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INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT

EIGHTH PROGRESS REPORT

1. Document C95/18 concludes with a draft decision proposed by the Secretariat which reads as

' follows:

91. The following draft decision may be considered by the Conference: "The
Conference recommended that future reporting on progress on the International
Agricultural Adjustment Guidelines be incorporated into the documents for the Committees
of the Council, the Council or Conference as indicated in the concluding paragraphs under
each Guideline in this report."

2. Following the recommendations of the 108th Council (CL 108/REP, para. 47(¢)), an
informal meeting of Permanent Representatives was called on 19 September 1995 to examine this
draft decision. The meeting took note of the fact that the Guidelines for International Agricultural
Adjustment (IAA) had been adopted by the Conference at its 18th Session in 1975 and revised by
the Conference at its 22nd Session in 1983. Progress reports had been prepared and considered by
the Conference every two years from 1977 to 1987. At its 24th session in 1987 the Conference
decided that in the future progress reports should be prepared every four years, but that an interim
progress report on Guidelines 7, 8 and 12 be prepared for its 25th Session in 1989. The Seventh
full progress report (the first of the four-year cycle) had been considered by the Conference at its
26th Session in 1991. On this occasion, the Conference "... agreed that the Secretariat should
continue to undertake periodic four-year reviews of policies affecting world food and agriculture
using the IAA Guidelines as a broad framework" (C 91/REP, paragraph 60).

3. The informal meeting of Permanent Representatives requested the Secretariat to prepare a
supplement to document C 95/18 to be submitted to the Conference to facilitate its consideration of
the draft decision. This supplement should focus on the extent to which the agendas and related
documents of the Conference, the Council and the Committees of the Council or other documents
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provided an adequate basis for members to inform themselves about, or deliberate on, progress in
IAA, and in particular to review progress for specified subsets of the Guidelines on different
occasions.

4. The present supplement to document C 95/18 has been prepared in response to this request.
The attached schedule is a consolidated picture of the documents which cover topics of the IAA
Guidelines and which are regularly produced for the consideration of the Conference, the Council
or the Committees of the Council. In addition, the periodic FAO publications Food Outlook (every
two months) and the FAO TCDC/ECDC Newsletter (every six months) report on topics covered by
the IAA Guidelines, the former on those of Guidelines 10 and 11, the latter of Guideline 9.

5. Overall, these documents cover regularly, but in varying degrees of detail and depth, the
topics of the IAA Guidelines, with the possible exception of those of Guideline 2 (domestic resource
flows to agriculture). Thus, if the draft decision were adopted, and provided that these documents
were prepared with a view to meeting the JAA monitoring needs, it would still be possible for the
Conference, the Council or the Committees of the Council to review progress in IAA for subsets of
guidelines, though on different occasions for each subset, as indicated in the attached schedule. In
this connection, the informal meeting of the Permanent Representatives noted that if the preparation
of the four-yearly comprehensive reports on progress in IAA were discontinued, it would be
difficult for future sessions of the Conference to have the IAA item on their agendas.
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