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The sixth session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) was held in Rome, Italy,  

from 10 to 12 May 2011. The Commission reviewed a range of regional issues and intersessional 

activities of importance to the conservation and management of fisheries and aquaculture. 

Members considered and endorsed the administrative and financial reports, and endorsed the 

findings and outcomes of the Special Meeting on RECOFI Consolidation and Development, 

including the technical review of RECOFI. The Commission noted the significant FAO Regular 

Programme contributions to support RECOFI’s work and that capacity development remained a 

critical issue in the region. The Commission discussed the report of the Working Group on 

Aquaculture (WGA), including the fifth meeting of the WGA and the Regional Aquaculture 

Information System (RAIS). The report of the Working Group on Fisheries Management (WGFM) 

was addressed, as well as the outcome of the third and fourth meetings of the WGFM, stock status 

reporting and review of capture fisheries statistics, and unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 

in the region. The Commission agreed to adopt the FAO/RECOFI joint WGA and WGFM regional 

strategy on spatial planning for marine capture fisheries and aquaculture and, within available 

resources, to provide the necessary support for follow-up action for the strategy’s implementation. 

The Commission adopted its first fisheries management recommendation on minimum data 

reporting in the RECOFI area and agreed that the recommendation would take effect on  

1 January 2012. The Commission agreed on a threefold increase of the Members’ annual 

contributions from 2013 provided that all arrears were liquidated by 31 December 2011. The 

Commission discussed and approved the programme of work for the WGA and the WGFM. In 

considering the programme of work and budget for the 2011–2012 biennium, the Commission 

approved nine activities for implementation. A further eleven activities were postponed for 

financial reasons. The Commission reconfirmed that the seventh session of  RECOFI would be 

held in Iran (Islamic Republic of) in May 2013. 
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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 
This is the final version of the report of the sixth session of the Regional Commission for 
Fisheries (RECOFI) held in Rome, from 10 to 12 May 2011. 
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ABSTRACT 
 
The sixth session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) was held in Rome, 
Italy, from 10 to 12 May 2011. The Commission reviewed a range of regional issues and 
intersessional activities of importance to the conservation and management of fisheries and 
aquaculture. Members considered and endorsed the administrative and financial reports, and 
endorsed the findings and outcomes of the Special Meeting on RECOFI Consolidation and 
Development including the technical review of RECOFI. The Commission noted the 
significant FAO Regular Programme contributions to support RECOFI’s work and that capacity development remained a critical issue in the region. The Commission discussed 
the report of the Working Group on Aquaculture (WGA), including the fifth meeting of the 
WGA and the Regional Aquaculture Information System (RAIS). The report of the Working 
Group on Fisheries Management (WGFM) was addressed, as well as the the outcome of the 
third and fourth meetings of the WGFM, stock status reporting and review of capture 
fisheries statistics, and unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing in the region. The 
Commission agreed to adopt the FAO/RECOFI joint WGA and WGFM regional strategy on 
spatial planning for marine capture fisheries and aquaculture and, within available resources, 
to provide the necessary support for follow-up action for the strategy’s implementation. The 
Commission adopted its first fisheries management recommendation on minimum data 
reporting in the RECOFI area and agreed that the recommendation would take effect on 
1 January 2012. The Commission agreed on a threefold increase of the Members’ annual 
contributions from 2013 provided that all arrears were liquidated by 31 December 2011. The 
Commission discussed and approved the programme of work for the WGA and the WGFM. 
In considering the programme of work and budget for the 2011–2012 biennium, the 
Commission approved nine activities for implementation. A further eleven activities were 
postponed for financial reasons. The Commission reconfirmed that the seventh session of 
RECOFI would be held in the Islamic Republic of Iran in May 2013.   
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OPENING OF THE SESSION 
 
1. The sixth session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) was called to 
order by the Commission’s Secretary, Mr Piero Mannini, Senior Fishery Officer, Regional 
Office for the Near East and North Africa of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), Cairo, Egypt. He welcomed delegates to the meeting, adding that he 
was confident that it would be a very successful session. The session was attended by all 
RECOFI Members. The list of participants and observers is in Appendix B.  
 
2. Mr Lahsen Ababouch, Chief, Products, Trade and Marketing Service, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Policy and Economics Division, FAO, Rome, Italy, made a statement on behalf 
of the Assistant Director-General for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Mr Árni M. Mathiesen. He 
recalled the complex, semi-enclosed nature of the RECOFI area and the region’s important 
shared resources. He stressed the critical role and function of the Commission in facilitating 
and promoting regional cooperation in fisheries. Mr Ababouch highlighted the need for 
RECOFI and its Secretariat to reinforce collaboration among Members. He recalled that the 
Commission had carried out a technical performance review in 2010 and congratulated 
RECOFI Members for the progress they had achieved implementing projects. In conclusion, 
Mr Ababouch reminded the Commission that the recommendations adopted at this session 
would be crucial for RECOFI’s future work and, in particular, for the sustainability of 
resources in the region. The text of his statement is in Appendix D. 

 
3. The Secretary advised the Commission that the outgoing Chairperson, 
Mr Abdulrazzaq Abdulla, Adviser to the Assistant Deputy Minister for Fisheries, Ministry of 
Environment and Water, United Arab Emirates, was unable to attend the session. The 
Commission elected Mr Abdulredha J. Shams, Director, Directorate of Marine Resources, 
General Directorate for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wild Life, 
Manama, Bahrain, as Chairperson. The Islamic Republic of Iran was elected 
Vice-Chairperson.  
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE SESSION 
 
4. The Commission adopted the Agenda, and it is in Appendix A. The list of documents 
before the session is in Appendix C.  
 
REVIEW OF THE INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING EMERGING 
ISSUES OF REGIONAL RELEVANCE 
 
5. The Commission encouraged Members to contribute actively to regional deliberations, 
exchange of information and RECOFI’s work. It was recognized that regional dialogue had 
been facilitated through Commission activities that had helped Members identify national and 
regional actions required to move forward with the adoption of regulations and policies to 
support the sustainable management of shared fisheries resources and the development of the 
aquaculture sector. 
 
6. The Commission noted that some important commercial fisheries in the area were 
being overexploited and that overfishing remained a concern in the Gulf. However, it was 
further noted that revised and new regulations were being issued by some Members that could 
eventually bring about a reduction in fishing effort. In this regard, the Commission agreed to 
strengthen cooperation and common agreements among Members. 
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7. The Commission highlighted the importance of exchanging experiences and 
promoting better communication and cooperation with other regional fisheries management 
organizations and arrangements, such as the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission, in relation to 
highly migratory species (e.g. tunas and tuna-like species and other large pelagics such as 
sharks). It was also pointed out that illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 
remained a major concern in the region to securing long-term sustainability. 
 
8. The Commission agreed that capacity development remained essential to enable 
fisheries personnel to promote policies aimed at facilitating long-term sustainability, 
including the adoption of the ecosystem approach to fisheries. 
 
9. In terms of aquaculture development, the Commission agreed that the promotion of 
this sector remained a challenge and its strategic importance for securing additional seafood 
supplies for both regional consumption and export markets was stressed. The Commission 
recognized that the physical environment of the RECOFI area posed a number of technical 
difficulties in the development of marine- and land-based aquaculture. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
10. The Commission noted the activities undertaken by the Secretariat to support the work 
of the Commission. These activities included those intended to implement initiatives and 
projects endorsed by RECOFI as well as activities to coordinate with other organizations. In 
addition, the Commission noted the Secretariat’s efforts to promote RECOFI work and to 
raise its profile. 
 
11. The Commission welcomed the comprehensive financial report concerning RECOFI’s 
work over the 2009–2010 biennium. Members noted with satisfaction that the balance of 
accumulated pending contributions against the 2009–2010 RECOFI fiscal years, as at 
31 December 2010, amounted to USD 35 135. This represented a 61 percent decrease 
compared with the previous biennium.  
 
12. With respect to the Commission’s financial situation, it was agreed that Members 
should pay their contributions in a timely manner if RECOFI’s work was to proceed as 
scheduled. Contributions that were paid late would delay or cause the postponement of 
activities and this was not desirable. The Commission noted the significant FAO Regular 
Programme contributions to support RECOFI’s work and the Secretariat’s efforts to secure 
extrabudgetary funding. In particular, the Secretariat noted its contact with the Islamic 
Development Bank and the potential to secure funds from this source to support field projects. 
However, the Secretariat advised Members that they would need to coordinate and support the 
Secretariat’s requests from this institution.   
 
13. After considerable discussion, the Commission agreed to cancel the aquaculture legal 
and policy framework project. The delegate from the United Arab Emirates indicated that, 
following an official communication from the Secretariat, its contribution should be 
transferred to RECOFI’s general fund to settle current and outstanding contributions. It was 
further agreed that the Secretariat would forward a letter to Saudi Arabia to enquire what 
should be done with its contribution of USD 22 500 to the project.  
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REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON AQUACULTURE 
 
Fifth meeting of the Working Group on Aquaculture 
 
14. In addressing the work of the RECOFI Working Group on Aquaculture (WGA), the 
Commission noted the issues raised for consideration, stressing the strategic importance of the 
aquaculture sector in the region. It acknowledged the importance of regional collaboration 
among RECOFI Members through the WGA to ensure that common developmental issues 
and challenges could be addressed through the sharing of information.    
 
15. The Commission noted the development opportunities for aquaculture in the RECOFI 
region, underlining the need for aquaculture to be promoted in a responsible and sustainable 
manner.  
 
Regional Aquaculture Information System: system performance and follow-up  
 
16. The Commission recognized that the establishment of the Regional Aquaculture 
Information System (RAIS) was a significant accomplishment of the WGA. It had been 
achieved with extrabudgetary funding provided by Kuwait. RECOFI agreed that a stronger 
commitment to the administration and operation of the information system was vital and 
additional efforts were required for the system to function more effectively as a regional 
information-sharing platform and data-repository system for both national administrations and 
the private sector. 
 
17. The Commission further recognized that limited data entry, insufficient validation of 
data submitted, poor communication among RAIS authorized users, and poor promotion at 
the national and regional levels were the main reasons for the relatively low visibility and use 
of the system. To address these issues, the Commission recommended that the WGA Focal 
Points ensure efficient national data collection and timely data entry and validation.  
 
18. At its next meeting, the Commission recommended that the WGA discuss the 
possibility of restyling the RAIS site by adding new features to make it more attractive, 
particularly for private-sector users. However, RECOFI recognized that the new format for 
the information system should be finalized only after all Members had consolidated the 
routine data entry and information flows. The Commission noted that additional resources 
should be allocated to support this work. The Commission also proposed that the original 
scope of RAIS be expanded to include information on capture fisheries. 
 
19. The Commission agreed that additional training on RAIS functions and operations 
should be provided to the Focal Points, as required, to strengthen their capabilities to manage 
the system.  

 
20. The Commission also agreed that the next WGA meeting should include one day to 
enable Members additional time to consider RAIS, including its capacity development 
requirements.  
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OUTCOME OF THE FAO/RECOFI JOINT WGA AND WGFM WORKSHOP ON 
SPATIAL PLANNING FOR MARINE CAPTURE FISHERIES AND 
AQUACULTURE, INCLUDING THE REGIONAL SPATIAL PLANNING 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME AND ADOPTION OF THE STRATEGY 
 
21. The Commission highlighted the need to ensure the effective conservation, 
management and development of living aquatic resources, with due respect for the ecosystem 
and biodiversity, and underscored the need for RECOFI Members to work cooperatively 
among themselves and with other marine water users. 
 
22. The Commission recognized that the seawaters in the RECOFI area should be used for 
a variety of activities in a sustainable manner, that fish stocks did not recognize anthropogenic 
boundaries, and that the limited RECOFI spatial area should be managed cooperatively.  
 
23. The Commission emphasized that multisectoral management, as in the case of the 
proposed regional strategy, should be part of an ecosystem-based management framework 
that inspired and instigated planning and decision-making processes at all levels, including 
socio-economic and institutional aspects. 
 
24. The Commission further recognized that spatial planning tools, data and know-how 
already existed to potentially assist RECOFI Members conduct spatial analysis for marine 
capture fisheries and aquaculture planning, but acknowledged that there was a need for 
improved coordination among RECOFI Members. There was also consensus by the 
Commission that there was a long-term need for spatial planning tools in the RECOFI region. 
 
25. The Commission agreed that early detection and monitoring of harmful algal blooms, 
pollutants and diseases were the main spatially related problems identified for aquaculture. 
RECOFI noted that remote sensing products were being used in the region to provide 
identification and tracking of harmful algal blooms to improve spatial and temporal risk 
assessment for operational management of mariculture. This work should be undertaken in 
cooperation with the Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
(ROPME) and the Secretariat should ensure appropriate follow-up. 
 
26. The Commission noted that mariculture development in the region was at very 
different stages among RECOFI Members and that spatial planning would have to cater for 
individual needs in each country. The Commission underscored the necessity for improving 
the availability of information on spatial planning among RECOFI Members. 
 
27. The Commission agreed to adopt the FAO/RECOFI joint WGA and WGFM regional 
strategy on spatial planning for marine capture fisheries and aquaculture and, within available 
resources, to provide the necessary support for follow-up action for the strategy’s 
implementation. 
 
REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
 
Stock status reporting and review of capture fisheries statistics in the RECOFI region 
 
28. The Commission agreed that catch data alone were inadequate to interpret correctly 
trends and status of fish stocks and confirmed the urgent need to overcome the current data 
inadequacy. The Commission noted that the data and information required to obtain stock 
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indicators as well as survey and assessment results existed in the region. It was also noted that 
a Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) project to assess demersal stock biomass with acoustic, 
bottom trawling and wire-trap surveys was ongoing, and the Commission underscored the 
importance of enhancing RECOFI’s capacity to share such data and information. The 
Commission agreed that the modification of the data-collection system would benefit 
Members because they would be able to obtain a clearer indication of fishery stock status in 
the region. The Commission emphasized that routine evaluation of problems and data 
validation, together with fine-tuning of methods and procedures, were required to enhance 
data systems as a firm basis for management. 
 
29. Despite the inadequacy of existing catch data as stock indicators, the Commission 
expressed grave concern at the current catch declines of certain species. In addition to 
biodiversity loss, concern was also expressed at the increased utilization of marine areas and 
coastal zones by multiple sectors and environmental degradation from harmful sea- and land-
based activities. Furthermore, it was recognized that information about the potential 
relationships among different species and species groups was poor and work to obtain a better 
understanding of these relationships was required.  
 
30. The Commission considered the potential benefits of a scientific expert group that 
would review and analyse the fisheries situation in the region to provide advice to the 
Commission so that it would have a solid base for its decisions in fulfilment of RECOFI’s 
mandate.  
 
Third and Fourth meeting of the WGFM and Special Meeting 
 
31. The Commission recognized the need for effective and cooperative fisheries 
management in the region, noting that the two meetings of the WGFM since the last RECOFI 
session in 2009 had addressed issues and activities necessary for sound fisheries management. 
 
32. The Commission adopted the Recommendation RECOFI/6/2011/1 entitled 
“Recommendation on minimum data reporting in the RECOFI area.” It is in Appendix E. In 
accordance with Article V of the Agreement for the Establishment of the Regional 
Commission for Fisheries, the Commission agreed that the recommendation would take effect 
on 1 January 2012.  
 
33. The Commission endorsed the list of prioritized projects proposed by the WGFM.1  
 
34. The Commission agreed that the WGFM should meet annually maintaining the current 
October schedule.  
 
Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the RECOFI region: establishment of a 
database of violations 
 
35. The Commission acknowledged that IUU fishing occurred in all fisheries irrespective 
of their locations, gear types and scale of operations. IUU fishing was perpetuated by 
authorized and unauthorized fishers, and their activities undermined efforts to manage 
fisheries in a long-term sustainable manner.  

                                                 
1 RECOFI/VI/2011/6 (Appendix 3).  
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36. Following extensive debate concerning the proposal by Oman to conduct a feasibility 
study to review the development of regional databases for violations, establishing a list of 
vessels authorized to fish by Members and the establishment of a monitoring, control and 
surveillance (MCS) exchange scheme, RECOFI was unable to reach a consensus on whether 
the study should proceed. As a compromise, the Commission agreed to an alternative 
proposal by Oman that: (i) the matter be revisited at the next meeting of the WGFM; (ii) the 
concept for the study be modified to incorporate, as a first step, preliminary assessments by 
Members of the extent of IUU fishing in their respective national jurisdiction; and (iii) a 
framework for future work related to IUU fishing, and how it should be addressed, should be 
elaborated for consideration and adoption by the Commission.   
 
RECOFI CONSOLIDATION AND DEVELOPMENT  

 
Technical review of RECOFI and country response to the preliminary findings on the 
operations of the Commission 
 
37. The Commission acknowledged that the analysis of the results of the survey in 
relation to the technical recommendations of the report on RECOFI’s Consolidation and 
Development would guide Members to contribute more effectively to the Commission’s 
inputs and decisions. The survey results highlighted the Members expectations about the 
Commission. They suggested that this type of survey should be carried out on a regular basis. 
 
38. The Commission noted that the survey covered issues concerning its overall 
performance. This reflected positively on the commitment and past performance of Focal 
Points. The Commission agreed that there was a need to address the modalities through which 
Focal Points were selected and to ensure that they were supported institutionally. 
Furthermore, proper communication channels needed to be established to ensure that relevant 
national authorities were aware of RECOFI’s work and could contribute or act upon 
information if required. 
 
Special meeting on RECOFI consolidation and development: outcome and options 
 
39. The Commission endorsed the findings and outcomes of the Special Meeting on 
RECOFI Consolidation and Development (Rome, 11–12 May 2010). 
 
40. The Commission agreed that many fisheries management and developmental 
challenges faced RECOFI. Members were calling upon the Commission more frequently to 
undertake additional work and, for this reason, it was necessary to reconsider the annual 
contributions paid. In addition, a RECOFI scientific working group was mentioned. It was 
also agreed that the Secretariat would communicate with the WGA and WGFM Chairpersons 
to prepare a paper for consideration by the Commission at their next sessions.  

 
41. The Commission agreed that the current level of Members’ contributions was only 
sufficient to fund the implementation of a limited number of priority activities, as identified 
by the WGA and WGFM. Additional funds would be required if a more ambitious work 
programme was to be implemented.  

 
42. In considering options proposed by the review to consolidate and develop RECOFI, 
the Commission agreed to continue applying fixed and equal contribution for Members.  
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43. Commencing in 2013, the Commission agreed that the annual Member’s contribution 
would be increased to USD 15 000. This level was established on the condition that current 
and outstanding contributions would be settled not later than 31 December 2011. The 
Secretariat was requested to report to Members on the status of arrears in early 2012. 

 
44. The Commission noted that the 2013 contribution was lower than the minimum 
recommended at the Special Meeting on RECOFI Consolidation and Development. As a 
consequence, the Commission encouraged Members to seek ways and means of contributing 
extrabudgetary funds to support RECOFI’s activities.  
 
PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INITIATIVE ON FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT COOPERATION IN THE NORTHERN AREA OF RECOFI 

 
45. The Commission welcomed progress achieved with this initiative on fisheries 
management cooperation in the Northern Area of RECOFI that involved three Members 
(Kuwait, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Iraq). The Commission stressed the value of such 
collaboration and requested FAO and the RECOFI Secretariat to continue supporting the 
initiative. 
 
PROGRAMME OF WORK AND BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM 2011–2012 
 
46. The Commission welcomed the programme of work and budget for 2011–2012. It was 
anticipated by the Secretariat that approximately USD 150 000 would be available for all 
RECOFI activities over the biennium. Members noted that the WGA and WGFM had 
proposed a robust list of activities totalling USD 540 000. The Commission agreed on the 
need to significantly reduce the number of activities.   
 
47. The activities agreed by the Commission for implementation in the 2011–2012 
biennium are in Appendix F. 

 
48. The Commission encouraged Members to advise the Secretariat if they were in a 
position to host and fund any of the activities postponed in Appendix F.  
 
49. The Commission agreed that the sixth meeting of the WGA would be held in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in December 2011 and the seventh meeting in the United Arab 
Emirates in October 2012.  
 
50. The Commission further agreed that the fifth meeting of the WGFM would be held in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran in October 2011 and the sixth meeting in Qatar in October 2012. 

 
ANY OTHER MATTERS  
  
51. The Secretary drew the Commission’s attention to the need to ensure effective 
communication with the Secretariat and among Members themselves if the Commission’s 
goals and work programme were to be achieved. He noted that there were difficulties in 
obtaining prompt feedback from some Members and requested that every effort be made to 
address this matter. In particular, the Secretary encouraged Members to support their Focal 
Points who played key roles in facilitating RECOFI’s activities.  
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52. The Commission requested the Secretariat to invite Pakistan to participate in a pilot 
joint assessment of kingfish and workshop on the utilization of fishery dependent data. 
 
DATE AND PLACE OF THE SEVENTH SESSION  
  
53. The Commission reconfirmed that the seventh session of RECOFI would be held in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran in May 2013.  
  
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT  
  
54. The report was adopted at 17.00 on Thursday, 12 May 2011.  
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APPENDIX B 
 

List of participants 
 

MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 
BAHRAIN  
 
SHAMS Abdulredha J.  
Director 
Directorate of Marine Resources 
General Directorate for the Protection of Marine 
  Resources, Environment and Wildlife 
PO Box 20071 
Manama 
Tel.: +973 17 843003 
Fax: +973 17 840294 
Mobile: +973-3-9626696 
E-mail: ajshams@gmail.com 
 
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) 
 
MOJAHEDI Ali A.  
Director-General for Fishing Affairs 
Deputy for Fishing and Fishing Harbors 
Iran Fisheries Organization (SHILAT) 
Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture 
Tehran 
Tel.: +9821 66941675 
Fax: +9821 66941673 
Mobile: +9121591261 
E-mail: a_mojahedi@hotmail.com 
 
ALI Mohammad Yari 
Expert of Shrimp Aquaculture 
Tehran 
Tel.: +98 66943944-5 
Mobile:+912 6391968 
E-mail: alimohdyari@yahoo.com 
 
ZAREI Seyed Morteza 
Attaché 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Islamic  
  Republic of Iran to FAO 
Rome, Italy  
Tel.: +39 065780334 
E-mail: missiranfao@missiranfao.191.it 
 

 
 
IRAQ 
 
JANABI Hassan  
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Republic of  
  Iraq to FAO 
Rome, Italy 
Tel.: +39 06 88920492 
Fax: +39 06 64420252 
Mobile: +39 328 0523635  
E-mail: iraq.fao@gmail.com 
 
KUWAIT 
 
MURAD Haider Ali  
Assistant Under Secretary 
Deputy Director General for Fish Resources 
Public Authority of Agriculture Affairs and Fish  
  Resources 
Kuwait City 
Tel.: +965 2225 4100/4111/4112 
Mobile: +965 6647 0017  
E-mail: drhmurad@paaf.gov.kw 
 
AL-HASAWI Faisal 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the State of Kuwait 
  to FAO 
Rome, Italy 
Tel.: +39 06 5754598 
E-mail: kuwait_FAO@tiscali.it 
 
OMAN 
 
AL-BUSAIDI Ibrahim S.  
Director General for Fisheries Development 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries  
PO Box 427 
Muscat 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Opening statement 
by 

Mr Árni M. Mathiesen 
Assistant Director-General 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Department 
 
 
Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you on behalf of the Director-General to the Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Department at the FAO headquarters in Rome on the occasion of the sixth 
session of the Regional Commission for Fisheries. 
  
The complex semi-enclosed nature of the RECOFI area means that marine fishery resources 
are shared between coastal countries. Many marine species use different habitats at different 
stages of their life cycle, which may involve transboundary distribution across the RECOFI 
region. Commission Members share the benefit of exploiting many of the fishery resources, 
as well as the responsibility for their sound management.  
 
The role and function of regional fisheries management organizations such as RECOFI are 
essential to facilitate and reinforce regional collaboration. Sound management and 
development of the regional fisheries wealth necessarily require the establishment and 
development of regional and subregional cooperation on issues of common interest for 
fisheries and aquaculture. RECOFI is a convenient and valid mechanism to promote and 
enhance the regional dialogue and cooperation for the sustainable development of regional 
fisheries. 
 
In recent years, RECOFI initiated the establishment of a regional strategy for fisheries 
management and aquaculture development based on an ecosystem approach to fisheries and 
aquaculture with the ultimate goal to ensure long-term sustainability of the resources, the 
communities and the natural environment supporting them.  
 
I wish to recall the mandate of the Commission, as set out in the Agreement for the 
Establishment of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI Agreement), adopted by 
the FAO Council in 1999 and entered into force on 26 February 2001, which is “to promote 
the development, conservation, rational management and best utilization of living marine 
resources, as well as the sustainable development of aquaculture in the area of its 
competency.” 
 
I also wish to highlight, the role of the Commission and of its Secretariat in fostering fisheries 
management cooperation in the Northern RECOFI area. This initiative has successfully 
progressed in a very short time despite the lack of committed funds. This is a meaningful 
example showing how a cooperative mechanism such as RECOFI can generate useful 
cooperation among its Members. This cooperative mechanism has been supported by the 
Thirtieth Session of the FAO Regional Conference for the Near East that was held in 
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Khartoum, the Sudan, from 4 to 8 December 2010, which called upon Member Countries, all 
of which are also Members of RECOFI, to “Strengthen the Regional Fisheries Commissions, 
particularly RECOFI, in order to ensure sustainable fisheries management and aquaculture 
development, including the socio-economic component”. Moreover, the Regional Conference 
also requested FAO to “Continue providing technical support to enhance cooperation with 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq and Kuwait related to the FAO/RECOFI initiative for 
sustainable fisheries management by applying the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries”. Lastly, 
aware of the pressing need to promote sound mechanisms for regional dialogue and 
cooperation, and on the basis of the RECOFI example, the Conference requested FAO to 
“Give due support to the establishment of a regional fisheries management organization in 
the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden”. 
 
I can assure you that the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department and the Regional Office 
for the Near East and North Africa stand ready to assist Member Countries in such 
undertaking. 
 
I am pleased to note that RECOFI carried its technical performance review in 2010, in line 
with the recommendation of the 2006 UNFSA review Conference. This is expected to be a 
powerful tool for the consolidation and development of the Commission. 
 
I must congratulate the Commission and its Members for the progress accomplished in a 
relatively short time. The settlement of arrears, whether partial or in full, by Members is a 
clear indicator of the renewed interest in and support to the Commission, which is decisively 
moving to assume fully its role for addressing the challenges posed to fisheries and 
aquaculture in the region.  
 
Let me remind you that Paragraph 76 of the adopted report of the last RECOFI Session 
(Dubai, May 2009) states the Members’ willingness to explore ways and means to enhance 
RECOFI’s role, also recognizing “the need to streamline the work of the Commission to 
make it more efficient and to accelerate its growth”. 
 
The Sixth Session of RECOFI provides Members with the occasion to lay the foundation of a 
strengthened and more viable Commission, which will be able to deliver services and 
assistance to its Members and their respective fishing communities. 
 
I wish you all a very successful session. The recommendations that you develop, discuss and 
adopt this week will be very crucial for the future of the Commission and, most importantly, 
for the fisheries and aquaculture sector in your region. 
 
Thank you very much for your attention. 
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APPENDIX E 
 

 
Recommendation RECOFI/6/2011/1 on  

minimum data reporting in the RECOFI area 
 

The Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI), 
 
RECALLING that the purpose of RECOFI is, inter alia, to promote the development, 
conservation, rational management and best utilization of living marine resources, as well as 
the sustainable development of aquaculture; 
 
RECALLING that the third meeting of RECOFI’s Working Group on Fisheries Management 
(WGFM) (Doha, Qatar, 20–22 October 2009) agreed that a recommendation on minimum 
data reporting in the RECOFI Area should be drafted for review by the fourth meeting of the 
WGFM (Muscat, Oman, 3–5 October 2010) for submission to the Sixth Session of RECOFI 
(Manama, Bahrain, 10–12 May 2011); 
 
REAFFIRMING the strong desire of RECOFI Members to promote closer international 
cooperation and harmonization in fisheries of mutual interest; 
 
AWARE that minimum data reporting requirements for the RECOFI Area are fundamental to 
promoting long-term sustainable fisheries, especially for species of common interest in the 
region (see Appendix 1); 
 
ADOPTS in conformity with the provision of paragraph 1 (b) and (h) of Article III and 
Article V of RECOFI Agreement that: 
 
1. (a) Each Member shall take such measures as may be necessary to ensure the collection 

and submission of information required under the paragraph 2, 3 and 4 of this 
recommendation. 

 
 (b) Nothing in this recommendation shall constrain a Member pursuing data collection 

and sharing them with the Commission for the purpose of improving management of 
fisheries and fishery resources in the RECOFI area beyond the requirements of this 
recommendation.  

 
2. (a) Each Member operating with shrimp trawl fishery shall make available to the 

Commission the following information with respect to that fishery: 
 

(i) opening and closing dates of the fishery; 
(ii)  number of vessels engaged in the fishery according to its own vessel type/ size 

categories (e.g. steel-hulled/speed boats/dhows); 
(iii) annual average tow duration, annual average number of tows per day, and total 

number of days at sea, according to vessel type/size categories; 
(iv)  live-weight equivalent of annual catch of shrimp, swimming crab, cuttlefish, 

narrow-barred Spanish mackerel, emperors, groupers, sharks, rays, and other 
finfishes, taken by the fishery;  

(v)  annual amount of discards, and 
(vi)  species composition of bycatch and discards, if available. 
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 (b) If any bycatch reduction device (BRD) is used or other mitigation measure taken, 
each Member should advise the Commission of details of such BRD/mitigation measure 
used and submit the catch and effort for those vessels with mitigation measures separated 
from those vessels operating normally. 

 
3. Each Member shall make available to the Commission the following information with 

respect to gillnets, wire-traps, and hook-and-line fisheries, respectively: 
 
 (a) annual effort in individual fisheries, in terms of “number of days at sea”, and if this is 

not possible, alternative effort with its brief description; and 
 

 (b) live-weight equivalents of annual total catch, and of annual catches of narrow-barred 
Spanish mackerels, emperors, groupers, sharks and rays taken by individual gears with 
species identification of emperors and groupers to the extent possible, and amount of 
discards if available. 

 
4. (a) Each Member shall make available to the Commission the following information 

with respect to narrow-barred Spanish mackerel Scomberomorus commerson taken in 
any fishery in the country: 

 
(i) catch in live-weight equivalent on a monthly basis to the extent possible, if not 

on an annual basis; 
(ii)  fork length composition of catch on a monthly basis to the extent possible, if not 

on an annual basis, either based on fishery monitoring or obtained from other 
sources, and 

(iii) for operations targeting narrow-barred Spanish mackerel (e.g. kingfish fixed net, 
gillnet and hook-and-line), monthly catch with fork length composition and 
effort by gear type, together with clear description of kinds of effort used, to the 
extent possible.  

 
 (b) Each Member shall make available to the Commission any results obtained through 

surveys and research works relevant to narrow-barred Spanish mackerel, including 
fishery-dependent and fishery-independent stock indicators, biological parameters 
(e.g. growth rate, length frequency data obtained by projects, age-length relationship, 
reproductive information, natural mortality) and ecological information (e.g. distribution, 
feeding habitat, habitat preferences). 

 
5. Each Member shall, to the extent practicable, make available to the Commission the 

following additional information: 
 
 (a) shrimp species composition within the shrimp trawl catch; and  
 (b) species composition of discards. 
 
6. Each Member shall submit to the Commission the information required under paragraphs 

2, 3, 4 and 5 of this recommendation, and any modification to information reported 
previously, before the end of August of the following year. Each Member shall cooperate 
in exchanging historical information relevant to those described in this recommendation. 
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7. Each Member shall cooperate in sharing survey plans and protocols prior to their 
implementation, as well as results of such surveys upon their conclusion, to the relevant 
Members through the Commission.  

 
8. The Commission shall collate, maintain and promptly disseminate to Members the 

information provided under paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 of this recommendation. The 
Commission may, subject to the request from a Member who provided information, 
impose restrictions on access to the information by the public. 

 
9. The Commission shall monitor and evaluate regularly the status of implementation of 

this recommendation.  
 
 
 

*** 
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APPENDIX 1

List of key species supporting main reference fisheries in the RECOFI Area 
 

FAO name ASFIS 
code 

Common name Scientific name 

Penaeid shrimps nei PEZ Shrimps Penaeidae 
Blue swimming crabs SCD Blue swimming crab Portunus pelagicus 
Pharaoh cuttlefish IAH Cuttlefish Sepia pharaonis 
Stolephorus anchovies STO Anchovies Stolephorus spp. 
Indian oil sardine IOS Indian oil sardine Sardinella longiceps 
Bludger NGY Jacks Carangoide gymnostethus 
Golden trevally GLT Golden trevally Gnathanodon speciosus 
Indian mackerel RAG Indian mackerel Rastrelliger Kanagurta 
Snubnose emperor LBW Orange finned emperor Lethrinus borbonicus 
Pink ear emperor LTS Redspot emperor Lethrinus lentjan 
Spangled emperor LHN Spangled emperor Lethrinus  nebulosus 
Coral hind CFI Coral grouper/Bluespotted grouper Cephalopholis miniata 
Orange-spotted grouper ENI Orange-spotted grouper Epinephelus coioides 
White-spotted spinefoot SCN Rabbitfish Siganus canaliculatus 
Narrow-barred Spanish 
mackerel 

COM King mackerel/Narrow-barred 
Spanish mackerel 

Scomberomorus 
commerson 

Longtail tuna LOT Longtail tuna Thunnus tonggol 
Requiem sharks nei RSK Sharks Carcharhinidae 
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APPENDIX F 
 

RECOFI activities to be undertaken in the 2011–2012 intersessional period 
 

Working 
group 

Activity Date Location Duration Indicative 
cost  

(USD) 

Status

Joint 

Capacity building for 
spatial planning and 
management 
(WGA/WGFM training) 

TBD Qatar 4–5 40 000 Approved  

WGA Risk analysis to aquaculture 
(Training) TBD Oman 3–4 35 000 Approved. Number 1 

priority for WGA 

WGA 

Regional Aquaculture 
Information System 
(maintenance and 
development) 

TBD TBD TBD 10 000 Ongoing  

WGA 
Environmental monitoring 
in cage aquaculture 
(Training) 

TBD 
Outside 
RECOFI 
region 

10–14 25 000 

Approved. Number 2 
priority for WGA. 
Implementation 
depends on funds 
availability

WGFM 

Preparatory exercise for 
implementation of 
minimum data 
requirements and 
establishment of a regional 
database and information 
network to support 
management of major 
fisheries  

TBD 

Iran, 
Islamic 

Republic 
of 

3-4 20 000 Approved. Number 1 
priority for WGFM 

WGFM 

Workshop to develop 
regional management plans 
with agreed operational 
objectives and conservation 
measures for fisheries 
management   

TBD 
United 
Arab 

Emirates 
3–4 15 000 Approved. Number 2 

priority for WGFM 

WGFM 

Pilot joint assessment of 
kingfish and workshop on 
the utilization of fishery 
dependent data 

TBD Oman 4 30 000 Approved. Number 3 
priority for WGFM  

WGFM 
Workshop on social and 
economic aspects of 
small-scale fisheries 

TBD Bahrain 3-4 10 000 

Approved. Number 4 
priority for WGFM. 
To be implemented if 
RECOFI or 
extrabudgetary 
funding is available.

WGFM 

Regional workshop on 
bycatch reduction and 
management and evaluation 
and promotion of options of 
gear types with lower 
ecosystem impacts 

TBD Kuwait TBD 15 000 

Approved. To be 
hosted by Kuwait 
depending on funds 
availability 
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Working 
group 

Activity Date Location Duration Indicative 
cost  

(USD) 

Status

WGA 
Development of a national 
strategy on aquatic animal 
heath (Planning workshop) 

TBD TBD 3–4 35 000 Postponed 

WGA 
Aquaculture recirculation 
technologies (Technical 
workshop) 

TBD TBD 2–3 25 000 Postponed 

WGA 

Climate change challenges 
in aquaculture development 
(WGA/WGFM awareness 
workshop) 

TBD TBD 2–3 20 000 Postponed 

WGFM 

Applied training 
programme for data 
collectors for the 
identification of priority 
species 

TBD TBD TBD 25 000 Postponed 

WGFM 
Pilot joint assessment of 
ecosystem impact of shrimp 
fisheries 

TBD TBD TBD 30 000 Postponed 

WGFM Review of national fisheries 
monitoring programmes  TBD TBD TBD 40 000 Postponed 

WGFM 

Feasibility study to review 
development of regional 
databases of violations, 
establish a list of vessels 
authorized to fish by 
Members and the 
establishment of a MCS 
information exchange 
scheme. 

TBD TBD TBD 30 000 Postponed 

WGFM 

Workshop to consider 
regional standards for fish 
exports and imports as a 
means of promoting better 
cooperation and trade 

TBD TBD TBD 15 000 Postponed 

WGFM 

Evaluation of certification 
and related schemes to be 
investigated together with 
the relationship between 
IUU fishing and trade and 
the estimated value of IUU 
fishing in the region 

TBD TBD TBD 20 000 Postponed 

WGFM 

Annual regional meetings 
of MCS officers to 
exchange information of 
common interest and 
consider the possibility of 
promoting a harmonized 
MCS approach 

TBD TBD TBD 15 000 Postponed 
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Working 
group 

Activity Date Location Duration Indicative 
cost  

(USD) 

Status

WGFM 
Project to implement 
regionally VMS: phase I to 
ascertain feasibility 

TBD TBD TBD 30 000 Postponed 

WGFM 
A study to evaluate and 
promote options to improve 
utilization of by catch  

TBD TBD TBD 15 000 

Activity to be 
absorbed by the 
regional workshop on 
bycatch reduction 
and management and 
evaluation and 
promotion of options 
of gear types with 
lower ecosystem 
impacts 

WGFM 

Comparative analysis of 
certain legal issues to 
promote further 
harmonization of 
legislation, building on 
initial work undertaken by 
RECOFI and taking into 
consideration other relevant 
work 

TBD TBD 3 20 000 

Project removed 
from list because of 
possible duplication 
with GCC work 
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2013

312011


20112012
2013 
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 
1    Piero Mannini      


 

2 


 Árni M. Mathiesen


     


2010   
  

 

3       



 

 

4  

 
5 


             

 

6         
       


 

7             



 



2 
 

8          
 

9 
  


 

 
10 

       
 

11    20092010  
       20092010  31 

20101353561 

12             

 

   


 

13 
            

  
50022. 

 

 
14 

              
     

 

15 
 

 



3 
 

 
16 

       
   
 

 

17         


           


 

18 





           
 

19              
 

20            


 


           

 
21 


 

22                


 
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23– ––
           

– 

42 
  


 

25 



 

26         


 

27        


     
 

 
 

 
28               










 

29             





 
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30 
             

 

 
31 

         2009 
 

32 RECOFI/6/2011/1

2012 

33              
1 

34              
 

 
35             


 

36              



1

2


3              
 

                                                                          
13RECOFI/VI/2011/6 
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 

 
37 


 

38      


      


 

 
39 11
122010 

40 



 

41 


 

42    
 

43   2013 00015
        31

20112012  

44 2013


 
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 
 

45               
           

 
 

20112012 
46       20112012      

       000150      
               

000540
 

47 20112012 

48 
 

49       
2011

2012 

50 
20112012 

 
51               


      
     

 

52      kingfish
 
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 
53 2013 

 
54 122011 

 
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 
 

 
1  
2  
3  
4  

5  
6 

 
 

7  

8  
9  

 

10 20112012 
11  

12  

13  
 
 
 
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 
 

 
 

 
 
 
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 
 
 

RECOFI/VI/2011/1
RECOFI/VI/2011/2
RECOFI/VI/2011/3
RECOFI/VI/2011/4
RECOFI/VI/2011/5 
RECOFI/VI/2011/6
RECOFI/VI/2011/6.Add.1 
RECOFI/VI/2011/7 
RECOFI/VI/2011/8
RECOFI/VI/2011/9 

 
RECOFI/VI/2011/1020112012 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.1
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.2
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.312142009 
RECOFI/II/2011/Inf.427

2010 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.5RAIS 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.6 

24282010 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.7

20222009 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.8

352010 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.9 

26292009 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.10 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.11
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RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.1211122010
960

201132][ 
RECOFI/VI/2011/Inf.13 
RECOFI/VI /2011/Dma.1

3022009
903200930

][ 
RECOFI/VI /2011/Dma.2  Swan, J. Review of fisheries laws of certain Members of the Regional 

Commission for Fisheries. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular. No. 1049. 
Rome, FAO. 2009. 81p.][ 

RECOFI/VI /2011/Dma.3


10492009][ 
RECOFI/VI /2011/Dma.4

42   2010 118
] [ 
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 
 
 

 (Árni M. Mathiesen) 
 
 

 
 

 


RECOFI 

RECOFI


RECOFI
 

RECOFI





 

RECOFI


 


1999262001


 


RECOFI

RECOFI


482010
RECOFIRECOFI



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FAO/RECOFI

RECOFI

 


RECOFI

20102006
UNFSA




 

76
2009

 

RECOFI
 


 

 
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 
RECOFI/6/2001/1 

 
 

 
 


 

WGFM
20222009


35201010

12(2011 


 


1 

1 

1 
234 


 

2 
 
1  
2 

 
3 

 
4 


 
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5  
6  

 


 

3 
 


 




 

4 Scomberomorus
commerson 

1  
2 

 
3 


 

 



و 

5  

  
  

6 2 345

 
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7 
 

8 2345


 

9  



18 
 

1 
 

 
 

 ASFIS 
code   

Penaeid shrimps nei PEZ  Penaeidae 

Blue swimming crabs SCD  Portunus pelagicus 

Pharaoh cuttlefish IAH  Sepia pharaonis 

Stolephorus anchovies STO  Stolephorus spp. 

Indian oil sardine IOS  Sardinella longiceps 

Bludger NGY  Carangoide 
gymnostethus 

Golden trevally GLT  Gnathanodon speciosus 

Indian mackerel RAG  Rastrelliger Kanagurta 

Snubnose emperor LBW  Lethrinus borbonicus 

Pink ear emperor LTS  Lethrinus lentjan 

Spangled emperor LHN  Lethrinus  nebulosus 

Coral hind CFI  Cephalopholis miniata 

Orange-spotted grouper ENI  Epinephelus coioides 

White-spotted spinefoot SCN  Siganus canaliculatus 
Narrow-barred Spanish 
mackerel COM  Scomberomorus 

commerson 
Longtail tuna LOT  Thunnus tonggol 

Requiem sharks nei RSK  Carcharhinidae 

 

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 
20112012 
 








 




 










 

 45 00040  


 




 
 34 00035 


1




 


 




00010  


 




 


 1014 00025 


2




 

 










 34 00020 


1


 

 









 

34 00015 


2


 
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 


kingfish




 

 4 00030 


3


 

 




 
 34 00010 


4







 

 








 

 00015 




 


 





34 00035  


 




 
23 00025  


 







23 00020  

 




00025  

 





00030  

 
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











00030  

 


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
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 
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

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
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 
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



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


 

00015 
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













 










 

3 00020 









 
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