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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT

This document was prepared under the FAO Fisheries Department Regular Programme by the Species Identification
Programme in the Marine Resources Service of the Fishery Resources Division. It is the third number in the new series:

FAO Species Catalogue for Fishery Purposes.

The family Polynemidae (threadfins) is important in commercial and sport fisheries of tropical and subtropical seas,
especially in the Middle and Near East, South Asia, Southeast Asia, Oceania, and west Africa. However, detailed fishery
information is usually not available, largely because of difficulties with the correct identification of species. This difficulty is
because of past taxonomic confusion and the similarity of overall body appearance and colour pattern of some species.
Therefore, this catalogue is timely as an accurate and complete worldwide guide to the identification of polynemids. It is
intended to help fisheries workers gather statistics and examine aspects of their biology that will be useful for the
management of this fishery resource. The author has studied polynemids taxonomically on the basis of a large number of
specimens, including all of available known types, in museum collections and markets throughout the world. He has
published numerous scientific articles on polynemids, which were the source for most of the taxonomic and ecological
information in this catalogue.

In view of the importance of overall body appearance for identification, photographs for all species have been included.
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ABSTRACT

This is the third number in the new FAO series of worldwide annotated and illustrated catalogues of major groups of
organisms that enter marine fisheries. The present volume on the family Polynemidae includes 41 species belonging
to 8 genera. There is an introductory section with general remarks on habitat and fisheries of the family, a glossary of
technical terms, an illustrated key to each genus and all species, and a detailed account for all species. Species
accounts include an illustration of each species, scientific and vernacular names, and information on habitat, biology,
fisheries, size, relevant literature, and distribution. Following the species accounts are a list of nominal species in the
family, a table of species by major marine fishing areas, and colour plates. A list of all nominal species and their
present allocations is given. The work is fully indexed and there is a comprehensive list of references to pertinent
literature.
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