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OPENING OF THE SESSION (Item 1) 

1. The Thirty-second Session of the North American Forest Commission (NAFC) was hosted by Canada, 

from 25 to 27 September 2023. The session was held in a hybrid modality. The session was attended by 

participants from the three Member Nations of the Commission and the Food and Agriculture Organization 

United Nations (FAO). The Secretariat of the United Nations Forum on Forests and the representative of 

the Inter-American Development Bank joined the session virtually. The agenda of the session is attached as 

Annex A, the list of participants as Annex B, and the list of documents submitted for consideration by the 

Commission as Annex C. 

 

2. Mr Peter Fullarton, Director General, Natural Resources Canada, Canadian Forest Service, Atlantic 

Forestry Centre, Chairperson of NAFC, welcomed participants on behalf of the host country and opened 

the Session. Elder Ramona Nichols, St. Mary’s First Nation, provided a blessing to open the meeting 

recognizing the traditional lands and culture of the Indigenous Peoples of New Brunswick. Mr Günter 

Walkner, Chairperson of the 27th Session of the Committee on Forestry provided opening remarks 

highlighting the regional and global policy interface. Mr Wu, Director of the Forestry Division, FAO 

delivered opening remarks on behalf of Dr QU Dongyu, Director-General of FAO.  

 

3. Ms Malgorzata Buszko-Briggs, Senior Forestry Officer, Forestry Division, FAO served as Secretary of 

the Commission. 

 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Item 2) 

 

4. The Agenda was adopted as presented.  

 

COUNTRY REPORTS (Item 3) 

Mexico (Items 3.1) 

5. Mexico’s Commissioner, Mr Luis Meneses Murillo, Director General, National Forestry Commission 

(CONAFOR) presented an overview of the national forest sector, highlighting Mexico’s vision for the 

construction of an ecological civilization that promotes the preservation of the planet and equality of 

opportunities in fair and sustainable production and consumption systems, as part of the “Model of 

Mexican Humanism.” 

 

6. Efforts in reforestation, restoration, forest protection, community forest management and forest 

certification were mentioned. The importance of the integration of Indigenous Peoples and women as 

agents of change for the country was underscored. Investments have been made by CONAFOR for the 

promotion of gender equality through the Unit for Interinstitutional Relations and Gender Equality, with the 

prioritization of promoting the participation of women, strengthening their organization processes and 

increasing their leadership roles within their local communities. An example provided was the country’s 

State and Regional Workshops for Women in Forestry. 

 

7. Reduced deforestation rates in Mexico were reported. Climate change and the increase in wildfires 

were highlighted as major challenges, which is why efforts to strengthen the nation's fire prediction system 

will persist. Mexico emphasized the importance of collaboration on forest fire management in the region, 

with the signing of Operation Plans for the exchange of resources in forest fire management with Canada 

and the United States of America.  

 

United States of America (Items 3.2) 

 

8. Commissioner a.i. Mr Val Mezainis, Director, US Forest Service, USA lined out five broader goals for 

forestry in the USA. These goals include fostering a workplace environment in which employees thrive, 

strengthening and diversifying relationships and partnerships to promote diversity, equity, inclusion and 

accessibility, combating the climate crisis impacting forests and grasslands, protecting lands and 
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communities from the threat of wildfire and managing access and infrastructure to address changing needs 

and conditions. 

 

9. Other major areas of focus include forest fragmentation and nonnative species, disturbances such as 

insects, diseases and wildfire, watershed management, roundwood production, forest-related jobs and 

economic opportunities from recreation, bioenergy, non-wood forest products and urban forestry.  

 

10. About 67 percent of the USA’s forest land is available for timber harvest, and the forest products 

industry employs about 800,000 people each year. An increase in forest-related jobs and economic 

opportunities that come from outdoor recreation, along with the increasing importance of bioenergy and 

non-wood forest products – with the latter being especially important for local economies and Indigenous 

communities. 

 

11. The increased importance of forests in urban forest areas was noted, with urban trees reducing the 

country’s energy used for heating and cooling by about 5.4 billion USD annually, producing about 61 

million metric tons of oxygen per year and sequestering about 34 million metric tons of carbon. 

 

Canada (Items 3.3)  

 

12. Commissioner a.i. Mr Peter Fullarton, Director General, Atlantic Forestry Centre, Canadian Forest 

Service provided an overview of the forest sector in Canada highlighting where the Federal Government is 

focusing its efforts: sustainable jobs and competitiveness, climate and nature, and reconciliation and 

stronger relationships with Indigenous Peoples.  

 

13. In terms of sustainable jobs and competitiveness, the Canadian Forest Service continues to support the 

transformation of the forest industry through investments in innovation that support a competitive forest 

bioeconomy, including in the advancement of research and scaling up of biofuels and bioenergy. To 

address climate change and biodiversity loss, the Government of Canada has established the Natural 

Climate Solutions Fund which aims to provide substantial emissions reductions while also providing 

important co-benefits for human well-being and biodiversity. The Government of Canada is working to 

assess how managed forest lands can contribute to conservation targets, with particular emphasis on Other 

Effective Area-based Conservation Measures (OECMs). Through initiatives such as the Indigenous 

Forestry Initiative (IFI), the Canadian Forest Service is ensuring targeted support for and engagement with 

Indigenous partners and communities across Canada. The program continues to evolve beyond economic 

outcomes as it hears from Indigenous peoples about their desire to support stewardship and other 

community-identified priorities in the forest sector.  

 

14. Forest sector funding programmes include the Two Billion Trees, Forest Systems Information and 

Technology Enhancement, Green Construction through Wood, Early Intervention research, Forest 

Innovation, Indigenous Forestry, and Investments in Forest Industry Transformation programs. 

 

15. It was highlighted that Canada has developed international collaboration tools to facilitate the sharing 

of expertise and resources to better predict, manage and suppress wildland fires both domestically 

and abroad. This wildfire season has been unprecedented with fire presence in every province at the same 

time. Longer fire seasons with intense fire events are predicted. The Canada acknowledged and thanked 

Mexico and the United States of America for their aid and contributions to fighting the Canadian forest 

fires in 2023. 

 

16. Mr Fullarton noted key areas for the Canadian Forest Service’s forest science and research, with topics 

including climate change, fire management, forestry, pests, genetic resources, biodiversity and degradation. 

An example of innovation in this field is using science in combination with Indigenous knowledge to 

predict changes in caribou habitat and developing sustainable practices to ensure resiliency. 
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FAO report (Item 4) 

 

17. Mr Zhimin Wu, Director of the Forestry Division, FAO provided an update on the FAO’s work on 

forestry highlighting important decisions of the 43rd FAO Conference, the FAO Council and the FAO 

Committee on Forestry (COFO). The priority areas for FAO Forestry, endorsed by the 26th Session of 

COFO are halting deforestation and enhancing resilience, mainstreaming biodiversity and restoring forest 

ecosystems, and enhancing sustainable production, use and livelihoods, as well as data, statistics and 

analytics. These priority areas are discussed in detail in the FAO flagship publication “The State of the 

World’s Forests” (2022). 

 

18. A spotlight on activities to implement the priorities were outlined, including the program to reduce 

emission from deforestation and degradation (REDD+), the Global Fire Management Hub, the forest health 

programme, FAO’s co-leadership in the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration and its implementation, 

activities to mainstream biodiversity in forestry, the nexus between forestry and agriculture, forest products 

data, bioeconomy and national forest monitoring. 

 

19. FAO Forestry is positioned within the UN System as a UN-specialized technical agency with regional 

and country presences. Its niche is data, information, expertise, forest policy, capacity development and 

field projects and the envisaged conceptual shift is to focus more on the productive functions of forests 

while finding a balanced approach between production and protection. 

 

20. FAO also provided a complete report on the activities undertaken in response to the decisions of the 

31st Session of NAFC. The activities are described in detail in document NAFC/2023/2. 

REPORT OF THE BUREAU OF ALTERNATES (BoA) (Item 5)  

21.  Mr Pierre-Jonathan Teasdale, Director of the Trade and International Affairs Division, Canadian 

Forest Service, Natural Resources Canada presented the report of the Bureau of Alternates (BoA) 

(NAFC/2023/3), which is available on the FAO website. 

 

22. The Commission welcomed the report and noted the useful role of the BoA in the intersessional work 

of the NAFC, as well as in the preparation of NAFC sessions, in processing funding requests from Working 

Groups (WGs), and its work to address the Commission’s recommendations. The efforts of the BoA to 

support the NAFC WGs with working virtually due to the pandemic-related restrictions were 

acknowledged as well as the leadership of the USA in regard to support of a staff position for the liaison 

between the BoA and the WGs.  

REVIEW OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUPS (Item 6) 

6.1 Climate, Atmospheric Change and Forests 

23. The Commission: 

 

a. welcomed the report (NAFC/2023/4.1) and commended the Working Group (WG) for its 

activities.  

 

24. The WG reported the re-establishment of quarterly meetings (virtual and in-person) after a slowdown 

of activities due to the pandemic. The use of trinational datasets was highlighted as well as the close 

collaborations with the WG on inventory and monitoring and on silviculture. Key documents for the WG 

are being translated into three languages and a workshop on modelling results is planned. The WG is 

requesting funding for the workshop and for translations. 
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6.2 Fire Management  

 

25. The Commission: 

 

a. welcomed with appreciation of document NAFC/2023/4.2 and commended the Working 

Group for its activities. 

 

26. The strong collaboration between the three countries on fire issues was emphasized. There is an active 

exchange to develop capacities and exchange knowledge and best practices. A new initiative of the WG is 

to develop a North American blueprint for wildfire science. Seed funding for this initiative is already 

secured which will be used to get the project started. Challenges mentioned were equity and gender issues 

in fire management. There are several initiatives ongoing to address this challenge, one of them being a 

Latin American Women’s Fire Management Workshop. Funding was requested in support of the Mexican 

delegation’s participation at WG meetings. 

 

6.3 Forest Genetic Resources 

 

27. The Commission: 

 

a. welcomed the report (NAFC/2023/4.3) and commended the Working Group for its 

activities. 

 

28. Collaboration and contributions to FAO’s Global Plan of Action for Forest Genetic Resources, and to 

regional networks such as ConForGen and LAFROGEN were highlighted. Due to climate change, a 

paradigm shift from in situ genetic conservation to ex situ conservation is needed, and this is a focus of the 

WG. Further, the use of the Seedlot Selection Tool was facilitated for Mexico through the translation of the 

tool and related materials. The WG highlighted its experience with identifying wood samples, for example 

through the identification of hybrids and patterns of genetic variation among and within forest tree 

populations. This can be of particular importance for the WG on Illegal Logging.  No funding was 

requested. 

6.4 Forest Insects and Diseases and Invasive Plants  

29. The Commission: 

 

a. took note with appreciation of document NAFC/2023/4.4 and commended the Working 

Group for its activities. 

 

30. After a phase where collaboration was temporarily on hold, several new members were welcomed to 

the WG. The WG reported their efforts to update the group’s strategic plan, defining specific tasks for the 

next year. The deemphasize of work on invasive plants was agreed upon within the group, which would 

like to narrow the focus of its work. Funding for interpretation services and for participation in in-person 

meetings was requested. 

 

6.5 Forest Inventory, Monitoring, and Assessment 

 

31. The Commission: 

 

a.  welcomed document NAFC/2023/4.5 and the activities of the Working Group. 

 

32. The close collaboration between the WG and FAO in preparing the national reports under the Global 

Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) was highlighted. A continuation of the discussion within the FRA 

expert group with the goal of enhancing the forestry-related employment indicator, ensuring a more 

comprehensive representation of the various jobs associated with forestry activities, instead of solely 

focusing on primary sector forestry jobs, such as harvesting and logging is sought by the WG. The WG 
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further focuses on the improvement of the methodology for assessing primary forests and forest 

degradation under the FRA. Cooperation with other countries from the Latin American and Caribbean 

region is ongoing. The WG exchanged closely with the WG Climate, Atmospheric Change and Forests. No 

funding was requested. 

 

6.6 Silviculture  

 

33. The Commission: 

 

a. took note with appreciation of document NAFC/2023/4.6 and commended the Working Group 

for its activities. 

 

34. The WG is in the process of updating the Silvics of North America report in a digital, easily accessible 

and updatable format. The WG will take up its yearly meetings after activities were almost halted by the 

pandemic. No funding was requested. 

 

6.7 Urban Forest Programmes 

 

35. The Commission: 

 

a. took note with appreciation of the report NAFC/2023/4.7 and commended the Working Group 

for its activities. 

 

36. The urban population is growing in many parts of the world, which makes urban forests critical in 

addressing natural resource issues linked to climate change. The group focuses on the MyTree tool and is 

planning to expand its work in this direction. The tool is successful in engaging the public in urban forestry 

and showcasing ecosystem services in an easy-to-understand manner and thus fostering stewardship. The 

WG requests funding to conduct training on the MyTree tool. 

 

6.8 Illegal Logging 

 

37. The Commission: 

 

a. welcomed the report NAFC/2023/4.8 and the activities contained therein. 

 

38. This WG was newly established and will leverage past activities conducted under the Commission for 

Environmental Cooperation (CEC) CITES timber project. Work on wood identification, a trilateral 

laboratory alliance, and other research and operational field collaboration are ongoing. The WG is 

preparing for its first in-person meeting and is supporting the development, expansion and sharing of wood 

reference databases. No funding was requested. 

 

6.9 Communicators’ Network 

 

39. The Commission: 

 

a. took note with appreciation of the report NAFC/2023/4.9 and commended the Working Group 

for its activities.  

 

40. Through periodic workshops the Communicators’ WG aims to revitalize the network and strengthen 

communication capacities and information sharing between the three countries. A funding request for the 

first workshop was already submitted and approved by the BoA. 

 

FAO GOVERNANCE ITEMS (Item 7) 

7.1 Overview of major global processes and initiatives  
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41. The secretariat presented document NAFC/2023/5.1. The document and the presentation are available 

on the Commission’s website. The United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) Secretariat provided a 

statement on this item.  

 

42. The USA as a co-sponsor of the 2nd World Forum on Urban Forests, to be held 16-20 October 2023, 

in Washington DC, USA, noted the importance of urban forestry.  

 

43. Canada noted its endorsement of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and its recent 

announcement to contribute CAD$ 200 million to the new Global Biodiversity Fund. 

 

44. The Commission: 

 

a. took note of the global processes and initiatives, thanked FAO for the report and expressed its 

appreciation for FAO’s continued leadership role in the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 

(CPF) and the work done so far on its mid-term review, and highlighted forestry and wood as 

climate solutions; 

b. welcomed the creation of the International Fire Hub, noting that duplication of efforts should 

be avoided while creating synergies with already existing fire initiatives; 

c. welcomed the theme for the International Day of Forests 2024 on “Forests and Innovation”; 

d. continued supporting the FRA process and further invited FAO to continue working on the 

improvement of definitions in particular on degradation. To better account for local and 

national specificities, the Commission recommended to use more qualitative than quantitative 

indicators in this regard; 

e. welcomed the organization of the 2nd World Forum on Urban Forests1, 16-20 October 2023, 

Washington DC, USA; 

f. invited FAO to promote the State of the World’s Forests report 2024 within and outside the 

forest sector. 

 

7.2 Input to FAO governance and FAO Forestry Strategic planning 

 

45. Ms Malgorzata Buszko-Briggs, Secretary of the Committee on Forestry presented document 

NAFC/2023/5.2 and informed the Commission that the next session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) 

will be held on 22-26 July 2024, in Rome, Italy. She also outlined the roadmap towards COFO 27, 

including emerging items to be included in the provisional agenda of COFO 27. These are: items arising 

from the recommendations of COFO 26, review of the programme of work of FAO on forestry, agriculture 

and forestry linkages and the implementation of the FAO Strategy on Climate Change 2022-2031. The 

FAO biennial theme for 2024-2025 is “Water resources management for the four betters: better production, 

better nutrition, a better environment and a better life, to achieve Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable 

Development Goals” was also mentioned.  

 

46. Mr Zhimin Wu, Director of the Forestry Division, FAO presented an update on the development of 

FAO Forestry Roadmap: from Vision to Action towards 2031. The document is intended to address global 

forestry challenges (forest loss, fire, insects, deforestation, youth employment, etc.), the needs of FAO 

Members, alignment with the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31 and the need to scale up agriculture and 

forestry linkages. Mr Wu also identified the three priority action areas for the new forestry roadmap as 

conservation (climate change mitigation), production (increase in forest food production also through 

innovative agroforestry linkages) and innovation (at the heart of being able to face new global challenges).  

 

47. The Commission: 

 

a. welcomed the process to develop FAO Forestry Roadmap: from Vision to Action towards 

2031 and invited FAO to ensure proper time for consultations with and the endorsement of 

Members, further operationalize it and focus on the set priorities;  

 
1 2nd World Forum on Urban Forests: www.worldforumonurbanforests.org 
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b. confirmed the continued validity of the four priorities identified during the COFO 26 and 

recommended the following additional items for the attention of COFO and the Informal 

Conference for North America at their next sessions: 

i. Agriculture and forestry linkages in order to halt deforestation 

ii. Climate change 

iii. Collaboration with Indigenous Peoples 

iv. Addressing gender issues in an overarching manner 

v. Reforestation 

vi. Urban forestry 

vii. Forest degradation. 

 

c. encouraged its Members to continue to actively support the Regional Forestry Commission as 

the main instrument in forestry for linking the global and regional levels under the FAO 

Strategic Framework 2022-31; 

d. recommended FAO to ensure that recommendations are presented to the secretariats of COFO, 

other Regional Forestry Commissions and the Informal Conference for North America. 

FORESTRY ACTIVITIES / EVENTS OF INTEREST TO THE REGION (Item 8) 

48. The USA informed that they are co-sponsors of the World Forum on Urban Forests which will be held 

in October 2023 with a variety of events.  

 

49. Canada noted the Wildland Fire Conference will take place from 28 October to 1 November 2024 in 

Fredericton, Canada, bringing together wildland fire management agencies, partners, and collaborators to 

discuss fire management, ecology and science. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 9) 

50. The following officers were elected by the Commission to hold office till the conclusion of the 33rd 

Session: 

Chairperson: Randy Moore (USA) 

First Vice-Chairperson: Luis Meneses Murillo (Mexico) 

Second Vice-Chairperson: Glenn Hargrove (Canada) 

51. The following officers were elected to serve in the Bureau of Alternates: 

USA (Chairperson): Val Mezainis 

Mexico: Carlos Manuel Pérez Medina 

Canada: Pierre-Jonathan Teasdale 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Item 10) 

52. The United States of America offered to host the 33rd Session of the Commission.  

 

53. The Commission: 

a.  welcomed with appreciation the generous offer of the United States of America to host its 

next Session; 

b. requested the BoA and the Secretariat to advise the NAFC on a precise date and location of 

the 33rd Session.   
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ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Item 11) 

54. A task team was established with a representative of each country and FAO to draft the session’s 

report and submit it for review and eventual adoption by the Commissioners after the Session. The task 

team consists of Ms Rachel Sheridan, Mexico Program Manager, and Illegal Logging Working Group 

Chair, USA, Ms I. Karina López Sánchez, Manager of International Cooperation, Mexico, Ms Christa 

Mooney, Senior Policy Advisor, Natural Resources Canada and Ms Malgorzata Buszko-Briggs, Senior 

Forestry Officer and COFO Secretary, FAO. 

CLOSING CEREMONY (Item 12) 

55. The Commission thanked Commissioner a.i. Peter Fullarton for ably chairing the session and 

expressed its appreciation to the Government of Canada and in particular all staff involved, for their great 

organization of the 32nd Session. 
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Annex 1  

NAFC recommendations for the COFO Agenda 

Priority issues for COFO to consider 
Expected outcome 

(information/discussion/decision) 

Possible follow-up 

activities for COFO and 

FAO 

RFC 

e. recommended the following additional items for the attention of 

COFO and the Informal Conference for North America at their 

next sessions: 

i. Agriculture and forestry linkages in order to halt 

deforestation 

ii. Climate change 

iii. Collaboration with Indigenous Peoples 

iv. Addressing gender issues in an overarching manner 

v. Reforestation 

vi. Urban forestry 

vii. Forest degradation 

 

discussion/decision 

Consider including the 

mentioned items in the 

COFO 27 agenda and 

bring them to the attention 

of the Informal 

Conference for North 

America. 
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Annex 2 

NAFC Recommendations for the FAO programme of work priorities in forestry 

NAFC recommendations for the FAO Programme of Work in Forestry (related to the agenda of the current session) 

Area/ action for FAO programme of work Priority (H, 

M, L, De-

emphasis 

Type (new, 

continued) 

Level of action 

(sub-regional/ 

regional/global)  

GFGs 

g. expressed its appreciation for FAO’s continued leadership role in the Collaborative 

Partnership on Forests (CPF) and the work done so far on its mid-term review, and 

highlighted forestry and wood as climate solutions 

H continued global all 

h. welcomed the creation of the International Fire Hub, noting that duplication of efforts 

should be avoided while creating synergies with already existing fire initiatives 

H continued global 1, 3, 6 

i. welcomed the theme for the International Day of Forests 2024 on “Forests and 

Innovation” 

M continued global all 

j. continued supporting the FRA process and further invited FAO to continue working on 

the improvement of definitions in particular on degradation. To better account for local 

and national specificities, the Commission recommended to use more qualitative than 

quantitative indicators in this regard 

 

H continued global 1, 6 

k. welcomed the organization of the 2nd World Forum on Urban Forests2, 16-20 October 

2023, Washington DC, USA 

M continued global 3,5,6 

l. invited FAO to promote the State of the World’s Forests report 2024 within and outside 

the forest sector. 

 

H new global all 

 
2 2nd World Forum on Urban Forests: www.worldforumonurbanforests.org 
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NAFC recommendations for the FAO Programme of Work in Forestry (related to the agenda of the current session) 

Area/ action for FAO programme of work Priority (H, 

M, L, De-

emphasis 

Type (new, 

continued) 

Level of action 

(sub-regional/ 

regional/global)  

GFGs 

f. welcomed the process to develop FAO’s forestry roadmap 2024 – 2031 and invited FAO 

to ensure proper time for consultations with and the endorsement of Members, further 

operationalize it and focus on the set priorities 

H new global all 

g. encouraged its Members to continue to actively support the Regional Forestry 

Commission as the main instrument in forestry for linking the global and regional levels 

under the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31 

H continued regional all 

h. recommended FAO to ensure that recommendations are presented to the secretariats of 

COFO, other Regional Forestry Commissions and the Informal Conference for North 

America. 

H continued regional all 
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7. FAO governance items: 

7.1 Overview of major global processes and initiatives  

7.2 Input to FAO governance and FAO Forestry strategic planning  

 

8. Forestry activities/events of interest to the Region 

 

9. Election of officers 

 

10. Date and place of the next session 

 

11. Adoption of the Report 

 

12. Closure of the Session 
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ANNEX B 
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CANADA 

 

Peter Fullarton 

Canada 

Director General, Atlantic Forestry Centre 

Natural Resources Canada 

Canadian Forest Service 

peter.fullarton@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

 

Pierre-Jonathan Teasdale 

Canada 

Director, 

Trade and International Affairs Division 

Natural Resources Canada 

pierre-jonathan.teasdale@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

 

Christa Mooney 

Canada 

Senior Policy Advisor, Multilateral Affairs 

Natural Resources Canada 

christa.mooney@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca 

 

Caroline Gosselin 

Canada 

Head, Forest Information Strategy 

Natural Resources Canada  

caroline.gosselin@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

 

Carolyn Smyth  

Canada 

Research Scientist 

Natural Resources Canada 

Carolyn.smyth@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

 

Christy Arseneau 

Canada 

Science Director 

Natural Resources Canada 

christy.arseneau@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca  

 

Elizabeth Campbell 

Canada 

Researcher  

Natural Resources Canada 

elizabeth.campbell@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

 

Graham Stinson 

Canada 

Director, Forest Information 

National Resources Canada 

graham.stinson@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

 

Jean-Martin Lussier 

Canada 

Research scientist – Silviculture and forest 

management 

Natural Resources Canada 

jean-martin.lussier@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

 

Laurie Saulnier  

Canada 

Policy Analyst, Forest Health and Biodiversity 

Atlantic Forestry Centre  

laurie.saulnier@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca  

 

Mike Norton 

Canada 

Director General 

Natural Resources Canada 

Michael.Norton@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca 

 

Rosanna Lamb 

Canada 

Program Officer 

Atlantic Forestry Centre 

rosanna.lamb@nrcan-rncan.gc.ca 

 

MEXICO 

 

Luis Meneses Murillo 

Mexico 

Director General 

CONAFOR 

directorgeneral@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Carlos Manuel Pérez Medina 

Mexico 

Head of the International Affairs and 

Financing Promotion Unit 

CONAFOR 

manuel.perez@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Eduardo Cruz Castañeda 

Mexico 

Manager of Fire Management 
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CONAFOR 

eduardo.cruz@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Ernesto Ladrón de Guevara Alafita 

Mexico 

General Coordinator of Institutional 

Development and Special Projects 

CONAFOR 

ernesto.alafita@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Abel Plascencia González 

Mexico 

Manager of Forest Health 

CONAFOR 

abel.plascencia@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Alma Rubí Félix Puga 

Mexico 

Liaison of International Cooperation 

CONAFOR – external collaborator 

internacionales2@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Baldemar Arteaga Martínez 

Mexico 

Manager of Reforestation and Restoration of 

Hydrographic Basins 

CONAFOR 

baldemar.arteaga@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Carina Edith Delgado Caballero 

Mexico 

Head of the Department of Forest Statistics 

CONAFOR 

carina.delgado@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Carlos Isaías Godínez Valdivia 

Mexico 

SNMF Database Administration Assistant 

Manager 

CONAFOR 

cgodinez@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Cuauhtémoc Sáenz-Romero 

Mexico 

Research Professor at Universidad 

Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo 

CONAFOR 

csaenzromero@gmail.com 

 

Daniela Lince Romero 

Mexico 

Deputy Manager of International Cooperation 

CONAFOR 

daniela.lince@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Eduardo Vargas Pérez 

Mexico 

General Coordinator of Conservation and 

Restoration 

CONAFOR 

eduardo.vargas@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Fernando Miranda Piedragil 

Mexico 

Deputy Manager of Forest Genetic Resources 

CONAFOR 

fmiranda@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Honoria Chávez González 

Mexico 

Deputy Manager of Diagnosis 

CONAFOR 

honoria.chavez@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Irma Karina López Sánchez 

Mexico 

Manager of International Cooperation 

CONAFOR 

karina.lopez@conafor.gob.mx 

 

J. Jesús Vargas-Hernández  

Mexico 

Forest Genetic Resources WG Chair 

Colegio de Postgraduados 

jjesus.vargashernandez@gmail.com  

 

Jean Paul Delgado Percastegui 

Mexico 

Manager of Information and Project 

Management 

CONAFOR 

jdelgado@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Jorge David Fernández Medina 

Mexico 

General Coordinator of Planning and 

Information 

CONAFOR 

jfernandez@conafor.gob.mx 

 

José Armando Alanís de la Rosa 

Mexico 

Manager of the National Forest Monitoring 

System 
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CONAFOR 

jalanis@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Marcos Casiano Domínguez 

Mexico 

Manager of Forests and Climate Change 

CONAFOR 

marcos.casiano@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Patricia Hernández de la Rosa 

Mexico 

Researcher 

Colegio de Postgraduados 

pathr@colpos.mx  

 

Pedro Antonio Plateros Gastelum 

Mexico 

General Coordinator of Production and 

Productivity 

CONAFOR 

pedro.plateros@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Rafael Mayorga Saucedo 

Mexico 

Technical Manager of the Monitoring, 

Reporting and Verification System 

CONAFOR 

rafael.mayorga@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Rubí Angélica Cuenca Lara 

Mexico 

Deputy Management of Data Collection 

Instruments 

CONAFOR 

rcuenca@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Sergio Armando Villela Gaytán 

Mexico 

Head of the Department of Forestry and Soil 

Inventory 

CONAFOR 

svillela@conafor.gob.mx 

 

Vidal Guerra de la Cruz 

Mexico 

Sustainable Forest Management Program 

National Institute of Forestry, Agricultural and 

Livestock Research 

guerra.vidal@inifap.gob.mx 

 

Yamín Ivette Marín Rosales 

Mexico 

Manager of Communication and Production 

CONAFOR 

yamin.marin@conafor.gob.mx

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 

Val Mezainis 

USA 

Director 

USDA Forest Service International Programs  

valdis.mezainis@usda.gov 

 

Jennifer Conje 

USA 

Assistant Director of Policy 

USDA Forest Service International Programs 

jennifer.conje@usda.gov  

 

Liz Mayhew 

USA 

Assistant Director for Latin America the 

Caribbean and Canada 

USDA Forest Service International Programs 

elizabeth.mayhew@usda.gov  

 

Elizabeth Willhite 

USA 

Entomologist USDA Forest Service 

Elizabeth.Willhite@usda.gov 

 

Jason Henning 

USA 

Research Urban Forester 

Jason.henning@davey.com 

 

Jennifer Hayes  

USA 

National Sustainable Operations Coordinator   

Jennifer.hayes@usda.gov   

 

Mary Ann Fajvan 

USA 

Research Forester, USDA Forest Service 

Maryann.fajvan1@usda.gov 

 

Mike Saunders 

USA 

Professor of Hardwood Silviculture 

Hardwood Tree Improvement and 

Regeneration Center, Institute for Digital 

Forestry & Department of Forestry and 

Natural Resources 

Purdue University 

msaunder@purdue.edu 

 

Rachel Sheridan 

USA 

Mexico Program Manager & 
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Illegal Logging WG Chair 

rachel.sheridan@usda.gov 

 

Sonja Oswalt 

USA 

Forest Resource Analyst 

Southern Research Station 

Forest Inventory and Analysis 

USDA Forest Service 

sonja.n.oswalt@usda.gov 

 

 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS 

 

UNITED NATIONS FORUM ON FORESTS 

 

Barbara Tavora-Jainchill 

Programme Management Officer 

United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

tavora-jainchill@un.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

 

 

Zhimin Wu  

FAO 

Director 

Forestry Division 

NFO-Director@fao.org 

 

Malgorzata Buszko-Briggs 

FAO 

Senior Forestry Officer 

Team Leader Statutory Bodies, CPF and 

Outreach Team 

NAFC and COFO Secretary 

Forestry Division 

malgorzata.buszkobriggs@fao.org 

 

Amy Duchelle  

FAO 

Senior Forestry Officer 

Team Leader Forests and Climate 

Forestry Division 

Amy.Duchelle@fao.org 

 

Anssi Pekkarinen 

FAO 

Senior Forestry Officer 

Team Leader Global FRA, forests data, 

statistics, reporting 

Forestry Division 

Anssi.Pekkarinen@fao.org 

 

Thais Linhares-Juvenal  

FAO 

Senior Forestry Officer 

Team Leader Sustainable Forestry and Value 

Chains 

Forestry Division 

Thais.Linharesjuvenal@fao.org 

 

Thomas Hofer 

FAO 

Senior Forestry Officer 

Team Leader Forest Biodiversity 

Forestry Division 

Thomas.Hofer@fao.org 

 

Lara Steil  

FAO 

Fire Management Officer 

Forestry Division 

Lara.Steil@fao.org 

 

Simone Borelli 

FAO 

Urban Forests Officer 

Forestry Division 

Simone.Borelli@fao.org 

 

Theresa Loeffler 

FAO 

Policy and Partnership Officer 

NAFC Secretariat  

Forestry Division  

theresa.loeffler@fao.org 
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Arianna Evans  

FAO 

Statutory Bodies Meetings and Outreach 

Consultant, NAFC Secretariat  

Forestry Division 

arianna.evans@fao.org 
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Günter Walkner  

Permanent Representative of the  

Republic of Austria to the  

Food and Agriculture Organization  

of the United Nations Organisation (FAO)  

and the United Nations  

World Food Programme (WFP) 

COFO27 Chairperson 

guenter.walkner@bmeia.gv.at 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBSERVERS (virtual) 

 

Edward Czerwinski 

Observer 

Director, Maritimes Section 

Canadian Institute of Forestry 

ed.czerwin@unb.ca  

 

Luisa Fernanda Lema Velez 
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Senior Sector Specialist, Environment, Rural 

Development, and Disaster Risk Management 

Inter-American Development Bank 

llemavelez@iadb.org 

 

Pedro Martel 

Observer 

Division Chief Environment, Rural 

Development, and Disaster Risk Management 

Inter-American Development Bank 

pedroma@iadb.org 
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