
September 2022  CFS 2022/50/7/Rev.1  
2/ 

 

 

Documents can be consulted at www.fao.org   
NJ978 

 

 

 
 

 

E 

 

COMMITTEE ON WORLD FOOD 
SECURITY 

Fiftieth Session  
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THEME OF THE HLPE-FSN REPORT FOR 2024 – WITH DRAFT 
DECISION 

 

MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COMMITTEE 

The Committee: 

a) Considers document “CFS 2022/50/7/Rev.1 “Theme of the HLPE-FSN Report 2024 – with Draft 
Decisions”, as presented by CFS Chairperson Gabriel Ferrero; 
 

b) Requests the CFS HLPE-FSN to undertake the following study on “Strengthening urban and peri-
urban food systems to achieve food security and nutrition in the context of urbanization and rural 
transformation” to be prepared and presented in 2024; 

 
c) Requests that the theme of the 2028 CFS HLPE-FSN report be included in the next MYPoW 

(2024-2027). 
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Strengthening urban and peri-urban food systems to achieve food security and nutrition in the 
context of urbanization and rural transformation 

 
Rationale  

 
1. Growing urbanization, combined with the reorientation of urban and peri-urban agricultural 
lands to more profitable uses, have been gradually leading to a “geographical decoupling” of urban 
areas from sources of food supply, posing higher risks for food security and nutrition. In the absence 
of specific food systems planning across the rural-urban continuum, the sale and consumption of 
highly processed foods is growing in most urban centers, while local commerce that delivers healthy, 
fresh food at affordable prices is neglected, with negative impacts on food security and nutrition. 

2. Urban and peri-urban agriculture is an important option with potential positive impacts on 
dietary diversity, quality of city spaces and community action and empowerment. Yet, in most cities, 
there is little state support for it. Instead, current regulations in urban areas and the market value of 
land limit the opportunities for local production.  

3. With almost sixty percent of the global population currently living in urban areas, it is 
imperative to address the challenges of urbanization in relation to rural transformation to “build back 
better” in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic, the impact of climate change and conflicts. The current 
multi-layered global food crisis point to the importance and potential of the territorial dimension of 
food systems – addressing poverty and inequality, building resilience and social inclusion and 
fostering sustainable livelihoods.  

 
Objectives and expected outcomes 

 
4. The objective of the workstream is to create a set of policy recommendations on strengthening   
urban and peri-urban food systems in the context of urbanization and rural transformation as a key 
means of achieving the CFS vision, SDG2, and an array of other SDGs, including SDGs 1, 10 and 11.  

5. The CFS policy recommendations on urban and peri-urban food systems are envisioned as a 
focused, action-oriented document that will encourage coordinated policies for food security and 
nutrition across rural, urban and peri-urban areas, taking into account the specific needs of diverse 
rural and urban contexts and the linkages between.  

6. The workstream will benefit from the findings and recommendations of an HLPE-FSN report 
on the topic. The report will examine the following key questions:  

i. How can urban and peri-urban food systems be made more equitable and accessible both for 
food system actors and in terms of food security and nutrition outcomes? 

ii. How can urban food supply chains, formal and informal, local and global, be made more 
resilient to ensure food security and nutrition within urban settings, in particular for food 
system workers in the informal economy? 

iii. What changes are needed in urban planning to better support all dimensions of food security,  
including support for human rights and agency as well as sustainability, especially for the 
most vulnerable and those in informal settlements? 

iv. How can national and municipal governments strengthen the potential for low-carbon, 
inclusive, relatively self-sufficient and resilient cities and towns to drive improved food 
security and nutrition in the wake of climate change and crises such as the COVID-19 
pandemic? 

v. What are the most appropriate policies along the rural-urban continuum to address issues of 
land tenure, urban expansion into previous farmland, migration to urban areas and the growing 
competition for natural resources? 

vi. What are the potential benefits and challenges of territorial markets for strengthening food 
security and nutrition for urban populations? 
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vii. In what ways can the incorporation of climate-smart agriculture and circular economy 
practices in urban and peri-urban agriculture provide climate co-benefits for all and enhance 
climate resilience?  

viii. How can citizens be engaged and empowered to drive inclusive, transparent, participatory 
processes for urban transformations and how can complementarity between top-down and 
bottom-up approaches be ensured? 

 


