
Symphurus parvus Ginsburg, 1951

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / Symphurus minor Ginsburg, 1951.
FAO names: En - Pygmy tonguefish.

Diagnostic characters: Body moderately deep; maximum depth in anterior 1/3 of body; body tapering fairly
rapidly in posteriorly. Head relatively long and wide; head length slightly less than head width. Snout short,
pointed. Lower eye large; eyes usually equal in position. Anterior and medial surfaces of eyes partially cov-
ered with 4 to 8 small ctenoid scales. Pupillary operculum well developed. Maxilla usually extending poste-
riorly to point between verticals through anterior margin and midpoint of lower eye. Ocular-side lower jaw
without fleshy ridge. Margin of ocular-side premaxilla with teeth extending over anterior 1/2 to
three-fourths (rarely along entire jaw margin); ocular-side dentary with teeth extending over entire
margin of bone; less frequently, teeth along only anterior three-fourths of dentary margin. Dorsal-fin
rays 75 to 86. Anal-fin rays 60 to 70. Scales absent on blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin rays. Basal re-
gions of dorsal-fin membrane from about seventh dorsal-fin ray and backwards, and anal-fin mem-
brane throughout entire length of fin with a series of openings (membrane ostia) between fin rays.
Caudal-fin rays 10. Longitudinal scale rows 59 to 78. ID pattern 1-5-2 or 1-4-2. Total vertebrae 43 to 47,
usually 44 to 46. Colour: ocular surface light brown or yellowish with conspicuous, prominent, dark
brown, roughly oblong- or diamond-shaped blotch immediately anterior to caudal-fin base, and vari-
able number and arrangement of irregular dusky markings; occasional specimens with traces of faint, darker
brown, incomplete crossbands. Blind side whitish or yellowish, without pepper-dots. Peritoneum
unpigmented. Dorsal and anal fins without conspicuous spots or blotches. Caudal fin usually darker
than dorsal or anal fins. Scaly proximal portion of caudal fin with small, darker area sometimes forming diffuse
spot. Membrane and finrays of caudal fin on blind side with pepper-dots, especially well developed at base of
fin.
Size: Maximum about 88 mm standard length, commonly 40 to 70 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Occurs on mud bottoms on the inner continental shelf at depths of 20 to 146
m, with 1 unusual deep-water capture of a single specimen at 383 m.Centre of abundance occurs between 30
and 110 m. Collected on west Florida shelf at 18.8 to 24�C and salinities of 33.8 to 36.3‰. Males and females
attain similar sizes. Females mature at 40 to 45 mm standard length. Most collections consist of solitary indi-
viduals. Of no commercial interest.
Distribution: Western North Atlantic from just
south of Cape Lookout, North Carolina, to Trini-
dad. Most frequently taken off the southeastern
Atlantic coast of Florida, throughout the Gulf of
Mexico, including areas off west Florida, the
Central Gulf off Alabama and Louisiana, and the
western Gulf off Texas and the Yucatán Penin-
sula, and throughout the Caribbean Sea includ-
ing areas to off Belize, eastern Venezuela, and
Trinidad.Absent from the Greater and Lesser An-
tilles.
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Symphurus pelicanus Ginsburg, 1951

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / None.
FAO names: En - Longtail tonguefish.

Diagnostic characters: Body slender;maximum depth near midpoint;with gradual posterior taper.Head long
and moderately wide;head length usually equal or slightly smaller than, head width.Lower eye relatively large;
eyes usually equal in position. Anterior and medial surfaces of eyes with 3 or 4 rows of small ctenoid scales.
Pupillary operculum absent. Snout long and pointed. Maxilla extending posteriorly to vertical through
midpoint of lower eye. Ocular-side lower jaw without fleshy ridge. Teeth on ocular-side jaws very small.
Lower jaw with teeth along nearly entire length of dentary; ocular-side premaxilla with teeth usually
along margin of anterior three-fourths of jaw, occasionally with row of slender teeth along complete
margin of premaxilla. Dorsal-fin rays 77 to 85. Dorsal-fin origin usually posterior to vertical through
midpoint of upper eye. Anal-fin rays 64 to 70.Scales absent on blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin rays.Cau-
dal-fin rays 12. Longitudinal scale rows 62 to 70 (most specimens missing scales). ID pattern usually 1-3-2.
Total vertebrae 43 to 46, usually 45 or 46. Colour: ocular surface uniformly light brown to yellowish and
without prominent crossbands or caudal blotch. Crossbands, when present, faintly pigmented and barely
perceptible. Blind side off-white and thickly sprinkled with very small pepper-dots over entire surface
from about angle of jaws to caudal region in heavily pigmented individuals; speckling of pepper-dots
usually heaviest on regions of blind side overlying dorsal- and anal-fin pterygiophores. Peritoneum
black. Dorsal, anal, and caudal fins not pigmented differently from general body coloration. Caudal fin
usually yellowish or hyaline over entire length, occasionally with irregular, poorly-defined spot at caudal-fin
base.
Size: Maximum about 70 mm standard length, commonly 31 to 60 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Occurs primarily on silt and soft mud bottoms in moderate depths (24 to
133 m) on the inner continental shelf, with centre of abundance between 31 and 70 m. Uncommonly occurring
deeper than 80 m.Unknown from areas in the eastern and far southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the Antilles, or Ca-
ribbean locations with narrow continental shelves, or extensive reef development and live-bottom habitats.
Males and females attain similar sizes. Females
mature at 37 to 40 mm standard length. Little is
known of the ecology of this diminutive flatfish.
No commercial interest to fisheries.
Distribution: Continental shelf from Straits of
Florida, eastern Gulf of Mexico (based on a sin-
gle capture), but most common on the inner con-
tinental shelf west and south of the Mississippi
Delta to Guyana. There is also an unusual cap-
ture, perhaps an expatriated individual, of an
adult taken on the surface in the Sargasso Sea
(29�55’N, 70�20’W).

Pleuronectiformes: Cynoglossidae 1951



Symphurus piger (Goode and Bean, 1886)

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / None.
FAO names: En - Deepwater tonguefish.

Diagnostic characters: Body relatively deep; maximum depth in anterior 1/3 of body; tapering relatively
rapidly posterior to midpoint. Head long and wide; head much shorter than wide. Lower eye relatively small;
eyes usually equal in position. Anterior and medial surfaces of eyes usually covered with 4 or 5 short rows of
small ctenoid scales. Pupillary operculum absent. Snout short, rounded. Ocular-side lower jaw without
fleshy ridge. Teeth along entire margin of ocular-side dentary. Anterior three-fourths of margin of ocu-
lar-side premaxilla usually with teeth; occasionally teeth over entire marginal surface of premaxilla.
Dorsal-fin rays 80 to 90. Anal-fin rays 68 to 74. Scales absent on blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin rays.
Caudal-fin rays usually 12. Longitudinal scale rows 62 to 75. ID pattern usually 1-3-2. Total vertebrae 45
to 49, usually 47 to 49. Hypurals 5. Colour: ocular surface dark brown with 3 to 10 (usually 5 to 8)
well-developed, darker brown, sharply-contrasting, rather narrow crossbands on head and body;
without caudal blotch. Crossbands continued onto dorsal and anal fins as small, elongate or irregu-
larly-shaped, diffuse blotches. Occasionally, crossbands scarcely evident against exceptionally dark back-
ground coloration. Ocular surface of individuals collected on light-coloured substrates yellowish, with faint,
almost imperceptible crossbands. Blind side uniformly yellowish-white; without pepper-dots. Perito-
neum black. Dorsal and anal fins without definite spots or blotches. Caudal-fin uniformly dark, without
pigmented spot at caudal-fin base.
Size: Maximum about 130 mm standard length, commonly 80 to 105 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology and fisheries: Occurs on relatively soft mud bottoms on the outer continental shelf and up-
per continental slope at 92 to 549 m, with a centre of abundance between 141 and 300 m.Small juveniles occur
at depths inhabited by adults. Rarely collected at depths shallower than 110 m or deeper than 300 m. Males
and females attain similar sizes.Females mature
at ca. 70 mm standard length. Little is known
about the ecology of this species. Of no commer-
cial interest.
Distribution: Primarily a tropical species wide-
spread in relatively deep-water areas from
southern Florida (ca. 30�N), the Florida Straits
and Bahamas, infrequently in the Gulf of Mexico,
and south through the Caribbean Sea, including
waters off the Greater and Lesser Antilles, as
well as off Mexico (Yucatán Peninsula), Central
America, and northern South America to about
French Guiana (7�N, 53�W).
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Symphurus plagiusa (Linnaeus, 1766) YFP

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / Symphurus civitatium (Ginsburg, 1951).
FAO names: En - Blackcheek tonguefish; Fr - Langue joue noire; Sp - Lengua caranegra.
Diagnostic characters: Body moderately deep;
maximum depth in anterior 1/3 of body; tapering
gradually posterior to midpoint. Head moderately
long and wide; head length shorter than head
width. Snout short and rounded. Lower eye small;
eyes usually equal in position. Anterior and medial
surfaces of eyes not covered with scales.
Pupillary operculum absent (occasional speci-
mens with upper side of iris with irregular margin
that may be remnant of small, poorly-developed,
pupillary operculum). Ocular-side lower jaw with
fleshy ridge near posterior margin. Ocular-side
premaxilla usually lacking teeth altogether.
Dorsal-fin rays 81 to 91. Anal-fin rays 66 to 75. Blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin rays (especially in
posterior region of fins and in larger specimens) with single row of small, well-developed ctenoid
scales extending from base to point about three-fourths length of fin ray. Larger specimens also with
row of small, well-developed ctenoid scales extending from base to about three-fourths length of fin
rays on ocular side of body. Caudal-fin rays usually 10. Longitudinal scale rows 76 to 86. ID pattern
usually 1-4-3. Total vertebrae 44 to 49, usually 45 to 48. Colour: ocular surface uniformly dull tannish to
dark brown with or without crossbands, or light to dark brown with sharply contrasting dark brown crossbands.
Individuals from habitats with light-coloured substrates generally with whitish ocular surface, with or without
crossbands. Crossbands highly variable in number (usually 4 or 5 in adults) and degree of development, but
not continued onto dorsal and anal fins. Majority of larger specimens with large, conspicuous black spot
on upper lobe of ocular-side opercle (usually faint or absent in smaller specimens). Inner linings of
opercles and isthmus on both sides of body heavily pigmented. Gill filaments with conspicuous me-
dian line of dark pigment. Blind side uniformly creamy white, without pepper-dots. Peritoneum
unpigmented. Dorsal and anal fins faintly or moderately dusky, without conspicuous spots or
blotches. Caudal fin dusky, without spots or blotches.
Size: Maximum about 210 mm standard length, commonly 120 to 160 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: The most common tonguefish occurring on soft bottom sediments and a
year-round resident in nearshore marine and estuarine waters from Chesapeake Bay and south through its
range to the southern Gulf of Mexico. Inhabits nearshore coastal and estuarine waters at depths from less than
1 to 183 m, with a centre of abundance between 1 and 30 m. Rarely collected deeper than about 40 m. All life
history stages occur in nearshore and estuarine habitats, but the smallest juveniles occur in extremely shallow
tidal creeks in estuarine saltmarshes. Larger individuals (usually more than 100 mm) occur regularly in 10 to
30 m on the inner continental shelf. Recorded at salinities of 0.0 to 42.9‰; but apparently does not tolerate sa-
linity much above 35‰. A non-discriminate, benthic omnivore consuming a variety of benthic prey and lesser
amounts of plant detritus. Males and females reach similar sizes. Adults may undertake a seaward spawning
migration. Spawning occurs in large estuaries and coastal waters. Off the south Atlantic states and in the Gulf
of Mexico, this species contributes a small percentage to industrial fisheries, but regarded as a nuisance be-
cause it clogs fishing nets and interferes with efficiency of gear. Separate statistics not reported. Caught
mainly with bottom trawls, but not marketed in large quantities. Larger tonguefish also reported in the shrimp
bycatch.
Distribution: Western North Atlantic from Long
Island Sound (sporadic captures) to the Florida
Keys, and through the northern Gulf of Mexico to
Campeche Peninsula, Mexico; also the Baha-
mas (uncommon), and Cuba. The geographic
centre of abundance for this species occurs in
estuarine and nearshore habitats from Chesa-
peake Bay to southern Florida, including Florida
Bay, and throughout the northern Gulf of Mexico.
Records from Puerto Rico appear to be misiden-
tifications.

Pleuronectiformes: Cynoglossidae 1953



Symphurus plagusia (Bloch and Schneider, 1801) YFS

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / Symphurus tessellatus (Quoy and Gaimard, 1824).
FAO names: En - Duskycheek tonguefish; Fr - Langue joue cendre; Sp - Lengua ceniza.

Diagnostic characters: Body relatively deep; greatest depth in anterior 1/3 of body; tapering fairly gradually
posterior to midpoint.Head wide; head length usually much shorter than head width.Snout moderately long,
somewhat square. Lower eye small, spherical (64 to 95 thousandths of head length, = 82); eyes slightly
subequal in position. Anterior and medial surfaces of eyes not covered with scales. Pupillary operculum ab-
sent. Maxilla usually reaching posteriorly to point between verticals through posterior margin of lower
eye pupil to vertical just slightly posterior to posterior margin of lower eye. Ocular-side lower jaw with
distinct, fleshy ridge near posterior margin. Dorsal-fin rays 89 to 97. Dorsal-fin origin far forward, usu-
ally at vertical through anterior margin of upper eye, or with first and sometimes second dorsal-fin rays in-
serting anterior to vertical through anterior margin of upper eye. Anal-fin rays 73 to 81. Scales absent on
blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin rays. Caudal-fin rays usually 12. Longitudinal scale rows 79 to 89. ID
pattern usually 1-4-3. Total vertebrae 47 to 51, usually 49 to 51. Colour: ocular surface usually uni-
formly light brown or yellowish, occasionally with 8 to 14, narrow, faint crossbands. Crossbands not
continued onto dorsal and anal fins. Blind side creamy white, without pepper-dots. Peritoneum
unpigmented. Pigmentation of outer surface of ocular-side opercle usually same as that of body; oc-
casionally with dusky blotch on upper opercular lobe due to pigment on inner lining of ocular-side
opercle showing through to outer surface. Dorsal and anal fins uniformly dusky throughout their
lengths, without conspicuous spots or blotches; sometimes with alternating series of darker-pigmented
rays (usually 2 or 3 in succession) separated by about 4 or 5 successive lighter-pigmented rays. Basal half
(scale-covered) of caudal fin dark brown; distal half of caudal-fin rays streaked with dark pigment.
Size: Maximum about 130 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: A shallow-water species (1 to 51 m) most commonly inhabiting mud bottoms
in estuaries and coastal waters to about 10 m.All life-history stages occur in shallow areas and only occasional
individuals taken deeper (30 to 51 m). Males and females attain similar sizes. Females mature at sizes larger
than 80 mm standard length. Little is known con-
cerning its ecology. Of no commercial impor-
tance.
Distribution: Widely distributed in shallow wa-
ters of the tropical western Atlantic, including
Puerto Rico, Cuba, and Hispaniola, and along
Central America at Belize, Nicaragua, Costa
Rica, and Panama, and South America at Colom-
bia, Guyana, Suriname, Tobago, and Brazil as far
south as Rio de Janeiro.Unknown from the Baha-
mas.

1954 Bony Fishes



Symphurus pusillus (Goode and Bean, 1885)

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / None.
FAO names: En - Northern tonguefish.

Diagnostic characters: Body moderately deep; maximum depth in anterior 1/3 of body; tapering moderately
posterior to midpoint. Head nearly as long as wide. Snout somewhat pointed. Lower eye moderately large;
eyes usually equal in position. Anterior and medial surfaces of eyes partially covered with 3 or 4 rows of small
scales. Pupillary operculum absent. Maxilla extending posteriorly to point between verticals through ante-
rior margin of pupil and midpoint of lower eye.Ocular-side lower jaw without fleshy ridge.Teeth on ocular-side
lower jaw in single row over full length of margin of dentary. Teeth usually present only on anterior
three-fourths of margin of ocular-side premaxilla; occasionally teeth along full length of premaxilla.
Dorsal-fin rays 83 to 88. Dorsal-fin origin at point between verticals through midpoint and anterior margin of
upper eye. Anal-fin rays 71 to 75. Scales absent on blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin rays. Caudal-fin rays
12. Longitudinal scale rows 77 to 87. ID pattern usually 1-3-2. Total vertebrae 47 to 49 usually 48 or 49.
Colour: ocular surface yellowish, with 2 to 6 (usually only 3 or 4 obvious) light brown crossbands more
or less continuous across body; without caudal blotch. Head region dorsad and anteriad to eyes with dermal
melanophores arranged in obvious V-shape pattern extending from body margin to about level of upper eye.
Specimens lacking scales with single series of dark melanophores deep within dermis, showing through skin
at bases of anteriormost 10 to 20 dorsal-fin rays. Blind side uniformly off-white or yellowish, without pep-
per-dots. Specimens lacking scales with median series of prominent, dark melanophores in dermis along an-
terior 2/3 of axis of vertebral column, visible through skin on both sides of body.Peritoneum black.Dorsal and
anal fins with diffuse brown pigment on basal half of fin rays, most apparent in caudal region of body. Speci-
mens with well-developed body crossbands usually with small, lightly-pigmented blotches on dorsal and anal
fins corresponding to crossbands.Occasionally with small, dark, almost spherical spot on scaly portion of cau-
dal-fin base; distal portion of caudal fin usually unpigmented or yellowish.
Size: Maximum about 77 mm standard length, commonly 38 to 55 mm standard length.
Habitat,biology,and fisheries: Inhabiting mud bottoms in moderate depths (102 to 233 m) on the continental
shelf.This species has been irregularly collected and is poorly known.Most samples consist of solitary individ-
uals. Females mature at ca. 40 mm standard
length and are slightly larger than males. Little is
known about the ecology of this species. Of no
commercial interest.
Distribution: Western North Atlantic off Long Is-
land, New York, southward to Florida, and ex-
tending into the eastern Gulf of Mexico westward
to the region of DeSoto Submarine Canyon.Most
specimens collected on the continental shelf be-
tween Cape Hatteras and southern Florida.

Pleuronectiformes: Cynoglossidae 1955



Symphurus rhytisma Böhlke, 1961

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / None.
FAO names: En- Patchtail tonguefish.

Diagnostic characters: Body moderately deep;maximum depth in anterior 1/3 of body; tapering fairly moder-
ately posterior to anus. Head long and narrow; head length slightly shorter than head width. Snout moderately
long and pointed. Lower eye relatively large. Eyes equal in position. Anterior and medial surfaces of eyes usu-
ally not covered with scales. Pupillary operculum absent. Maxilla extending posteriorly to point between
verticals through anterior margin of pupil and midpoint of lower eye.Ocular-side lower jaw without fleshy ridge.
Teeth well developed on all jaws. Dorsal-fin rays 83 to 87. Dorsal-fin origin usually equal with vertical
through midpoint of upper eye. Anal-fin rays 68 to 71. Scales absent on blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin
rays.Caudal-fin rays 12. Longitudinal scale rows 91 to 97. ID pattern 1-3-2. Total vertebrae 46 to 48, usu-
ally 47. Colour: ocular surface pallid, usually with traces of 2 to 8 (usually 8) incomplete, narrow, brown
crossbands on head and body.Some individuals with conspicuous dark blotch on caudal region of body
(better developed in smaller individuals). Blind side uniformly pale, off-white, without pepper-dots. Occa-
sionally with single median line of black dermal spots showing through skin along axis of vertebral column on
blind side. Peritoneum unpigmented. Dorsal and anal fins unpigmented anteriorly, fins in midregion of body
with pigmented blotches (extensions of body crossbands onto fins); a diffuse dark blotch on posteriormost
dorsal and anal fins. Proximal 1/3 of caudal fin usually darkly pigmented; posterior 2/3 of fin
unpigmented.
Size: Maximum about 45 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Infrequently
collected usually on sandy substrates adjacent
to coral reefs at 3 to 25 m. Two specimens taken
off Brazil by trawling at 37 and 97 m. Males and
females similar in size. Females mature around
35 mm standard length.Of no commercial impor-
tance.
Distribution: Caribbean including Bahamas,
Glovers Reef, Belize, and Curaçao and off
Espirito Santo, Brazil (20 to 21�S).
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Symphurus stigmosus Munroe, 1998

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / Symphurus billykrietei Munroe, 1998.
FAO names: En - Blotchfin tonguefish.

Diagnostic characters: Body relatively deep; maximum depth in anterior 1/3 of body; tapering rapidly poste-
rior to midpoint.Head short and relatively wide;head length shorter than head width;eyeballs usually contig-
uous at least at midpoint and usually without measurable space between eyeballs. Anterior and medial
surfaces of eyes partially covered with 3 to 5 rows of small ctenoid scales. Pupillary operculum absent (but
iris often with minute marginal indentation projecting onto pupil at upper midpoint). Snout short and rounded.
Ocular-side lower jaw without pronounced fleshy ridge.Ocular-side premaxilla with single row of slender
teeth along margin, or occasionally only with teeth on anterior three-fourths of bone. Dorsal-fin rays
92 to 95. Dorsal-fin origin usually reaching point between verticals through anterior margin of upper eye and
anterior margin of pupil of upper eye. Anal-fin rays 78 to 81. Scales absent on blind sides of dorsal- and
anal-fin rays. Caudal-fin rays 12, rarely 11. Longitudinal scales 98 to 100. ID pattern 1-3-2. Total vertebrae
51 or 52. Colour: ocular surface usually uniformly yellowish to yellowish-brown, without prominent
crossbands or pigmented blotches on head and body, occasionally with diffuse mottling of small brown
melanophores scattered over body surface, or with scales on head and anterior body edged in white. Blind
side uniformly yellowish, without pepper-dots.Faded specimens without scales with median series of con-
spicuous dark black dermal melanophores along axis of vertebral column on both sides of body; especially
prominent in anterior 2/3 of body. Peritoneum usually dark black. Dorsal and anal fins lightly pigmented an-
teriorly; with darkly pigmented basal longitudinal stripe and 4 to 6 conspicuous dark brown or black
blotches on posterior 2/3 of fins. Stripe not intensifying in caudal region or continuing onto caudal fin. Cau-
dal fin uniformly hyaline, without pigmented spot on scaly, basal portion.
Size: Maximum about 127 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Known from 12
specimens collected at 192 to 373 m on
sediments underlying strong surface currents,
such as those in the Yucatán Channel and be-
neath the Florida Current.No information regard-
ing sediment composition at collection sites.
Females larger than 85 mm standard length are
mature. Little else known regarding the ecology.
Of no commercial interest to fisheries.
Distribution: Tropical Atlantic in regions be-
neath the Gulf Stream and in Straits of Florida
between southern Florida and the Bahamas; the
Straits of Florida off the Tortugas region; Carib-
bean Sea off Yucatán Peninsula, Mexico; near
Serrana Bank, Colombia, and off Dominica.

Pleuronectiformes: Cynoglossidae 1957



Symphurus tessellatus (Quoy and Gaimard, 1824) YFJ

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / Symphurus oculellus (Munroe, 1998).
FAO names: En - Tessellated tonguefish.

Diagnostic characters: Body relatively elongate; greatest depth in anterior 1/3 of body; tapering fairly gradu-
ally posterior to midpoint. Head wide; head length shorter than head width. Snout long and somewhat
pointed. Lower eye moderately large (79 to 114 thousandths of head length, = 95); eyes slightly subequal in
position. Anterior and medial surfaces of eyes not covered with scales. Pupillary operculum absent. Maxilla
usually reaching posteriorly to point between verticals through middle and posterior margin of pupil
of lower eye. Ocular-side lower jaw lacking fleshy ridge. Dorsal-fin rays 91 to 102. Anal-fin rays 74 to 86.
Four to eight scales present on blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin rays (best-developed on fin rays in posterior
1/3 of fin of specimens larger than 70 mm).Caudal-fin rays usually 12. Longitudinal scale rows 81 to 96. ID
pattern usually 1-4-3. Total vertebrae 48 to 54, usually 50 to 53. Colour: ocular-surface ranging from
dark to light brown, usually with 5 to 9 well-developed, sharply contrasting, relatively wide, dark brown
crossbands on head and trunk. Blind side usually uniformly creamy white, without pepper-dots; some
mature males with irregular patches of black pigment on caudal 1/3 of blind side. Peritoneum unpigmented.
Outer surface of ocular-side opercle usually with distinct dark brown or black spot on ventral margin.
Inner linings of opercles and isthmus on both sides of body heavily pigmented. Fin rays and mem-
branes of dorsal and anal fins on posterior 2/3 of body becoming increasingly darker posteriorly, with-
out series of pigmented blotches or spots. Males with posteriormost regions of fins almost uniformly black;
females with posterior portions of fins, although darker than anterior regions, usually dark brown and not as in-
tensively pigmented as in mature males. Caudal fin uniformly dark brown or black.
Size: Maximum about 220 mm standard length, common to 190 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Juveniles and adults inhabit soft silt and muddy sand sediments; but not live
bottom habitats. Juveniles occur commonly in medium to high salinity regions of estuaries and in high salinity
habitats in nearshore mudflats.Adults generally occur to about 86 m, with most taken between 1 to 50 m; rarely
deeper than 70 m. Females are somewhat larger than males, and mature at 104 to 120 mm standard length,
but usually larger than 115 mm.One of the most abundant and frequently collected tonguefishes, especially in
trawls, from Belize and Honduras south to Venezuela and along the entire coastline of northern South America
from the Guianas to northern Brazil. Not marketed in large quantities; of minor importance in industrial fisher-
ies. Separate statistics not reported. Caught
mainly with bottom trawls; contributes to bycatch
in shrimp trawl fisheries.
Distribution: Widespread, common species,
ranging from the larger Caribbean Islands
(Puerto Rico, Cuba, Hispaniola, and Haiti, and
common on the shelf area southwest of Ja-
maica), south to Uruguay. Frequently captured
on muddy bottoms from Belize (17�12’N) south
to Uruguay (ca. 37�S). Absent from regions with
live-bottom substrates or upwelling areas.
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Symphurus urospilus Ginsburg, 1951

Frequent synonyms / misidentifications: None / None.
FAO names: En - Spottail tonguefish.

Diagnostic characters: Body very deep; maximum depth in anterior 1/3 of body; tapering fairly rapidly in
posterior 2/3 of body. Head moderately long and very wide; head length much shorter than head width.
Snout short and rounded. Lower eye relatively large; eyes usually equal in position. Anterior and medial sur-
faces of eyes without scales. Pupillary operculum well developed. Ocular-side lower jaw with distinct,
fleshy ridge near posterior margin. Ocular-side upper jaw usually lacking teeth. Dorsal-fin rays 82 to
90. Anal-fin rays 64 to 74. Scales usually absent on blind sides of dorsal- and anal-fin rays; occasion-
ally with 1 or 2 scales at bases of posteriormost fin rays in larger specimens. Caudal-fin rays usually
11. Longitudinal scale rows 67 to 82. ID pattern usually 1-4-3. Total vertebrae 44 to 48, usually 45 or 46.
Colour: ocular surface usually dark brown with 4 to 11 (usually 6 to 10) well-developed, complete,
sharply-contrasting, dark brown crossbands on head and body. Crossbands not continued onto dorsal
and anal fins. Blind side creamy white, without pepper-dots. Peritoneum unpigmented. Dorsal and anal
fins uniformly dark brown, but without defined pattern of spots or blotches.Proximal, scaly, 1/2 of caudal
fin occasionally with small pigmented blotch of variable intensity. Distal 1/2 of caudal fin with single,
well-developed, ocellated, dark brown or black spherical spot.
Size: Maximum about 166 mm standard length, commonly 101 to 150 mm standard length.
Habitat, biology, and fisheries: Commonly taken on live-bottom habitats at 5 to 40 m.Not reported from estu-
aries; all juveniles collected on live-bottoms at depths occupied by adults.Rarely taken deeper than 40 m, with
the deepest capture (2 specimens) at 324 m. On west Florida shelf, taken at bottom temperatures of 16.4 to
30.0�C and salinities of 32.8 to 36.2‰. Feeds on small crustaceans and gastropods. Males (to 166 mm stan-
dard length) and females (to ca. 149 mm standard length) reach similar sizes, with few exceeding 150 mm
standard length. Specimens smaller than 50 mm standard length rarely collected. Females mature at ca.
100 mm standard length. Spawning off West Florida shelf probably occurs in late summer-early autumn.
Contributes to bycatch of shrimp fishery or industrial fisheries. Otherwise, of no commercial importance.
Distribution: A fairly restricted and somewhat
discontinuous distribution on live-bottom habi-
tats in the western North Atlantic from just south
of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, to southern
Florida, through the Gulf of Mexico including
southern tip of Florida, the Florida Keys, and
Tortugas regions; common in eastern Gulf along
west Florida shelf, as far north and west as
Apalachee Bay.Unknown if occurs in central Gulf
of Mexico, but taken in western Gulf off western
Louisiana and Texas; also Campeche Bank re-
gion off the Yucatán Peninsula, Mexico, and a
single citation from Cuba.

Pleuronectiformes: Cynoglossidae 1959
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	Remora osteochir
	Remora remora
	Remorina albescens

	Rachycentridae
	Rachycentron canadum

	Coryphaenidae
	Coryphaena equiselis
	Coryphaena hippurus

	Carangidae
	Alectis ciliaris
	Caranx bartholomaei
	Caranx crysos
	Caranx hippos
	Caranx latus
	Caranx lugubris
	Caranx ruber
	Chloroscombrus chrysurus
	Decapterus macarellus
	Decapterus punctatus
	Decapterus tabl
	Elagatis bipinnulata
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	Naucrates ductor
	Oligoplites palometa
	Oligoplites saliens
	Oligoplites saurus
	Pseudocaranx dentex
	Selar crumenophthalmus 
	Selene brownii
	Selene setapinnis
	Selene vomer
	Seriola dumerili
	Seriola fasciata
	Seriola rivoliana
	Seriola zonata
	Trachinotus carolinus
	Trachinotus cayennensis
	Trachinotus falcatus
	Trachinotus goodei
	Trachurus lathami
	Uraspis secunda

	Bramidae
	Caristiidae
	Emmelichthyidae
	Erythrocles monodi
	Emmelichthys ruber

	Lutjanidae
	Apsilus dentatus
	Etelis oculatus
	Lutjanus analis
	Lutjanus apodus
	Lutjanus buccanella
	Lutjanus campechanus
	Lutjanus cyanopterus
	Lutjanus griseus
	Lutjanus jocu
	Lutjanus mahogoni
	Lutjanus purpureus
	Lutjanus synagris
	Lutjanus vivanus
	Ocyurus chrysurus
	Pristipomoides aquilonaris
	Pristipomoides freemani
	Pristipomoides macrophthalmus
	Rhomboplites aurorubens

	Lobotidae
	Lobotes surinamensis

	Gerreidae
	Diapterus auratus
	Diapterus rhombeus
	Eucinostomus argenteus
	Eucinostomus gula
	Eucinostomus harengulus
	Eucinostomus havana
	Eucinostomus jonesii
	Eucinostomus lefroyi
	Eucinostomus melanopterus
	Eugerres brasilianus
	Eugerres plumieri
	Gerres cinereus

	Haemulidae
	Anisotremus moricandi
	Anisotremus surinamensis
	Anisotremus virginicus
	Conodon nobilis
	Genyatremus luteus
	Haemulon album
	Haemulon aurolineatum
	Haemulon bonariense
	Haemulon boschmae
	Haemulon carbonarium
	Haemulon chrysargyreum
	Haemulon flavolineatum
	Haemulon macrostomum
	Haemulon melanurum
	Haemulon parra
	Haemulon plumierii
	Haemulon sciurus
	Haemulon steindachneri
	Haemulon striatum
	Orthopristis chrysoptera
	Orthopristis ruber
	Pomadasys corvinaeformis
	Pomadasys crocro

	Inermiidae
	Emmelichthyops atlanticus
	Inermia vittata

	Sparidae
	Archosargus probatocephalus
	Archosargus rhomboidalis
	Calamus arctifrons
	Calamus bajonado
	Calamus calamus
	Calamus campechanus
	Calamus cervigoni
	Calamus leucosteus
	Calamus nodosus
	Calamus penna
	Calamus pennatula
	Calamus proridens
	Diplodus argenteus caudimacula
	Diplodus bermudensis
	Diplodus holbrookii
	Lagodon rhomboides
	Pagrus pagrus
	Stenotomus caprinus
	Stenotomus chrysops

	Polynemidae
	Polydactylus octonemus
	Polydactylus oligodon
	Polydactylus virginicus

	Sciaenidae
	Bairdiella chrysoura
	Bairdiella ronchus
	Corvula batabana
	Corvula sanctaeluciae
	Ctenosciaena gracilicirrhus
	Cynoscion acoupa
	Cynoscion arenarius
	Cynoscion jamaicensis
	Cynoscion leiarchus 
	Cynoscion microlepidotus
	Cynoscion nebulosus 
	Cynoscion nothus
	Cynoscion regalis
	Cynoscion similis
	Cynoscion steindachneri
	Cynoscion virescens
	Equetus lanceolatus
	Equetus punctatus
	Isopisthus parvipinnis
	Larimus breviceps
	Larimus fasciatus
	Leiostomus xanthurus
	Lonchurus elegans
	Lonchurus lanceolatus
	Macrodon ancylodon
	Menticirrhus americanus 
	Menticirrhus littoralis 
	Menticirrhus saxatilis
	Micropogonias furnieri
	Micropogonias undulatus
	Nebris microps
	Odontoscion dentex
	Ophioscion punctatissimus
	Paralonchurus brasiliensis
	Pareques acuminatus
	Pogonias cromis
	Protosciaena bathytatos
	Protosciaena trewavasae
	Sciaenops ocellata
	Stellifer colonensis
	Stellifer griseus
	Stellifer lanceolatus
	Stellifer microps
	Stellifer rastrifer 
	Stellifer stellifer
	Stellifer venezuelae 
	Umbrina broussonnetii
	Umbrina coroides
	Pareques iwamotoi
	Pareques umbrosus
	Stellifer chaoi
	Stellifer magoi
	Stellifer naso
	Stellifer sp. A 
	Stellifer sp. B
	Stellifer sp. C
	Umbrina milliae

	Mullidae
	Mulloidicthys martinicus
	Mullus auratus
	Pseudupeneus maculatus
	Upeneus parvus

	Pempheridae
	Bathyclupeidae
	Chaetodontidae
	Chaetodon capistratus
	Chaetodon ocellatus
	Chaetodon sedentarius
	Chaetodon striatus
	Prognathodes aculeatus
	Prognathodes aya
	Prognathodes guyanensis

	Pomacanthidae
	Centropyge argi
	Centropyge aurantonotus
	Holacanthus bermudensis
	Holacanthus ciliaris
	Holacanthus tricolor
	Pomacanthus arcuatus
	Pomacanthus paru

	Kyphosidae
	Kyphosus incisor
	Kyphosus sectatrix

	Cirrhitidae
	Amblycirrhitus pinos


	Suborder LABROIDEI
	Cichlidae
	Pomacentridae
	Abudefduf saxatilis
	Abudefduf taurus
	Chromis multilineata
	Microspathodon chrysurus

	Labridae
	Bodianus pulchellus
	Bodianus rufus
	Clepticus parrae
	Doratonotus megalepis
	Halichoeres bivittatus
	Halichoeres garnoti
	Halichoeres maculipinna
	Halichoeres pictus
	Halichoeres poeyi
	Halichoeres radiatus
	Lachnolaimus maximus
	Thalassoma bifasciatum
	Xyrichtys martinicensis
	Xyrichtys novacula
	Xyrichtys splendens
	Decodon puellaris
	Halichoeres bathyphilus
	Halichoeres caudalis
	Halichoeres cyanocephalus

	Scaridae
	Cryptotomus roseus
	Nicholsina usta
	Scarus coelestinus
	Scarus coeruleus
	Scarus guacamaia
	Scarus iseri
	Scarus taeniopterus
	Scarus vetula
	Sparisoma aurofrenatum
	Sparisoma chrysopterum
	Sparisoma radians
	Sparisoma rubripinne
	Sparisoma viride


	Suborder ZOARCOIDEI
	Zoarcidae

	Suborder TRACHINOIDEI
	Chiasmodontidae
	Percophidae
	Ammodytidae
	Uranoscopidae

	Suborder BLENNIOIDEI
	Tripterygiidae
	Dactyloscopidae
	Labrisomidae
	Chaenopsidae
	Blenniidae

	Suborder GOBIESOCOIDEI
	Gobiesocidae

	Suborder CALLIONYMOIDEI
	Callionymidae
	Draconettidae

	Suborder GOBIOIDEI
	Eleotridae
	Gobiidae
	Microdesmidae

	Suborder ACANTHUROIDEI
	Ephippidae
	Chaetodipterus faber

	Acanthuridae
	Acanthurus bahianus
	Acanthurus chirurgus
	Acanthurus coeruleus


	Suborder SCOMBROLABRACOIDEI
	Scombrolabracidae

	Suborder SCOMBROIDEI
	Sphyraenidae
	Sphyraena barracuda
	Sphyraena borealis
	Sphyraena guachancho

	Gempylidae
	Diplospinus multistriatus
	Epinnula magistralis
	Gempylus serpens
	Lepidocybium flavobrunneum
	Nealotus tripes
	Neoepinnula americana
	Nesiarchus nasutus
	Promethichthys prometheus
	Ruvettus pretiosus

	Trichiuridae
	Aphanopus carbo
	Aphanopus intermedius
	Assurger anzac
	Benthodesmus simonyi
	Benthodesmus tenuis
	Evoxymetopon taeniatus
	Lepidopus altifrons
	Trichiurus lepturus

	Scombridae
	Acanthocybium solandri
	Auxis rochei rochei
	Auxis thazard thazard
	Euthynnus alletteratus
	Katsuwonus pelamis
	Sarda sarda
	Scomber colias
	Scomberomorus brasiliensis
	Scomberomorus cavalla
	Scomberomorus maculatus
	Scomberomorus regalis
	Thunnus alalunga
	Thunnus albacares
	Thunnus atlanticus
	Thunnus obesus
	Thunnus thynnus

	Xiphiidae
	Xiphias gladius

	Istiophoridae
	Istiophorus albicans
	Makaira nigricans
	Tetrapturus albidus
	Tetrapturus pfluegeri


	Suborder STROMATEOIDEI
	Centrolophidae
	Nomeidae
	Ariommatidae
	Ariomma bondi
	Ariomma melanum
	Ariomma regulus

	Tetragonuridae
	Stromateidae
	Peprilus burti
	Peprilus paru
	Peprilus triacanthus


	Order PLEURONECTIFORMES
	Bothidae
	Bothus lunatus
	Bothus maculiferus
	Bothus ocellatus
	Bothus robinsi
	Chascanopsetta danae
	Chascanopsetta lugubris
	Engyophrys senta
	Monolene atrimana
	Monolene megalepis
	Monolene sessilicauda
	Trichopsetta caribbaea
	Trichopsetta melasma
	Trichopsetta orbisulcus
	Trichopsetta ventralis

	Scophthalmidae
	Scophthalmus aquosus

	Paralichthyidae
	Cyclopsetta chittendeni
	Paralichthys albigutta
	Paralichthys lethostigma
	Paralichthys tropicus
	Ancylopsetta antillarum
	Ancylopsetta cycloidea
	Ancylopsetta dilecta
	Ancylopsetta kumperae
	Ancylopsetta microctenus
	Ancylopsetta quadrocellata
	Citharichthys amblybregmatus
	Citharichthys arctifrons
	Citharichthys arenaceus
	Citharichthys cornutus
	Citharichthys dinoceros
	Citharichthys gymnorhinus
	Citharichthys macrops
	Citharichthys spilopterus
	Citharichthys uhleri
	Cyclopsetta fimbriata
	Etropus crossotus
	Etropus cyclosquamus
	Etropus rimosus
	Gastropsetta frontalis
	Hippoglossina oblonga
	Paralichthys dentatus
	Paralichthys squamilentus
	Syacium gunteri
	Syacium micrurum
	Syacium papillosum

	Poecilopsettidae
	Poecilopsetta beanii
	Poecilopsetta inermis

	Achiridae
	Achirus achirus
	Achirus lineatus
	Apionichthys dumerili
	Gymnachirus melas
	Gymnachirus nudus
	Gymnachirus texae
	Trinectes inscriptus
	Trinectes maculatus
	Trinectes paulistanus

	Cynoglossidae
	Symphurus arawak
	Symphurus billykrietei
	Symphurus caribbeanus
	Symphurus civitatium
	Symphurus diomedeanus
	Symphurus marginatus
	Symphurus minor
	Symphurus nebulosus
	Symphurus oculellus
	Symphurus ommaspilus
	Symphurus parvus
	Symphurus pelicanus
	Symphurus piger
	Symphurus plagiusa
	Symphurus plagusia
	Symphurus pusillus
	Symphurus rhytisma
	Symphurus stigmosus
	Symphurus tessellatus
	Symphurus urospilus


	Order TETRAODONTIFORMES
	Triacanthodidae
	Balistidae
	Balistes capriscus
	Balistes vetula
	Melichthys niger
	Canthidermis maculata
	Canthidermis sufflamen
	Xanthichthys ringens

	Monacanthidae
	Aluterus schoepfii
	Cantherhines pullus
	Monacanthus ciliatus
	Stephanolepis setifer
	Aluterus heudelotii
	Aluterus monoceros
	Aluterus scriptus
	Cantherhines macrocerus
	Monacanthus tuckeri
	Stephanolepis hispidus

	Ostraciidae
	Acanthostracion polygonius
	Acanthostracion quadricornis
	Lactophrys trigonus
	Rhinesomus bicaudalis
	Rhinesomus triqueter

	Tetraodontidae
	Canthigaster rostrata
	Colomesus psittacus
	Lagocephalus laevigatus
	Lagocephalus lagocephalus
	Sphoeroides dorsalis
	Sphoeroides georgemilleri
	Sphoeroides greeleyi
	Sphoeroides maculatus
	Sphoeroides nephelus
	Sphoeroides pachygaster
	Sphoeroides parvus
	Sphoeroides spengleri
	Sphoeroides testudineus
	Sphoeroides tyleri
	Sphoeroides yergeri

	Diodontidae
	Chilomycterus antennatus
	Chilomycterus antillarum
	Chilomycterus reticulatus
	Chilomycterus schoepfii
	Chilomycterus spinosus spinosus
	Diodon eydouxii
	Diodon holocanthus
	Diodon hystrix

	Molidae





