’ CHIMAERAS
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himaeras are strange-looking cartilaginous fishes. They are related
to sharks and rays but grouped separately because of several unique
features.

Unlike other cartilaginous fishes, ratfishes have one pair of gill slits covered by
a flap of skin and most have a long rat-like tail. Their skin is smooth and lacks
scales. Most species have a venomous spine on the dorsal fin. The upper jaw
is fused to the skull and lacks the sharp and replaceable teeth characteristic
of sharks. They have instead three pairs of permanent grinding tooth plates.
They also have separate anal and urogenital openings, unlike sharks and rays.
Ratfishes have also some bony fishes characteristics.

Chimaeras live mostly in deep-water and are captured by bottom trawls and
entangling nets. They are rarely eaten in the Mediterranean but their livers are
used for fish oil extraction. They feed mainly on small invertebrates living on
the bottom.

They are sometimes called ratfishes, ghost sharks or rabbitfishes.

Only one species is found in the Mediterranean Sea, but about 30 species are
known from various parts of the world.

M@ﬂ)uw\}cu\ﬂhmd@)&bd\ufu})ﬁdLu\«ﬁb;l\dLu‘){‘
B By il e ey Aladia

Laalall d}sﬁd\w\hb \A}J a8l Al dmmd&s.dd}}(\ Igd g parll el s
el jall e sli aclill laals aﬂ\&mm\ﬁ}:»a@@d@%mﬂ;&w
umY\é\)w}Mh@ud)M\ds&l A pedall daie 3N e Al 4S5 g il alanal
Al milaall (e daily C‘JJ‘ A @l (ya Yoy Laal s e 5SU 5 53aa0) JlasindU AL 53l
fn o anl s il (i Lyl 253040 Al ellia il 5 gl (SU BMA 5 Aiallal
palial) Alany) atlnd (el sl gl il s (s Al

4_<.U.Mndmbmwg_UJquumy@;,muum@m\pumwwuuuu
wm‘&uéﬁ\wdmuﬁ)sbu)ﬂ\);J\MLM@JS))LA\JJ\J@} ML.\AX\J\
_‘):\a...al\ 4.3&:\3}\ uQ)hBJU\LAsLuLu\Lg _d.m.d\ ;\3‘)

i V) e g oy il Caldal o 333540 il el Ads

el eladl Calize Lo 5 30 )8 Lt et (n 3 aussiall b o gl g 53 i




282

TECHNICAL TERMS AND MEASUREMENTS oalial) g 45dl) clatlaaal)
< total length g
| SIS J skl |
I |
I length to 2" dorsal base | |
< P T T I > |
| frontal tentaculum ) A 4 jelal Adie Sl 306 (S | shal | |
| (male) fin spine : |
: Gnale dpud sy Adie HAS S | :
| (59) \ 1% dorsal fin : |

)4 selal) | |
| lateral line canals SR Adse 3t 2" dorsal fin : |
t | A &y i)l die 30 | |
snou |
|
okl | : :
: ; P | I
- R | '
= S T e T e |
SN — |
: . /’ ‘\\ \f T :
| | B .
nostril | mouth | clasper (male sex organ) caudal fin caudal filament
4 | . | o SA il suaally Sludiall LA daie 5 FRRYYS
- | el | gill opening (65 ) i ’
| | e it pectoral fin
: soft gill cover : ) 4 s ddic ) pelvic fin anal fin
| |
: : prepelvic tentaculum
| head I A n Bl 3
[— ¥
el

diagram of a male chimaera
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naked skin; 2 dorsal fins, the 1st with a long spine;

Order CHIMAERIFORMES — Chimaeras

A cartilaginous skeleton; a simple external gill opening on each side of head;

elongate tapering tail.
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CHIMAERIDAE Shortnose chimaeras Ay 5_uall) cild) Al

A single species reported from the snout short, blunt
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caudal fin on a horizontal axis
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Chimaera monstrosa Linnacus, 1758

FAO names: En — Rabbit fish; Fr — Chimére commune; Sp — Quimera;
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Size: From 50 to 60 cm TL (120 cm TL).

Habitat and biology: Semipelagic over soft
bottoms, at depths ranging from 200to 1 000 m.
Oviparous. Feeds on benthic invertebrates.

Importance to fisheries: Bycatch species.
Caught occasionally to rarely with bottom
trawls, longlines and entangling nets. Might be
kept as a trophy. Potentially dangerous species,
can inflect serious wound with the venomous
spine present on the first dorsal fin.

« < | Very strong venomous spine
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anal fin separated from caudal fin
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Distribution: Mediterranean, occasional in
western area and rare from eastern side.

large pectoral pointed fins filamentous caudal fin
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Northeastern Atlantic.
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