CEPHALOPODS
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Cephalopods belong to the large group of marine molluscs. They are
represented by octopuses, squids, and cuttlefishes and are considered to
be the most evolved molluscs. Cephalopod means “head footed” animals as
they possess tentacles projecting from a prominent head which encloses the
internal organs. The tentacles are a modification of the mollusc foot and have
various functions such as locomotion, predation, defence and reproduction.
Squids and cuttlefishes have cylindrical bodies, a pair of fins and eight arms
arranged in pairs as well as two larger specialized tentacles. Octopuses have
eight arms but no tentacles or fins. Arms and tentacles are usually equipped
with suckers. They are also characterized by the reduction or loss of the
external shell typical of molluscs and by the most advanced and complex
nervous system among invertebrates, with large brains and remarkably well
developed eyes. For locomotion, cephalopods use high-speed jets of water
flowing out of their body through a siphon. The siphon is a muscular tube that
allows the animal an excellent manoeuvrability to move in any direction and
at high speeds. When disturbed, most species distract potential predators by
clouding the water with an inky fluid containing a high concentration of melanin
(black pigment).

They range in size from 1 cm to about 1 min length. Giant octopuses have arm
spans of about 7 m for a weight of 70 kg while the largest squids measured
20 m for over 1 tonne. All cephalopods are carnivores and highly specialized
predators that mainly ambush and hunt crustaceans and fishes.

There are more than 700 species of cephalopods with new species being
described each year. They live in almost all types of marine habitats, mainly in
the tropics and may live at many thousands metres depths. They are known to
reproduce only once in their life and then die.

More than 60 species of cephalopods are reported in the Mediterranean and
a large number could be considered to be of local economic importance. Total
cephalopod landings between 2000 and 2007 in the Mediterranean and Black
Sea (FAO area 37) amounted to about 60 000 tonnes/year. Total landings for
the area covered by the guide are about 20 000 tonnes/year (2000-2007).
These numbers are considered to be slightly underestimated as some countries
lack proper fishery statistics and do not report their catches accurately.
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TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS OBl g Auidl) cilallhaal) l
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and Bobtail Squids

Order SEPIOIDEA — Cuttlefishes, Ram’s Horn Squids

Ten appendages around mouth (8 arms and 2 tentacles retractile into
pockets); suckers with chitinous rings; posterior fin lobes free; internal shell
straight, coiled and chambered, or straight and rudimentary.
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SEPIIDAE page 155

Three species reported so far
from the Mediterranean (FAO
Fishing Area 37). The regular
presence of 1 additional exotic
species needs confirmation.
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SEPIOLIDAE

At least 13 species reported from the Mediterranean (FAO Fishing Area 37).

page 158 Bobtail squids
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SEPIIDAE

Sepia elegans Blainville, 1827

FAO names: En — Elegant cuttlefish; Fr — Seiche élégante; Sp — Sepia elegante;

Gl bl
C&:‘ﬂ L — Ar

Size: From 4 to 7 cm ML (9 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft
and hard bottoms. Found usually between 30
and 450 m depth. Oceanodromous. Feeds on
molluscs, crustaceans, polychaetes, and fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Caught commonly to occasionally with bottom
trawls, seines and entangling nets.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common to
occasional in the area. Eastern Atlantic.
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L
SEPIIDAE Sepia officinalis Linnaeus, 1758 <l
FAO names: En — Common cuttlefish; Fr — Seiche commune; Sp — Sepia comun; C"L“‘ Lavs — Ar
Size: From 10 to 25 cm ML (38 cm ML). an 38 adY) 5 o 2510 il J sha rpaal)
Habitat and biology: Demersal, found mainly ClieY) z5es b5a ) lad o el 5 glall ) lae Blal) ale g Jigal)

over soft bottoms and seagrass meadows.
Found usually from the surface down to 200 m
depth. Oceanodromous. Feeds on molluscs,
crustaceans, polychaetes, and sometimes fishes.
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Importance to fisheries: Targeted species.
Caught commonly to occasionally with bottom
trawls, seines, entangling nets and spearguns.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common in area.
Northeastern and neighbouring Atlantic.
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SEPIIDAE

Sepia orbignyana Ferussac, 1826

FAO names: En — Pink cuttlefish; Fr — Seiche rosée; Sp — Sepia con punta;
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Size: From 5 to 10 cm ML (12 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft
bottoms. Found usually between 50 and 450 m
depth. Feeds on crustaceans and sometimes
fishes and cephalopods.

Importance to fisheries: Bycaich species.
Caught commonly to occasionally with bottom
trawls, entangling nets, and spearguns.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common to
occasional in the area. Eastern Atlantic.
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SEPIOLIDAE

Rondeletiola minor (Naef, 1912)

FAO names: En — Lentil bobtail squid; Fr — Sépiole bobie; Sp — Globito pequefio;
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Size: To 2.3

cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found
usually between 70 and 500 m depth. Sometimes found in
brackish waters. Feeds on crustaceans and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught in small
guantities in trawls and seines. Sold mixed with other species

orusedasb

ait.

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional to rare throughout

the area. Southeastern and neighbouring Atlantic.
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SEPIOLIDAE

Sepietta neglecta Naef, 1916

FAO names: En — Elegant bobtail squid; Fr — Sépiole élégante; Sp — Sepieta elegante;
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Size: To 3.3 cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found
usually between 20 and 500 m depth. Feeds on crustaceans
and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught in
small quantities in trawls and seines. Sold mixed with other
species or used as bait.

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional to rare throughout
the area. Northeastern and neighbouring Atlantic.
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SEPIOLIDAE Sepietta obscura Naef, 1916

FAO names: En — Mysterious bobtail squid; Fr — Sépiole mystérieuse; Sp — Sepieta misteriosa;
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Size: To 3 cm ML.

seagrass meadows. Found usually between 20 and 400 m

. . lub with 12 suck
depth. Gregarious. Feeds on crustaceans and small fishes. e wl suckers

in transverse rows

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms and 1-"*-\'_ ’27%
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Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught in small
quantities in trawls and seines. Sold mixed with other species

or used as bait.

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional to rare throughout
area. Neighbouring Atlantic.
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SEPIOLIDAE Sepietta oweniana (D’Orbigny, 1839-1841) #1 ) Ql:u\-:‘ﬂ‘

FAO names: En — Common bobtail squid; Fr — Sépiole commune; Sp — Sepieta comun;
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Size: To 4 cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft
bottoms. Found usually between 100 and
400 m depth. Feeds on crustaceans and
small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Caught in small quantities in trawls and
seines. Sold mixed with other species or
used as bait.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common to
occasionalthroughoutthe area. Northeastern
and neighbouring Atlantic.
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SEPIOLIDAE Sepiola affinis Naef, 1912 £ ) ey Al
FAO names: En — Analogous bobtail squid; Fr — Sépiole analogue; Sp — Sepiola analoga; Sl )gei s —Ar

Size: To 2.5 cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms.
Found usually between 15 and 30 m, up to 150 m
depth. Gregarious. Feeds on crustaceans and small
fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught
in small quantities in trawls and seines. Sold mixed
with other species or used as bait.

Distribution: Western and northern Mediterranean,
occasional to rare from Morocco to Libya, absent
from eastern part of the area.
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SEPIOLIDAE

Sepiola intermedia Naef, 1912

FAO names: En — Intermediate bobtail squid; Fr — Sépiole intermédiaire; Sp — Sepiola intermedia;
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Size: To 2.8 cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found usually
between 60 and 200 m depth. Feeds on crustaceans and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught in small quantities in
trawls and seines. Sold mixed with other species or used
as bait.

Distribution: Northern Mediterranean, occasional to rare
from Morocco to Libya, absent from eastern part of the
area. Northeastern Atlantic.
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SEPIOLIDAE Sepiola ligulata Naef, 1912 5 Al <y plaad)
FAO names: En — Tongue bobtail squid; Fr — Sépiole languette; Sp — Sepiola lengtiita; )-_;1,‘\1\ Skl sl — Ar
Size: To 2.5 cm ML. club with 8 very o 2.5 i all Y] Jshall zaaald)
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found small dense suckers : G3ed ) e i .3 ;
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SEPIOLIDAE

FAO names: En — Robust bobtail squid; Fr — Sépiole robuste; Sp — Sepiola robusta;

Sepiola robusta Naef, 1912
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Size: To 2.8 cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms.
Found usually between 20 and 500 m depth. Feeds
on crustaceans and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught
in small quantities in trawls and seines. Sold mixed
with other species or used as bait.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common to occasional
throughout the area. Eastern Atlantic.

hectocotylus

(338 (5 50) 5580 B2

club with 8 suckers
in transverse rows

copulatory apparatus:
complexly twisted lobe
(very variable) consisting
of 3 hook-like structures
i e gilh b caland) 411
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ventral view

rounded fin
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SEPIOLIDAE

FAO names: En — Dwarf bobtail; Fr — Sépiole naine; Sp — Sepiola enana;

Sepiola rondeleti 1each, 1834
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Size: From 4to 5 cm ML (6 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft
bottoms and seagrass meadows. Found usually
from the surface down to 450 m depth. Feeds on
crustaceans and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Caught in small guantities in trawls and seines.
Sold mixed with other species or used as bait.

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional to
rare throughout the area. Northeastern and
neighbouring Atlantic.

horn of copulatory
apparatus recurved
to form a small hole

Aa o8 JSud Ay
g

suckers equal in size
Laas 4y  gbudia Claad)

hectocotylus
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dorsal view
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Order TEUTHOIDEA — Myopsid and Oegopsid Squids
Ten appendages around mouth (8 arms and 2 tentacles contractile, but not
retractile into pockets); sucker ornamentation with chitinous rings and/or

hooks; internal shell pen-shaped and chitinous.
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Arms squids

BRACHIOTEUTHIDAE page 172

One single species reported from the
Mediterranean (FAO Fishing Area 37).

eye not covered
by membrane
Blasa Coad (gl
N

long and slender body
dind dish ausn

dorsal view
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tentacular club
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numerous rows of small
suckers, no hooks
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funnel-locking cartilage
simple and straight
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HISTIOTEUTHIDAE | page 173 Jewell and umbrella squids 44l g 5_a gall <l jba 173 isia Sla) sl
Two species reported so far from the Mediterranean (FAO Fishing Area 37). (BN 33e ) dalaie 5ol 37 apal) dikhia) Jan giall a3 e g3 ea s OV s o
\ J
o

arms without hooks but
with suckers in 2 rows
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club with 4 or more
irregular rows
Chsia 4 ) puadl
81 S dakiic e

eye not covered
by membrane

Slaia e ol funnel-locking cartilage simple, slightly
eLday broad and straight or slightly curved
Qe s b il BI2] iy o
le 5 gade oA sl leas ) allina
adhesion apparatus of carpal
suckers and knobs in linear series
left eye considerably sl f*-)’"--“)” ‘i'l-m&jdf CSL-A-“N‘ a
photophores larger than right eye s Judlu B AaaTia
present on body ST o pal
h el o s
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ventral view



LOLIGINIDAE

page 174

Inshore squids

Five species reported so far from the Mediterranean (FAO Fishing
Area 37), out of which 1 is exotic.

eye covered by a
transparent membrane

Calad Lia slhia (pal)

4 rows of suckers,
no hooks

(ilaadll (o Chgla 4
Sl oy Y g

tentacular club

‘ O 2 rows of suckers

ventral view
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arms without hooks,
suckers in 2 rows
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shape variable from short

and stout to long and slender
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funnel-locking cartilage
simple and straight
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fins united at
posterior end
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OMMASTREPHIDAE page 178 Flying squids 8 lall ey jlal) 178 dsa clak gl
Four species reported so far from the L siall ) gl sl An )l 2 sa 5 OV s o

Mediterranean (FAO Fishing Area 37). (e s i) Addaie (5 37 sl dikaia)

arms without hooks,
suckers in 2 rows
(DS 5 & BNl
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eye not covered
by membrane
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elday

L -shaped funnel-locking cartilage
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ventral view



ONYCHOTEUTHIDAE page 181 Hooked squids 2‘:‘-‘533‘ by bl 181 4aba QQMEJH\

Two species reported so far from the eall Aslaic) Jan giall jadll A a6 s OV s Jas
Mediterranean (FAO Fishing Area 37). .(3~°b)'5‘3 e dadaie a1 37

arms without hooks,
suckers in 2 rows
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eye not covered
by membrane
slara ye Cpall
oLz

2 rows of hooks and 2 rows of suckers
(absent sometimes) on clubs
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funnel-locking cartilage
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t.aﬂ\ e) Cag
pfiie g Japuy

fins with relatively
sharp angles
Ul 55 el caile 5l
me sala

carpal adhesive apparatus
with circular to oval shape
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tentacular club

dorsal view
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BRACHIOTEUTHIDAE

Brachioteuthis riisei (Steenstrup, 1882)

FAO names: En — Common arm squid; Fr — Encornet bras courts commun; Sp — Braquiluria comun;

Aga guddl) iy Jaal
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Size: To 8 cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, oceanic. Found y/
from the surface down to 3 000 m. Feeds on _:' /
crustaceans, molluscs and small fishes. ’f/

[

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. g :
Caught rarely with trawls. / Pt

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional in the
area. Worldwide distribution.

proximal region of manus greatly expanded
with small suckers on long stalks in numerous
irregular series. Dactylus with suckers in 4 series
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mantle very elongate

and muscular
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tentacular club dorsal view
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HISTIOTEUTHIDAE

Histioteuthis bonnellii (Férussac, 1835)

FAO names: En — Umbrella squid; Fr — Louténe bonnet; Sp — Joyeluria membranosa;

Sl _ad)

312-9)‘-.\; - Ar

Size: To 33 cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, oceanic.
Found usually between 500 and 1 500 m
depth. Gregarious. Feeds on crustaceans,
molluscs and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch
species. Caught rarely with trawls.

Distribution: Western and northern
Mediterranean, occasional to rare from
Morocco to Libya, absent from eastern
part of the area. Eastern Atlantic, southern
Indian Ocean and southwestern Pacific
Ocean.

17 light organs
around periphery
of right eye-lid
i guda | guae 17
Gl il s

left and right eye
el g s )yl

maroon coloured web

broad and deep

QS‘A )Aai ;Lum:
G pa e

left eye larger in
size than right eye
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ventral view
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very distinct light organ
on tips of arms I-111
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LOLIGINIDAE

FAO names: En — Midsize squid; Fr — Casseron bambou; Sp — Calamarin menor;

Alloteuthis media (Linnaeus, 1758)
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Size: From 3 to 7 cm ML (13.2 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Demersal, neritic
living close to soft bottoms. Found
usually from the surface down to 200 m.
Oceanodromous species. Feeds on
crustaceans, molluscs and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch
species. Caught commonly to rarely with
bottom trawls and beach seines, rarely
with entangling nets. An active trawl
fishery targeting this species, exists in the
western Mediterranean.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common
to occasional in the area. Neighbouring
Atlantic.
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no suckers on
buccal membrane
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large medial suckers on manus
(9-14% of head width)
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very long tentacles
Jaa sk ual )

narrow pointed
posterior end of mantle
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LOLIGINIDAE

Alloteuthis subulata (Lamarck, 1798)

FAO names: En — European common squid; Fr — Casseron commun; Sp — Calamarin picudo;

(bl sl iy

Bls ool Jbs —Ar

Size: From 7 to 10 cm ML (18 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Demersal, neritic
living close to various bottoms. Found
usually from the surface down to 300 m.
Oceanodromous species. Feeds mainly
on small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch
species. Caught occasionally with bottom
trawls, rarely with beach seines.

Distribution: Mediterranean,
occasional to rare in the
area. Northeastern  and
neighbouring Atlantic.

relatively large medial
suckers (6-8% of head width)
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tentacular club

short tentacles
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LOLIGINIDAE

Loligo forbesii Steenstrup, 1856

FAO names: En — Veined squid; Fr — Encornet veiné; Sp — Calamar veteado;

[_,h\y.ﬂ\ cﬂ\,ul..\a
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Size: From 20 to 40 cm ML (90 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, neritic
living close to various bottoms. Found
usually between 100 m and 400 m.
Oceanodromous species. Feeds mainly
on small fishes but also on cephalopods,
crustaceans,andpolychaetes;cannibalism
is common.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Caught occasionally with bottom trawls
and entangling nets.

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional
inthe area. Northeastern and neighbouring
Atlantic, probably Red Sea and western
Indian ocean.

(338) (s 550) s 5ia g0

suckers on manus
subequal in size

hectocotylus

small suckers present ”\&‘ :
on buccal membrane
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tentacular club
ventral view
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LOLIGINIDAE

Loligo vulgaris Lamarck, 1798

FAO names: En — European squid; Fr — Encornet européenne; Sp — Calamar europeo;

(Bl sl iy
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Size: From 15 to 25 cm ML (64 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, neritic living
over various bottoms. Found usually between
20 m and 100 m, up to 500 m depth.
Oceanodromous species. Feeds mainly
on fishes and crustaceans; cannibalism is
common.

Importance to fisheries: Targeted species.
Caught commonly to occasionally with bottom
trawls, seines, entangling nets and hooks-
and-lines.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common in the
area. Eastern Atlantic.
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on buccal membrane
3 yta Gl 44
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small suckers present

manus with 4 longitudinal series of suckers, 2
median series with 6-8 enlarged suckers each
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OMMASTREPHIDAE

Illex coindetii (Verany, 1839)

FAO names: En — Broadtail shortfin squid; Fr — Encornet rouge; Sp — Pota voladora;

178
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Size: From 20 to 25 cm ML (38 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, over various
bottoms. Found usually between 60 and
400 m depth. Close to the bottom during
the day and in the water column at night.
Feeds on euphausid crustaceans and
fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Caught commonly to occasionally with
bottom and midwater trawls.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common
to occasional in the area. Eastern and
western Atlantic.

arm sucker ring  tentacular sucker ring
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8 longitudinal rows
of very small suckers
on tip of clubs
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tentacular club

dorsal view

hectocotylus
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OMMASTREPHIDAE Todarodes sagittatus (Lamarck,1798) ‘ﬁl:‘“#‘
FAO names: En — European flying squid; Fr — Toutenon commun; Sp — Pota europea; b s —Ar

Size: From 25 to 35 cm ML (75 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Pelagic, over
various bottoms. Found usually from
the surface down to 1 000 m depth.
Close to the bottom during the day and

in the water column at night. 4 rows of suckers
on tips of clubs
Importance to fisheries: Bycatch (e Csad
species. Caught occasionally with | Al e clasdl
bottom and midwater trawls. padl

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional
in the area. Eastern Atlantic.
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without side pockets
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very long tentacular club extends along stalk

tentacular club
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central tooth
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dorsal view
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OMMASTREPHIDAE

FAO names: En - Lesser flying squid; Fr — Toutenon souffleur; Sp — Pota costera;

Todaropsis eblanae (Ball, 1841)

180
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Size: From 15 to 20 cm ML (29 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found usually between
20 and 850 m (typically at shelf break zone). Feeds on crustaceans, molluscs

and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught mainly with bottom

trawls.

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional to rare in the area. Eastern Atlantic

and Indo-Pacific.

hectocotylus
present on both
left and right

4 rows of suckers
on tips of clubs

ol AL e

arms IV in males
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manus with 6 transverse

rows of 4 suckers, each
with median pairs up to 4

times larger in diameter

than lateral suckers
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ONYCHOTEUTHIDAE Onychoteuthis banksii (Leach, 1817)

FAO names: En — Common clubhook squid; Fr — Cornet crochu; Sp — Luria ganchuda;

EIRPA!
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Size: To 30 cm ML.

Habitat and biology: Pelagic. Found usually from the surface
down to 800 m depth. Feeds on crustaceans, molluscs and
small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught
occasionally with trawls and hooks-and-lines. Bite may be
toxic and may inflect a painful wound.

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional to rare in the area.
Warm and temperate waters worldwide.

20-22 large, claw-like hooks in

2 rows and no suckers on clubs
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Order OCTOPODA — Octopuses

Eight appendages around mouth (8 arms and no tentacles); fins absent;
suckers without chitinous rings set directly on arms without stalks; shell

absent; light organs absent.
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OCTOPODIDAE page 183 Octopuses PR 183 4aie ilsha gubad¥)

Eleven species reported so far from the Lo gl adl e g e aal dgm s oV s J34
Medltgrrangan (FAO Fishing Area 37), out male’s he.cto.cotylized a@ not coiled i.n sac £ 5 ‘(2_‘__\)).”; A3e Y dadiie 5 37 asall dak )
of which 1 is exotic. s b iile e o SAI g aall £ 3 i Leie sal s

water pores absent
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body firm
SECa 5 (5 68 puanl)




OCTOPODIDAE Bathypolypus sponsalis (Fischer and Fischer, 1892) il galadly)
FAO names: En — Globose octopus; Fr — Poulpe globuleux; Sp — Pulpito; 7y Sk )__‘L-At —Ar
Size: From 4 to 6 cm ML (10 cm ML). oot 10 Y] 5 ns 64 sl Jsha aaal)
. . ) globose mantle ’
Habitat and biology: Demersal, oceanic. Found between $3508 i oo s e gl e sBlall aley Jisal

200 m and 2 000 m. Feeds on crustaceans, molluscs,
brittle stars and fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught
occasionally to rarely with bottom trawls.

Distribution: Western Mediterranean. Occasional to rare
from Morocco to Tunisia, never recorded from Levantine
waters.

in males, right arm III hectocotylized,
50-60% shorter than left arm III
a5 <A sal G ) )3
el 60-50% 58 5 s il g 1N ) g
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ligula long (about 9-10%
of hectocotylus length)
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2 rows of suckers
on arms

terminal part of hectocotylus
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OCTOPODIDAE Eledone cirrhosa (Lamarck, 1798) Cilab guhady)
FAO names: En — Horned octopus; Fr — Elédone commune; Sp — Pulpo blanco; Oﬁi L}‘L‘g —Ar
Size: From 7 to 9 cm ML (19 cm ML). o 19 (a5 an 97 (il Jsha zaaad)
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft bottoms. Found usually between 30 5 500 530 O Glesl e sale aal g 3sa ) e e glll ) glaa Blad) ale g Jigall
and 500 m depth. Gregarious. Feeds mainly on shrimps, crabs and lobsters. Ll Q) g enla pudl g il Y e Lo AT
Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught commonly to occasionally el Gl dlld 8 am e ) ils (s 5 dnae tauall b il
with bottom trawls. ) o . ..
o oy Akl B cile ) 5l ) ot e gl o sl) a1 S
Distribution: Mediterranean, common from Morocco to Libya, rare to absent - - i G5 s s
. el (B8
from eastern part of area. Northeastern Atlantic.
ligula short and indistinct lateral ridge

on hectocotylized right

suckers near tips of PR ENJEN

arm III, calamus absgnt
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male arms compressed
and drawn out into
leaf-like prolongations
AL e A 3l Cleaaal)
ik e KAl g
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lateral view
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arm hectocotylus
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terminal part

1 row of suckers on arms
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OCTOPODIDAE

Eledone moschata (Lamarck, 1798)

il galaay)

FAO names: En — Musky octopus; Fr — Elédone musquée; Sp — Pulpo almizclado; Sia o gibdl _ Ar
Size: From 7 to 8 cm ML (18 cm ML). I . .
( ) ligula short and indistinct i)y s 87 i ill U5 spaall
Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft on hectocotylized right .~ 18

bottoms. Found usually between 10 and 200 m
depth. Gregarious. Feeds on crustaceans,
molluscs and small fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Targeted in Turkey and Tunisia. Caught
commonly to occasionally with bottom trawls
and entangling nets.

Distribution: Mediterranean, common to

occasional in the area.

suckers near tips
of male arms in 2
parallel rows of
flattened platelets
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on arms
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OCTOPODIDAE Octopus macropus Risso, 1826 Cilab guhady)
FAO names: En — White-spotted octopus; Fr — Poulpe tacheté; Sp — Pulpo patudo; L§)4 .L.ﬁL'J —Ar

Size: From 8 to 12 cm ML (20 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over soft
and hard bottoms. Found usually from the
surface down to 20 m depth. Solitary. Feeds on
crustaceans, molluscs and sometimes fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Caught occasionally with spearguns, traps,
hooks and rarely with bottom trawls.

Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional to
rare in the area. Tropical waters worldwide.
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2 rows of suckers
on arms

tip modified into a tubular,

long, stout ligula in males
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white spots on body
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small a nd pointed calamus very long arms, dorsal arms longest and

ventral ones shortest; in males, right
arm III shortened as hectocotylized
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OCTOPODIDAE

FAO names: En — Common octopus; Fr — Pieuvre; Sp — Pulpo comun;

Octopus vulgaris Cuvier, 1797

il galad )

Size: From 10 to 20 cm ML (25 cm ML).

Habitat and biology: Demersal, over various bottoms. Found usually between
1 and 100 m depth. Solitary, oceanodromous. Feeds on crustaceans, molluscs
and sometimes fishes.

Importance to fisheries: Targeted species. Caught commonly to occasionally
with bottom trawls, seines, hooks and spearguns.

Distribution: Mediterranean, commonin area. Atlantic. Tropical and temperate
waters worldwide.

tip modified into a spoon-
shaped ligula in males
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arms II and III longest
and of about equal
length; in males, right
arm III shortened as
hectocotylized
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