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4. BIBLIOGRAPHY

As noted in the Introduction to Part 1 of this Catalogue, the literature on clupeoid fishes is enormous; if
about five hundred references have been made to just the 11 marine clupeoids of West Africa, then one might
expect as many as sixteen thousand articles, papers and books on all the 355 species of clupeoid fishes in the world
(noting that for Clupea alone there were 288 references for 1968-69 in Dean’s Bibliography). The present
Bibliography contains 883 titles, many of which are included simply because they locate the first use of a generic,
specific or subspecific synonym (journal or book references for senior synonyms are not included since given in the
text). It is hoped, however, that the Bibliography contains at least the principal contributions to the biology of
clupeoids or works where more complete bibliographies are given. Major gaps are in the Chinese, Japanese and
Russian literature, the latter due in part to the absence of a full bibliography in Svetovidov's otherwise superb
study of Russian clupeoids.

Since Part 1 was published before Part 2 was begun, certain citations were not then seen to require the
suffix ab,c etc. (especially for the numerous papers by Pieter Bleeker in the period 1849-54). However, the
actual paper referred to is usualy clear from the title and/or the pagination given in the Bibliography. In a few
cases the dating of a work was later found to be incorrect; this is adjusted in the Bibliography, as for example
“Steindachner, F. 1869 (error, see 1870)“, thus an assurance that the reference was not overlooked. Where the
correct dating of an early work has been in doubt and may have nomenclatural consequences, as with Gray’s
lllustrations of Indian Zoology, Temminck & Schlegel’s Fauna japonica, or Cuvier's Régne animal, reference is
made to authors who have resolved the bibliographic problems. Thus, the clupeoid names in the second edition of
the Régne animal (March 1829) just predate those in Agassiz's ‘Brazilian fishes' (May 1829), while the clupeoids in
the Fauna Japonica (22 November 1846) were published after those in Richardson’s Ichthyology of China and Japan
(June/duli  1846); whether Bennett's clupeoid fishes in the Memoir of the life of Raffles appeared before 15 July
1830, when Gray published PI.96 of his lllustrations of Indian zoology, remains a puzzle. Such niceties of
bibliography may be a luxury in other scientific disciplines, but not in taxonomy, for which the key to efficient
retrieval of information is the unique and correct name of the taxon.

The Bibliography of this Catalogue was compiled using the Library of the British Museum (Natural History),
which is probably the largest and most complete collection of books and journals ever assembled for taxonomic
purposes. The Library’s printed catalogue of serial publications, containing more than twelve thousand entries,
employs the abbreviations and title arrangement of the World List of Scientific Periodicals (or adapts its usage).
This conflicts with FAO practice,which conforms to the rules of the International Periodical Title Word
Abbreviations prepared for the UNISIST/ICSU-AB Working Group on Bibliographic Description (1971). Neverthe-
less, the World List abbreviation system is used here because of its relative simplicity and its usage in many
scientific journals.
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