Members have adapted quickly to virtual meetings during 2020-2021, ensuring that 
key decisions have been taken to enable the world’s largest tuna fishery to continue to operate. There 
are welcome signs that some physical meetings may be able to take place in 2022.  
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Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) 

28. SEAFDEC is an autonomous inter-governmental body established in 1967 “to promote and 
facilitate actions among the Member Countries to ensure the sustainability of fisheries and aquaculture 
in Southeast Asia”. SEAFDEC also supports the Member Countries in implementing the “Resolution 
and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2030” 
adopted in 2020.  

29. SEAFDEC promotes sustainable utilization of fishery resources and aquaculture development in 
Southeast Asia through regional initiatives in combatting IUU fishing, including the development of 
the Regional Fishing Vessels Record database, the regional cooperation on port State measures, and 
the electronic ASEAN catch documentation scheme. SEADFEC also works with international partners 
on the stock and risk assessments of transboundary fisheries species. Over the years, SEAFDEC has 
worked in close cooperation and collaboration with FAO, the Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United States Agency for 
International Development (USDA), in undertaking activities towards the sustainable development of 
fisheries in the Southeast Asian region. 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) 

30. SPC is the principal scientific and technical organization supporting sustainable development in 
the Pacific. Through its Fisheries Aquaculture and Marine Ecosystems (FAME) division, it provides 
Pacific Island Countries and Territories technical and scientific assistance, generates science and 
knowledge, enhances individual and institutional capacity, and builds trusted relationships through 
culturally and contextually responsive ways to support sustainable management of regional and 
national fisheries and aquaculture resources. FAME’s Oceanic Fisheries Programme is also the data 
management and scientific services provider to the Western Central Pacific Fisheries Commission. 

31. FAME supports SPC and Western and Central Pacific Fishery Commission (WCPFC) members 
in the development of WCPFC’s Conservation and Management Measures, in particular for tropical 
tunas, through analysis of data and modelling based on regional key tuna stock assessments and 
provides ongoing technical support for the region’s development of longer-term harvest strategies for 
tuna. FAME is also refining modelling of the impact of climate change and has developed a Pacific 
Framework for Action on Scaling up Community-based Fisheries Management. FAME also enhances 
regional and national capacity in aquaculture through the provision of technical expertise and support 
on policy, planning and legislation. FAME also leads SPC’s engagement in the Aquatic / Blue Foods 
Action Coalition and integrates Gender and Social Inclusion work into fisheries through the 
development and implementation of a Fisheries Gender and Social Inclusion Handbook. 

V. CONTINENTS 

Committee on Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture of Africa (CIFAA) 

32. CIFAA was established by the FAO Council in 1971. It represents a continent-wide inland 
fisheries and aquaculture body working to foster and promote international cooperation in the 
development, management, utilization, and conservation of inland fisheries resources and sustainable 
development of aquaculture in its 37 African Member States. The governing body of CIFAA is the 
Committee; it normally holds its sessions at intervals of two years.  

33. The 19th Session of CIFAA was held in Lilongwe, Malawi from 30 November to 
2 December 2021. International participants attended the Session remotely. The Session highlighted 
the nutritional, economic, and cultural importance of inland fisheries and aquaculture as key 
components of sustainable ecosystem functioning. It also discussed the potential contribution to 
poverty alleviation and food security programmes in many African countries.  
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Commission for Small-Scale, Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture of Latin America and the 
Caribbean (COPPESAALC) 

34. COPPESAALC is a FAO RFAB established in 1976. It is the main forum of debate of inland 
and marine small-scale fisheries and aquaculture issues of regional importance and the mechanism to 
assist national and regional efforts to enable development and rational use of inland and marine coastal 
fisheries in the region. 

35. The Commission, through FAO, is currently implementing a regional institutional capacity 
strengthening programme on fish resource evaluation and monitoring, which has involved a series of 
gap analysis, training courses and South-South cooperation actions. During the last meeting of the 
Commission (October 2021), a series of working areas were ratified as priority, including social 
protection of sustainable small-scale fisheries (SSF) and small scale, artisanal fisheries (SSA). A pilot 
scale project in El Salvador, aimed at generating evidences of the benefits of implementing the 
Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries with emphasis on social 
protection, was executed and its good results are now being scaled up nationally and regionally in 
Central American countries. A Regional Forum was held in May 2022, with the Organization of the 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Sector of the Central American Isthmus where parliamentarians, fisher folk 
and national fisheries authorities, defined a road map for the inclusion of SSF and SSA in national 
social protection systems. 

European Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture Advisory Commission (EIFAAC) 

36. EIFAAC was established in 1957 under Article VI of the FAO Constitution as a statutory body 
of FAO and held its first session in 1960 in Dublin, Ireland. EIFAAC membership includes 33 
countries and the European Union. The Commission promotes the long-term sustainable development, 
utilization, conservation, restoration and responsible management of European inland fisheries and 
freshwater aquaculture.  

37. The EIFAAC international symposium on "Advances in Technology, Stock Assessment and 
Citizen Science in an Era of Climate Change” took place in Killarney, Ireland from 20-21 June 2022. 
The 31st st session of EIFAAC succeeded the symposium and reviewed results achieved by EIFAAC 
projects during the intersessional period, and discussed and agreed on technical and scientific advice 
to the European Union and national policy and decision makers on inland fisheries and aquaculture in 
Europe. The session also agreed to amend EIFAAC’s rules of procedure and approved various new 
projects. 

Lake Chad Basin Commission (LCBC) 

38. LCBC is a RFAB established in 1964 by the four riparian countries of Lake Chad primarily to 
oversee the use of water and other natural resources in the Lake Chad basin and to initiate, promote 
and coordinate natural resource development projects and research within the basin area. The overall 
regional fisheries production in Lake Chad is estimated at 100,000 tonnes per year and the 
ichthyological fauna of the Basin is estimated between 120-140 species.  

39. The legal framework for natural resources management in the region is the Lake Chad Basin 
Water Charter adopted by the Summit of Heads of State of the Lake Chad Basin Member States in 
2012. The LCBC is working on the harmonization of fisheries legislations and institutional 
frameworks across the Member States of the Commission to ensure the implementation of the 
Chapter. An annex to the Charter on environmental protection has been adopted listing the 
responsibilities of all stakeholders on the protection and preservation of aquatic resources in the Basin. 

Lake Tanganyika Authority (LTA) 

40. LTA is an intergovernmental regional institution established in 2003 under Article 23 of the 
Convention on the Sustainable Management of Lake Tanganyika for the conservation of biological 
diversity, the development and enforcement of harmonized laws and standards for the sustainable use 
of the natural resources of Lake Tanganyika and its basin signed by the four riparian countries.  
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41. LTA has a strategic action plan validated in 2012 for a period of ten years, a Framework 
Fisheries Management Plan approved in 2020 by the Conference of Ministers for the period 2020-
2024, and also a charter with specific fisheries management measures for Lake Tanganyika approved 
in December 2021. LTA is coordinating the implementation of two regional projects under ECOFISH 
Program funded by the European Union namely: (a) Lake Tanganyika Fisheries Management Project; 
and (b) Project on biodiversity conservation, sustainable land management and enhanced water 
security in Lake Tanganyika basin. 

Mekong River Commission (MRC) 

42. MRC was established in 1995 through the Agreement on the Cooperation for Sustainable 
Development of the Mekong River Basin. Its objectives cover a wide range of issues, including 
sustainable development, utilization, management and conservation of fisheries. The Mekong River 
provides water, food, and energy security for a population of more than 70 million people and the 
inland captured fisheries of the Lower Mekong River Basin are the world’s largest, with the total fish 
catch estimated at 2.3 million tonnes and the total value at 11 billion US dollars per year.  

 
43. The MRC has been supporting its Member Countries through the following four key activities: 
(1) The implementation of basin-wide fisheries strategies such as the approved Mekong Basin-wide 
Fisheries Management and Development Strategy and its Project-based Action Plan (2021-2025); 
(2) Development of basin-wide fisheries technical guidelines; (3) The implementation of basin-wide 
fisheries monitoring programmes over more than 25 years; (4) Basin-wide fisheries studies and 
assessments that increase knowledge and evidence for better management of the Mekong fisheries 
resources. Over the past 25 years, the MRC in partnerships with other regional and international 
organizations, research and academic partners in the region and around the world, have jointly published 
a number of technical reports and journal peer reviewed papers to inform decision-making and planning 
for sustainable fisheries management in the Mekon River Basin.    
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