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Executive Summary

At its Ninth Session, the Governing Body invited FAO to continue providing a report on its contributions
to the implementation of the International Treaty, and the Secretary to continue providing updates on

collaborations within FAQ. This document presents the report for the period between the Ninth and Tenth
Sessions of the Governing Body.

Guidance Sought

The Governing Body is invited to consider the report and the other information contained in this document,

and provide further guidance, taking into account the draft elements for a Resolution contained in the
Annex.

FAO-ITPGRFA documents can be consulted at:www.fao.org/plant-treaty/meetings/meetings-detail/en/c/1618930/

NNS514/E
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its Ninth Session, the Governing Body invited FAO to continue providing a comprehensive report
on its contributions to the implementation of the International Treaty, and the Secretary to continue providing
updates on the status of implementation of invitations made to FAO as well as on ongoing and new
collaborations and partnerships within FAQO.!

2. This document responds to the above invitation and describes FAO’s contributions and cooperation
in accordance with the invitations made by the Governing Body at its Ninth Session. The document also
reports on new thematic areas of collaboration and partnerships.

II. FAQO’s CONTRIBUTIONS, COLLABORATIONS AND
PARTNERSHIPS

Administrative and financial support

3. The Ninth Session of the Governing Body invited FAO to continue its support to the International
Treaty in order to enhance its financial sustainability.>

4. The Secretariat of the International Treaty continues to be hosted in the Office of Climate Change,
Biodiversity and Environment (OCB). This administrative arrangement facilitates further collaboration
between the Secretariat of the International Treaty and the teams working on biodiversity mainstreaming,
climate change, environment and finance. It also enhances linkages with the Commission on Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture, also hosted within the Office.

5. FAO continued providing financial support to the International Treaty towards its financial
sustainability. In particular, based on the approved FAO’s Programme of Work and Budget for the 2022—
2023 biennium, USD 2 million were provisionally allocated to International Treaty, while the total sum of
USD 1 939 518 has actually been received in the Core Administrative Budget of the International Treaty.

Membership

6. The Governing Body invited FAO to continue supporting increase in the membership of the
International Treaty through concrete measures to promote ratification.?

7. In response, FAO actively supported the membership campaign of the International Treaty through
the Legal Office and the regional FAO offices, by organizing meetings, providing information and
facilitating contacts with the national authorities, including in China, Colombia, South Africa, and for
countries in the South West Pacific and the Caribbean.

Strategies

8. The Governing Body invited FAO to integrate the International Treaty activities into the
implementation of relevant initiatives and strategies, such as those on digital food and agriculture, the
mainstreaming of biodiversity, science and innovation, climate change, in order to contribute to addressing
complex social, economic and environmental challenges of agrifood systems in a globally equitable,
inclusive and sustainable manner.*

9. The FAO Council, at its 163rd Session, adopted the FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity
across Agricultural Sectors (Strategy). At its 166th Session, the Council approved the 2021-23 Action Plan
for the Implementation of the Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors (Action
Plan).® According to the Action Plan, the Council will be invited to consider the draft 202427 Action Plan at
the end of 2023.

! Resolution 9/2022, paragraph 7; available at: www.fao.org/3/nk244en/nk244en.pdf.

2 Paragraph 1.

3 Paragraph 2.

4 Paragraph 3.

3 FAO. 2020. FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors. Rome. doi.org/10.4060/ca7722en.

% FAO. 2021. 2021-23 Action Plan for the Implementation of the FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural
Sectors. Rome. doi.org/10.4060/cb5515en.



http://www.fao.org/3/nk244en/nk244en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.4060/ca7722en
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10. FAO addressed several key issues of relevance to the International Treaty in the Action Plan,
including actions related to: benefit-sharing, sustainable use of biodiversity, legal and policy support to FAO
Member Countries, involvement in UN partnerships related to biodiversity. Furthermore, the Secretariat
plays an active role in the recently established FAO Interdepartmental Working Group on Biodiversity.
Through the implementation of the Strategy, the collaboration has been strengthened, especially within OCB,
in particular in the areas of communication and outreach, monitoring of developments in other relevant fora,
knowledge management and development of partnerships. Internal collaboration has been strengthened to
enable contributions by the Organization to the development and implementation of the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework.

11. In the review and updating of the Action Plan, FAO will take into consideration new developments
and agreements, including those reached under the Convention on Biological Diversity and the International
Treaty. The further implementation and updating of the Action Plan offer an opportunity to build synergies
with other relevant strategies such as FAO’s new Strategy on Climate Change 20222031, the Vision and
Strategy for FAO’s Work in Nutrition and FAO’s Science and Innovation Strategy.”-%*

Further integration of the International Treaty into programmes and activities

12. The Secretariat collaborated with FAO’s Chief Scientist Office on the issue paper, “Gene Editing
and Agrifood Systems”.!” The paper discusses the most pertinent aspects of gene editing, including the
consequences for human hunger, human health, food safety, effects on the environment, animal welfare,
socio-economic impact and distribution of benefits. The paper also addresses ethical concerns and issues of
governance and regulation, including access and benefit-sharing, and summarizes the roles of the public and
private sectors. Various scenarios are also presented for how gene editing might be used in the future to help
transform agrifood systems.

13. FAO has fully engaged the International Treaty Secretariat in the context of the International Year of
Millets (IYM), especially in the provision of technical information, outreach and development of
communication materials. The Secretariat, together with the Global Crop Diversity Trust and ICRISAT,
organized an online event titled “Unlocking the Power of Diversity: the role of sorghum and millets genetic
resources in sustainable agriculture”. The event brought together leading international experts to provide a
global overview of the status of the production of sorghum and millets, and of the conservation and use of
their diversity by international genebanks, national programs, researchers and breeders, the seed sector and
non-governmental organizations.'! The Secretariat is also engaging in other events in the second half of the
year in collaboration with ICRISAT and the African Union, and is preparing two booklets on crop descriptors
to facilitate the documentation of foxtail millets and fonio.

Communications and outreach

14. The Secretariat continued strengthening its cooperation with FAO’s Office of Communications
(OCC) on the development of communication and outreach products and materials. During the 2022 World
Food Day celebrations, a researcher and project coordinator from a project of the Benefit-Sharing Fund
(BSF) in Serbia was featured as a FAO “Food Hero”.!? The Secretariat and OCC have consolidated their
collaboration during the [YM. Stories related to BSF projects in India and Zimbabwe, were featured in the
IYM celebrations.

15. FAO’s Digitalization and Informatics Division (CSI) of FAO has supported the further development
and migration of the Global Information System Portal to a new server, supported enhancements to increase
its security and stability, its design and responsiveness, and provided a new sub-domain to make it more
visible and findable.

7 www.fao.org/economic/nutrition/en/.

8 www.fao.org/science-technology-and-innovation/about/en.

9 www.fao.org/climate-change/action-areas/fao-strategic-framework/en.

10 www.fao.org/3/cc3579en/cc3579%en.pdf.

' www.fao.org/3/cc6151en/cc6151en.pdf.

12 www.youtube.com/watch?v=afSnSEcABVgv.

13 www.fa0.org/fao-stories/article/en/c/1635790/; www.fao.org/millets-2023/my-story/detail/patrick-mutepeya/en;
www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4ZeEo00680k.



https://www.fao.org/3/cc6151en/cc6151en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cc6151en/cc6151en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/economic/nutrition/en/
http://www.fao.org/science-technology-and-innovation/about/en
http://www.fao.org/climate-change/action-areas/fao-strategic-framework/en
http://www.fao.org/3/cc3579en/cc3579en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/cc6151en/cc6151en.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afSnSEcABVgv
http://www.fao.org/fao-stories/article/en/c/1635790/
http://www.fao.org/millets-2023/my-story/detail/patrick-mutepeya/en
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4ZeEo0680k
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Support to International Treaty implementation

16. The Governing Body emphasized the importance of FAO’s continuous assistance with the
implementation of the International Treaty at the national level, including through the provision of technical,
capacity-building and operational support to the International Treaty and its mechanisms, such as the BSF.*

17. FAO, through various units and decentralized offices, provided technical inputs and support to
implementation of the twenty projects approved for funding in the Fourth Call for Proposals of the BSF.
During the intersessional period, the Joint FAO/IAEA Centre of Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture
consistently and regularly supported the Secretariat with the review and technical clearance of various items
needed for research and development within the BSF projects (e.g., materials and equipment for breeding,
evaluation and characterisation, genotyping and phenotyping). FAO’s regional and country offices supported
project operations, including the procurement of agricultural inputs, research and high-tech equipment.

18. The FAO Sub-Regional Office for Southern Africa, in coordination with the Secretariat, supported a
field mission to selected project sites in Zimbabwe for representatives of the Italian Government, the Deputy
Minister for Lands, Agriculture, Fisheries, Water and Rural Development of Zimbabwe and BSF project
coordinators and stakeholders . "

19. FAO’s Procurement and Letters of Agreement Unit supported the preparation and monitoring of the
Letters of Agreement for the twenty projects of the fourth BSF cycle. The support will continue with the
preparation of the contracts for the newly approved twenty-eight projects of the fifth cycle.

20. FAQ’s Resource Mobilization and Private Sector Partnerships Division (PSR) supported the
management, reporting and monitoring of relevant funding agreements supporting the implementation of
International Treaty and its BSF. Collaboration with PSR extended to a possible funding partnership with the
Global Crop Diversity Trust under the project Biodiversity for Opportunities, Livelihood and Development
(BOLD). Under the partnership, the Secretariat will deliver policy and budget and programme training for
the effective management of national genebanks.

21. FAO collaborated with the Secretariat and international stakeholders on the implementation of a
USD 1.9 million project in Ukraine funded by the European Union to enable the safeguarding and re-
establishing of Ukraine’s PGRFA system. Further information on the Ukraine initiative is available in
document, IT/GB-10/23/9.1.3, Report on the Emergency Reserve for Germplasm Collections at Risk.

22. FAQ’s Global Environment Facility (GEF) Unit, which is also under OCB, continues to work closely
with the Secretariat and the Standing Committee on the Funding Strategy and Resource Mobilization
(Funding Committee). In this context, the GEF Unit provided an update to the Funding Committee on FAO’s
ongoing work and latest developments under the GEF Programs, in particular the Eighth Replenishment
(GEF-8). Developments of relevance to the International Treaty within GEF-8 were highlighted, including:
the rolling out of the FAO-led New Food System Integrated Program; the renewed Small Grants Program,
which prioritizes sustainable agriculture actions at community level and has the potential to build synergies
with the BSF; and the establishment of a Global Biodiversity Framework Fund.

23. The Funding Committee encouraged the continued collaboration between FAO’s GEF Unit and the
Secretariat and encouraged FAO to engage with national partners in the development of projects for the
mutually supportive implementation of the Nagoya Protocol and the International Treaty, as called for in the
GEF-8 programming directions.

24. The responsible FAO unit collaborated with the Secretariat on the implementation of a FAO-led
GEF-7 Sustainable Forest Management Impact Program on Dryland Sustainable Landscapes (DSL-IP),
leveraging the International Treaty’s experience in implementing projects under the BSF and connecting with
the BSF’s network of partners. The overall program comprises of USD 104 million under GEF-7, along with
over USD 800 million in co-financing. It integrates a work-stream on Community Seed Banks in five
countries in Southern Africa, which includes actions to support International Treaty implementation and the
provision of a regional knowledge hub based on experience gained through the BSF. A representative from

14 Resolution 9/2022, paragraph 5.
15 www.fao.org/plant-treaty/news/news-detail/en/c/163 5442/



http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/news/news-detail/en/c/1635442/
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the Secretariat is a member of FAO’s Global and Regional Coordination Technical Project Task Force for the
program.

25. The Secretariat collaborated with FAQ’s technical units and the country office on the project
“Dynamic Conservation and Sustainable Use of Agro-Biodiversity in Traditional Agro-Ecosystems of The
Philippines”. The Secretariat contributed to assisting the government with providing legal recognition, tools
and approaches for the realization of Farmers’ Rights and the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural
biodiversity. The tools and approaches include the promotion of participatory plant breeding, the
establishment and governance of community seed banks by and for the farming communities and indigenous
peoples.

26. The Secretariat also collaborated on the dialogue to be held between FAO and civil society
organizations for an enhanced understanding of Farmers’ Rights and the interface with human rights.'®

27. The Governing Body invited FAO to continue its active support to the activities of the International
Treaty for the fulfilment of Sustainable Development Goals 2 and 15, and to build awareness of the
importance of the implementation of, and compliance with, the International Treaty at the highest national
levels."’

28. For the annual High Level Political Forum (HLPF), FAO continues submitting a consolidated
corporate response which contains contributions of technical committees and intergovernmental bodies,
including the Governing Body of the International Treaty. Requested inputs are policy actions and
recommendations made by those technical and policy bodies to advance the implementation of SDGs. The
theme for 2023 is “Accelerating the recovery from the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the full
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at all levels”. Inputs from the International
Treaty have been transmitted to the HLPF Secretariat. '8

III. GUIDANCE SOUGHT

29. The Governing Body is invited to take note of the information contained in this document, and
provide further guidance, taking into account the draft elements for a Resolution in the Annex.

16 A hybrid event on “Implementing the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and other people working in rural areas
(UNDROP): a path to overcome food crisis”, Session 5: Right to Seeds, panel discussion on Right to seeds. Organized by FAO on
25-26 September 2023.

17 Paragraph 4.

18 International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture | High-Level Political Forum 2023 (un.org).



https://hlpf.un.org/inputs/international-treaty-on-plant-genetic-resources-for-food-and-agriculture-0
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Annex

DRAFT ELEMENTS FOR RESOLUTION *+%/2023

CONTRIBUTION OF FAO TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL TREATY

THE GOVERNING BODY,

Recalling Resolution 9/2022 and other previous Resolutions on the Contribution of FAO to the
implementation of the International Treaty;

1. Thanks FAO for the financial and administrative support it provides to the Secretariat of the
International Treaty and to the implementation of the International Treaty, and invites FAO to continue its
support to the International Treaty;

2. Emphasizes the importance of FAO’s continued assistance with the implementation of the
International Treaty at the national level, including through the provision of technical, capacity building and
operational support where appropriate to the International Treaty and its mechanisms, such as the Benefit-
Sharing Fund;

3. Invites FAO to continue supporting the efforts to increase the membership of the International Treaty
by undertaking concrete measures to promote ratification by FAO Member Countries that have not yet done
s0, with a view to making it a universal agreement;

4. Further invites FAO to continue its active support to the International Treaty as a key international
instrument for the fulfilment of Sustainable Development Goals 2 and 15 and the implementation of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, including by raising awareness of the importance of the
implementation of, and compliance with, the International Treaty at the highest national levels through the
FAO country, sub-regional and regional offices;

5. Welcomes progress made in the implementation of the FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity
across Agricultural Sectors and its 2021-23 Action Plan, and notes the important role of the Strategy as
coordination mechanism for activities through which FAO supports countries in integrating biodiversity,
including the conservation and sustainable use of genetic resources for food and agriculture and other
components of biodiversity of relevance to food and agriculture, into relevant programmes, policies and
legislation;

6. Invites FAO to take into consideration new developments within the International Treaty in the
review and updating of the Action Plan for the Implementation of the FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming
Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors by the FAO Council and to integrate the relevant components of the
International Treaty into the implementation of initiatives and strategies, with a view to providing additional
channels for the International Treaty to contribute to addressing complex social, economic and
environmental challenges of agrifood systems in a globally equitable, inclusive and sustainable manner;

7. Encourages FAO to support Member Countries, upon request, to integrate biodiversity for food and
agriculture in the updating and revision of National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plans, and in doing so to
emphasize opportunities for strengthening implementation of the International Treaty, and calls upon donors
to support FAO is this important work and to jointly mobilize resources with the International Treaty;

8. Takes note of the current efforts of the FAO Office of Climate Change, Biodiversity and
Environment to enhance synergies and mutual support among its component teams in order to improve
synergies in delivering on and contributing to the overall Strategic Objectives of FAO.

9. Regquests the Secretary to continue pursuing collaboration with units and instruments within FAO,
including on outreach, resource mobilization and private sector engagement;

10. Invites FAO to continue providing a comprehensive report at each Session on its contributions to the
implementation of the International Treaty and requests the Secretary to continue providing updates on the
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status of implementation of the above invitations extended by the Governing Body of the International Treaty
to FAO, as well as on ongoing and new collaborations and partnerships within FAO.
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