GASTROPODS
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Snails are the largest, most common and most diverse group of molluscs.
They constitute about 80% of all known living molluscs. The term gastropod
means “stomach footed” animals. They are comprised of a coiled body enclosed
by a one-piece dorsal shell and a ventral foot. The foot is a flat muscle by which
a snail creeps and glides along. The shells may be coiled (typical snails) or
uncoiled (limpets) while alternatively, some snails have reduced shells or have
lost them completely. Gastropod size varies from few millimetres to less than
1-m length. They can be herbivores, scraping algae from rocks, or scavengers
and deposit feeders, feeding on dead animals or detritus in the sediment.
Snails can also be predators of other animals such as echinoderms (Charonia)
or clams (Murex) or can feed on worms, molluscs, and fish, paralyzing their
prey with venom (Conus).

There are about 18 000 species of marine snails worldwide. They live in various
benthic habitats from the shoreline to the ocean’s bottoms, but pelagic species
are known. They are common and abundant in most oceans.

Relatively few species have a certain local commercial importance. Total
gastropod landings between 2000 and 2007 in the Mediterranean and Black
Sea (FAO area 37) amounted to about 8 500 tonnes/year. Total landings for
the area covered by the guide is about 20 tonnes/year (2000-2007). These
numbers are considered to be slightly underestimated as some countries lack
proper fishery statistics and do not report their catches accurately.
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TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS Caeuiliall g Aidl) cilalhiaal)
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CASSIDAE Cassidaria echinophora (Linnaeus, 1758) Sl pad)

FAO names: En — Spiny bonnet; Fr — Casque échinophore; Sp — Casco;
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Size: Maximum shell length 11.7 cm. oxe 11,7 Gad ill ) Jghall zanal)
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found usually between e 100 530 O Gleel e sale aal sy 553 Olad e glEll ) glae 1Blall ale g Jigall
30 and 100 m depth. Carnivorous species, feeds mainly on echinoderms. Alall G5 e L 3D aaY g5

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught occasionally with bottom S el Goall s b e s sl b e
trawls and dredges. i ' LT i ) oo T
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Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional in the area. Neighbouring Atlantic. ¥ " « @ e &
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FASCIOLARIIDAE Gluiandl)

Fusinus verrucosus (Gmelin, 1791) o
FAO names: En — Warty spindle; sl gd ‘;‘)M O s — Ar
Size: Maximum shell length 10 cm; common from 6 to 8 cm. 2 8 o 6 (o @il 5 an 10 Axdill adY) J skl zanal)
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found Gl e sale 2l 5y 55a ) el Jlo gl ) dlas 3Lal) ale g Jigall
usually between 5 and 50 m depth. Carnivorous species, . Gl clig sl e Ll sy =Y g _]):u 50 55 o

feeds mainly on snails, bivalves and worms.
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Importance to fisheries: None. Sometimes used for
decoration.

Distribution: Introduced via the Suez Canal. Common in the
Levantine basin. Red Sea.
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MURICIDAE Bolinus brandaris (Linnacus, 1758) <l s Y
FAO names: En — Purple dye murex; Fr — Murex-droite épine; Sp — Canailla; O‘ﬁj\!‘ s oS2) 5% — Ar
Size: Maximum shell length 9.2 cm. A 9.2 Axd gill adY) Jshall anal)
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found Sle sale aalgh 355 Olad e plall J}m Blall ale g Jigall
usually between 5 and 30 m depth. Carnivorous species, feeds bl e Ll 3 a5 \)M 30 55 o Glec|

mainly on molluscs. . o, P
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Importance to fisheries: Bycatch
species. Targeted in Tunisia. Caught
occasionally with bottom trawls, dredges
and trammel nets. Was used in ancient
times to produce a purple dye.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common
to occasional from Morocco to Libya,
rare from eastern part of the area.
Neighbouring Atlantic.
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MURICIDAE Hexaplex trunculus (Linnaeus, 1758) <l s Y

FAO names: En — Banded murex; Fr — Murex tuberculé; Sp — Busano; Lhik OSa ) 5a — Ar
Size: Maximum shell length 8.3 cm. o 8.3 Aad sall ety Jshall aaall
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft and hard bottoms. sale 2l gy 353 s Alall Gladll e glall ) slaa 13Lad) ale g Jigall
Found usually from the surface down to 100 m depth. sl e Ll sy waY g 5 e 100 5 gl o (las e

Carnivorous species, feeds mainly on molluscs. o
S eme G BlE s A g 50 das amall b dsarY)

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Targeted in -@‘ﬁﬂ‘ § Lol iy Aasadl a3y &e."{ PR PSRN

Tunisia. Caught commonly to occasionally with bottom trawls. .
Was used in ancient times to produce a Corall e @i cdangidl el 1p 5D
purple dye. S e AS oLl Ay Ll )
b e 8wy dakidl 8,48
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Distribution: Mediterranean, common
from Morocco to Libya and Turkey,
occasional in eastern part of the area.
Neighbouring Atlantic.
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MURICIDAE Murex forskoehlii Roding, 1798

FAO names: En — Spiny murex;
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Size: Maximum shell length 11.5 cm; common from 5 to 8 cm.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, buried in soft bottoms. Found
usually between 5 and 50 m depth. Carnivorous species, feeds
mainly on molluscs.

Importance to fisheries: None.
Caught occasionally with bottom
trawls, seines, entangling nets
or collected by scuba diving.
Commonly used for decoration.

Distribution: Introduced via the
Suez Canal. Common in the
Levantine basin. Red Sea and Gulf
of Aden and Gulf of Oman.
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MURICIDAE

FAO names: En — Carinate rock-shell;

Thais lacera (Born, 1778)
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Size: Maximum shell length 6.5 cm; common from 5 to 6 cm.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over hard bottoms. Found
usually from the surface down to 5 m depth. Carnivorous
species, feeds mainly on molluscs.

Importance to fisheries: None. Potentially interesting species
for human consumption or as bait.

Distribution: Introduced probably
by shipping. Common in the
Levantine basin. Indian Ocean
and Persian Gulf, but not in the
Red Sea.
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PATELLIDAE

FAO names: En — Rayed mediterranean limpet; Fr — Patelle de Méditerranée; Sp — Lapa azulada;

Patella caerulea Linnaeus, 1758 e

=l (ugillay _ Ar

Size: Maximum shell length 7 cm; commonly to 5 cm.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over rocks and hard grounds. Found usually
from the surface down to 5 m depth. Feeds by grazing on algae living on
rocks.

Importance to fisheries: Targeted species. Collected commonly to
occasionally by hand for consumption and to be used as bait.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common in the area. Neighbouring Atlantic.
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PATELLIDAE il uadl)

Patella ferruginea Gmelin, 1791 s
FAO names: En — Ferreous limpet; Fr — Patelle foncée; Sp — Lapa ferruginea; L;'M sillay — Ar
Size: Maximum shell length 9 cm; common from 5 to 7 cm. 7 U5 e @il 5 cans 9 AaB gall aY) Jshall sanall
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over rocks and hard grounds. Found usually o Gleel e sale aalshy Adall gl el e glll ) slae tBlad) ale g Jigall
from the surface down to 5 m depth. Feeds by grazing on algae living on siaall e Al Qi) ey sy el 5 g chandl

rocks. .
Al asla€ it ol WO Al aaad Le |0l 4l dgaal Y rasall B duad)

Importance to fisheries: None. Collected rarely by hand for consumption ..
and to be used as bait. el Al oy ¥ Adhidl (8 cile ) e dau gl el e g 3

Distribution: Western Mediterranean, occasional to absent in the area. Not
present in Atlantic.
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PATELLIDAE Patella rustica Linnaeus, 1758 Dzt
FAO names: En — Rustic limpet; Fr — Patelle ponctuée; Sp — Lapa punteada; Lsia sillay — Ar

Size: Maximum shell length 7 cm; commonly to 5 cm.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over rocks and hard grounds. Found usually
from the surface down to 5 m depth. Feeds by grazing on algae living on
rocks.

Importance to fisheries: Targeted species. Collected commonly to
occasionally by hand for consumption and to be used as bait.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common to occasional in the area. Neighbouring
Atlantic. 7

black tubercles
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PATELLIDAE Patella ulyssiponensis Gmelin, 1791 Cliruall)

FAO names: En — Rough limpet; Fr — Patelle rude; Sp — Lapa aspera; G e siallay — AF
Size: Maximum shell length 7 cm; common from 5 to 6 cm. o 6 () 5 (e @il g e 7 Radgall G,AS‘Y\ Jshll paad)
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over rocks and hard grounds. Found usually O Sleel e sile aal sy bl sy Hsaall Lo plill ) dlaa iball ale g Jigal)
from the surface down to 5 m depth. Feeds by grazing on algae living on sl e Al (s bl e sy il 5 )
rocks. )

arlaS alaaind ol N Al ATy Cpall G aand Cadgiae £ 1) b Asaal)
Importance to fisheries: Targeted species. Collected occasionally by hand 1

for consumption and to be used as bait. o

by staall aallaY) ol b iy dikaidll Ja | il oo siall adl 2g 55
Distribution: Mediterranean, common to occasional in the area. Neighbouring e N S e e sl ol i

Atlantic.

crenulated outline
wiios t—.i‘)h

oval-shaped shell
S 2y sy A 5

triangular ribs
Il Ak & Ml

dorsal view ventral view lateral view
‘é‘% !. 3 : .! ¥ !. 3 ‘—#.h. !. -




146

RANELLIDAE Charonia tritonis (Linnaeus, 1758)

FAO names: En — Variegated triton; Fr — Triton émaillé; Sp — Triton;

s o))
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Size: Maximum shell length 40 cm.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft

and hard bottoms. Found usually between

very elongated spire
10 and 50 m depth. Nocturnal. Carnivorous ;

Ll 4 e s 5 5

species, feeds mainly on molluscs and
echinoderms, particularly seastars.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Collected occasionally by hand while scuba
diving and rarely with dredges and bottom
trawls. Commonly used for decoration.
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STROMBIDAE Strombus persicus Swainson, 1821 A &\J"

FAO names: En — Persian conch; ‘;...U\é &‘)13 — Ar
Size: Maximum shell length 5 cm; common from 3.5 to 4.5 cm. 29 4.5 G 3.5 e @il g can 5 dad ill adY) Jhall aaal)
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found usually from \)M 5ojeh~d\g,g[9w‘\‘;ssab g Bsa ) glad e gl ) glas rBlall ale g i gall
the surface down to 50 m depth. Feeds by grazing on algae living on the _;\\)'éi);n o il Qllalall e sday
substrate.
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Importance to fisheries: None.
Potentially interesting species for
human consumption. Commonly
used for decoration.

Distribution: Introduced probably
by shipping. Common in eastern
Mediterranean. Southern coast of
Arabia and Persian Gulf.
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TONNIDAE Tonna galea (Linneaus, 1758) él"‘ﬂ ‘

FAO names: En — Helmet ton; Fr — Tonne cannelée; Sp — Caracol tonel;

sl B sl — Ar

Size: Maximum shell length 30 cm; common from 15 to 20 cm.

20 20 ) 15 (e Ll g ¢ 30 Aad gall Y Jshall aaall

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found usually between 5 £ s _’\)3‘, 80 55w Bleel e sale aal 5y 353 (el e Ul ) slaa 8Ll ale g Jigal)

and 80 m depth. Carnivorous, feeds mainly on seastars.

o) asai Gl Ll (6385, aaY

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught occasionally with bottom Lall U b fand S el Gaall s 4 oom e (5 5 dnas tauall B iaaY)

trawls or collected by hand while scuba diving. Consumed or used for
decoration.

Distribution: Mediterranean,
occasional to rare in the area.
Atlantic and probably Indo-

Pacific. Probably endangered.
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TROCHIDAE Monodonta turbinata (Born, 1780) sl ‘:‘\":‘é-’

FAO names: En — Turbinate monodont; Fr — Monodonte-fraise; Sp — Peonza fresa; g_r\j}j ¢ — Ar
Size: Maximum shell length 3.5 cm; common from 2 to 3 cm. e 3l 2 e @il g can 3.5 daB gall aY) skl sanall
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over hard bottoms. Found usually from the AN ol Gl e sale aal sy dulea (lad e gl ) slae 13lial) ale g Jigall
surface down to 5 m depth. Feeds by grazing on algae living on rocks. saaall e Ll (lakall ey sy
Importance to fisheries: None. Collected occasionally by hand for anlis El,,;i i, e sl S, o ot e s u& .

consumption and sometimes used as bait. sl

Distribution: Mediterranean, common in the area, rare in Morocco. . . s s
aorall (B g Ashaiall B adld cdas giall el zg 558
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