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1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

POLYNEM DAE

Threadfins, tasselfishes

Medi um si zed fishes with an oblong or nore or |ess elongate and conpressed body. Head scaly,
wi th conical snout projecting beyond |large nouth; maxilla expanded posteriorly,
behi nd eye; mouth bordered by slightly protractile pre-maxillae; only snall

jaws and pal atines, sonetines on voner. Eyes with adipose tissue. 2 w dely separated dorsal fins,
the 1st with 7 to 8 feeble spines; pectoral fins in two parts, the upper normal, the lower wth 3

or nore free filanentous rays; pelvic fins abdominal, lying a little behind bases of pectoral fins.
anal fin with 2 to 3 spines followed by branched rays, |ying bel ow base of 2nd dorsal fin; caudal
fin forked. Body curved with weakly ctenoid (rough) scales; lateral line continued onto caudal fin.

reaching to well
villiformteeth in

Col our: silvery, golden or light brown,
I ongi tudi nal lines on body; fins yellow sh or

sormetimes with darkish blotch at the shoul der or dark
more or | ess dusky.

adi pose eyelid
1

1
mexil | a

premaxilla

free pectoral
filanmentous rays
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FAO Sheet s POLYNENI DAE Fi shing Areas 57,71

SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Peri st edii dae (sea robins), Dactyl opteridae (flying gurnards): also have sone. free. pectoral fin
rays, but head with strong bony arnour; also, pectoral fins enornmobus in Dactyl opteridae.

O her bony fishes with 2 dorsal fins: have nornmal pectoral fins without free rays in |ower part
of fin.

@

Key to Genera

1 a. Lower lip fully devel oped; no external teeth;

5 or nore free pectoral filaments ................... Pol ynemus lover lip
Pol ynenus
1 b. Lower lip restricted to corner of nmouth; teeth
extending to outer edges of jaws; 3 or 4 free
pectoral filaments ............ ... ... ... .. ... .. ... El eut her onema
lower lip

El eut her onena

Li st of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which 1dentificatiou Sheets are included)

El eut heronema tetradactylum  POLYN Eleu 1 Pol ynenus mi crost ona
El eut heronema tridactyl um Pol ynerus nigri pinni s
Pol ynerus par adi seus POLYN Poly 5
Pol ynenus bor neensi s Pol ynenus pfeifferi
Pol ynenus dubi us Pol ynenus pl ebei us POLYN Poly 2
Pol ynenus hept adact yl us POLYN Poly 4 Pol ynenus seal ei
Pol ynenus hexanenus Pol ynenus sexfilis
Pol ynenus i ndi cus POLYN Poly 1 Pol ynemus sextari us POLYN Poly 3
Pol ynenus i nt er nedi us Pol ynenus sextarius null ani
Pol ynerus kuru Pol ynenus sheri dani
Pol ynenus macrochir Pol ynenus specul ari s
Pol ynermmus macr opht haunus Pol ynenus verekeri (= P. internedius)

Pol ynemus nel anochi r Pol ynenmus xant honenus



POLYN El eu 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY POLYNEM DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E Ind. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

El eut heronena tetradactyl um (Shaw, 1804)

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAQ En Fourfinger threadfin
Fr
Sp

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

The largest of the threadfins. Body nore or |ess elongate and conpressed. Snhout projecting,
mouth very large, with small teeth. Lips absent except for lower |ip near corner of nmouth. Eyes
large (eye dianmeter 4.5 to 5 times in head length). Pectoral fin in tw parts, upper part with

all rays unbranched, lower with 4 free filanentous rays of which the upper filanent is the |ongest,
reaching to pelvic fin base; caudal fin forked with | obes equal. Scales small, ctenoid (rough to
touch) .

Col our: body silvery green above, cream bel ow, dorsal and caudal fins grey, dusky at edges,
pel vic and anal fins orange, pectoral filamentous rays white.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CTARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

El eut heronema tridaetylum only 3 free pectoral @ @
filanmentous rays. \\

Al'l other polynemnmid species: lower lip well T
devel oped.

lower lip lower lip
El eut her onena Pol ynenus



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 200 cm
comon: 45 to 50 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI CUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to Queensland (Australia); also,
western coasts of India.

Li ves mainly over shall ow nuddy
bottoms in coastal waters; al so enters

rivers.

Feeds mainly on small crustaceans
and fishes.
PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught in shallow coastal waters and
| ower reaches of |arger rivers.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

in 1972 was:

reported catch of Pol yneni dae

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): negligeable quantities (Australia only)

area 71 (Western Central Pacific):

1 700 tons (Australia:

Caught mainly with beach seines, |onglines,

traps and bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh, frozen and dried-salted.



POLYN Poly 1

1974
FAD SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: POLYNEM DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Pol ynenus i ndi cus Shaw, 1804

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Pol ydactyl us indi cus (Shaw, 1804)

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Indian threadfin
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body obl ong and sonmewhat conpressed. Snout projecting, nmouth large, with small teeth; upper
lip absent, lower lip well devel oped. Eyes very small (eye dianeter 7 tinmes in head length), with
adi pose tissue. Pectoral fin in tw parts, upper part with nost rays .

branched, lower with 5 free filanentous rays, of which the upper s — RO S
is the longest, reaching nearly to anal fin origin; caudal ] ~
fin deeply lunate, With pointed |obes ending in filaments. ",&//"/// - ! br anched
Scal es small, ctenoid (rough to touch). {/"f —— rays
< ‘ = L7
Col our: body purple/black, with faint dusky stripes; AN ; = >’
all fins yellow. "\\ ,',/'
P. indicus

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SIM LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Pol ynenus sheridani: 5 free pectoral filanentous rays,
but all upper pectoral fin rays unbranched.

—/unbr anched
rays

Pol ynermmus pl ebeius: 5 free pectoral filanentous rays,
but all upper pectoral fin rays unbranched; also, a deeper
body, larger eyes (eye dianeter 3.8 to 4.0 tines in head | ength),
shorter free pectoral filanmentous rays, the |ongest reaching only -
to end of pelvic fin, and caudal fin |obes not prolonged into P. plebeius
filanments. P. sheri dani



Pol ynenmus mi crost oma: 5 free pectoral filanentous rays, but a distinctive black blotch at
begi nning of lateral |ine, above pectoral fin origin.

Al'l other polynem d species: 3 to 4, or 6 to 8 free pectoral filanentous rays (5 in P. indicus).

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 142 cm
conmon: 70 to 80 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to New South WAl es (Australia);

al so, westward to East Africa.

Li ves mainly over shall ow nuddy and
sandy bottons of the continental shelf,
occasionally entering rivers, rare beyond
depths of 60 m

Feeds mainly on snall bottomliving
crustaceans, especially prawns and crabs,
and smal |l fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shal | ow nuddy and sandy parts of the
continental shelf, throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Pol ynem dae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian ocean): negl i geabl e quantities (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 1 700 tons (Australia: 200 tons:
Mal aysi a: 1 000 tons;
Si ngapor e: 500 tons

Caught mainly with beach seines, bottomdrift nets, traps, longlines and bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh, frozen and dried-salted.



POLYN Poly 2

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY: POLYNEM DAE FI SH NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Pol ynermrus pl ebei us Broussonet, 1782

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Pol ydactyl us pl ebei us (Broussonet, 1782)

NS
VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Conmon threadfin
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body obl ong and sonewhat conpressed. Snout projecting, nouth large, with small teeth; upper lip
absent, lower lip well devel oped. Eyes large (eye diameter 3.8 to 4.0 tines in head length), with
adi pose tissue. Pectoral fin in two parts, upper part with all rays unbranched, lower with 5

free filanentous rays, of which the upper 2 are the |ongest, reaching T |
to end of pelvic fin; caudal fin with | obes equal. Scales small, e P e AN
. 1 _Qg’
ctenoid (rough to touch). o 7
. 1 ——% ]
. . . S 2 * ~_branched
Col our: body gol den olive, with narrow dusky stri pes; &g/f/’ 5 : e ——

rays

pectoral fins black, inner side of pelvic fins white, outer
side grey, dorsal and caudal fins grey-edged.

Pol ynemus indicus and P. microstona: 5 free pectoral fila-
ment ous rays but nost of the upper pectoral fin rays branched;
al so, longer free pectoral filanmentous rays reaching to anal
fin origin (P. indicus), and a black blotch at the beginning
of lateral line, above origin of pectoral fins (P. microstom),

Pol ynermus sheridani: 5 free pectoral filamentous rays
and upper pectoral rays sinple, but the free pectoral fila-
ment ous rays reach the anal fin origin.

P. pl ebei—us, P. sheri dani



Al'l other polynemd species: 3 to 4, or 6 to 8 free pectoral filamentous rays.

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 45 c¢cm common: 25 to 30 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to New South Wales (Australia);
al so, westward to East Africa.

Lives mainly over shall ow nuddy bottons
on the continental shelf.

Feeds mainly on snall crustaceans

(especially shrinmps and tiny crabs),
fishes and other bottomliving organi sms.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught over shal | ow muddy bottons of
the continental shelf, throughout its range.

CATCHES, NMAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of Pol yneni dae
in 1972 was:

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): negligeable quantities (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 1 700 tons (Australia: 200 tons;
Mal aysi a: 1 000 tons;
Si ngapor e: 500 tons)
Caught mainly with beach seines and bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh, frozen and dried-salted.



POLYN Poly 3

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: POLYNEM DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Pol ynenmus sextarius Bloch & Schneider, 1801

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Pol ydactyl us sextarius (Bl och & Schneider, 1801)

'@

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAO  En - Bl ackspot threadfin
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body obl ong and sonewhat conpressed. Shout projecting, nmouth noderately large, with small teeth;
upper |lip absent, lower well devel oped. Eyes large (eye dianmeter 3.0 to 3.8 times in head | ength),
with adi pose tissue. Pectoral fin in two parts, upper part with alnmost all rays branched, | ower
with 6 free filamentous rays, of which the upper two are longest, reaching to tip of pelvic fin;
caudal fin forked with | obes equal. Scales snall, ctenoid (rough to touch).

Col our: gol den olive above, silvery below, fins ’
yell owi sh with black spots; inner side of operculum :
pignented with black; a |large black blotch at begi nning
of lateral line.

unbr anched

rays
DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA: P ms"éxfi.I is
Pol ynermus sexfilis, P. hexanenus, P. pfeifferi, P. nigripinnis T S
and P. kuru: 6 free pectoral filamentous rays but the upper g ey
pectoral fin rays unbranched. ///‘/‘: : < ==
. e —_——————==" pranched
Pol ynenus xanthonenus: 6 free pectoral filamentous rays YEEEm———————iome=— >
and branched upper pectoral fin rays, but |acks the bl ack S R \ rays
bl otch at the beginning of the lateral Iine. AR _— /
1L TR \ iy N ™~
Pol ynemus sextarius nultani: an unequal nunmber of free P. .seh);-t ari us

pectoral fin rays with an additional 7th ray in the left fin
or the right; 7 free pectoral fin rays in both fins are not uncommon, in which case it can be dis-
tingui shed fromP. heptadactylus by having branched rays in the upper part of the pectoral fin.



Al'l other polynen d species: either

S| ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cm conmon:

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Throughout northern part of area, but
not southward to Australian coasts; also,
westward to Paki stan.

Li ves over shall ow sandy shores and
in estuaries.

Feeds mainly on small crustaceans

(especially shrinps), fishes and bottom
I'iving organi sms.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught over shall ow sandy bottons of
the continental shelf, throughout its range.

3to b5,

15 to 20 cm

or 7 to 8 free pectoral

filamentous rays.

CATCHES, NAI N FI SHE NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORVB CF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not

reported for this species.

Caught mainly with beach seines and bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed fresh, frozen and dried-salted.




POLYN Poly 4

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: POLYNEM DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(w Cent. Pacific)

Pol ynenus hept adactyl us Cuvier, 1829

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Pol ydactyl us heptadactylus (Cuvier, 1829)
Pol ydactyl us nultiradiatus (Ginther, 1860)

,7?TTYPT VT vy ey

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAO En - Sevenfinger threadfin
Fr -
SP

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body obl ong and sonewhat conpressed. Snout projecting, nouth large, with small teeth; upper
lip absent, lower |ip well devel oped. Eyes large (eye dianeter 3.5 tinmes in head length), with
adi pose tissue. Pectoral fin in tw parts, upper part with all rays unbranched, lower with 7 free
filamentous rays, of which the 3rd, 4th and 5th are the longest, reaching to anal fin origin;
caudal fin forked with | obes equal. Scales large, ctenoid (rough to touch).

Col our: back brown, flanks golden; pectoral fins black, as also margins of other fins.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Pol ynenus intermedi us, P. verekeri, P. paradiseus, P. borneensis, P. dubius, P. macrophthal nmus
and P. nelanochir: 7 free pectoral filamentous rays, but the |ongest rays reaching or extending
beyond tip of caudal fin.

P. specularis: the longest free pectoral filanentous rays reaching only to pelvic fin base.

Al'l other polynem d species: 3 to 6 or 8 free pectoral filanentous rays.



S| ZE:

Maxi mum 27 cm common: 12 to 15 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Nort hwestern part of area (but not
South China Sea); southward to northern
coasts of Australia; also, westward to
Paki st an.

Lives mainly over shal |l ow nuddy bottons
of the continental shelf; also in brackish
wat ers.

Feeds mainly on snall crustaceans
(especially shrinps), fishes and bottom
I'iving organi sns.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught in the shallow waters of the
continental shelf and in |large brackish | akes.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

in 1972 was:

reported catch of Pol yneni dae

area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean): negligeable quantities (Australia only)
area 71 (Western Central Pacific): 1 700 tons (Australi a:

Caught mainly with beach seines, set gill

Mar ket ed fresh, frozen and dried-salted.

1 000 tons;

traps and bottomtraw s.



POLYN Poly 5

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: POLYNEM DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E Ind. Qcean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Pol ynenmus par adi seus Linnaeus, 1758

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Pol ynerrus hilleri (Fow er, 1905)

VERNACULAR NAMES:

F —]
FAO En - Sevenfinger threadfin 0 b em
Fr -
SP -
NATI ONAL

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate and sonmewhat conpressed. Snout projecting, nouth large, with small teeth. Upper
lip absent, lower |lip well devel oped. Eyes small (eye dianeter about 8 times in head length), with
adi pose tissue. Pectoral fin in two parts, upper part with all rays unbranched, lower with 7 free
filanmentous rays, of which the three upper ones are the |ongest - about tw ce the length of fish.
Caudal fin deeply forked, with upper |obe longer than |lower. Scal es noderately | arge, ctenoid

(rough to touch).

Col our: body generally golden with a shade of grey al ong back; all fins greyish.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Pol ynemus | ongi pectoralis: 2 upper pectoral filanmentous rays extendi ng beyond caudal fin tip by
about the length of the head, and body, but the 3rd filament reaching only to tip of caudal fin, the
others shorter; a freshwater species, common in the streans of Ml aysia and Thail and.

Al'l other polynem d species: |ongest pectoral filanentous rays shorter, much | ess than tw ce
the length of fish.



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 23 cm common: 12 to 17 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Bay of Bengal; also, westward to
Paki st an.

Li ves over shall ow sandy bottons,
regularly entering freshwaters during
br eedi ng season.

Feeds mainly on crustaceans
(especially shrinps), snall fishes,
and bottom!living organisns.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Caught in shallow waters of the
continental shelf and | ower reaches
of rivers.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHE NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

nets and bottomtraw s.

Caught mainly with fine-meshed beach seines,

Mar ket ed nostly fresh.



POVAD

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FI SH NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

POVADASYI DAE

G unts, Sweetlips
(Some authors place Plectorhynchus in a separate fanmily, the Plectorhynchidae)

Obl ong, conpressed, perch-like fishes. Head profile strongly convex; scales present on entire

head (except front of snout, lips and chin). Muth small or noderate, lips thick, tip of upper jaw
hi dden when nouth closed. Chin with 2 pores anteriorly and a nmedian groove, or 6 pores and no groove
in Plectorhynchus. Teeth conical, in a narrow band in each jaw, the outer series enlarged but no

cani nes; palate toothless. Hind margin of suborbital not exposed. Preoperculumwth hind margin
slightly concave and serrated; operculumw th 1 indistinct spine. Dorsal fin single, with 9 to 15
strong spines and 12 to 26 soft rays; pectoral fins long, 1st ray sonetimes formng a short filanent;
pelvic fins bel ow base of pectoral fins, with 1 spine and 5 soft rays; anal fin with 3 spines, the 2nd
often very strong, and 7 to 9 soft rays; caudal fin truncate or enmarginate (rounded in juveniles).
Scal es ctenoid (rough to touch), small or noderate.

Col our: highly variable, ranging fromuniformy coloured to banded, blotched and spotted.

dorsal fin spines

I// /,/'/I/}'/,/Ay

mar gi n of
preoper cul um
concave

\\\
‘ 2nd anal spine
often strong

mouth small in
Pl ect or hynchus
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FAO Sheets POVADASYI DAE Fi shing Areas 57, 71
SINIILAR FANI I LI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Lutjanidae: hind tip of upper jaw still exposed when nouth closed, teeth usually present in palate,
no scal es between eye and mouth, and spines of dorsal and anal fins weaker.

Let hri ni dae: no scal es on preoperculum and its hind edge not serrated; also, only 8 to 9 soft
dorsal fin rays.

Neni pteridae: no pores on chin and hind margin of suborbital exposed; also, 8 to 11 soft dorsal
fin rays (12 to 26 in Pormadasyi dae).

O

no scal es free suborbital margin no scales

Lutj ani dae Nem pteri dae Let hri ni dae

Key to Cenera
2 pores

1 a. Chin with 2 pores and a | ongitudinal groove
(Fig. 1); fin spines strong, 2nd anal fin
spi ne often enl arged.

groove

2 a. At nost, faint grey |ongitudinal

stripes along flanks ........ Pormadasys

2 b. Very distinct dark |ongitudinal
stripes along flanks ........ Rhoni scus

1 b. Chinwith 6 pores and no groove
(Fig.2); fin spines often weak .... Plectorhynchus

Pomadasys Fig. 1
6 pores

Pl ect or hynchus



FAO Sheet s

Pl ect or hynchus
Pl ect or hynchus
Pl ect or hynchus
Pl ect or hynchus
Pl ect or hynchus
Pl ect or hynchus
Pl ect or hynchus
Pl ect or hynchus

ci nctus

di agr ammus
gol dmann

I'i neat us
ni grus
orientalis
pi ctus
schot af

Li st of

-3 -

POVADASY! DAE

Fi shing Areas 57, 71

Speci es occurring in the Area

(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which Identification Sheets are included

POVAD PI ect

1

Pormadasys
Pomadasys
Pormadasys
Pormadasys
Pormadasys
Pomadasys
Pomadasys
Pomadasys
Pomadasys

Rhoni scus

ar gent eus

ar gyr eus
auritus
furcatus
guoraca (? =
hast a
macul at us

ol i vaceum
opercul aris

P. argyreus)
POVAD Pormad 1
POVAD Ponad 2

furcatus



POVAD Plect 1

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: POVADASY! DAE

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Pl ect orhynchus pictus (Thunberg, 1792)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Spilotichthys pictus: Minro , 1955

FHINIERN

3! ’7”:')1)’;"” Y
A P
)
Al

SUCUSATIERA
RIS AERIA A N

RN ‘v),)",")‘ !
FEARAN

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Painted sweetlip

Fr -
Sp -
NATI ONAL:
DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS: pores.
on chin
Body obl ong, conpressed; head covered with scales to in front of eyes;
scal es covering preoperculumto its edge, which is serrated. Muth small,
lips thick; 6 pores on chin behind |lower Iip, but no |ongitudinal groove;
small teeth in jaws in a band of 4 to 5 rows, with an outer row of enlarged
teeth, but no canines; roof of nmouth without teeth on voner and pal atine
bones. Dorsal fin with 9 to 10 spines, the second one nmuch |onger than the
first, and 23 to 26 rays; anal fin with 3 spines and 6 to 8 soft rays. Pl ect or hynchus pi ctus
Scal es small, ctenoid (rough to touch), 82 to 117 in lateral series.
Col our: longitudinal black bands in juveniles, spots in adults; in
I arge individuals the spots may becone snmall or indistinct; sometines pores

faint yellow spots on head.

groove
DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Al'l other Plectorhynchus species: 12 to 14 spines in dorsal fin (9 to 10
in P. pictus); also, other species usually have distinctive bars or stripes.

Ponadasys species: only 2 pores on chin and a | ongitudinal groove; also,

second dorsal spine only a little longer than first spine, and 11 to 15 dorsal
spi nes.

Pomadasys



Let hri nus species: no scales on pre-

opercul um and a nore pointed snout.

Lutj anus species: no scal es between

eye and nouth, teeth often present on
pal ate and canines often present in jaws.

Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 60 cm common: 45 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:
Throughout northern part of area

and southward to tropical coasts of

Australia; also, westward to East

Africa.

Shal | ow coastal areas and coral
reefs, and down to 80 m

Feeds on bottom i nvertebrates
and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

® @
==

Let hri nus Lutj anus

CATCHES, MAI N FI SH NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI O\

Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

Caught with handlines, traps, bottomlonglines and traw s.

Mar ket ed mainly fresh.



FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: POVADASYI DAE

Pomadasys hasta (Bl och, 1790)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Pristipoma hasta: Cuvier, 1830

POVAD Pormad 1

1974

FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

VERNACULAR NAMES

FAG En - Lined silver grunt
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS

Body obl ong and conpressed, its depth 2.5 to 2.8 tines in standard |ength
head blunt, its upper profile convex; mouth small, |ips noderately thick
upper jaw reaching to bel ow front border of eye; teeth small, pointed, in
narrow bands, outer series enlarged. Two pores on chin and a central |ongi-
tudi nal groove behind chin. Dorsal fin with 12 spines and 13 to 15 soft rays;
anal fin with 3 spines and 7 to 8 soft rays. Scal es noderate, ctenoid (rough
to touch fromtail to head), also present on head (excluding snout). Latera
line slightly arched

Col our: body silvery grey, with 4 to 5 interrupted and faint |ongitudina
dark grey lines along flanks, 3 to 4 of these above lateral line; dorsal fin
with 2 to 3 rows of brown spots, other fins yellow sh
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DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Pormadasys nacul at us: bl ack bl ot ches
present on nape and back, and a | arge
bl ot ch on spinous portion of dorsal fin.

Pormadasys ar gyreus, Pomadasys ol i vaceum
dorsal fin without spots, body silvery.
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Pl ect or hynchus

Rhoni scus species: very distinct |ongi-
tudi nal stripes on body.

Pl ect or hynchus species: 6 pores on chin,
but no | ongitudinal groove behind chin.

Let hri nus species: no scales on pre-
oper cul um

Nem pterus and Scol opsis species: only @
10 spines in dorsal fin (11 to 15 in Pomadasys).

Lutjanus species: no scal es between eye
and mouth; dorsal and anal spines weaker. Let hri nus

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 80 cm comon: 40 to 50 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
sout hward to Queensl and; al so, westward
to East Africa and northward to Tai wan.

I nhabits coastal waters, to depths
of 60 m

Feeds on crustaceans and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Thr oughout its range.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHIE NG GEAR AND PRI NCl PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught with bottomtraw s, bottomlonglines, gillnets and traps.

Mar ket ed fresh; also salted.



POVAD Pormad 2

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: POVADASYI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Pomadasys macul atus (Bl och, 1797)

SYNONYMs STILL I N USE: None
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VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Bl otched grunt
Fr-
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body obl ong and conpressed, its depth 2.7 to 2.9 tinmes in standard | ength;
head blunt, its upper profile convex; nmouth small, |ips nbderately thick;
upper jaw reaching to bel ow front border of eye; teeth small, pointed, in
narrow bands, outer series enlarged. Two pores on chin and a central |ongi-
tudi nal groove behind chin. Dorsal fin with 12 spines and 14 to 15 soft rays;
anal fin with 3 spines and 7 to 8 soft rays. Scal es npbderate, ctenoid (rough under si de of head
to touch fromtail to head), also present on head (excluding snout). Lateral

line slightly arched.

Pomadasys 6

Col our: body silvery grey, head purplish, nape and back with a series
of inconplete cross-bars (one on nape the nost conspicuous); spinous part
of dorsal fin with a large black blotch; dorsal and caudal fins edged with

bl ack, other fins yell ow sh.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURI NG I N THE AREA:

Ponmadasys hasta: dorsal fin spotted, |ongitudinal rows of spots or
transverse bands on fl anks.

Pomadasys argyreus, Ponmadasys ol ivaceum no bl ack bl otches on fl anks.

Pl ect or hynchus

Rhoni seus species: very distinct |ongitudinal stripes on body.

Pl eet or hynchus species: 6 pores on chin, but no |ongitudinal groove behind chin.



Let hrinus species:
oper cul um

no scal es on pre-

Nem pterus and Scol opsis speci es:

only 10 spines in dorsal
i n Pomadasys).

fin (11 to 15

Lutj anus species: no scal es between

eye and nouth; dorsal and anal
weaker .
Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 50 cm comon:

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
sout hward to Queensl and; al so, westward
to East Africa and northward to Tai wan.

I nhabi ts coast al
of 40 m

wat er s,

Feeds on crustaceans and fi shes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Throughout its range.

to depths

spi nes

15 cm

O,

Let hri nus

CATCHES, NAI N FI SHE NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORVB CF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not

Caught with bottomtraw s,

Mar ket ed fresh.

reported for this species.

handl i nes and traps.




FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY POVADASY! DAE

Pomadasys opercularis (Playfair, 1866)

SYNONYMS STILL | N USE: Pristipoma opercul are: Day, 1878
Pormmadasys opercul are: Smith, 1949
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FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Smal | spotted grunt
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body obl ong and conpressed, its depth about 3 tinmes in standard | ength;
head blunt, its upper profile straight or concave (large adults); nouth
small, lips fairly thick; maxilla reaching to nostrils; teeth small,
poi nted, in narrow bands, outer series enlarged. Two pores on chin and
a central |ongitudinal groove behind chin. Dorsal fin with 12 spines and
13 to 16 soft rays; anal fin with 3 spines and 8 to 10 soft rays. Scal es
noderate, ctenoid (rough to touch), also present on head (excluding snout).
Lateral line slightly arched.

Col our: back grey/green shading to silvery white on belly; back and
flanks with numerous small dark brown spots that extend al so onto dorsal
fin; pelvic and anal fins dark.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

O her Ponmadasys species: at npbst rather faint spots on body (in

P. hasta fornming definite longitudinal lines) or large blotches (P. macul atus).

Rhoni scus species: very distinct |ongitudinal stripes on body.

Pl ect orhynchus species: 6 pores on chin, but no |ongitudinal groove
behi nd chin.
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Let hri nus species:
oper cul um

no scal es on pre-

Nemi pterus species: only 10 spines in
dorsal fin (11 to 15 in Ponadasys).

Lutj anus species: no scal es between

eye and nout h; dorsal and anal spines
weaker .
Sl ZE:

Maxi mum about 50 cm  common: 25 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

I ndia, Philippines and Queensl and,
but perhaps el sewhere in area; also,
westward to South Africa.

I nhabi ts coastal shel tered
estuaries and tidal

wat er s,
creeks.

Feeds on crustaceans and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

®

Throughout its range but especially
in South Africa and Queensl and (Australia).

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON

Separate statistics are not
Caught with bottomtraw s,

Mar ket ed fresh,

reported for this species.

al so salted;

bottom | ongl i nes,

fl esh excellent,

gillnets and traps.

tasty, inproved by bleeding the fish.

click for next page



	OTHER VOLUMES
	COVER
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	M
	MEGALOPIDAE
	Megalops cyprinoides

	MUGILIDAE
	Aldrichetta forsteri
	Liza argentea
	Liza subviridis
	Liza tade
	Liza vaigiensis
	Mugil cephalus
	Myxus elongatus
	Valamugil cunnesius
	Valamugil seheli
	Valamugil speigleri

	MULLIDAE
	Mulloidichthys flavolineatus
	Parupeneus bifasciatus
	Parupeneus barberinus
	Parupeneus macronema
	Parupeneus indicus
	Parupeneus heptacanthus
	Parupeneus fraterculus
	Parupeneus chryserydros
	Upeneus (Upeneus) moluccensis
	Upeneus (Upeneus) sulphureus
	Upeneus (Upeneus) vittatus
	Upeneus (Pennon) bensasi
	Upeneus (Pennon) sundaicus
	Upeneus (Pennon) tragula

	MURAENESOCIDAE
	Congresox talabon
	Congresox talabonoides
	Muraenesox bagio
	Muraenesox cinereus


	N - O
	NEMIPTERIDAE
	Plate  I
	Plate  II
	Plate  III
	Nemipterus bathybus
	Nemipterus delagoae
	Nemipterus hexodon
	Nemipterus japonicus
	Nemipterus marginatus
	Nemipterus mesoprion
	Nemipterus metopias
	Nemipterus nematophorus
	Nemipterus nemurus
	Nemipterus peronii
	Nemipterus tambuloides
	Nemipterus tolu
	Nemipterus virgatus
	Scolopsis taeniopterus
	Scolopsis vosmeri


	P - R
	PENTAPODIDAE
	Gnathodentex aurolineatus
	Gnathodentex mossambicus
	Gymnocranius griseus
	Gymnocranius robinsoni
	Monotaxis grandoculis

	POLYNEMIDAE
	Eleutheronema tetradactylum
	Polynemus indicus
	Polynemus plebeius
	Polynemus sextarius
	Polynemus heptadactylus
	Polynemus paradiseus

	POMADASYIDAE
	Plectorhynchus pictus
	Pomadasys hasta
	Pomadasys maculatus
	Pomadasys opercularis

	POMATOMIDAE
	Pomatomus saltator

	PRIACANTHIDAE
	Priacanthus macracanthus
	Priacanthus tayenus

	PSETTODIDAE
	Psettodes erwnei

	RACHYCENTRIDAE
	Rachycentron canadus


	S (From SA to SCI)
	SCIAENIDAE
	Argyrosomus amoyensis
	Argyrosomus hololepidotus
	Argyrosomus japonicus
	Argyrosomus miiuy
	Aspericorvina jubata
	Atrobucca nibe
	Bahaba chaptis
	Bahaba taipingensis
	Chrysochir aureus
	Collichthys crocea
	Daysciaena albida
	Dendrophysa russelli
	Johnius belangerii
	Johnius carutta
	Johnius coitor
	Johnius dussumieri
	Johnius trachycephalus
	Johnieops dussumieri
	Johnieops sina
	Johnieops vogteri
	Kathala axillaris
	Nibea albiflora
	Nibea chui
	Nibea maculata
	Nibea semifasciata
	Nibea semiluctuosa
	Nibea soldado
	Otolithes cuvieri
	Ototithes ruber
	Otolithoides biauritus
	Otolithoides pama
	Panna microdon
	Pennahia argentata
	Pennahia macrocephalus
	Pennahia macrophthalmus
	Pennahia pawak
	Potonibea diacanthus
	Pterotolithus lateoides
	Pterotolithus maculatus





