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A stronger La Niña phenomenon is now expected in the coming months un=l April. This would favour dry 
weather and below-normal rainfall over Northeast Africa and the Gulf of Aden, especially during November 
and December. However, the various models are not in full agreement, giving rise to the possibility that La 
Niña might be less pronounced in which case beIer rains would occur in the Horn of Africa and coastal 
areas of the Gulf of Aden and the southern Red Sea (see the Meteo-France map on the next page). For 
Desert Locust, this means that breeding could be severely restricted in eastern Ethiopia and northern 
Somalia because of poor rainfall un=l the end of the year unless La Niña weakens in the next 4–6 weeks. 
Similarly, this year’s winter breeding along both sides of the Red Sea is likely to be on a smaller scale than 
normal with the possible excep=ons of (a) November rains on the coast of Eritrea and Yemen and (b) 
enhanced winter rains further north than usual over the northern Red Sea. 

Autumn breeding areas (November–December) 
• Horn of Africa: drier than normal 

Winter breeding areas (November–March) 
• Slightly weIer than normal: Eritrea and Yemen Red Sea coast (Nov) 
• Drier than normal: all other Red Sea and Gulf of Aden coastal areas 

Spring breeding areas (March–April) 
• Arabian Peninsula: slightly weIer than normal (Mar), slightly drier than normal (Apr) 
• SE Iran / SW Pakistan: weIer than normal (Mar), slightly drier than normal (Apr) 
• NW Africa: drier than normal 

The latest seasonal precipita=on predic=ons, provided by the World Climate Service (WCS) and derived from six 
models, CFSv2, ECMWF and Copernicus (CMCC, DWD, Méteo-France, UKMO GloSea6), are one of the most 
sophis=cated products available. 

 

Seasonal precipita>on predic>ons 
in Desert Locust winter/spring breeding areas 

(November 2021 – April 2022) 
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2019–2021 upsurge



Weekly predicted rainfall anomaly (Horn of Africa) 

How to interpret the precipita>on forecast charts. A value of 100 on the lea axis indicates normal rainfall; 
values less than 100 indicates drier than normal condi=ons; more than 100 indicates weIer than normal. 
LiIle varia=on between models suggests greater confidence and reliability. An asterisk indicates the most 
reliable model in each month. When available, the historically best model during the en=re forecast period 
in the region is indicated in the cap=on. 
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Autumn breeding, November–December (Horn of Africa) 

 
Winter breeding, November–April (Red Sea / Gulf of Aden) 

[Historically best: Météo-France] 

     Autumn Breeding Region (Horn of Africa)



 

Spring breeding, March–April (Arabian Peninsula) 

 

Spring breeding, March–April (SE Iran / SW Pakistan) 



 

Spring breeding, March–April (NW Africa)


