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SUMMARY OF THE MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

Country Statements and General Debate on the Food and Agriculture Situation in the
Region

For the Attention of Governments

The Conference:

L. recommended that the related necessary education programmes and policies be
implemented by countries (programmes and policies that are related to increased
women’s participation in policy and decision making); (para. 17f)

2. recommended that neighbouring countries and the international communities cooperate
in finding common solutions (solutions to the varied conditions that led to internal
upheavals, internal and external migration which had adverse implications for food
security) (para. 17h).

For the Attention of FAQ

The Conference:
3. urged FAO to assist countries with their research and technology transfer/exchange

in these areas, for example, in the use of draught power for irrigation (land preparation
and water lifting); (para. 17g)

Report on FAO Activities in the Region 1994-95 ( ARC/96/2)

4. recommended that the Programme (Special Programme on Food Production in support
of Food Security in LIFDCs) be expanded to cover more countries in the region;
(para. 18a)

World Food Summit and Report of the Technical Committee

For the Attention of FAQ

5. recommended that the document be revised to include the points listed in paragraph
20. (para. 20j) ‘
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Future Ministerial Meetings in Conjunction with Sessions of COFI and COFO
(ARC/96)8)

For the attention of FAO

6. called for FAO’s financial support to facilitate participation as required in such
meetings. (para. 22e)

Any Other Business

For the attention of Governments

7. appealed to FAO member states to ratify the International Convention on
Desertification so as to ensure the release of necessary funding for the programme.
(para. 26D)

Date and Place of the Twentieth FAO Regional Conference for Africa

For the Attention of FAO

The Conference:
3 noted the offer of Ethiopia to host the Twentieth FAO Regional Conference for Africa
which would be conveyed to the Director-General of the FAO, who would decide on

the date and place of the Conference in consultation with Member Governments (para.
27). :
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L. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

Organization of the Conference

l. The Nineteenth FAO Regional Conference for Africa was held in the Conference Hall
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, from 16 to 20 April 1996.

2. The Conference was attended by 148 delegates from 44 Member Nations of the
Region, 29 of which were represented at ministerial level; 11 observers from Member Nations
outside the Region, two observers from the Holy See, 15 representatives of the United Nations
Specialized Agencies, 67 observers from intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations. A list of participants is given as Appendix B. The list of the documents is
given in Appendix C.

3. The Independent Chairman of the FAO Council, Mr J.R. Lopez-Portillo also attended
the Conference.

Inaugural Ceremony

4. The inaugural ceremony was held in the same venue and the Conference was formally
opened by the President of Burkina Faso, His Excellency Mr Blaise Compaore. Opening
statements were also made by the Director-General of FAO, Mr Jacques Diouf, by the OAU
Representative, Dr LM. Nur, on behalf of the Secretary-General of the OAU, and by Mr.
Adama Ouedraogo, “Grand Passage”, a peasant farmer from the Yatenga District of Burkina
Faso.

5. In his opening address, the President affirmed the relevance of organizing the 19th
Regional Conference in Burkina Faso and reiterated the commitment of the Conference to
provide solutions to the problems of hunger and poverty as well as to the struggle against
under-development in the region.

6. He paid tribute to the Director-General of FAO for his efforts in championing the
concerns of Africa at a time of difficult circumstances, particularly when multilateral
cooperation was on the decline and commended him for his initiative to convene the World
Food Summit. He expressed the hope that this Nineteenth Regional Conference would
establish an enabling environment to highlight African dimensions of the problems of food
in general, including the concerns of farmers, women and children. He referred to the
. experiences of Burkina Faso in solving food security problems through water control
measures, prevention of youth migration and women's contribution to increased food
production. He also thanked FAO for the confidence shown by inviting him to join the
International Board of Patrons of the World Food Summit. The full text of the statement of
His Excellency the President is contained in Appendix F.

7. The FAO Director-General, in his opening statement, expressed his gratitude to the
Government and people of Burkina Faso and reiterated his concern regarding the agricultural
situation in Africa. He enumerated the enormous difficulties confronting the continent and
said that it was the reason why FAO decided to launch a large-scale operation to engender a
solemn commitment at the highest level to eliminate hunger and malnutrition and to undertake
concerted action at global, regional and national levels to ensure food security for all. He
explained that this was the underlying aspiration behind the organization of the World Food
Summit which would be held in Rome from 13 to 17 November this year.
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8. He highlighted the attributes of the World Food Summit which would adopt a Policy
Statement and a Plan of Action for Universal Food Security and mentioned the related
preparatory activities. He said that the Summit would be the first time in the 50 years since
FAO was founded that a meeting on this issue was being held at the level of Heads of State
and Government. He recounted special programmes already initiated by FAO to offer
solutions to the food insecurity situation and referred to brighter prospects in the aftermath of
the Summif. The full text of the Director-General's statement is contained in Appendix G.

9. On behalf of the OAU Secretary-General, Mr Nur expressed his gratitude to the FAO
Director-General for the invitation to the Organization to participate at this Conference. He
further thanked the Government and people of Burkina Faso for their hospitality and for the
excellent conference facilities made available. He drew the attention of the Conference to two
resolutions adopted by the policy-making bodies of the OAU concerning an African Common
Position on food security and agricultural development, and noted that pursuant to these
resolutions a draft document had been prepared by the General Secretariat and was submitted
to the Conference for consideration. He further mentioned that the proposed Common
Position would be submitted to the forthcoming OAU Summit in Yaounde, Cameroun,
“scheduled for 8 to 10 July 1996 for consideration and endorsement prior to its transmission
to the World Food Summit in Rome.

10. In his statement, Mr Adama Ouedraogo expressed his appreciation for the opportunity
to address the Conference and commended FAQ for inviting a peasant farmer to address such
an august assembly. He elucidated the wisdom of utilizing farmers knowledge to solve
problems of hunger especially as this was a basic concern to them. He opined that interaction
between farmers themselves, from both the developed and developing world as well as
between them and other actors, including donors, would be particularly productive especially
in areas of water management, livestock rearing, processing and food preservation. He
extended a warm welcome to all present. His full statement is contained in Appendix H.

Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Appointment of Rapporteurs

1L The Conference at its first working session elected Mr Michel Koutaba, Minister of
Agriculture and Animal Resources of Burkina Faso as its Chairman. In a short acceptance
speech, the Minister expressed his gratitude for the confidence placed in him and said that he

was certain that with the cooperation of all concerned he would guide the Conference
efficiently and successfully.

12. The Conference then elected the rest of the members of the bureau:

First Vice-Chairman: Mr Abraham Iyambo, Deputy Minister for Fisheries
and Marine Resources of Namibia

Second Vice-Chairman: Mr Dennis Norman, Minister of Agriculture of
Zimbabwe
Rapporteurs: a. Mr Mospshatla Mabitle, Minister of

Agriculture, Cooperative Marketing and
Youth Affairs of Lesotho

b. Mr Robert Sagna, Minister of Agriculture of
Senegal



Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

13. The Conference then considered and adopted the agenda and timetable (Appendix A).

II. STATEMENTS

Statement by the Director-General of FAQ

14. The Director-General made his statement during the inaugural ceremony, which is
reproduced in Appendix G.

Statement by the Independent Chairman of the FAO Council

15. In his statement to the Conference, Mr J.R. Lopez-Portillo recounted the intense
preparatory activities undertaken at all levels for the organization of the World Food Summit
and said that scrutiny of related reports and statements had led to the identification of
interesting issues, problems and interactions which affected food security. He referred to some
of these as problems associated with economic stress, extremely low incomes, inadequate
economic development, low grain stocks, and qualitative changes in supply and demand which
had pushed up prices. He mentioned that a fundamental interaction that had to be considered
was the linkage between population growth, consumption patterns, inadequate technologies and
resulting environmental degradation which was the basis for sustainable food production and
food security. In its turn, this also affected social and political stability, triggered migration
and resulted in security concems at regional and sub-regional levels.

16. He noted that the World Food Summit would provide the right solutions for such
linkage problems which would include self-reliance and more focused international effort. The
Summit would give indications for very effective solutions, at all levels on, inter alia, the
possibilities for better use of scarce water resources, adaptive use of indigenous plants,
appropriate land tenure solutions, appropriate considerations relating to women in
development, better terms of trade, focused aid and debt relief which would result in increased
resources to countries of the region, and so on. He hoped that this Conference would provide
the necessary inputs from the African perspective and wished the participants success in their
deliberations. '

Country Statements and General Debate on the Food and Agriculture Situation in the
Region

17. The Conference heard the presentations of the various delegations under this agenda
item as well as those from WFP, OECD, UNICEF, IGAD and the World Institute of
Phosphate. The Conference congratulated the Director-General of FAO, Mr Jacques Diouf,
for his wise leadership and expressed satisfaction for the efficient way he had handled crucial
issues affecting FAO and its Member Nations especially those of the African region.  They
agreed with and thanked him for his initiative to convene the World Food Summit (WFS) and
hoped that its outcome would provide much needed solutions to their food and agricultural
problems. Most of the countries intimated that they had implemented the necessary
mechanisms to prepare for the WFS and that not only would their delegations to the WFS be
led by their heads of state but that these heads of state had shown solidarity by accepting to
join the International Board of Patrons of the Summit. The Conference reiterated the
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usefulness of collaboration and cooperation to achieve common goals and enumerated
impediments affecting the development of their countries for which solutions were needed.
Some of these impediments were specific to individual states and sub-regions. In particular
the Conference:

a. reaffirmed that food security was particularly crucial to African countries as it was the
key to political stability without which economic and social development would be
difficult to attain;

b. recalled the experiences by African countries from the worst food crisis ever which
had resulted in escalating famine, hunger, suffering and death and noted the range of
causes, both natural and man-made, including recurrent droughts, civil wars, poverty,
debt crisis, excessive population growth, environmental degradation and hostile
external economic environment;

c. noted that the adverse environmental, climatic and other developmental constraints
notwithstanding, there were significant success stories in which African countries and
sub-regions had overcome such handicaps and recommended that these needed to be
properly analyzed and brought to the attention of the Summit so that African countries
could be considered equal partners rather than subordinates in the development
process;

d. realized the importance of food security strategies, improvement in household access
to food, including increased food production, post-harvest handling, liberal credit
facilities and improved food habits as approaches for controlling and preventing
nutritional disorders including protein, calorie and micro-nutrient deficiencies;

e. observed that development plans which favoured increased food security had been
formulated and other special measures such as feeding in schools, establishment of
definite food and nutrition enhancement policies had been instituted in countries and
that these were showing positive results;

f. acknowledged that strategies which involved increased women's participation in policy
and decision making contributed to increased food security and recommended that
the related necessary education programmes and policies be implemented by countries;

g realized that environmental protection policies such as afforestation, land reform and
preservation, protection of water resources, adequate transportation, conservation and
utilization of natural resources, soil revitalization, etc., contributed to food security and
urged FAO to assist countries with their research and technology transfer/exchange
in these areas, for example, in the use of draught power for irrigation (land preparation
and water lifting); and

h. noted the varied conditions that led to internal upheavals, internal and external
migration which had adverse implications for food security and recommended that
neighbouring countries and the international communities cooperate in finding
common solutions.
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Report on FAO Activities in the Region 1994-95 ( ARC/96/2)

18. The Conference acknowledged the kind sentiments expressed by the various
delegations, commending the good work of the Organization in the region during the past
biennium. It noted that the greatest challenge facing Africa continued to be the steady decline
in per caput agricultural production, with most of the countries, particularly the Low-Income
Food-Deficit Countries (LIFDCs), having very low and inadequate food production. The
Conference further noted that food insecurity continued to be exacerbated by the high rate of
population growth, rapid urbanization, environmental degradation (particularly desertification)
and political instability, and in this regard, appreciated that FAO had redirected its efforts to
promote food security in the region through increased food reliance. The Conference thus
urged FAO to continue this good work in particular, and the other developmental assistance
projects, in general. The Conference in particular:

a. commended the implementation of the Special Programme on Food Production in
support of Food Security in LIFDCs in ten African countries and recommended that
the Programme be expanded to cover more countries in the region;

b. supported the Emergency Prevention System (EMPRES) for Transboundary Animal
and Plant Pests and Diseases and called for donor support for the implementation of
the long-term programme for the control of Locust;

c. observed that FAO's activities to promote Technical and Economic Cooperation
among the member states of the region were being actively pursued and strengthened
in cooperation with OAU and other Inter-Governmental Organizations, and was
informed of the many and varied Technical Cooperation Networks that had been
initiated as a major vehicle for promoting Technical Cooperation among Developing
Countries (TCDC) in the regiom;

d. acknowledged that FAO, through its Investment Centre had continued to assist
members in the preparation of investment projects;

e. appreciated that cooperation with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) had been
strengthened and that in this regard, a database on NGOs had been established in RAF
and noted the achievements of the FAO/NGO Regional Consultation on the World
Food Summit (WFS) which was successfully organized prior to the Conference;

f. welcomed the recent changes introduced to make the programmes and policies of
FAO more effective especially the decentralization of its technical assistance to the
region; it noted with appreciation the facilities offered by the Governments of Ghana.
and Zimbabwe for the expanded Regional Office for Africa and the new Sub-Regional
Office for Southern and Eastern Africa, respectively; and

g. endorsed the focus of the 1996/97 programme which included such innovative
programmes as, conservation and rehabilitation of African lands; the expansion of
irrigated agriculture; implementation of farmer participatory training in IPM;
aquaculture and fisheries management; agro-forestry; improvement of access to
economic and social services; supporting existing national and regional capacity
building and promotion of technical and economic cooperation among African
countries.
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INI. DISCUSSION ITEMS

World Food Summit and Report of the Technical Committee

19. The following documents ir;dicatcd on the agenda were considered by the Conference:

- ARC/TC/REP/1: Report of the Technical Committee

- ARC/TC/REP/2: Contribution of the 19th FAO Regional Conference for Africa
. to the Draft World Food Summit Documents

- ARC/96/3: World Food Summit: Policy Statement and Plan of Action

- ARC/96/4: World Food Summit: Food Security Situation and Issues in

the Africa Region
- ARC/96/4.Sup.1: Food for All Campaign’

Additional documents presented were:
- Draft OAU Common African Position on Food Security and Agricultural Development
- Report of the FAO/NGO Regional Consultation for Africa on the World Food Summit

.20 The Conference examined the main document ARC/TC/REP/2 and its appendices
which reported on the deliberations of the Technical Committee which had preceded the
Conference. The Conference expressed satisfaction with the work done by the Committee in
examining the related background documents and thereby providing the necessary additional
inputs for enriching the contribution of the Conference to the draft World Food Summit
documents. However, the Conference identified areas in the document which needed
strengthening in order to improve its contents and focus for presentation as a true reflection
of the concems of the African region. In particular the Conference:

a. requested and obtained clarifications on procedural difficulties regarding preparation
and presentation of a Common African Position by the Conference as an input to the
World Food Summit;

b. recognized that indebtedness and the negative effects of Structural Adjustment
Programmes, which were seriously affecting development efforts of African countries
to improve food security (notwithstanding the fact that Africa had been left out of the
benefits of the Marshall Plan and Green Revolution), were of primary concemn to the
countries and must be brought to the forefront of the document;

c. acknowledged that migration and the related problems of refugees, were important
factors that contributed to food insecurity (for example, mass migration within and
between borders of countries resulting from search for food), and were thus of
fundamental concern to the countries. Consequently, they needed to be very strongly
emphasized in the document;

d. recognized the harmful effects of trypanosomiasis and its contribution to food
insecurity but was advised that the issue be considered within the ambit of animal
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disease prevention and control in general, since this would highlight more the basic
concerns which embraced other livestock and crop diseases and pests;

e. stressed the valuable contribution of irrigation improvement and expansion,
aquaculture and sustainable fisheries and forestry development and management to
food security and agreed that these be included in the document;

f. stressed the need to give priority to measures aiming at associating food security with
improved nutrition at household level, especially for women and children;

g. admitted that deterioration in terms of trade was a major cause of impoverishment in
countries and should be given prominence in the document as well as the development
and management of internal markets and trade;

h. considered that environmental issues, such as soil fertility, erosion, deforestation, etc.,
were of great concern to the countries in their efforts to overcome food insecurity and
should be highlighted in the document; ~

i agreed that human rights and democracy needed to be emphasized because of their
importance for food security in the countries of the region and should be inserted
appropriately in the report; and

j- recommended that the document be revised to include the above points, and made
specific proposals on areas where some of them should be inserted.

21. On the basis of its extensive discussion, the Conference amended the report- of the
Technical Committee and adopted it for transmission to the Committee on World Food
Security. This document is contained in Appendix D.

IV. OTHER MATTERS

Future Ministerial Meetings in Conjunction with Sessions of COFI and COFQ

(ARC/96/8) ' .

22. The Conference commended the Director-General of FAO for his timely initiative in
convening meetings of Ministers responsible for fisheries and forestry in March 1995. It
provided them the forum to exchange ideas and share national experiences, as well as the
opportunity to offer appropriate guidance to FAO in its work programme pertaining to these
two sectors. Considering the many significant events which had taken place since the
Ministerial Meetings of March 1995 and/or were planned for the immediate future, and
recognizing that Ministerial guidance would still be necessary to enable FAO channel its
technical assistance appropriately to member countries in future, the Conference:

a. endorsed the convening of meetings of Ministers by the Director-General in principle
in conjunction with sessions of COFI and COFO;

b. agreed that the DirectorQGeneral of FAQ be given the ﬂéxibility for convening such
meetings in future but opined that they should be held only when major issues
pertaining to the sectors needed to be addressed;
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c. agreed that the FAO Director-General hold consultations with member countries as
appropriate before convening future Ministerial meetings;

d. advised that meetings of ministers wouid not be necessary in 1997; and
e. called for FAO's financial support to facilitate participation as required in such
meetings.

Proposal for Shortening of Regional Conference Reports (ARC/96/9)

23. The Conference took note of the recommendations adopted in 1995 by the FAO
Council and Conference respectively, requesting the Director-General to implement cost-saving
measures on governance of FAO and examined the details of a proposal for shortening
Regional Conference reports. The Conference was informed that the Technical Committee
meeting which preceded it had endorsed the proposal and the new format of reporting. The
Conference therefore: '

a. agreed with the details contained in the proposal for shortening of Conference reports
and approved the new format.

V_CONCLUDING ITEMS

Representation of the Region on the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR)

24. The Chairman presented the recommendation of the Technical Committee to the

Conference for confirmation of the nomination of a country to represent the region on the
CGIAR.

25. The Conference accepted the election of Burkina Faso to succeed Ghana as the
region’s representative to the CGIAR for the four-year term, commencing 1997,

Any Other Business

26. The Conference recalled two areas on procedures in which FAO guidance was
necessary, namely: (i) how to obtain assistance for locust control, (ii) ratification of the
convention on desertification. The Conference:

a. was intimated of FAO's activities in connection with the EMPRES programme under
which assistance for locust control was available;

b. acknowledged that the convention on desertification had been approved by ministers
from member states in the region and appealed especially to FAO member states to

ratify the convention so as to ensure the release of necessary funding for the
programme.

Date and Place of the Twentieth FAQ Regional Conference for Africa

27.  The delegation of Ethiopia offered to host the Twentieth FAO Regional Conference
for Africa. The Conference:
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a. accepted by acclamation, this offer which would be conveyed to the Director-General
of FAO, who would decide on the date and place of the Conference in consultation
with Member Governments.

Adoption of the Report of the Conference (including the Tech ‘cal Committee Report)

28. The Conference conswwered and approved the Technical Committee Report
unanimously as given in Appendix E.

29. The Conference then considered and, after some amendments, adopted its report by
acclamation.

Closure of the Conference

30. The closing ceremony was performed by the Prime Minister of Burkina Faso, His
Excellency, Mr. Kadré Désiré Ouedraogo, during which a closing statement was delivered on
behalf of the Director-General of FAO by Mr. B. F. Dada, the FAO Assistant Director-
General/Regional Representative for Africa, and a vote of thanks moved by Mr. Abraham
Iyambo, Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Marine Resources of the Republic of Namibia. In
his closing statement, Mr. Dada recalled that the major part of the work of the Conference had
been to review the various documents submitted by the Secretariat and other organizations in
preparation for the World Food Summit. He pointed out that, in this regard, issues of
particular relevance to Africa had been adequately addressed with a view to arriving at a
common position and expressed his satisfaction that from the deliberations of the Conference,
a report had emerged which would be forwarded to the Committee on World Food Security
(CFS) as the Common Position of the Africa Region for the World Food Summit.

31. Mr. Dada highlighted some of the key areas which the Conference had identified for
specific action to enrich and sharpen the focus of the Policy Statement and Plan of Action for
the World Food Summit and recalled that this resulted from the highly-spirited debates on
issues of primary concern to the region. He underlined that this demonstrated the commitment
of the participants to the implementation of policies that would ensure the availability of
adequate food and access to it by all concerned. The Conference had closely examined the
relationship between food security and nutrition and had recommended that it be more
explicitly indicated in the report. The important role of women in contributing to household
food security also needed to be given more recognition in the report.

32. In conclusion the Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative assured the
Conference participants of the continued commitment of the FAO and its Regional and Sub-
Regional Offices to assist countries of the region in their quest to achieve food security
through increased self-reliance. He then expressed the sincere gratitude of FAO and all the
distinguished delegates and observers to His Excellency the Prime Minister, Government and
people of Burkina Faso for their kind invitation to host the Nineteenth Session of the FAO
Regional Conference and for the excellent facilities provided as well as for the warm reception
accorded the participants.

33. In moving the vote of thanks, Mr. Abraham Iyambo, Deputy Minister of Fisheries and
Marine Resources of the Republic of Namibia expressed, on behalf of all the delegates, deep
appreciation and gratitude to the President of Burkina Faso for his kind words of wisdom at
the opening of .the Conference and for the warm reception accorded participants during the
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period of their stay as well as for the excellent Conference facilities provided to ensure that
the Nineteenth FAO Regional Conference was successfully organized in Ouagadougou.

34, He thanked the Prime Minister most sincerely for sparing the time to give audience
to Heads of Delegations and for his kind words of wisdom and presence at the closing
ceremony of the Conference. He also congratulated and thanked Mr. Michel Koutaba,
Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resources of Burkina Faso, for his patience and
understanding in guiding the proceedings of the Conference as its Chairman. Similarly he
expressed thanks to the FAO Director-General for his wise leadership and initiative to
convene the World Food Summit and to the FAO Assistant Director-General/Regional

Representative for Africa and his staff for all the arrangements and guidance in organizing the
Conference.

35. In his closing remarks, the Prime Minister of Burkina Faso, Mr. Ouedraogo, on behalf
of the President of Burkina Faso, congratulated all the participants to the Conference {or their
achievements in bringing the Conference to a successful ending. He remarked that the fact
that they had produced such a good report after three days of intense deliberations was a
testimony of their determination to solve the seemingly intraetable problem of food insecufity
in the countries of the region and to their untiring efforts to achieve equity, justice and
solidarity. Recalling the wise words of the President of Burkina Faso during the opening
ceremony, he said:
“"We reman firmly convinced that only the unswerving determination of the
Africans to do more and better, relying overwhelmingly on themselves and
their own ability to shape their destiny, will release this continent from
hunger, malnutrition and under-development”.
In this regard the Prime Minister expressed his appreciation for the good work being done by
African countries to solve the problems of hunger and malnutrition.

36. Finally, he congratulated FAO, in general, and the Director-General, in particular, for
the assistance in ensuring the successful outcome of the Conference and for the perseverance,
determination and faith in assisting countries of the region to combat the problem of hunger.
He thanked all those who had in various ways helped to make the Nineteenth FAQ Regional

Conference successful and wished delegates and others travelling, a safe journey back to their
respective countries.

37. He then declared the Nineteenth FAO Regional Conference for Africa closed.
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APPENDIX A
AGENDA
Technical Committee Meeting
16 - 17 April 1996
INTRODUCTORY ITEMS
1. Opening of the Technical Committee
2. Election of the Technical Committee Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and
Appointment of the Rapporteur
3. Adoption of the Technical Committez Agenda and Timetable
TECHNICAL ITEMS
4. World Food Summit
5. Irrigation Improvement and Expansion: A Challenge to Food Security in
Africa
6. African Agriculture and Natural Resources - Impacts of Recent Economic
Reforms and Prospects to 2010
7. Representation of the Region on the CGIAR
OTHER MATTERS
8. Progress Report on the Common African Agricultural Programme (CAAP)
CONCLUDING ITEMS
9. Approval of the Report
10. Closure of the Technical Committee Meeting
Plenary Session
18 - 20 April 1996
INTRODUCTORY ITEMS
1. Inaugural Ceremony
2. Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Appointment of the Rapporteur
3. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable
STATEMENTS
4, Statement by the Director-General
5. Statement by the Independent Chairman of the FAO Council
6. Country Statements and General Debate on the Food and Agriculture Situation
in the Region
7. Report of FAO Activities in the Region 1994-95
DISCUSSION ITEMS
8. World Food Summit
OTHER MATTERS _
9. Future Ministerial Meetings in Conjunction with Sessions of COFI and COFO

10. Proposal for Shortening of Regional Conference Reports

CONCLUDING ITEMS
11. Date and Place of the 20th FAO Regional Conference for Africa

12. Adoption of the Report (including the Technical Conference Report)
13. Closure of the Conference
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APPENDIX B

NINETEENTH REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 16-20 April 1996

DIX-NEUVIEME CONFERENCE REGIONALE POUR L'AFRIQUE
Quagadougou, Burkina Faso, 16-20 Avril 1996

Chairman:
Président:

Vice-Chairmen:
Vice-Présidents:

Rapﬁéﬁeurs:

LIST OF DELEGATES
LISTE DES DELEGUES

OFFICERS OF THE CONFERENCE
BUREAU DE LA CONFERENCE

PLENARY SESSION
SESSION PLENIERE

Mr Michel Koutaba, Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources
of Burkina Faso

Mr Abraham Iyambo, Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Marine
Resources of Namibia
Mr Norman Dennis, Minister of Agriculture of Zimbabwe

Mr Mospshatla Mabitle, Minister of Agriculture, Cooperatives,
Marketing and Youth Affairs of Lesotho
Mr Robert Sagna, Minister of Agriculture of Senegal

Independent Chairman of the Council: José Ramon Lopez-Portillo

Président indépendant Conseil:

Chairman:
Président:

Vice-Chairmen:
Vice-Présidents:

Rapporteur:

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
COMITE TECHNIQUE

Prof. Alassane Séré, Minister Delegate for Animal Resources of
Burkina Faso

Mr T.M. Taukobong, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Agriculture of Botswana

Mrs Ayélé M. Gninofou, Director of Programme and Planning,
Ministry of Agriculture of Togo

Mr Moorosi V. Raditapole, Ambassador and Permanent
Representative to FAO, Embassy of Lesotho, Rome
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MEMBER NATIONS IN THE REGION

ETATS MEMBRES DE LA REGION

ALGERIA - ALGERIE

Nourreddine Bahbouh

Ministre de I'Agriculture et de la péche
Ministére de l'Agriculture et de la

péche
Alger

Taous Ferroukhi

Sous-Directrice des Programmes et

institutions spécialisées
Ministére des Affaires étrangéres
6, Rue IBN Batan El Mouradia,
Le Golf

Alger

Mimoun Haddou

Inspecteur général de l'agriculture
Ministere de I'Agriculture

4 Route des 4 Canons

Alger

ANGOLA

Délégué
Afonso Pedro Canga
Vice-Ministre de I'Agriculture
Ministére de I'Agriculture et du
développpement rural
B. P. 523
Luanda

Suppléant
Antero Abrev
Ambassadeur et Représentant
Permanent @ Rome
Via Filippo Bemardini, 21
00165 Rome ~

BENIN

Délégué
Joseph D. Hessou
Représentant officiel du Bénin
Ministére du Développement rural
B. P. 295
Porto-Novo

Suppléant
Sophie Agbidi
Responsable programme des femmes
B. P. 256
Bohicou

BOTSWANA

Delegate
Thomas Madubeng Taukobong
Deputy Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
Private Bag 003
Gabarone

Alternates
Matitholo G. K. Mooka
Coordinator of Rural Development
Ministry of Finance and Development
Planning
Private Bag 008
GABORONE

Mrs Yvonne Merafe
Saciologist

Ministry of Agriculture
Private Bag 003
Gaborone

Atamelang A. Mokgare
Principal Agricultural Economist
Ministry of Agriculture

Private Bag 003

Gaborone

BURKINA FASO

Délégué
Michel Koutaba
Ministre de 1'Agriculture et des ressources
animales
Ministére de 'Agriculture et des ressources
animales
Quagadougou
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Suppléants

Alassane Séré

Ministre Délégué chargé des ressources
animales

Ministére de 1'Agriculture et des
ressources animales

Ouagadougou

Moussa Omer Kabore

Conseiller a la Présidence du Faso
B. P. 7030

Ouagadougou

Béatrice Damiba
Représentant Permanent
Affaires Etrangéres

Via Alexandria 26
001989 Rome

Alphonse D. Bonou
Chargé de Mission
Premier Ministére
01 BP 7027
Ouagadougou 01

Ousmane Tontorogobo
Secrétaire Permanent
Ministére de I'Agriculture.
03 B. P. 7005
Ouagadougou 03

Gaston Z. Sama

Ministére de 1'Agriculture et des
Ressources Animales

01 BP 7010

Ouagadougou 01

Saydou Konaté

Représentant Ministére de
I'Enseignement Secondaire, Supérieur
et de la Recherche Scientifique

01 BP 512

Ouagadougou

Francois Tiendrebeogo

Chef de Service Technologie
Alimentaire

Ministére de I'Agriculture et des
Ressources Animales

03 BP 7089

Ouagadougou 03

Rachel Koala
Economiste Sociale et Familiale

Ministére de I'Agriculture et des Ressources

Animales

S/C Association des Economistes Sociaux et

Familiaux (AESF)
B.P. 4732
Ouagadougou

André N. Ouedraogo
Nutritioniste
Ministére de la Santé
03 B.P. 7232
Ouagadougou 03

Bruno Ilboudo

Président CNPB

Conseil Economique et Social
01 B.P. 660

Ouagadougou 01

BURUNDI

Délégué
Patrice Ntahompagaze
Conseiller du Ministre
Ministere de I'Agriculture et de I'Elevage
B. P. 1850
Bujumbura

CAMEROON - CAMEROUN

Délégué
Augustin Frédéric Kodock
Ministre d’Etat chargé de 'Agriculture
Ministére de I'Agriculture
Yaoundé

Suppléants
Joseph Elang
Directeur des Opérations Agricoles
Ministére de 1'Agriculture
Yaoundé

Augustin Bokwe

Conseiller technique
Ministére de YEnvironnement et des Foréts
Yaoundé



13

Philip Moumie

Secrétaire  permanent du  Comité
iNational FAO/PAM

Ministére de 'Agriculture

Yaoundé

Essomba Bengono Nehru
Chargé de gecherche
Secrétaire National du Sommet
IRA Nkolbisson

B.P. 2067

Yaoundé

Martin Kenfack

Chargé d’Etudes
Ministére de I'Agriculture
B.P. 346

Yaoundé

Mme Emma Rose Njoh
Vice-Présidente ONG/ADHAME
Ministére de 1'Agriculture

B.P. 14900

Yaoundé

Mme Marie Béatrice Kenfack
OFSAD

B.P. 13683

Yaoundé

‘APE VERDE - CAP-VERT
Ielégué
André Monteiro César Augusto
Chargé d'affaires, a.i.
Ambassade du Cap Vert
Via Ounducci
00187 Rome
uppléants
Mme Diaz Serruto
Point Focal pour le Sommet
Ministére de 1'Agriculture,
Alimentation, Environnement
C. P. 50/D6ASP/MAAA
Praia

Mlle Adelaide N. T. Ribeiro
Technicien supérieur

Ministére de I'Agriculture,
I'Alimentation et 1'Environnement
C.P. 50 N. A.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
REPUBLIQUE CENTRAFRICAINE

Délégué
Badekara Gabriel Dotte
Ministre de I'Agriculture et de I'Elevage
B. P. 786
Bangui

Suppléants
Mowaya Zelicko
Chef de Nutrition
(Secrétaire National)
Ministére de I'Agriculture et de 'Elevage
B. P. 786
Bangui

Georges Ngondjo

Chargé de Mission

Ministére de I'Agriculture et de I'Elevage
B. P. 786, Bangui

CHAD - TCHAD

Koumbrait Blotoyoum

Directeur Général

Représentant le Ministre du Développement
Rural,

Ministére du Développement Rural

B.P. 441

N'Djamena

Doumian Kaguerou Laoukoura

Chef de Division de la Statistique Agricole,
DSA

B.P. 441

N'Djamena

Ngaorndjan Ngarassemta

Chef de Division des Opérations/Sécurité
alimentaire

Ministére du Développement rural
Direction de la Sécurité Alimentaire

B. P. 1059

N'Djamena

COMOROS - COMORES
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CONGO

Délégué

Jean Prosper Koyo

Ministre de I'Agriculture et de
I'Elevage, des Eaux et Foréts et de la
Péche

Ministére de I'Agriculture et de
I'Elevage, des Eaux et Foréts et de la
Péche

B.P. 98

Brazzaville

Suppléants

Aimé Clovis Guillond

Conseiller juridique et 2 la
Coopération

Ministére de ’Agriculture de 'Elevage,
des Eaux et Foréts et de la Péche

B. P. 98

Brazzaville

Daniel Boussiengue

Conseiller du Ministre de
I'Agriculture, des Eaux et Foréts et de
la Péche

Ministére de Agriculture, des Eaux et
et Foréts et de la Péche

Brazzaville

Mme Henriette Makounba-Nwambi
Présidente
B.P. 13961
Brazzaville

Noel Mpassi

Chargé de I'Appui en Développement
B.P. 2050 B2V

Brazzaville

COTE D'IVOIRE

Délégué

Konan Lambert Kouassi
Ministre de I'Agriculture
B.P. V190

Abidjan

Suppléants

Souleymane Sako

Ambassadeur

Ministére des Affaires Etrangeres
6, Via L. Spallonzane

00161 Rome

Aboubakar Bakayoko
Secrétaire Général
Ministére de I'Agriculture
B.P. V190

Abidjan

Gilbert Don-Djanhoundi
Représentant Permanent

Adjoint de la Cote d'Ivoire auprés de la FAO

Ministére des Affaires Etrangeéres
B.P. 109
Abidjan

EGYPT - EGYPTE

Delegate
Hany-Riad Moawad
Premier Secrétaire
Ambassade d’Egypte
Ouagadougou
Burkina Faso

EQUATORIAL GUINEA
GUINEE EQUATORIALE

ERITREA - ERYTHREE

Delegate
Tesfai Ghermazien
Minister for Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
Asmara
Eritrea

Alternates
Yohannes Tensue
Alternate Permanent Representative
Eritrean Embassy
Via Bonncoupagni 16
00187 Rome
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ETHIOPIA - ETHIOPIE

Delegate
Teketel Forssido
Minister of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture
P. O. Box 62347
Addis Ababa

Alternates
Redai Berhane Gebrehiwoi
Alternate Permanent Representative
Rome Via Andrea Vessalio
00161
Italy

Ghebre-Medhin Belay

Head

Planning & Programming Dept.
Ministry of Agriculture

P. O. Box 100499

Addis Ababa

GABON

GAMBIA - GAMBIE

Delegate
Sukai Bojang
Deputy Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture & Natural
Resources
The Quadrangle
Banjul

Alternates
Mamadi Ceesay
Principal Planner
Department of Planning
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural
Resources
5 Marina Parade
Banjul

Fasainey Dumbuya
Deputy Director
Department of Planning

Ministry of Agriculture and Natural
Resources

The Quadrangle
Banjul

Albert Cox

Chairman National Agricultural Research
Board

Ministry of Agriculture

NARI

Yundum Research Station

Western Division

GHANA

Delegate

M. K. S. Akyeampong

Deputy Minister

Ministry of Food and A griculture
P. O. Box M37

Accra

Alternates

Mallam I. Seidu

Alternate Permanent Representative to FAQ
Ghana Embassy

Rome.

Mrs Rosanna Agble
Head of Nutrition
Ministry of Health
P. O. Box M78
Accra

Philip Oduro-Ofrikyi

Member of Parliament

Chairman of Parliamentary Committee on
Agriculture, Cocoa and Forestry

Parliament House

Accra
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Deputy Director-General
(Agriculture Research) Deélégué
Council for Scientitic and Industrial Antonio Isaac Monteiro
(CSIR) Ministre du Développement et de
P. O. Box M 32 I'’Agriculture
Accra Ministére du Développement et de
I'Agriculture
B.P. 71
GUINEA - GUINEE Bissau
Délégue Suppléants
Mme Bangoura Makale Camara Kaoussou Diombera
Ministre de }'Agriculture, de 'Elevage Directeur de Cabinet
et des Foréts Ministére du Développement Rural et de
Ministére de I'Agriculture, de 'Elevage Y'Agriculture
et des Foréts B.P. 71
B. P. 576 Bissau
Conakry
Alcilia Maria Monteiro
Suppléants Directrice des Services de I'Agriculture
El Hadj Sankoumba Fadiga Ministéere du Développement Rural et de
Ambassadeur I'’Agriculture, MDRA
Ministere des Affaires Etrangéres B.P.71
Conakry Bissau
Mohamed Joe Bangoura KENYA
Directeur national de I'Agriculture
Secrétaire national du Sommet mondial Delegate
de I'Alimentation Simeon Nyachae
Ministere de 1'Elevage et des Foréts Minister for Agriculture, Livestock
B. P. 576 Development and Marketing
Conakry Ministry of Agrieulture, Livestock
Development and Marketing
Nairobi
Nabimoussa Touré
Conseiller Alternates
Ministére de I'A griculture, de 'Elevage Gideon N. Nyaanga :
et des Foréts Ambassador and Permanent Representative to
B.P. 576 FAO
Conakry : Kenya Embassy
Via Archimede 164
00197 Rome
Cé Gamy
Chef de la section O.N.U au Ministére Paul Chepkwony
de I'Agriculture, de I'Elevage et des Agricultural Attaché
Foréts et Chargé d'Agriculture au Kenya Embassy
Ministére du Plan et de la Coopération, Via Archiméde 164
MPCI Rome
B. P. 1210

Conakry
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David G. Kingori

Assistant Director

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock
Development and Marketing

P. O. Box 30028, Nairobi

LESOTHO

Delegate
: Mophatl Mabitle M. P.
Minister of Agriculture and
Cooperatives
Ministry of Agriculture, Cooperatives
and Marketing
P. O. Box 24
Maseru

Alternates
Moorosi Vemnet Raditapole
Ambassador, Permanent Representative
to FAO
Embassy of Lesotho
Via Porta Pertusa 4
Rome 00165

H. Makhooane

Principal Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Cooperative
Marketing and Youth Affairs

P. O. Box 24

100 Maseru

Teleko J. Ramotsoari

Director

Department of Economics and
Marketing

Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives

P. O. Box 24

Maseru

Maxwell Tieiso Khalema
Alternate Representative
Embassy of Lesotho

Via Di Porta Pertusa, 4
00165

Rome

M. Mohapi

Senior Economist
Ministry of Planning
P. O. Box 630
Maseru

LIBERIA

LIBYA - LIBYE

Delegate
Milad Abdessalam Shmeyla
Ambassador, Permanent Representative to
FAO
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Via Vomenlana
Rome

Alternate
Mohammad Rida Idris
Technical Attaché, Alternate Permanent
Representative to FAO
Via Nonentan
Rome

MADAGASCAR

Délégué
Henri Andriambololona
Chef du Service des Etudes économiques
Secrétaire National
Ministére de I'Agriculture et du
Développement Rural
Antananarivo

MALAWI

Delegate
Mapopa Chipeta
Minister of Agriculture and Livestock
Development
P. O. Box 30134
Lilongwe 3
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Alternates

Soviet P. Kamwendo

Controller of Agricultural Services
(NRDP)

Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Develoment

P. O. Box 310134

Lilongwe

Renard Heck Edward Mapemba
Principal Economist _
Ministry of Economic Planning and
and Development

P. O. Box 30136

Lilongwe

Austin Suzgo Kumwenda

Director of Agricultural Research
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Development

P. O. Box 30779

Lilongwe 3

John J. Kapito

Consumers Association of Malawi
Private Bag 6

Blantyre 8

Délégué

Modibo Traoré

Ministre du Développement rural et de
I’Environnement

Ministére du Développement rural et
de 'Environnement

Bamako

Suppléant

Abdoulaye Touré

Conseiller technique

Ministére du Développement rural et
de I'environnement

B.P. 61

Ramako

MAURITANIA - MAURITANIE

Délégué
Ahmed Salem Ould Ahmed
Conseiller du Ministre
Ministére du Développement rural et de
I'environnement »
B. P. 1135
Nouakchott

MAURITIUS - MAURICE
MOROCCO - MAROC

Délégué
Driss Nadah
Ingénieur Agronome
Chef de Division des cultures industrielles
Ministére de I'Agriculture et de la mise en
valeur agricole
Rabat

MOZAMBIQUE

Delegate
Carlos Agostinho di Rosario
Minister
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Maputo

NAMIBIA - NAMIBIE

Delegate
Abraham Iyambo
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources
P. O. Box 13355
Windhoek

Alternates
Kahijoro Kahuure
Director of Extension and Engineering
Services
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Rural
Development
Privage Bag 13184
Windhoek
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Frangois Opperman
Managing Director
Nutri-Food

West Street 654
Okahandja

Ms Elina N. Ndadi
Foreign Relations Officer
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Private Bag 13347
Windhoek

NIGER

Délégué

Brah Mamane

Ministre du Développement Rural, de
'Hydraulique et de I’ Environnement
Ministére du Développement Rural, de
I'Hydraulique et de I' Environnement
Niamey

Suppléants

Mrs Hadizatou Ibrahim
Charge d'Affaires, a.i.
Ambassade du Niger a Rome
Via A. Baiamonti, 10

00195 Roma

Idrissa Chipkao

Directeur de I'Agriculture

Ministére du Développement Rural, de
'Hydraulique et de 'Environnement
B. P. 323

Niamey

Seydou Boureima

Directeur adjoint de 'Elevage
Ministére du Développement rural, de
I'Hydraulique et de I'Environnement,
Direction Elevage et Industries
Animales

Niamey

Mamoudou Hamadou
Coordonnateur-adjoint

Unité Technique d’Appui/Direction de
I'Environnement

Ministere du Développement rural, de
'Hydraulique et de 'Environnement
B. P. 578, Niamey

Adam Zakariaou Maiga
Chef Division

Direction des Organisations et Conférences

Internationales

Ministére des Relations Extérieures
B.P. 396

Niamey

NIGERIA

Delegate
Basil Ukpong
Minister
Alternate Permanent Secretary
Embassy of Nigeria
Rome

RWANDA

Délégué
Augustin [yamuremye
Ministre de I'Agriculture et de I'Elevage
Ministére de 'Agriculture et de I'Elevage
B. P. 621
Kigali

Suppléants
Jean Bagiramenshi
Directeur de la Production Animale
Ministére de 1'Agriculture et de 'Elevage
B. P. 621
Kigali

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE
SAO TOME ET PRINCIPE

SENEGAL

Délégué
Robert Sagna
Ministre d'Etat
Ministre de I'Agriculture
Building Administratif, 3éme étage
Dakar
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Suppléants

Mame Balla Sy

Ambassadeur

Ambassade du Sénégal a Rome
68, Via Guilia

00185 Rome

Amadou Moustapha Kamara
Directeur de I'Agriculture
Ministére de I'Agriculture
14 Av. Damine Gyéye

B. P. 486

Dakar

Mohamed El Habib Ly

Directeur de 1Unité de Politique
Agricole

Ministére de 1'Agriculture

B. P. 486

Dakar

Baba Dioum

Coordonnateur Général de la
Conférence des Ministres de
I'Agriculture de Y'Afrique de 'Ouest et
du Centre

Secrétaire National du Sommet
Mondial de I'Alimentation

Ministére de I'Agriculture

B. P. 15799

Dakar

Célestine Wetohossou

Assistante Secrétaire

Sommet Mondiale de I’Alimentation
Ministeére de I'Agriculture

B. P. 15799

Dakar

Mille Aminata Keita

Assistante Secrétaire National
Sommet Mondial de I'Alimentation
Ministere de 1’Agriculture

B. P. 15799

Dakar

SEYCHELLES

SIERRA LEONE

Delegate
Manso E. Samura
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
W4 Wilberforce
Freetown

Alternate
Lamina Feika
Director General
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural
Resources
Freetown

SOUTH AFRICA - AFRIQUE DU SUD

Delegate
Julian Alexis Thomas
Agricultural Counsellor
Ministry of Agriculture
S. A. Embassy
Via Tando, 14
00198 Roma
Italy

Alternates
Masipula Mbongwa
Chief Director
National Department of Agriculture
Private Bag X 250
Pretoria 0001

Timothy Thobane
Agricultural Economist
Ministry of Agriculture
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, 0001

Chris Du Toit

President

South African Agricultural Union
Ministry of Agriculture

P. O. Box 1508

Pretoria
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Mrs Lydia Greling
Assistant Director

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Private Bag X152

Pretoria 0001

Ms Désiré Terblanche
Deputy Director - Economics
Ministry of Agriculture
Private Bag X116

Pretoria 0001

SUDAN - SOUDAN

Delegate
Ahmed Al-Tagani
Ambassador
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Khartgum

Alternate
Abdel Galil Abdel Gabar Ahmed
Under Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Animal Health
Khartoum

SWAZILAND

Delegate
Chief Dambuza II Lukhele
Minister for Agriculture and
Cooperatives
P. O. Box 162
Mbabane

Alternates
Patrick K. Lukhele
Director of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives
P. O. Box 162
Mbabane

Samuel M. Dlamini

Senior Agricultural Economist
Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives

P. O. Box 162

Mbabane

Alfred F. Hlatshwako
Private Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture and
Cooperatives

P. O. Box 162

Mbabane

TANZANIA - TANZANIE

Delegate
Paul Peter Kimiti
Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
P. O. Box 9192
Dar-Es-Salaam

Alternates
Joseph Kong'onheli Mhella
Permanent Representative to FAO
Tanzania Embasssy
Via Ombrone 3
00198 Rome

Daniel A. Kajumulo

Director

Food Security Department

Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
P. O. Box 9192

Dar-Es-Salaam

TOGO

Délégué
Yao Do Felli
Ministre du Développement Rural et de
I'Hydraulique Villageoise
Ministére du Développement Rural et de
'Hydraulique Villageoise
B. P. 385
Lomé

Suppléants
Ekoué K. Assiongbon
Directeur Général du Développement Rural
B. P. 341
Lomé
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Mme Akossiwa Duyiboe
* Conseiller technique
Secrétaire National du Sommet
Mondial de 1'Alimentation
Ministére du Développement Rural et
de I'Hydraulique Villageoise
B. P. 385
Lomé

Mme Adaku Sittu de Gonzague
Chargee d'Etudes

Secrétaire National du Sommet
Mondial de I'Alimentation

Ministére du Développement Rural et
de I'Hydraulique Villageoise

B. P. 4146

Lomé

Mme Ayélé Mawuto Gninofou
Directrice de la planification et de la
programmation

Direction Générale du Développement
Rural

B. P. 341

Lomé

TUNISIA - TUNISIE

Délégué
Mohamed Lassoued
Sous-directeur de la coopération
Ministere de I'Agriculture
Tunis

UGANDA - OUGANDA

Delegate
John W. Wagonda-Muguli
Permanent Secretary ‘
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Industry and Fisheries
P. O. Box 102
Entebbe

Mrs Ruth Okwele

Desk Officer FAO

Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Industry and Fisheries

P. O. Box 102

Entebbe

ZAIRE

Délégué
Dr. Nawej Astrid Tshikung
Ministre de 1'Agriculture et du
Développement rural
Immeuble IIéme République No. 75
Kinshasa

Suppiéants
Mapela Nga-Ma
Secrétaire général & 'Agriculture
Ministére de I'Agriculture et du
Développement Rural
B. P. 8722
Kinshasa

Mutombo Mansoj

Conseiller

Ministére de I'Agriculture et du
Développement Rural

Immeuble IIeme République No. 75
Kinshasa

ZAMBIA - ZAMBIE

Delegate
Musonda Mpande
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Agriculture, Food &
Fisheries
Lusaka

Alternates
Russell Mulele
Director of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries
P 0. Box 50291
Lusaka

Julius J. Shawa

Principal Economist

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Fisheries

P. O. Box 50197

Lusaka
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ZIMBABWE
Tobias Takavarasha
Delegate Deputy Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
D. R. Norman Private Bag 7701

Minister of Agriculture
Private Bag 7701
Causeway, Harare

Causeway, Harare

Alternates

Boniface Ndimande
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
Private Bag 7701
Causeway, Harare

OBSERVERS FROM MEMBER NATIONS NOT SERVICED IN THE REGION
OBSERVATEURS DES ETATS MEMBRES QUI NE SONT PAS DE LA REGION

UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI HOLY SEE - SAINT-SIEGE

Mr Ian Symons

United Nations and Commonwealth
Department

Overseas Development Administration
London

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA -
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE

Thomas Austin Forbord
Permanent Representative to FAO
U.S. Mission to FAO-

Rome

Ms Lynnette Wagner

Deputy Administrator

Foreign Agricultural Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, D.C.

Lisa Smith

Agency for International Development
Office of Population,

USAID Health & Human Development
320 21st Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20523

Holy Rev. Alois Wagner
Archbishop

Permanent Observer to FAO
Palazzo S. Caisto

V-00120 CITTA del Nationo
Rome

Dr. Evi Tresp
Secretary

Polezzo Son Calistone
V-00120 Ciha del
Vaticano

Joseph Parcouda
Expert

Economiste Financier
01 BP 1922
Ouagadougou

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE

Robert Dolger

Ambassade de la République Fédérale de
I'Allemagne

B.P. 600 Ouagadougou 01

Burkina Faso



CANADA

Virginie Saint-Louis

Conseiller

Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres
Développement économique et social
125 Promenada Sussex

Ottawa, Ontario

KIAO62

NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS

Joos Koster
Ambassade des Pays Bas
Ouagadougou

Adrian Oomen
Olv Plein 21
6213AJ Maastricht (NL)
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FRANCE

Alain Revel

Ingenieur en Chef du GREF
Ministére de 1'Agriculture
INRA-ESR

F-78850 GRIGNON

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND
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APPENDIX D
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Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. 20 April 1996

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
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CONTRIBUTION OF THE 19TH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA TO
THE DRAFT WORLD FOOD SUMMIT DOCUMENTS

1. Member countries of the Africa Region reiterated their unanimous support for the
World Food Summit and the importance of ensuring a broad-based preparatory process at the
national, regional and international levels. A number of ministers reported on their
preparations, and drew on the conclusions of their national position papers to contribute to the
regional debate,

2. Appreciation was expressed for the quality of the documents submitted in relation to
the draft World Food Summit Policy Statement and Plan of Action (ARC/96/3, ARC/96/4 and
ARC/96/4 Sup.]) and of the additional contributions provided by participants, which great]y
enriched the debate and constituted a clear recognition by governments, other inter-
governmental organizations and non-governmental organizations of the importance of the
World Food Summit for Africa.

3. The Regional Conference heard a presentation of the draft African Common Position
on Food Security and Agricultural Development by the OAU Secretariat. The Regional
Conference also heard a presentation of the recommendations of the FAO/NGO Consultation,
which had taken place immediately prior to the Regional Conference. The Regional
Conference welcomed these documents as valuable contributions to its own discussions and
to the preparations for the World Food Summit, and noted that they would be considered, in
further stages of the preparatory process.

4. In considering the draft of the Policy Statement and Plan of Action, contained in
ARC/96/3, the Regional Conference endorsed the comments prepared by the members of the
African Group in Rome (Annex I).

5. Particular stress was placed on the need to ensure the appropriate “political” tone in
the Policy Statement, and to reaffirm the fundamental and inalienable right of access to food.
It was emphasized that the commitment to ensuring the conditions necessary to the effective
realization of this right required recognition of the ethical and moral imperative of meeting
basic human needs.

6. With regard specifically to the Plan of Action, the Regional Conference emphasized
the importance of building on the results of previous summits and conferences, and the
relevance of the conclusions and commitments of the 1992 FAO/WHO International
Conference on Nutrition, particularly with respect to the role of access to food, to health
services and education and training in improving nutrition.

7. Considering the food security situation and issues in the Africa Region, the Regional
Conference generally agreed with the analysis and conclusions contained in ARC/96/4. It
stressed, however, that much more attention needed to be paid to the burden of Africa’s
external debt, to the deteriorating terms of trade experienced by so many countries of the
region, to the major difficulties occasioned by the implementation of structural adjustment
programmes, and to the impact of migration and refugee flows within and outside the region.
While solutions to these problems also called for international solidarity, the Regional
Conference affirmed the need to strengthen inter-country, sub-regional and regional
cooperation, and to rely increasingly on the potential of the region’s internal market.
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8. The Regional Conference stressed that the contribution to the Summit preparatory
proce:.s should recognize the urgency of action in the seven major areas identified in Part III
of AR7./96/4 (Annex II). To sharpen the focus and supplement the text in those seven major
areas, the Conference considered that particular priority should be given to the following:

9. Enabling political and economic environment for food security (paras. 52-55)

- ensuring policy frameworks and broad-based conducive to achieving food for
all;

- according greater priority to agriculture and rural development in national
programmes and budgets and mobilizing the necessary domestic investment,
both public and private;

- the imperative need to involve civil society and small-scale producers’
organizations in all efforts to improve food security;

- continuing the search for practical and effective solutions to the debt problem
such as converting the debt into a fund to support the financing of agricultural
development and food security programmes;

- recognizing the impact on African agriculture of market liberalization,
globalization of economies and structural adjustment policies, and minimizing
their negative effects, with a view to securing remunerative prices for primary
agricultural commodities;

- " securing the necessary external resources to support reforms;
10. Improving food access for vulnerable groups (paras. 56 to 58)

- the importance of ensuring access by the poorest, notably women and youth,
to land and productive resources, andfor income-generating activities ;

- the need for priority attention to targeted measures aimed at ensuring
household food security and better nutrition, especially for women and
children;

11. Ensuring adequate and timely food aid and emergency assistance (paras. 59-61)

- the desirability of relying as much as possible on triangular food aid
operations to stimulate food production regionally, and/or on monetization of
food aid;

12. Enhancing domestic food supply capacity (paras. 62-65)

- the overriding importance of mobilizing domestic capacity to increase food

production sustainability, and in particular of improving water management

and control, and ensuring transfer of appropriate and affordable technology;

- the need to reconcile measures to increase production and productivity with .
those aimed at protecting and conserving land and water resources;
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- promoting research and extension capabilities, development of and greater
reliance on indigenous sources of food, paying adequate attention to storage
and processing;

- giving greater attention to aquaculture and fisheries, agro-forestry, livestock
development, substitution .of drug crops, programmes of integrated pest
management (IPM) and integrated plant nutrition systems (IPNS);

- addressing the problem of major livestock diseases particularly those of a
trans-boundary nature, which curtail the development of sustainable mixed
farming;

13. Enhancing export earning capacity to meet import needs (paras. 66-68)
- the need to take advantage of the special measures foreseen in the Uruguay
Round agreement to assist the least developed and net food-importing
developing countries, as well as measures concerning minimurm access to the

markets of importing countries;

- strengthening of sub-regional and regional trade in agricultural and other
products, and of national systems of food processing and food quality control;

14. Accelerating agricultural and rural development (paras. 69-72)

according the requisite priority to improvement of land tenure systems;
- improving infrastructure to open up isolated rural areas;

- improving access to credit and mobilizing rural savings, including through
private associations and rural financial institutions;

- facilitating access by rural families to income-generating activities to
supplement the revenue they earn from agriculture;

15.  Enhancing human development and social participation (paras. 73-80)

- the urgency of implementing agreements reached in Rome, Cairo, Vienna,
Copenhagen and Beijing to address the related problems of malnutrition,
population growth, poverty, unemployment, social disintegration as well as
human rights in general and the need to achieve democracy for all and the full
and equal participation of women;

- the special importance of programmes of education and training for both food
producers and consumers, as well as of primary education particularly for
girls;

16. Finally, the Regional Conference stressed the importance .of clearly indicating
responsibilities for implementing the plan of action, and time frames to facilitate monitoring
of the follow-up. In particular, it endorsed the proposal to set up National Food for All
Campaign Committees to achieve food security and ensure at national level the implementation
of the Plan of Action (Annex II). It reiterated in this connection the need to fully mobilize the
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efforts and resources of all actors, including governments, international organizations and
financing institutions, the private sector, the civil society, women and youth, for concerted
action to address the problems and realize the potential of Africa to ensure food security for
its peoples.

17. In conclusion, the Regional Conference decided to transmit the present report and
appendixes to the Gommittee on World Food Security (CFS) as the position of the Africa
region for the elaboration of the documents to be submitted to the World Food Summit. It
stressed that further refinements would be provided through the participation of the region's
member countries in the work of the CFS, which was entrusted with the task of synthesizing
contributions from all regions, as well as from a broad spectrum of governmental and non-
governmental organizations.

18. Pursuant to OAU Resolution CM Res.1643 (LXIII) on the World Food Summit, the
Common Position of the African Ministers of Agriculture as reflected in the report of the
19TH FAO Regional Conference will be forwarded by the Director-General of FAO to the
Secretary-General of OAU for submission to the Sixty-fourth Ordinary Session of the Council
of Ministers and the Thirty-second Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity.
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ANNEX 11

EXTRACT FROM DOCUMENT ARC/96/4
"WORLD FOOD SUMMIT: FOOD SECURITY SITUATION
AND ISSUES IN THE AFRICA REGION”

and
DOCUMENT ARC/96/4-Sup. 1
"FOOD FOR ALL CAMPAIGN"

presented to the Nineteenth FAO Regional
Conference for Africa
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ANNEX I
to APPENDIX D

WORLD FOOD SUMMIT

Draft Political Declaration and Plan of Action
FAO Regional Conference for Africa
The contribution of the African Group in Rome

References Comments and proposals for SYNTHESES
amendments
Political The draft political declaration still The new version of the Political
Declaration contains too much technical Declaration is better than the
descriptions to be suppressed and previous one but:
enriched by concepts showing an - lacks political willingness
active and accurate political - the fundamental inalienable
willingness human food right should be

reaffirmed as well as the
commitment of every country
including the LDP to ensure
conditions for the effective
achievement of this right




References Comments and proposals for SYNTHESES

amendments
General - the need to target areas suffering
Comments much more from hunger and

malnutrition: defining causes and
set up “an hunger map” in order to
better apprehend the phenomenon
and to face it.

- to bring a solemn support to the
special initiative launched by UNO
together with the World Bank in
favour of Africa

- to continue to support FAO
special programmes

- the importance of the
management of the natural
resources, their conservation, for a
sustainable development
particularly Fishery

- to turn into a good account the
Agreements of Uruguay Round
towards lower income and food
deficit Countries.

- the liberalization of the
international trade (lifting of tariffs
and non-tariffs barriers, access to
LDC agrcultural market products.)

- mass participation (particularly
women and youth) at every stage
of the development including
training, health, and the transfer of
technology

- the importance to commit
solemnly to strengthen the
international, regional, and sub-
regional cooperation and the
international solidarity including .
Bretton Woods Institutions and the
Rome-Based Institutions, the leader
of which is FAO- identify obstacles
to the realization of food security
in the LDP particularly:

" . poverty, the suppression of which

in addition to the humanitarian
duty it implies, will give the
opportunity of an economic
development for all countries.

. unfavourable global economic
environment

. lack of research and transfer of
technologies and poor level of
national and international
agricultural investments
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References

Comments and proposals for
amendments

SYNTHESES

Political
Declaration

Avoiding the temptation to re-
write the draft declaration, it
would be however important to
make sure:

- to adopt wise approaches when
defining the concept of food
security not to fall into
insurmountable difficulties

- to reconsider the experiences
acquired from previous Sumrnits
and Conferences particularly those
of New York (on Child),
Copenhagen (Social), Rio
(Environment and Development),
Beijing (Women), Cairo
(Population).
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References

Comments and proposals for
amendments

SYNTHESES

- to deal with the Convention on
decertification particularly the
ratification of its funds in view of its
implementation _

- settlement of the overall LPD debt
problem

- Uruguay round: compensatory
measures; assistance to low income
and food deficit countries; transfer of
technology

- to declare the forthcoming decade,
“International Decade” with “Food
and Health for all”

- mobilization of appropriate financial
resources in the scope of the existing
mechanisms including the
reconversion of a portion of the LDC
external debt for the effective
implementation of the commitments
and the actions scheduled to take
place, their follow-up and their
execution

- - to deal with the food commodities

processing and storage in the LDC,
and the transfer of technologies

- to improve the production, yield,
and effective sharing out of all
agricultural, forest and fishery
products

- the preliminary condition for a
sustainable and harmonious
development is and remains peace,
and political stability to reaffirm the
support for FAO principles and
objectives, the political support to the
Organization and other Institutions
such as IFAD and WFP

- the Commitment of all the
Organizations in the United Nations
System, Bretton Woods Institutions
and other international, sub-regional,
regional, national, financial
organizations, private sector, civilian
society, NGOs and the European
Union to bring the necessary support
for the achievement of global food
security.
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References

Comments and proposals for
amendments

SYNTHESES

para. 2

- keep only the last sentence ” we
confirm... deserving”

para. 3

- change the first sentence as follows:
nowadays 20 % of the World
Population are affected by hunger and
the LDC are much more affected than
all

para. 4

- after the second sentence, replace
full stop by a coma and add ” what
is technically possible “ - replace the
last sentence by phrases pull out from
UNCED.

para. 6

- change the last sentence which
should read as follows: “We give a
strong priority to the development of
rural areas and we recognize the
various functions in agriculture”.

- in the last sentence after “rural
zones” add “ with the growth of food
production”, instead of “migration”
put “ rural exodus”

para. 7

- cancel in the second sentence,
permanent after dialogue

para. 8

- in the last line, put “rural
development and diversified food
production ”

para. 9

- after “policy”, add “programme”;
on the last line but one after “system”
insert “of production”
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References Comments and proposals for SYNTHESES
amendments
para.10 - on the third line, the appropriate

adjective coming after policies lines
up English on

French ; and cancel ” and our
consdmptions”




References

Comments and proposals for
amendments

SYNTHESES

para. 12

- If we admit that the Summit is not
a conference of contributions
announcement, it is however essential
that the signatories of the declaration
commit themselves to mobilize
necessary resources for the
implementation of acquired actions
for the realization of food security,
overcome hunger and poverty;
introduce a paragraph translating this
and recalling for the commitments
undertaken in this view in Rio,
Quebec, Copenhagen, Cairo and
Beijing

- in the second line, replace
“multinational” with “international”

i) first line, after “based”, put
“especially” (based especially...)

ii) should be read as follows: "we
cooperate and strengthen our
assistance and solidarity in the
achievement of the objectives
contained in this Declaration, as well
as the implementation and the follow-
up of the Plan of Action of World
Food Summit”
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References Comments and proposals for SYNTHESES
amendments
Plan of More concrete proposals will come The Plan should be:
Action and up with the African Regional - more concrete;,
General Conference particularly for the - more accurate in defining and
Comments identification and the quantification quantifying objectives and in

of the objectives and actions.

determining the deadlines of
realizations;

- be subject to periodical evaluation
concerning the concrete action to
be decided which should be
operational;

- clarify the responsibility in the
implementation of decided actions
underlying especially, béside the
role of the government and civilian
society, the role of the International
Institutions particularly FAO,
[FAD, WFP, WHO, UNICEF,
WTO, UNCED

- deal with the issue on financing
the action, and objectives of the
Summit;

- reconsider big issues on the
suppression of poverty, external
debt, drought and decertification
(implementation of the related
United Nations Convention, the
agreement of the Uruguay Round,
therefore the growth,
diversification, storage, and
processing of the agricultural
products;

- strengthen the international
cooperation
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[II.  ACTIONS TO ADDRESS REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY

Draft contribution of the Africa Regional Conference to the
Plan of Action of the World Food Summit

47. Africa, which accounts for more than half of the total number of Low-Income Food-
Deficit countries (LIFDCs) is the one region where the food security situation has deteriorated,
rather than improved, over the past decades. Apart from the growing numbers of chronically
food insecure people, which would likely account for about one-third of the population of the
region by 2010, the number of refugees and displaced persons, as a result of both man-made
and natural factors, is growing. Immediate emergency needs are absorbing a considerable
amount of national and international resources at the expense of longer-term development.

48. In order to reduce the extent of undernutrition in Africa much below what is currently
forecast for the year 2010, a major effort must be made to increase overall food supplies as
well as access to food through increased incomes and food assistance. To this effect strong
action is needed to improve the general macroeconomic, institutional and infrastructural
environment, with an emphasis on food and agricultural development, so as to raise levels of
food production significantly above rates of population growth. The achievement of such
higher levels of production growth will require significant gains in labour and land
productivity, given the physical and environmental constraints to area expansion and the high
rates of population growth and urbanization. Efforts will also be needed to enhance fisheries
resource management and production, given the significant contribution of fish to food security
in the region. At the same time, urgent measures will be needed to build the infrastructure and
marketing systems that would enable a regular flow of affordable food to urban and rural
populations.

49. To achieve food security for the continent, however, increases in food production must
necessarily be complemented by efforts to ensure adequate levels of food supply. This
implies, on the one hand, determined efforts to enhance the export-earning capacity of the
countries of the region to allow for the financing of commercial food imports and, on the
other, a readiness by the international community to provide sufficient levels of food aid.
Access to food must be improved through overall economic development with a particular
emphasis on rural development, but food access to poor and vulnerable groups must also be
secured through special programmes.

50. It is estimated that, for a growth in primary agricultural production of 2.9 percent
annually during the period to the year 2010, as currently forecast by FAO, an investment of
approximately U5510 billion (1993 dollars) annually will be required. With this rate of
growth only seven countries would have over 2,700 calories per capita by 2010, all of which
have already reached this target or nearly so. In order to raise average calorie intakes to 2,700
in the remaining 35 countries, and taking account of an accompanying increase in imports, .
their production growth rate would have to accelerate from 3.0 percent, as currently forecast,
to 4.5 per cent yearly (and from 2.9 to 4-5 percent for the region as a whole). This would
imply annual investment requirements doubling, from U5510 to U5520 billion, in the region.
While such growth rates would engender immense difficulties, they give a measure of the
efforts that would be needed to achieve a significant betterment of food security in Africa.

51. Within the framework of the global Plan of Action of the World Food Summit, the
priority region-specific actions to achieve accelerated progress towards food security in Africa
are as follows:
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Enabling political and economic environment for food security
Basis for action

52. The region has been plagued by political tensions, wars, civil unrest and refugee
problems that have been major factors of food insecurity. Achieving food security objectives
will crucially depend on the ability of African leaders to bring an end to or at least
significantly reduce, such problems as well as ensuring stable and participatory political
institutions. In situations of violent conflict, safe passage and the refusal to use food as a
political weapon are conditions of the right to food for the threatened populations.

53. Market-oriented systems of macroeconomic management have been widely adopted
throughout the region, largely within the context of stabilization and structural adjustment
programmes introduced with the assistance of international lending institutions. However, the
degree of progress in implementing reforms has been uneven. Many countries have
encountered major difficulties in reducing state intervention and liberalizing markets, and the
initial process of reform has had negative repercussions particularly on poor food producers
and consumers, without, in many cases, adequate safety nets. Furthermore, the record of
macroeconomic achievements has been often disappointing.

Objectives
54. a) Ensure peace, stability and social participation to achieve food security in the
region;
b) Improve the economic environment for food security through macro-economic

stability and increased reliance on markets and private agents, as preconditions
for efficient resource reallocation in favour of agriculture and accelerated and
self-sustaining growth and rural development;

c) Pursue and intensify human-centered economic and sectoral reform that seeks
stabilization and growth along with social and environmental objectives.

Actions to be taken

55. a) Ensure the participation of all segments of society in civil life through
participatory and stable political institutions;
b) Mobilize national, regional and international initiatives to prevent conflicts
and to resolve emergency crises;
c) Accompany market-oriented economic reforms with social safety nets to

ensure access to food and, more generally, protect the most negatively
affected groups;

d) Identify and eliminate policies that discriminate against the agricultural and
food sector;

e) Further reduce distortive public intervention in marketing and prices;

f) Provide market incentives for private sector investment and productive
activities in agriculture;

g) Assign public resources in appropriate proportion to ensure the needed priority
for adequate infrastructure and support services to agricultural and rural
development;

h) Secure external resources for supporting reforms.
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Improving food access to poor and vulnerable groups
Basis for action

56. There is a major scope for interventions assuring access to food for poor and
vulnerable groups both in urban and rural areas. Many national food systems in Africa do not
at present ensure adequate protection for the poorest and most vulnerable groups particularly
in the countryside, but tend to favour the rich and the urban population. In addition, policies
of generalized, non-targeted implicit or explicit food subsidies in favour of urban areas tend
to be expensive. Indeed, experience has shown that the effectiveness of generalized food
subsidies in ensuring an adequate diet for those in need is questionable (everybody benefits
from such subsidies, they are distributionally regressive, they become expensive to maintain
and, depending on the level of the subsidy, they may be a distorting factor in the economyy).
Cost-effective income transfer schemes are needed so that the limited resources that are made
available reach those in need.

Objectives

57. Ensure access to adequate food also for the poorest and most vulnerable groups, both
in rural and urban areas at a sustainable cost to society.

Actions to be taken

58. a) [dentify vulnerable and food insecure groups in both rural and urban areas
(such as smallholder farmers, nomadic pastoralists, households short of labour,
households headed by women, the elderly and the disabled) and target direct
food security intervention at these groups;

b) Implement measures to increase production and the self-reliance of vulnerable
groups;
c) Implement employment and food-for-work schemes using the experience of

similar schemes elsewhere within and outside the region.

Ensuring adequate and timely food aid and emergency assistance
Basis for action

59. Even with the favourable scenarios for economic and agricultural development and
expansion of domestic food production, export earnings and incomes, in the short to medium
term food aid will remain indispensable for food security on the African continent, both to
counter emergency situations and the effect of seasonality on food supply and to ensure
adequate supplies overall in domestic markets. In spite of this, in recent years, food aid
deliveries by developed countries have been contracting.

60. a) Maintain adequate quantitative levels of food aid interventions to counter
emergency situations and the effects of seasonality and to ensure sufficient
levels of food supply to meet the needs of poor and vuinerable groups;

b) Minimize the negative impact of food aid intervention on incentives to
domestic producers.
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Actions to be taken

61. a) Guarantee and provide sufficient quantities of food aid to meet the needs of
importing countries both for emergency assistance and to ensure adequate
levels of supply on domestic markets, particularly in favour of vulnerable
groups;

b) Promote triangular food aid operation, as appropriate, thereby contributing
towards stimulating food production nationally and on the continent;

c) Improve the design of food aid programmes in support of food security
objectives;

d) Devise national and international programmes for emergency preparedness and
relief-to-development strategies at the national, regional and international
levels:

e) Strengthen early warning systems at the national and regional levels.

Enhancing domestic food supply capacity
Basis for action
62. Of all developing regions, Africa suffers from food insecurity most extensively and

42 countries in the region belong to the LIFDCs’ group. One root cause for this is the low
productivity in food and agricultural production, but at the same time most countries have the
physical potential for raising their food production significantly. Given the difficulty of
reliably financing external sources of food, an urgent need exists to mobilize the domestic
capacity to increase food supply quickly, especially in areas with high potential in terms of
productivity, sustainable resources and marketing, to meet the requirements of rising
populations in urban and food deficit areas.

63. a)

Objectives

To increase rapidly food supplies by at least 90 percent by the year 2010 for
the region as a whole, with priority given to staple foods, particularly from
areas that have good potential with favourable agro-ecological conditions and
with favourable infrastructure for distribution and marketing;

To launch, by the year 2000 in all 42 LIFDCs of the region, strategically-
conceived programmes for the above purposes so as to develop and expand
the centers of reliable domestic food supply;

To enhance sustainable management of natural resources in food and
agricultural production through adoption of farming systems and production
practices adapted to high potential and other areas.

Actions to be taken

At the national level

64. a)

Formulate and implement strategies "and programmes for rapidly increasing
food and agricultural production in selected areas with high potential for cost-
effective productivity improvements in a sustainable way, especially through
an appropriate combination of specialization and diversification in food
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production; by the year 2010 high potential rainfed areas should be expanded
by some 20-30 percent and those under irrigation by at least 20 percent, with
the emphasis on low-cost, small-scale, farmer-managed water-control systems;
reclaim progressively areas suitable for agricultural production, especially in
5.6 million km? of the moist savanna, by control and eradication of diseases,
such as river blindness, trypanosomiasis and malaria; improve fertility of
suitable tropical soils through large-scale rock phosphate and/or lime
application;

Increase the yield levels of food crop production, especially for staple crops
and where high potential resources can be sustainably mobilized, through the
adoption of more productive technologies adapted to improved farming
systems. In particular, raise cereal yields by 50 percent or more; expand the
availability to farmers of quality seeds and planting materials, particularly
cereals, roots and tubers, plantain and pulses. By the year 2010, improved
quality seed should supply at least 15 percent of farmers’ requirements
(presently about 5 percent); enhance and preserve soil fertility and plant
nutrition, including the promotion of integrated plant nutrition technologies;
Upgrade the effectiveness of water management. In particular, enhance the
efficiency of existing water control systems by 20 percent, through their
modemization and rehabilitation, control of salinity and waterlogging and
improved on-farm water management by farmers;

Develop and introduce farming systems and technologies adapted to
sustainable production in rainfed areas, including better water control, water
conservation and soil moisture management by farmers; use more drought and
disease resistant varieties of food crops to ensure a stable increase in
production and to reduce instability; N

Develop and disseminate management practices for the protection and
conservation of land and water resources, including appropriate cropping
systems and integration of forestry and trees against desertification;

Increase the productivity of livestock-based food (by at least 3-4 percent per
year for meat and by 3 percent or more for milk) through better integration
of livestock and crop production, veterinary care, breeds improvement and
improved animal nutrition through more sustainable and effective management
systems for grazing land, including the production of higher-quality fodders;
Reduce food losses in the entire chain of production, marketing and
processing, including post-harvest operation, through more effective and
sustainable practices, beginning with IPM at the production level and
throughout all levels;

Strengthen adaptive agricultural research and extension and dissemination
services to provide appropriate technologies for the variety of production
systems, especially to enhance production stability under rainfed, low-input
systems; strengthen production support services and rural finance mechanisms
at the field level;

Expand substantially fish production and supply to meet the increase in
demand, which is expected to nearly double to 8 million tons by 2010,
especially from aquaculture and inland fisheries. Improve the resource
management of marine fisheries;

Strengthen government capacity for planning, implementation, coordination
and monitoring of policies and programmes for rapid and sustainable
expansion in food production and supply.
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At sub-regional and regional levels

65. a) Expand and itensify, in collaboration with the Consultive Group op
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) centres located in the region,
cooperation in the exchange of appropriate technologies and approaches tq
food and agricultural production; '

b) Strengthen collaboration through joint programmes addressed to specific

actions such as trans-boundary plant pests and animal diseases and early
warning systems;

c) Expand cooperation in the joint management of shared resources, especially
shared water resources in common river basins and lakes, and in fishery
IESOUrces;

d) Improve and ensure maintenance of trans-border transportation infrastructure:

collaborate in the development of communication and logistic infrastructure.
Enhancing export earning capacity to meet import needs
Basis for action

66. The need to revitalize the export sector, along with efforts to diversify its base, is
particularly compelling since the region’s five financial requirements for meeting import needs
for subsistence and development are rapidly growing; the outlook for international-financial
assistance and food aid is less than promising, indicating growing pressure for locally-based
import capacity in the years ahead; market prospects are somewhat better for several major
commuodities exported by the region than during the disastrous past decade. At the same time,
the liberalization of international markets resulting from the conclusion of the Uruguay Round
may provide new opportunities for agricultural exporters. The policy emphasis on agricultural
exports, however, should not be detrimental, but complementary, to the food crop development
effort.

67. There is also the need to restore efficiency, dynamism and competitiveness to
traditional export sectors, while also diversifying the export base, as a means of raising
incomes particularly in rural areas, and of meeting growing import bills.

Actions to be taken

68. a) Pursue opportunities for enhancing regional trade, including: search for areas
~ of complementarity and harmonization of support, taxation and marketing
policies; cooperation in removing trade barriers across regional borders;
development of collective strategies for global trade negotiations to ensure fair
access to world markets and recognition of the need for special treatment to

the poor, agricultural trade-dependent countries of the region;
b) Provide infrastructural and services support for the increased efficiency,
reduced costs and enhanced competitiveness™ of agricultural export crop

production and marketing;

) Promote export diversification by incorporating both non-traditional high-
value products and value-added products through agro-processing;
d) Take advantage of the new opportunities that may arise from the liberalization

of international markets following the Uruguay Round;
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Explore the development of exports to emerging markets where economies are
rapidly expanding and/or per caput consumption of products exported by the
region is low;

Develop market outlook and information systems that provide accurate signals
to farmers and exporters;

Remove infrastructural, institutional and information obstacles to the
transmission of changes in world commodity prices to producers of export
Crops;

Introduce market-oriented mechanisms of price and revenue stabilization
including forward and future contracts, option contracts and swaps;
Establish national food control programmes to ensure the quality and safety
of food sold in the region both for domestic consumption and for export.

Accelerafing agricultural and rural development

Basis for action

69. Given the extensive nature of food insecurity and the severe resource constraints in
many areas, it is necessary to complement actions aimed directly at increasing food production
with efforts at more broad-based sustainable and participatory rural development. Whereas
in high-potential areas rural development will have a strong agricultural production-oriented
focus, in low-potential and marginal areas there is a need for economic diversification and for
an emphasis on preservation of fragile resource bases.

70. a)

b)
<)

Objective

To expand the effective participation of farmers and producers in the
agricultural and rural development process;

To improve self-reliant food security throughout rural areas incomes;

To promote and facilitate broad-based and more self-reliant rural development,
including improvements in infrastructure, better marketing arrangements,
access to improved technologies and supporting services and inputs, and more
secure land tenure arrangements.

Actions to be taken

At the national level

71. a)

b)

c)

d)

Promote and implement agricultural and rural development schemes targeted
at increasing on-farm and off-farm employment, and infrastructure for
improved services and marketing;

Devise financial and participatory mechanisms for maintenance and repair of
existing rural physical infrastructure;

Improve the land tenure and other property security of farmers and producers,
especially that of poor farmers and women farmers, not only for social equity
but also as incentives for better productivity and towards the sustainable
management of natural resources;

Enhance self-reliant participation of farmers in the planning and
implementation of development activities at the local community level by
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promoting participatory organization of farmers and producers, pamcula:ly
smallholders and women farmers;

e) Monitor and review the environmental effects of agricultural and rurq)
development, and incorporate lessons learnt in developmg appropriate
strategies and programmes.

At sub-regional and regional levels

72. Exchange and transfer lessons learnt on common problems in an effort to enhance
agricultural and rural development among countries in the region.

Enhancing human development and social participation
Basis for action

73. The region is experiencing high rates of population growth which have led to growing -
need for agricultural production expansion, increasing stress on natural resources and greater
demands for social services and human development resources. The region’s levels of general
education, access to information and health care have remained low. Inadequate structures for
education and training hinder overall development and food security at all levels of activity,
from basic farming to policy design and implementation. Large segments of the population
have remained economically and culturally marginalized. Women, in particular, play a major
role in agricuitural production and household food security, but have inadequate access to
work, training and production factors.

Objectives

74. a) Reduce the profound problems of overall rural poverty, unemployment and
social exclusion affecting the region, in accordance with the principles defined
by the Copenhagen World Summit for Social Development, as ba51c
prerequisites for achieving food security;

b) Integrate population concems into development strategies so as to maintain
rates of growth at levels compatible with possibilities for sustainably
expanding production and ensuring the well-being of every person;

c) Strengthen human resources for development and food security by improving
education and health standards, and ensure an adequate role and empowerment
of women in decision-making and operational activities.

Actions to be taken

At the national level

75. a) Develop national population policies consistent with the recommendations of
the Fourth World Conference on Population;
b) Reorient the allocation of resources for health, education and social services
to redress the relative neglect of the rural areas;
c) Promote broad participation in the formulation and implementation of food-

security-related programmes and actions, through decentralization,
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transparency and resources for strengthening the abilities of civil society as
well as in the development of local community organizations and activities;

d) Strengthen policies and programmes to achieve the equal participation of
women in all aspects of social life, particularly those contributing to the
achievement of food security, and to this end improve their access to all
resources required;

e) Reorient and design rural development policy and programmes to support
women’s health, education and financial needs as primary agricultural
producers.

At the sub-regional and regional levels

76. a) Strengthen regional cooperation as a means of understanding the implications
of trans-border migrations;
b) Create the conditions for a voluntary repatriation of refugees to their countries

of origin and their reintegration into their societies and activities in conditions
of safety and food access adequacy.

Responsibilities for implementing priority actions
At the National Level

77. National governments have the primary responsibility for creating the conditions
required for food security in their countries: first and foremost peace, and stable, participatory
institutions, with the rapid abatement of situations of armed conflict and civil unrest that have
been severe causes of food insecurity in most of the region. National governments are also
responsible for creating an economic and social environment conducive to fast, sustainable and
equitable growth, in which agricultural and rural development must play a central role. More
specifically, national governments will achieve food security through strong policy
commitment to the priority actions outlined above. This will require the provision of
appropriate structures and mechanisms and the involvement, not only of all relevant public
entities, but also of the private sector and of civil society in general.

78. National governments also have shared responsibilities with other countries within and
outside the region, international and non-governmental organizations, in the pursuance of food
security goals.

At the sub-regional and regional levels
78. The governments of the region should promote cooperation among themselves in:

a) Reinforcing regional cooperation mechanisms in agriculture and food policies
for food security, including the strengthening of African intergovernmental
organizations and research institutions;

b) Promoting the inter-exchange of technologies for food and agricultural
production, especially those applicable to rapid development in high potential
areas, including the establishment of technical cooperation networks;

c) Sharing experiences, technologies and resources for the development of
sustainable systems of food and agricultural production in rainfed areas;
d) Instituting joint programmes to combat trans-boundary plant pests and animal

diseases;



60

e) Extending the scope of national information and early warning systems intq
regional networks that provide crop and market outlook information;
f) Expanding cooperation in joint management of shared resources, particularly

shared water resources and fisheries resources, inter alia through the
strengthening of regional intergovernmental organizations;
g) Strengthening transborder transportation and other infrastructures.

At the international level

80. The international community and its institutions will provide support to national
Governments and relevant institutions in:

a) Formulating and implementing macroeconomic and sectoral policies that
improve the economic environment for food security;

b) Securing adequate financial support to food-deficit countries in the region that
face serious difficulties in financing their food needs;

c) Planning, executing and reviewing programmes and projects for rapidly

expanding food production and supply capacity in high-potential areas:
accelerating rural development; and ensuring sustainable use of natural
resources for food and agricultural production;

d) Strengthening early warning systems at both the regional and international
levels;

e) Implementing the United Nations Convention on Desertification;

f) Guaranteeing and maintaining adequate levels and the timely delivery of food

aid to counter emergency situations and to ensure adequate supplies at the
national level and seek to improve the design of food aid programmes in
support of food security;

g) Assist in devising, through appropriate cooperation with national governments,
programmes for emergency preparedness and relief-to-development strategies;
h) Implement the Uruguay Round Decision on Measures Concerning the

Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Prugramme on Least-Developed and
Ner Food-Importing Developing Countries.

Expected role of civil society

81. The policy emphasis on economic liberalization and a reduced role of the State in
marketing and price formation implies a correspondingly greater role of the private sector in
activities relating to food security including investment, agricultural production, marketing and
trade as well as the provision of inputs. Then new emphasis on broad-based development
implies greater involvement of previously marginalized segments of society, in particular
women, smallholders and the poor.

82. In particular the private sector, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and interest
groups have important roles to play in:

a) Technology transfer, investment and skills development through commercial
activities; \

b) Promotion of, and compliance with, major international agreements such as
the International Plant Protection Convention;

) Sustainable resources management; in particular the private sector plays a key

role in investing in irrigation development and water control;
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d) Providing farmers with inputs, services and marketing;

e) Undertaking private investment and commercial activities for ensuring
adequate and stable food supplies to urban areas;

£) Promoting and supporting programmes catering for the development of rainfed

areas. Non-governmental organizations, in particular, have many advantages
in working with local populations towards their participatory development for
tood security.

83. Society at large, including community institutions and local government and non-
governmental organizations, has the responsibility for ensuring the involvement and
empowerment of women in decision-making and operational activities of importance in
achieving food security.
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NINETEENTH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 16-20 April 1996
FOOD FOR ALL CAMPAIGN

L. In deciding to convene a World Food Summit at the level of Heads of State or
Government in Rome from 13 to 17 November 1996, the FAO Conference in its Resolution
Z/95, adopted on 31 October 1995, reaffirmed the “inalienable right to be free from hunger
and malnutrition” as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and
Malnutrition adopted by the World Food Conference in 1974. It also reaffirmed the need to
achieve food security for all, as included in the Fiftieth Anniversary Declaration on Food and
Agriculture. The Conference took into cognizance the fact that hunger and malnutrition could
constitute a threat to the security of nations, regions and the global community. It also
recognized that activities to ensure food security at all levels, in particular at the household
level, should be carried out within the framework of sustainable development as defined in
Agenda 21.

2. In deciding on the objectives of the Summit, the Conference stated inter alia that the
World Food Summit would raise global awareness of the food security problem and promote
the search for solutions, and would establish a policy framework and adopt a Plan of Action
for implementation by governments, international institutions and all sectors of civil society
to achieve sustained progress towards universal food security.

3. The Conference recognized the role of non-governmental organizations, the private
sector, academic and research institutions, the media and other groups in international
conferences and initiatives. In this connection, while inviting countries to participate actively
in the preparations and follow-up activities, the Conference encouraged the participation of
these sectors of society in the preparatory process, in the Summit itself as appropriate, -and in
follow-up actions.

4. In order to make the Summit and its outcome a success and to ensure that “Food for
All” is an achievable campaign, it is essential that follow-up actions to the Summit are carried
out in a concerted and coordinated manner at the country level with the participation not only
of the government, but also of non-governmental organizations, the private sector, academic
and research institutions, women, youth groups and civil society in general. Such participation
by different segments of society could be promoted through a mechanism set up at the country
level which would act as a mobilizing body in pursuing the goal of achieving food for all at
national and international levels. This mechanism would function as a driving force of a “Food
for All Campaign”, which could be launched by the World Food Summit in order to sustain
the momentum generated by it, support its work and ensure success of the follow-up activities.

5. The “Food for All Campaign” could strive to create a movement of informed public
opinion about the key issues concerning food security and their solution; promote development
and implementation of solutions to the food production and security constraints; and facilitate
dialogue and collaboration among governments, the private sector, non-governmental
organizations and the civil society at large. The Campaign could play a key role in facilitating
the implementation of the follow-up actions to the World Food Summit. This national
mechanism, which would be an important vehicle for the “Food for All Campaign”, could be
led by the non-governmental sector in order to encourage flexibility and innovation, as well
as to supplement the governmental FAO national committees with which it will have to
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develop strong links.

6. The Regional Conferences could consider recommending that the “Food for All
Campaign” be launched by the World Food Summit itself with an indication of the mandate

and objectives. The structure to sustain it would have to be adapted to the specific situation
of each country.
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SUMMARY OF THE MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

Irrigation Improvement and Expansion: A Challenge to Food Security in Africa

For the Attention of Governments

The Committee:

1.

recommended that assistance be sought (by governments) under the new UN Special
Initiative for Africa to fund special interventions for the development and management of
water for irrigation; (para l4e)

For the Attention of FAO

The Committee:

2.

recommended that FAO should assist member countries to explore the possibility of
TCDC! assistance for the development of low cost irrigation systems as well as the
transfer of adapted water lifting technologies; (para 14g)

recommended that FAO, in collaboration with the International Commission on Irrigation
and Drainage, and other concemed organizations assist in setting up Sub-Regional

Committees on Irrigation and Drainage with the view to:

(i) promote exchange of information and experience, inter and intra-regional
TCDC;

(ii) promote irrigation development. (para 14i)

recommended that FAO continue its assessment of the African irrigation potential using
different scenarios of water resources potential at river and lake basins. (para 14j)

African Agriculture and Natural Resources - Impacts of Recent Economic Reforms and

Prospects to 2010

For the Attention of FAO:

The Committee:

5.

urged FAO to continue with further analysis of the nature and impact of these programmes
particularly on the agricultural sector; (para 15d)

stressed the urgent need for FAO to assist countries and collaborate with other relevant
agencies (ECA, UNIDO, UNDP, World Bank etc.) in identifying and developing
appropriate strategies, and also mobilizing resources in order to achieve national and sub-
regional objectives in this regard; (para 15€) '

! Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries
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7. urged FAO to assist governments in identifying strategies directed at improving balance
of trade situations and finding solutions to indebtedness, improving investment

opportunities in the sector and encouraging a strong private sector participation; (para 15f)

Status of Control of Animal Trypanosomiasis in Africa

For the Attention of FAO

The Committee:

8. agreed with the recommendation that the prevention and control of African
trypanosomiasis be included as a component of food security in the documents related to
the World Food Summit. (para 16b)

Representation of the Region on the CGIAR

For the Attention of Governments

The Committee:

9. acknowledged that the development and transfer of appropriate technology needed a strong
cooperation between national, regional and international agricultural systems and the
participation of farmers organizations; (para 17¢)

10. decided on the establishment of a sub-committee to meet and select candidates for
presentation to and approval by the plenary; (para 17d)

11. the two regional representatives were not adequate, and proposed an increase in the
number of regional representatives who should be selected by sub-regional organizations

in consultation with FAQO; (para 18a)

12. proposed that each of the major sub-regional organizations i.e. CORAF, SACCAR and
ASARECA should nominate a representative to the CGIAR. (para 18b)

13. recommended that Burkina Faso be elected as regional representative to the CGIAR to
succeed Ghana for a four-year term effective from 1997. (para 18c¢)

For the Attention of FAQ

The Committee:

14. requested FAO to review the current criteria for establishing the sub-committee so as to
make it more acceptable to countries; (para 17b)
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I. INTRODUCTORY ITEMS

Organization

1. The Technical Committee of the Nineteenth FAO Regional Conference for Africa was
held from 16 to 17 April 1996, i1 the Conference Hall of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.

2. The Meeting was attended by 145 delegates from 47 Member Nations of the Region, 36
of which were represented at ministerial level; eight observers from Member Nations outside
the Region, two observers from the Holy See, five representatives of the United Nations

Specialized Agencies, 15 observers from intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations.

Opening Ceremony

3. The Meeting was addressed by the Assistant Director-General and FAO Regional
Representative for Africa, Mr B.F. Dada, and was formally opened by the Honourable Mr
Michel Koutaba, Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resources of Burkina Faso.

4. Mr Dada welcomed the delegates on behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Mr. Jacques
Diouf and expressed the deep appreciation of FAO to the Government of Burkina Faso for
accepting to host this meeting at very short notice. He thanked the Chairmen and all the
members of the National Organizing Committees for their dedication and efforts and in

particular the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for putting at our disposal its Conference facilities
for the meeting.

5. He affirmed that the Meeting was being held against the background of continued food
insecurity in Africa and reminded delegates of the causes and pemnicious effects of the
incidence of hunger and malnutrition. He pointed out that it was time to stop rhetoric and
implement bold initiatives to solve the problems of food insecurity in the region. He wished
the Meeting successful deliberations.

6. In his opening address the Minister welcomed all the delegates on behalf of the President,
His Excellency Mr Blaise Compaore, the Prime Minister and his Government and the People
of Burkina Faso. He elaborated how the scourge of famine and malnutrition still continued
to plague the countries in spite of their consistent and persistent efforts. He pointed out that
this should make the African countries more determined to meet the challenges in order to
ensure that the fundamental right to water and adequately nutritious diet was upheld.

7. He recounted the various efforts implemented at all levels of society under adverse
conditions in Burkina Faso to meet these challenges, and invited other countries of the region
to be united and to take the necessary measures in this direction.

8. He recalled the positive contributions of international organizations particularly the FAO
towards solving the problems of food insecurity and hoped that the forthcoming World Food
Summit would come up with definite policies, strategies and activities to be implemented for
solving hunger, famine and malnutrition. He acknowledged that this Conference would
contribute positively towards the preparation for the World Food Summit and wished the
participants fruitful deliberations. He then declared the Meeting open.
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Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Appointment of the Rapporteur

9. The Meeting unanimously elected Prof. Alassane Séré, Minister Delegate for Animal
Resources of Burkina Faso by acclamation, as its Chairman.

10. The Meeting then elected the rest of the members of the bureau as follows:

First Vice-Chairman: Mr TM. Taukobong, Deputy Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Botswana

Second Vice-Chairman: Mrs Ayele M. Gninofou, Director of Programme and
Planning, Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of
Togo '

Rapporteur: Mr Moorosi V. Raditapole, Ambassador and Permanent

Representative to FAO, Embassy of the Kingdom of
Lesotho, Rome

Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

I1. The Meeting then considered and adopted the agenda and timetable.

II. TECHNICAL ITEMS

World Food Summit

12. The meeting had extensive discussions and noted with satisfaction the contributions of
various groups, namely: the African Group of Permanent Representatives based in Rome, the
Organization of African Unity (OAU), the NGOs and the National Committees towards the
preparation of the World Food Summit. The Meeting commended FAO for facilitating the
work of these groups particularly in bringing NGOs to the FAO/NGO Consultation which had
preceded the Technical Committee.

13. The meeting discussed and then adopted the attached report for presentation to the Plenary
Session of the 19th FAO Regional Conference for Africa for consideration and possible

adoption by the ministers.

Irrigation Improvement and Expansion: A Challenge to Food Security in Africa

14. The meeting reviewed document ARC/96/5 and recognized the need for irrigation
improvement because of its high potential contribution to food security. The meeting
acknowledged the importance of the theme and thanked FAO for the valuable work in
promoting irrigation improvement and expansion as a means to overcoming food insecurity
in Africa. In particular the meeting:
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agreed with the main areas elaborated in the document’ under the subheadings “state of

"o

African irrigation”, “contribution of irrigation to food security”, “approaches to irrigation
improvement and expansion”, the “strategies for sustainable irrigation development” ang
endorsed the concluding recommendations, especially regarding the inclusion of the
SPFP’ philosophy into national agricultural plans, the need for policy review and reform,
capacity building, increased investment in irrigation, and irrigation management transfer
to farmers;

recalled that in spite of the long history of various food improvement strategies for Africa
which incorporated irrigation as an important component, the situation has rather
deteriorated; '

acknowledged that without irrigation the situation would deteriorate further, resulting in
high social cost and damage to natural resources base;

agreed that untapped important irrigation potential including inland valleys should be
developed, taking into consideration environmental and socio-economic factors;

recommended that assistance be sought under the new UN Special Initiative for Africa to
fund special interventions for the development and management of water for irrigation;

recognized the need for detailed cost-benefit analysis when planning and designing
irrigation schemes and called for the use of least cost-effective machinery, inter alia food
aid for imrigation;

emphasized the need to encourage development of low cost irrigation systems as well as
the transfer of adapted water lifting technologies; and in this regard, recommended that
FAO should assist member countries to explore the possibility of TCDC* assistance;

recognized the potential of the private sector to assist in large and small-scale irrigation
development in Africa and advised countries to set up local manufacturing of irrigation
equipment;
recommended that FAO, in collaboration with the International Commission on Irrigation
and Drainage, and other concermed organizations assist in setting up Sub-Regional
Committees on Irrigation and Drainage with the view to:

(i) promote exchange of information and experience, inter and intra-regional TCDC,

(ii) promote irrigation development; and

recommended that FAO continue its assessment of the African irrigation potential using
different scenarios of water resources potential at river and lake basins.

ARC/96/5

Special Programme on Food Production in support of Food Security in Low-Income
Food Deficit countries

Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries
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African Agriculture and Natural Resources - Impacts of Recent Economic Reforms and
Prospects to 2010 (Agenda [tem 6a)

15. The meeting commended the preparation of document ARC/96/7 which reviewed
agricultural development in Africa in the context of the new socio-economic environment.
[t noted with concern the declining performance of the agricultural sector in the region. In
particular, the meeting:

a. recalled that per caput agricultural production was declining while food imports were
expanding, resulting in increasing dependence on food imports, the rising share of food
aid in total cereal imports, low agricultural productivity, decline in real terms in export
earnings from agricultural commodities;

b. noted that a variety of fast growing alternative economic activities were developing in
traditional agricultural areas as a consequence of the poor performance of the sector, and
agreed that such developments should be studied more closely;

c. stressed the importance of developing appropriate strategies that would ensure the
improvement of the quality of available land, low-cost but effective water resources
management, strengthening of capacities and development of human resources for the
management and sustained supply of forest resources and products;

d. recalled the adverse effects of Structural Adjustment Programmes and the far-reaching
social and economic implications these programmes have, particularly on the agricultural
and rural sectors; it urged FAO to continue with further analysis of the nature and impact
of these programmes particularly on the agricultural sector;

e. recalled the importance and priority of food security in the region and the complex social,
political and economic factors that influence the achievement of such an objective in
particular high population growth rate in the region, possible adverse effects of the
implementation of the Agreement on Agriculture of the Uruguay Round, stressed the
urgent need for FAQ to assist countries and collaborate with other relevant agencies (ECA,
UNIDO, UNDP, World Bank etc.) in identifying and developing appropriate strategies,
and also mobilizing resources in order to achieve national and sub-regional objectives in
this regard;

f. urged FAO to assist governments in identifying strategies directed at improving balance
of trade situations and finding solutions to indebtedness, improving investment
opportunities in the sector and encouraging a strong private sector participation;

g. agreed that improved agricultural performance offers the best chance for progress towards
enhanced food security, poverty reduction and overall development, particularly in the sub-

sahdran countries.

Status of Control of Animal Trypanosomiasis in Africa (Agenda Item 6b)

16. The meeting noted that the information document ARC/96/INF/7 reviewed the current
status of trypanosomiasis control and recognized the constraint imposed by the disease on the
development of economic mixed farming. In particular the meeting:
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stressed the importance of the control of Animal Trypanosomiasis within the context of
food security and rural development in Africa and supported the FAO initiative for the
formation of an internationally-coordinated effort to combat the problem in a joint
secretariat with WHO, IAEA and OAU/IBAR; and

agreed with the recommendation that the prevention and control of African animal
trypanosomiasis bé included as a component of food security in the documents related to
the World Food Summit.

Representation of the Region on the CGIAR

17. The meeting considered document ARC/96/6 which reviewed the role of science and
technology in achieving food security in the region, especially its role in increasing food and
agricultural production and in enhancing natural resources conservation. The meeting:

a.

recalled the status of agricultural research in the region, recent developments in the
CGIAR system and the criteria for selecting member countries, including their
responsibilities and the effectiveness of representation;

requested FAO to review the current criteria for establishing the sub-committee so as to
make it more acceptable to countries;

acknowledged that the development and transfer of appropriate technology needed a strong
cooperation between national, regional and international agricultural systems and the
participation of farmers organizations;

decided on the establishment of a sub-committee to meet and select candidates for
presentation to and approval by the plenary;

18. The Sub-Committee met, examined the report on the CGIAR activities in the region and
observed that:

the two regional representatives were not adequate, and proposed an increase in the
number of regional representatives who should be selected by sub-regional organizations
in consultation with FAQ;

proposed that each of the major sub-regional organizations i.e. CORAF, SACCAR and
ASARECA should nominate a representative to the CGIAR.

recommended that Burkina Faso be elected as regional representative to the CGIAR to
succeed Ghana for a four-year term effective from 1997.
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1. OTHER MATTERS

Progress Report on_the Common African Agricultural Programme (CAAP)

19. The meeting noted that the Document ARC/96/INF/6 was an information document
prepared in response to the request by the 18th FAO Regional Conference for Africa
(Gaborone, Botswana 1994) that CAAP should be a standing item on its agenda, in order to
ensure the Conference’s continuing participation in monitoring the activities of CAAP. It
welcomed the actions that had been taken, since the last Regional Conference, by the various
organizations concerned viz:- the OAU Secretariat, Sub-Regional Economic Communities,
FAO and Member States, and noted what needed to be done to accelerate progress in-
agricultural cooperation and integration in response to CAAP and the AEC. The meeting:

a. noted that response by Member States to requests for observations and comments on the
revised CAAP document had been slow but that the Secretariat would proceed with the
process of finalizing the document immediately it received over 50 per cent of responses
from Member States to its request of 9 February 1995 and to present such a document to
a planned meeting on Food Security in 1997/98; ]

b. appreciated actions taken by Sub-Regional Economic Communities in connection with
implementations of CAAP recommendations so far and accepted suggestions intended to
accelerate the process of adopting the CAAP framework;

c. was informed that the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) had been

completely revitalized while the Economic Community of East African States had
established their Secretariat.

IV. CONCLUDING ITEMS

Approval of the Report

20. The meeting considered and adopted its report with some amendments.

Closure of the Technical Committee Meeting

21. In a brief closing speech to the Technical Committee, the Assistant Director-General/FAO
Regional Representative for Africa Mr. B. F. Dada thanked all the delegates for their support
in ensuring the successful outcome of the Technical Committee meeting. The final report of
the meeting would be transmitted to the Regional Conference for the appropriate follow-up
action. He thanked the Government of Burkina Faso for the excellent facilities made available
for the smooth running of the Conference. Finally he wished those delegates who might be
leaving ‘bon voyage’ and those who might be staying a pleasant stay.

22. The meeting was formally closed by the Chairman Mr. Alasssan Séré, Minister Delegate
for Animal Resources of Burkina Faso.
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Appendix F

STATEMENT BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF BURKINA
FASO ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURAL CEREMONY OF THE
19TH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

Ouagadougou, 16 April 1996

Mr. Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
Mr. Deputy Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity,

Distinguished Ministers and Heads of Delegation,

Honourable Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In convening the 19th FAO Regional Conference for Africa in Burkina Faso, a country
considered a striking example of all the ills that impede agricultural development in Africa, you have
deliberately chosen to place yourselves at the heard of the food problem of Affica.

This conference, which is to serve as a springboard to define a common solution to the
problems of hunger and poverty, will undoubtedly be seen an important instrument in our daily
struggle against underdevelopment.

Mr Director-General of FAO,

I should like on this solemn occasion to pay tribute to all the work you have undertaken
on behalf of Africa since taking up office at the head of the important organization that is FAO. At
a time when human solidarity is crumbling dangerously and when multilateral co-operation is
seemingly running out of steam, you have been able to attract the attention of the world to the fz>d
situation on the continent, while at the same time endeavouring to equip it with the means to develop
its capacities.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

We cannot fail to observe that the goal set by the World Food Conference in 1974 of
eliminating hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition "within a decade" has not been achieved. The
world food situation is as worrying as ever. This is most certainly an appropriate occasion to
commend the initiative taken by FAO to convene the World Food Summit in Rome from 13 to 17
November 1996.

This Regional Conference, which is one of the preparatory meetings for the World Food
Summit, will, we hope, enable us to incorporate the African dimension of the problems and their
solutions into the draft policy declaration and plan of action.

It 1s also an invaluable opportunity for the African countries to examine, without reserve,
one of the fundamental problems of survival, namely rural poverty and destitution and their attendant
hunger, malnutrition, disease and hate which in turn cause fratricidal and ethnic wars.
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As we reflect on these unhappy circumstances, let us nor forget those hardworking farmers
who, day after day, strive to eam a living from agriculture, and let us also spare a thought for the
multitudes of impoverished women and children. At the same time, let us bear in mind the paradox
of the opulence, surplus and waste that exists in our world and which calls for stronger solidarity and
collective responsibility on the part ot the international community.

At this juncture, we pay special homage to those countries and international organizations which
continue to significantly increase their assistance to agricultural development in Africa.

And let us not for a moment forget the inestimable role played by non-govemmental
organizations in the African rural environment. Their daily work among the rural populations makes
them key interlocutors in the formulation of our agricultural policies.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The African position that you are called upon to adopt here in Ouagadougou should no
longer follow the well-trodden path of endless repetition but should, instead, engage in a concerted,
dynamic approach, exploring new horizons that will combine technological progress, water
management, agricultural and livestock research, improved land quality and rural organization in a
better integrated collective environment.

It is on this basis that the issue of increased agricultural production and food security can
be adequately addressed.

We, in Burkina Faso, consider food security an integral part of human security. With this
perspective in mind, and taking into account our capabilities and experiences, we have placed
agricultural and livestock production at the heart of our development policy.

The main thrusts of our approach include:

- the modemization and diversification of production through
manageable technology;

- water management and protection of the environment;

- the involvement of the youth in the production process by
encouraging them to settle on their own land;

- the mobilization of national savings to finance the agro-
pastoral sector;

- the promotion of small-scale farming;

- the fostering of rural co-operation to facilitate the formation
of producers’ associations;

- the processing of our local produce and the promotion of their
consumption;

- and finally, regional and South-South co-operation.
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We remain firmly convinced that only the unswerving determination of Africans
to do more and better, relying overwhelming on themselves and their own ability to shape their
destiny, can release this continent from hunger, malnutrition and under development.

Honourable Delegates, Ladics and Gentlemen,

Allow me to express the gratitude of the people of Burkina Faso to FAO for the

confidence shown in appointing us to the Intemational Sponsoring Committee of the World Food
Summit.

We should like to take this opportunity to call on all African Heads of State and
Govermnment to participate actively in this Summit. On our part, we assure you that we will do all we
can to ensure an effective African participation at this very important event.

With this hope, and wishing you every success in your work, I declare open the 19th FAO
Regional Conference for Africa.

Thank you.
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APPENDIX G

STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO THE
NINETEENTH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR AFRICA

Mr Chairman,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is not by chance that the Nineteenth FAO Regional Conference for Africa is being held in
Burkina Faso, a land of free people where the three Volta Rivers - the Red, the Black and the
White - come together to form a single mighty waterway. We all know how important the big
river basins are for agriculture, development and African life itself: and water is somehow also
symbolic of the Conference that opens today.

FAO is a specialized agency of the United Nations and, as such, has a universal vocation, but
its Director-General is well aware that he must draw on the deep-rooted values of his
Continent to reach the wider dimension of a world response. Understandably, then, I feel
particularly moved to be here in the midst of my African brothers and sisters, who have
gathered together to review the state of food and agriculture in their region and to seek
sustainable agricultural development and food security for the present and future inhabitants
of this vast continent.

We meet again as a family, joined by our common love for Africa and [ know that I speak
for you all as I express our profound gratitude to the Government and people of this noble
land for the warm and caring welcome that they have extended to the participants of this
Regional Conference.

The subjective nature of my personal attachment is based, however, on the objective reality
of the agricultural situation in Africa which is more worrying than that of any other region in
the world and should therefore be given priority attention by the intemational community.

The difficulties assailing this vast continent are many: droughts and other whims of weather;
plagues of locusts and pests; fragile and swiftly depleted soils; desertification; disease affecting
or preventing husbandry over vast tracts of land; inadequate control and inefficient utilization
of water; the unchecked rural exodus - all compounded by murderous conflicts and a refugee
population wholly without historical precedent. This picture will, unfortunately, be all too
familiar to you: your governments are doing all they can to prevent these acute problems from
aftaining disaster proportions.

That their efforts cannot always control sudden production slumps as a result of drought and
floods, nor stave off the spectre of famine that reaps thousands of human lives is a tragic
reality. Yet, awesome and appalling as these emergencies are, they weigh less heavily on the
future of the African people than the chronic undemutrition and malnutrition rampant in so
many countries of the continent. We should remember that of the current 88 low-income,
food-deficit countries in the world, 42 - almost half - lie in sub-Saharan Affica.



78

Famines set off powerful bursts of solidarity in the world, but these tend to be short-liveqd.
Meanwhile, the global level of development aid is falling, as is the share of this aid earmarkeq
for agriculture.

What will happen if nothing is done to change the course of events? Population growth
projections tell us that by the year 2010 (in less than 15 years) an estimated 300 million
Africans will be suffering from chronic malnutrition.

Such a prospect is clearly unacceptable. That is why FAQ decided to launch a large-scale
operation to enlist a solemn commitment at the top level to eliminate hunger and malnutrition
and to undertake concerted action at global, regional and national level to ensure food security
for all. This has been the underlying aspiration behind the organization of the World Food
Summit to be held in Rome this November. '

The preparation of the Summit is one of the main items. on the agenda of this Conference,
which is being asked to take a common regional stance on this important question. Any
solution to the terrible problems of today inevitably entails an unprecedented scale of policies
and measures that can only be implemented after collective and profound reflection by all
interested parties, including the public authorities, universities and researchers, the private
sector, NGOs and, more particularly, farmers’ organizations, women and the young.

You, with your responsibilities for the rural and agricultural sector in that part of the world
most at risk from food insecunty, are surely in the best position to interpret for the
international community the nature and scale of this dramatic situation, and to help frame the
action so urgently needed to resolve it.

Reassuringly, this initiative has already been enthusiastically endorsed by the Organization of
African Unity whose Council adopted a resolution in February this year inviting the African
States to mobilize individually and collectively for the success of this initiative, and to make
a particularly active contribution to the Summit and its preparation. This resolution follows
in the wake of the June 1995 resolution by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
of the OAU. Also as regards the Summit, the Secretariat of the OAU has drawn up a draft text
defining Africa’s common position on food security and agricultural development. I note with
pleasure these renewed manifestations of the unfailing cooperation between the OAU and
FAO- I see this resolute commitment on the part of the African community as a clear sign of
hope. It also shows that Africa’s leaders are fully aware of the implications, and are
determined to respond singly and collectively to the challenge of food insecurity.

Such clarity of purpose will inevitably be countered by scepticism, here and there, questioning
the need for the Symmit. What, they may well ask, is the point, after so many initiatives of
all kinds? Was not concem to feed the world the springboard for the establishment of FAQ
50 years ago, followed by the Freedom from Hunger Campaign, the two World Food
Congresses of 1963 and 1970, the World Food Conference of 1974 and, more recently, the
International Conference on Nutrition in 1992? We can answer this on two levels. Firstly, this
will be the first time in the 50 years since FAQ was founded that a meeting on these issues
is held at the level of Heads of State and Government. And the fact that the proposal was
unanimously approved by the Conference of FAO and the United Nations General Assembly
clearly attests that the world food problem has now become very serious. Secondly, while
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FAQ’s mandate has not changed from that laid down by the founding fathers in its
Constitution, the sheer size and the nature, even, of the problems at hand have evolved with
a speed typical of the century in which we live. And lastly, it is FAQ’s fundamental
responsibility to alert world opinion and world leaders to the deteriorating food situation
before it attains catastrophic proportions.

There has undoubtedly been prodigious progress in the realms of technology and know-how,
and there is no question that the transformation in plant and animal production, the knowledge
and use of inputs, water management skills, progress in resource conservation, storage and
processing techniques have revolutionized the rural and agricultural sectors in many countries.

And yet, at the same time, there are more than twice as many mouths to feed, and as their
number continues to grow, available per capita farmland diminishes. Need we recall that
Africa is the only region in the world in which average food output per inhabitant has fallen
during the last 25 years? The intensive exploitation synonymous with some developed
countries degrades the environment, while in the poor countries, forest cover is shrinking fast
and increasingly marginal land is being brought under the plough, so accelerating the pace of
erosion. Fishery resources are overexploited and in this as in many other domains, nature can
no longer regenerate its resources as fast as people destroy them.

Additionally, even though there is now enough food to feed everyone in the world, its
distribution remains terribly unequal, both within and between countries, and from one region
to another. The poverty of certain social groups and nations is driving a terrible wedge, a
situation further aggravated by political upheaval, conflict, and the growing numbers of
refugees and displaced persons - And in this respect, too, Affica is sorely affected. In the
developing countries, nearly 800 million people suffer chronic undemutrition and some 200
million children under the age of five are affected by acute or chronic protein and calorie
deficiency. We are very far from the vision of FAO’s founding fathers, and more than 20
years after the World Food Conference of 1974, the goal of “"eradicating hunger, food
insecurity and malnutrition within a decade" remains stubbomly beyond our grasp.

And yet, the right to food is the first and foremost of the human rights, without which the
others have no meaning. How can a hungry person be expected to exercise his or her rght to
education, work and culture, or to participate fully in the political and social life of the
community? Food and water loom prominently among the major world challenges as we enter
the third millennium. The dimensions of the problem are ethical, political and strategic, and
could lead to extremely violent and sericus conflict unless we put things right.

FAO is so keenly aware of the need for strong, immediate action that it has launched a Special
Programme on Food Production in Support of Food Security in Low-Income, Food-Deficit
Countries without awaiting the world-level decisions that will be taken by the Summit. This
Programme directed towards low-income, food-deficit countries is now being implemented.
It is of direct concemrn to a number of African countries and you will be sufficiently familiar
with it for me not to have to go into details. I should just like to underline, however, that its
approach might serve as a source of inspiration in shaping the Policy Statement and Plan of
Action that will be submitted for Summit approval.
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This Programme addresses the challenge of food insecurity from several angles:

The main thrust is to work on a specific, day-to-day basis with farmers, livestock owners,
forest workers, fishing communities and fish farmers, so that they can sustainably increase
their productivity and thus combat poverty. The Programme’s activities include demonstrations
of improved techniques in the farmers’ own fields. Identification, implementation and
evaluation are all done by those most directly involved: the farmers themselves.

Additionally, the Programme strongly emphasizes people’ s participation, particularly that of
women. Women indeed play a predominant, multifaceted and totally irreplaceable role in
feeding the household and community. In many regions (and especially in Africa), women are
the main providers of food, which they grow, prepare and store. They are responsible for the
children’s education and for handing down cultural values and know-how related to food.
Without broad-based people’s participation, particularly of the feminine population, there
would be no momentum or spillover effect, no continuity, and no universal adhesion to a joint
undertaking.

Lastly, there is the immense effort of cooperation and consultation at all levels: the recipient
countries, FAO and donors; the recipient countries and developed countries offering bilateral
aid; but also among the developing countries in the context of South-South exchanges.

The philosophy behind the Programme, now in its pilot phase in about 15 countries and
showing promising results, will help to chart the major orientations of the Summit. The focus
of the Summit will be on meaningful, sustainable action. In the spirit of UNCED’s Agenda
21 Programme, rather than relentlessly pushing out agricultural boundaries and jeopardizing
fragile ecosystems, efforts will centre on high-potential areas where productivity can be
increased by intensifying farming practices with, in particular, the conservation, collection and
hamessing - and hence better management - of water. However, where this is not a feasible
option, as in several countries in your region, marginal lands will have to be developed
sustainably wathout causing environmental damage. The aim, in both cases, is to increase
output sufficiently to cater for population growth and raise nutritional levels where serious
food deficiencies exist. However, increasing output is only part of the equation; we need to
ensure that the benefits from national efforts reach all members of society and particularly its
poorest members. Measures will therefore be needed for more equitable access to food for all,
more efficient distribution and far fewer food losses.

Public opinion and the media will have to be mobilized, with world political leaders setting
the guidelines for resolute and dynamic food policies and solid sustained action. The general

debate on food will also address the problems of investment and trade, which are key issues
for Africa.

Beyond the Summit itself, what is needed is a truly global campaign, with cooperation and
consultation at all levels. Following in the footsteps of the Freedom from Hunger Campaign,
its theme would be " Food for All", which is the slogan FAO has adopted for the forthcoming
years. The driving-force for this Food for All Campaign would be National Committees
involving all segments of civil society, the private sector, non-governmental organizations,
academic and research institutions, women’s associations, and youth groups. To muster the
support and mobilization necessary to ensure its success would demand long-term commitment
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and sustained resources. The mandate and objectives of the Food for All Campaign would be
determined by the Summit, and its structure adapted to the specific situation of each country.
The mechanism established would supplement the governmental FAO National Committees
already in place. You have before you a document on this topic, and you may wish to
recommend that the World Food Summit launch this Food for All Campaign.

How will this Summit differ from the many past attempts to combat hunger and malnutrition?
[s this initiative any more likely to succeed than all its predecessors?

One original concept in the preparation of the Summit is that no costly special meetings have
been required, with all necessary consultations being held during the course of regular sessions
of the Organization’s Statutory Bodies. Thus, at its Twenty-first Session a few weeks ago, the
Committee on World Food Security began its review of the draft Policy Statement and Plan
of Action that the Summit is to adopt, formulating several proposals in this respect. The text
before you is therefore more than just a first draft, and will be further refined in the light of
your comments - The Summit will be held at FAO Headquarters. Every effort is being made
to involve all sectors in its preparation and to promote all initiatives that will help ensure its
success.

The World Food Summit differs in many respects from previous events addressing the
problem of world food security.

In contrast to recent high-level meetings, the Summit has been convened by a body that was
specifically set up to deal with food and agricultural development, and which therefore has a
solid base and the human and material resources to implement its programmes. Furthermore,
two key practical initiatives are already in train to achieve food security for all and the
Summit will be able to take concrete decisions so that these are effectively and globally
implemented. I am speaking of the Special Programme on Food Security, and the Emergency
Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant Pests and Diseases.

The challenge before the World Food Summit is unprecedented, however. Even though much
has been done to overcome hunger and malnutrition, to bolster agricultural growth and to
ensure that food is distributed more equitably, past actions have for the most part been
one-off, uncoordinated efforts. What is now required are articulated actions that will target
every country where the need to secure or consolidate food security is becoming increasingly
acute. The many implications of this huge undertaking will have to be squarely faced:
production, conservation of the resource base, investment and infrastructure, and social and
economic policies to guarantee fair distribution of food and income, not to mention the thorny
issue of international trade. This is indeed a momentous challenge: how are we to change
everything that needs changing in the world food situation? How are we to ensure regular
access to an adequate diet for hundreds of millions of our fellow human beings?

FAO has not stood still on the long joumey towards success. It has done - and I believe done
well - everything that it has been asked to do. It has accomplished much solid work, such as
furthering the intemational standards in force on pesticides, plant genetic resources and other
matters. In the process, it has devoted considerable human and material resources to Africa,
particularly through its field programmes. But has all this really changed life for the better in
the villages of the Third World? Has productivity increased in the least-developed countries?



82

Has the use of fertilizers and other inputs and the biological control of pests and discases been
enough to raise production to the required level without harming the environment? Has
definitive progress been made against hunger, malnutrition and the poverty of individuals and
nations?

Unhappily, the answer is all too clearly no. There must be a way of doing more and doing
better, of pooling our random efforts and mounting an all-out attack on hunger from all sides,
for the good of future generations and for the very survival of the human race.

The huge surpluses in the developed countries (which were also hard to manage, economically
speaking) were long (and erroneously) seen as a global cushion against serious shortfalls. But
even back in the 1970s, the food crisis brought home how easily these mountains of surplus
goods could vanish like snow in the sun, leaving painful shortages. After a renewed period
of bumper surpluses, we are now back to a situation where the world’s grain reserves have
fallen below the level considered necessary to guarantee global food security. World prices
have soared and the low-income, food-deficit developing countries will have to pay out an
additional 3 billion dollars this year for their food imports.

The poet Aragon wrote that man’s work is never done; but it is precisely this state of
uncertainty that inspires human endeavour. Has not impending disaster always driven people
to come up with the energy and inventive capacity required for their survival? Mr Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen, we are all living today in a state of impending disaster.

Paradoxically, however, this could prove to be the salvation of this and future generations, if
only we can read the signs of the times and rise to the occasion. Untold clarity of mind,
imagination, courage, patience and tenacity will be required, as will concerted mobilization
on a scale largely unparalleled in human history. Citizens of all countries and ranks, of all
ages and religions; associations and groups of all kinds; professionals from all sectors;
community leaders in all walks of life, whether intellectual, social, economic, political or
spiritual; government officials and representatives of all levels, men and women from the
smallest village to the largest international organization will have to marshal their forces and
rally together for an all-out joint effort.

Are there sufficient resources for such a vast undertaking? Will the interdependence of our

global village outweigh the narrow short-term interests that divide it? I hope with all my heart
that this is so.

Today this hope is a growing conviction. Africa’s problems and its myriad trials have only
served to sharpen the vision and strengthen the resolve of those responsible for its
development, agriculture and food security. The unity that characterizes this meeting betokens
success both for the World Food Summit and for the planet-wide mobilization that will be
needed. Aftica is destined to play a lead role, and has already begun with the OAU decisions
I mentioned earlier. The fact that so many nations have come together today at this meeting,
out of solidarity and a desire for justice, can only reinforce my conviction that the harder and
the more serious the situation is, the more we can depend on human ingenuity.

It is therefore with full confidence and from the bottom of my heart that I wish you every
success in your meeting. Thank you.
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APPENDIX H

ADDRESS BY MR. ADAMA OUEDRAOGO, KNOWN AS "GRAND PASSAGE",

FARMER FROM YATENGA (BURKINA FASO), ON THE OCCUASION OF THE
INAUGURAL CEREMONY OF THE 19TH FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR
AFRICA,

OUAGADOUGOU, 18 APRIL 1996

Your Excellency, the President of Burkina Faso, allow me to thank you for having made
it possible for a farmer to address this angust and honourable assembly on behalf of the
farmers of Burkina.

I extend a warm welcome to all your guests. And I also welcome you to Burkina, Your
Excellency, the Director-General of FAO. Honourable Ministers who have come from distant
countries, welcome to Ouagadougou.

It is true that the world changes and it is also true that we have seen many things happen
on this planet of ours, but this is the first time that I see that important leaders in their meeting
have accepted to listen to what the farmer has to say, before beginning their work.

Here in Burkina, we always hold farmers in high esteem. In Africa, we know that
intelligence and wisdom do not necessarily come only from those who can read. It is on this
score that the old always have their place in our society. This means that the illiterate and
poor can also contribute to the advancement of the world.

In Burkina there are more rural workers, by which I mean herders, craftsmen, and farmers.
They are more numerous than wage-eamers. We know that the rural workers constitute the
backbone of the country. We know that a tree cannot live without roots. The water goes to
the roots which produce the sap that feeds the branches and leaves.

If Africans are to find a solution to the problem of hunger, we all need to know how
things stand between governments and producers, between donors and producers and, finally,
between farmers themselves.

Govermments should encourage farmers’ associations and NGOS to join forces in the
districts, departments and provinces. Donors shoud use the successes of past projects to carry
out new projects, and the managers of projects should stand firmly with the farmers, giving
them all the support they need. There are farmers in our villages who have good ideas and
there are others who have found good solutions. These people need to be encouraged and
used to train other farmers. Their advice needs to be passed on to other farmers.

Farmers need to meet together. If African farmers meet farmers from other countries, they
will find solutions to hunger. Producers will always understand each other, wherever they
come from. We can share our experiences as farmers.
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Mr President of Burkina Faso,
Mr Director General of FAO,

Your meeting is a very important event. It is good that leaders should meet, it is also
good that NGOs should meet, because hunger in the world is of great concern. But hunger
causes more concern to farmers, especially to women and children, because hunger brings
illness in its wake: which is why producers should also meet to discuss the problem of food.

Donors have enabled women from all over the world to meet on several occasions; they
have also enabled the youth to meet; surely they can also help African producers to meet and
discuss problems related to hunger. A meeting of producers would not be very expensive
because farmers do not have the same expenses as wage-eamers. If producers can meet to
discuss the problem of hunger, they will bring forward ideas that will help the world.

The first thing that they would have to deal with is to find out ways to ensure that they
do not always wait to receive from those who produce in excess. They also need to find out
what to do so that nobody throws away food when there are people without enough to eat.
They will discuss the problem of water, because thirst is more unbearable than hunger: we
know we can find enough water for people and animals.

The rearing of livestock is becoming increasingly important in our villages and the
problem of water has become serious. In countries like Burkina we know that solar energy can
be used to pump water where the water table is very deep. Burkina has a wealth of
experience in processing and preserving foods, while other countries have other skills that
should be known. I think that farmers hearing this message will agree and will add many
ideas of their own.

Mr. President,

Thank you for the honour that you have beswtowed on me and on all the farmers of this
country. In doing so, you have also honoured all the farmers of Africa.

May God Almighty bless your guests, may He bless your deliberations and may your
guests return home in peace.









