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INTRODUCTION TO JAWLESS FISHES
CnSal) dagand) ) dadia

Jawless fishes constitute the most primitive fishes living today. They are
characterized by lacking jaws and alternatively having a round mouth
containing rows of teeth. Their body is elongated and cylindrical without paired
fins or skin scales which are easily noticeable in most other fishes. Only two
orders exist in the world today, namely hagfishes and lampreys.

Hagfishes (or slime eels) are marine benthic scavengers that mostly feed on
dead or dying fishes. They are known to bore into their prey and eat them
from the inside out. Slime eels live in burrows they dig in soft bottoms and can
secrete a thick viscous slime as a defence mechanism. About 20 species exist
worldwide, with only one species recorded in the Mediterranean but only on
rare occasions.

Lampreys are primarily freshwater fishes. Young hatch in fresh water and some
species migrate to the sea to mature. Lampreys attach to other fishes with their
oral disc, rasp through the skin with their toothed tongue, and feed by sucking
blood from their prey. There are about 30 species of lampreys worldwide, with
only one species of importance in the area.
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Order PETROMYZONTIFORMES — Lampreys abslal) - Slal) 4

PETROMYZONTIDAE Petromyzon marinus Linnaeus, 1758 <lslal)

FAO names: En — Sea lamprey; Fr — Lamproie marine; Sp — Lamprea marina; QAN _ Ar
Size: From 50 to 80 cm TL (120 cm TL). 120 Y g axe 80—50 S J ghall zaaall
Habitat and biology: Demersal, anadromous species which migrates to &'J"‘L' Sty sl g sy | IS Hedll ) sl e salea gUll ) slae 13ladl ale g Jigal)
running freshwater for spawning. Feeds by attaching on a variety of fishes Leban abiaial 5 Ay yad) iyl 5 Gllawl) (e Bac

and marine mammals by sucking their blood. s L L.
o) Coall el 5 Al A BEAN Glall 8 5ol o gl dnae tamall B aaY)
Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species. Caught rarely with entangling nets ) . i ) T,
and bottom trawls. Fob el B S Al ok Aol dangidl el e (B g
PEIAY

Distribution: Rare in western Mediterranean, absent in eastern part of the i
area. Northeastern Atlantic.
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